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CIIAI'TKU   XX vr. 

Juno  6tl..  L:iwr..nc.'.  hy  a  tri.-U,  c.mfisratos  400  muskets-ri.M.r- 
(ifi-s  tl...  Acailians  to  f,^iv,>  up  tli..  ivinaiii.!,-!-  of  their  anns-.Iu,„. 
loth.  J'..titi„M  ,.(tli.>  Aca.lijuisul'(;ra,i,l  I'lvaiwl  PiKiKuit  ho.^.-iu- 
LitwT-uce  not  t.x.hUKf  thi-iii  toKiveup  thcirarins-This  P.-Tui-.n 
IS  not  consuh-ro.!  till  July  .M  :  nu-anwhii..,  tlu-  anus  an-  surrvn- 
.h'r.Ml-The  P.-tition  is  (hM-nu'd  insoI..nt-N..\v  Petition -I/,w- 
ren.-,--sf?ri..vances-Tho  Acadian  d.^le^ratesat  tlrst  n.fus..  the  oath 
-The  next  .Jay  they  offer  to  take  it-Lawrence's  refusal-Tliev 
are  put  in  prison.  "^ 
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Thk  taking  of  Heaiisejour  was  an  event  of  great 

portanee.     Though   at  tlie   time   tlieio  was  a^nonunal 

I'eaee.  that   s.K-aUe.l   peace  was   really  a  lo.ig  .series   of 

liost.hties,  which,  hitherto  smouldering,  then  burst  out, 

Avitli    extreme   violeiiee    all    along    the  frontier,   from 

the  CJulf  to  the  Great   Lakes,  although   wi,r   was   not 

officially  declared  till  almost  a  year  later.     The  French 

occupati<»n  of  the  istlnnus  and  of  all  the  northern  coast 

of  the  Hay  of  Fundy  had  heeii  a  source  of  trouI)le  to  the 

English  and  of  broils  between  the  two  nations.     For 

the  Aeadians  the  situation  was  still  worse;  critical  as  it 

was  of  Itself,  it  had  l)een  aggravated  on  the  one   hand 

by  the  exactions  and  the  seventy  of  the  English  gov- 
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Z  NOTHING    TO    KEAIl. 

♦Tiiors,  and,  on  tho  otlier,  hy  the  conduct  of  Le  fjoutre 
and  the  French  authorities. 

Naturally,  the  fall  of  Heausdjour  ought  to  liavo  re- 
inovt;d  from  the  English  all  in«>tive  for  fearing  the  Aca- 
dians,  if  ind^'ed  'lieio  ever  were  any  lause  for  such  Ur.ir, 
What,  indeed,  wjis  to  he  feared  from  a  |)eo|)le  who  during 
forty-five  yeai-s,  in  spite  of  all  sorts  of  tem[)tations  and 
dilliculties,  not  only  never  had  recoui-se  to  arms,  hnt 
never  even  withstood  the  most  arhitrary  command*;'' 
Sin(!e  the  majority  of  those  who  crossed  tlu^  fi-onticr  did 
so  only  in  self-defence,  foiccd  to  tly  hy  the  Fiidiaiis  who 
had  hurned  their  houses  ;  since  the  small  numher  who 
took  up  anus  for  the  French  at  ncaiisejoiir  did  so  only 
on  compulsion,  what  reason  was  there  to  I'eai'  those  who 
remained  in  the  Peninsula,  when  the  only  strategic 
point  that  might  favor  revolt  had  fallen?  To  put  this 
question  is  to  answer  it.  No  one  knew  this  Ixitter  than 
Lawrence.  He  had  very  exactly  gauged  the  disi)osi- 
tions  of  tliose  who  lived  on  tlii'  French  side.  He  knew 
tliat  it  would  be  im])ossil)le,  as  he  himself  admitted, 
exce[)t  luider  enormous  [jrovocation  or  circumstances 
altogether  abnormal,  to  force  them  to  take  \\[>  arms 
against  the  English.  Now  all  these  extraordinary  coti- 
ditions  were  verified  all  together  at  the  siege  of  I>eaus(^- 
jour — with  a  result  even  better  than  what  lie  had  foie- 
seen.  Which  of  my  readers  is  thei'e,  who,  if  lie  is  con- 
vinced that  the  facts  I  have  related  are  correct,  can 
harbor  any  doubt  as  to  the  fidelity  of  those  who  lived  in 
the  Peninsula,  far  from  the  allurements  of  the  French, 
surrounded  by  forts  and  soldiers  to  kee[)  them  in  check, 
having  to  protect  their  families  and  their  propei'ty, 
without  any  j)ossible  assistance  from  the  French,  hav- 
ing, in  a  word,  everything  to  lo.se  and  nothing  to  gain 


N'OTIITNT,    TO    KEAH. 


by  revolt?  All  those  ooinlitions  whidi  niiijlit  reason- 
al)ly  h'iul  to  the  Ixjlief  that  those  who  lived  with  the 
Kreiith  would  take  up  arms  for  tluMii,  were  in  this  case 
(•onij)letely  reversed.  The  Acadiaus  on  llie  other  side;  of 
the  frontier  were  uiideiiiahly  Krciich  suhjccts,  tlu-y  had 
a  ii<,dit  to  take  up  anus;  they  would  not,  held  i)atk  hy 
scruples  arising  from  a  situation  wliich.  clear  as  it  was, 
left  douhts  in  the  minds  of  simple  strai<ifht forwaid   pco- 
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lie  Acadians  ol  tlu;  I  (Miinsuia,  on  tnc  contrary, 
were  Hritish  suhjects  ;  they  were  hound  )iy  an  oath; 
they  could  hav»!  no  douht  ahout  their  duty  so  Ioulj  as 
they  remain(!(l  on  Knglish  tt.'iritory.  Was  tiieie  any 
n-ason  to  fear  them?  Impossihh;!  Tlu!  others  were 
suhjectetl  to  enormous  pn'ssure,  hoth  to  convince  them 
that  they  wei»!  I''i'ench  sidtjecls  and  to  force  them  to 
ti<'ht  foi'  France.  Tlie  stuhhoinness  of  their  resistanee 
is  well-nifrh  incredihle,  tlioiinh  no  one  can  j^niinsay  it. 
Can  we,  tluui,  reasonal)ly  suppose  tliat  the  peninsular 
Acadians,  free  from  all  pressure,  without  any  jtossihle 
contact  with  the  French,  would  have  resistt;d  or  even 
intende(l  to  iijsist  or  make  misc'hief?  The  others  w»'re 
hacked,  protected  hv  the;  French;  ihev  mav  have  hoiKid 
that  tlu!  Fi'ench  arms  woiUd  [»revail.  'I'hes(!  were  com- 
plet(Oy  dependent  on  the  Fnolisli ;  they  could  hope  for 
neither  supjjort  nor  help  from  the  Fieneh,  now  defeated, 
humhled  and  driven  from  all  their  stronirholds  on  the 
Hay  of  Fundy.  And  yet,  in  such  a  pliijht,  without  the 
prospect  of  success,  they  could  have  been  deemed  dan- 
gerous, they  could  have  heen  susjiected  of  liatching  a 
disturbance!  The  thing  is  impossil)le,  ridiculous  in 
the  extreme! 

If  the  above  argument  does  not   set  tit;  the  ([uestion, 
all  reasoning  by  analogy  is  futile.     Lawreuee  was  too 
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WfU  iiwaie  of  tlu;  (li.siM)siti<»ii>  of  ilu-  Aciidiiins  In  !i;ive 
it  llKiiiiL'ilt's  (louht  ill)()llt  tliclli.  Ili:lis|)llt:ililc  |)I'()i>t'  of 
this  is  :iIT))I'<I(mI  by  tliul  (Icclaiatioii  of  liis  to  tlut  Loids 
of   I'lailf,  (|iiot(Ml  near  llic  cimI  of  the  last  cliaptcr. 

Iliil,  tlit'ii,  liow  can  U(i  fxplaiii  liis  iM-liavior?  \'imv 
siiiii»ly:  by  iutrrfslcd  iiiotivt's,  which  will  he  niaih;  clear 
ill  tho  si'(|ucl  ;  f()i-.  cuiicliisivc  as  the  htrcLfoiii;^'  negative 
arj^uincnt  is,  it  is  only  a  small  part  of  my  pica. 


Ah 


Host  a  year 
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now  <'(»nc   ov  since 
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hail 


iiiailc  up  his  mind  to  a  wholesale  di-portatinn  nf  tin; 
Arieliaiis.  lie  \\as  waiting'  h)i  a  hivoiahle  (i|(p(»iliiiiity. 
'I'hal  opjMtitiiiiity  he  was  prcpiuinii;' w  ilh  tlii'  patience  of 
a  :;iole  and  with  all   the  skill   ihatClive  and    llastiiiLTs 


Were,  al)out  the  same  tune,  displayinn' toward  1  luj  natives 
of  llindostaii.  Imaifinatioiis  in  Mnnland  were  then 
threat  I V  excited  bv  the  tla//.liii!J'  storii-s  about  tlu;  treas- 
ures  of  the  rajahs,  by  the  princely  h)rluues  broiii>ht  back 
from  Calcutta,  liombay  and  Madras  l)y  the  olliccrs  of 
the  East  India  ("ompaiiy.  America  presented  none  of 
tliese  teiiipliiii,'  baits:  no  irathered  treasure,  iki  Nabobs 
to  despoil,  no  Heii^alese  to  tax  umuercifuUy  :  but  the 
fertile  mind  of  l^awremse  had  seen  the  possibility  of  a 
transaction  that  niinht  lead  to  similar  results.  Nad  he 
not  under  his  thumb,  isolated  in  this  corner  of  tho  eoii- 
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tineiit.    a   small    nation    of   known    peaceableness    aia 
docility?     'I'akeii  one  by  one,  these  peasants  liad  iioth- 
injT  that  eouhl  tem})!  a   man   in   search   of  honors  aiu 
wealth  ;  but  their  at^sj^ren'ate    possessions  would    make 
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the   liay  of  Fundy,  he  could  not  realize  his  purpose. 
The  capture  of  Beausejour,  the  removal  of  the  Freneli 


would  bo  neeessarv  to  screen  him  from  yravo  di 


m 


ger, 


This  was  the  opportunity  he  had  long  been  preparing 
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for;  till!  ohsljulf  liiitl  disiipiMiiiiod  ;  bill  soiiu*  pultxts 
must  1k'  iiivtMitc'd.  The  mciiiis  hr.  cliosu  was  opju'es- 
sioM  :  he  lioptMl  tliut,  hy  iiiiikiiij;  tin*  lot  of  tin;  Acarliaiis 
int(>l(.'ral>lf.  lie  uoiiM  drivt!  tln-ni,  tliitni^li  di'sjtaii',  to 
.some  acts  of  iiisulM)i'diiiatioii  or  ivsislaiici;  that  should 
shield  him  from  dis<na((',  if  not  from  the  (•ciisinv  of  tin- 
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t'  ait!  ahoiit   to  s«'i!   how  all  hi.'i 


I'tVoils  ill  this  direction  fiiilcd  ;  yet  sueli  was  his  (K'ter- 
iniiiatioii  tliat  he  dejioited  tliem  in  spile  of  evei  ythiiij,^. 
Aft«'r  careful  consideration  I  am  lirmly  eoiiviiieed 
that  the  more  liawreiiee  pei-seciited  the  Acadian>,  the 
moic  suhinissive  were  they  and  the  mon;  i\U\  they  avoid 
giviiiLf  him  pretexts  for  severity.  They  had  a  va|>iie 
jiresentimeiit  that  plots  were  weaving  in  the  <hiik 
against  theii'  very  existence.  They  saw  with  (h'smay 
how  the  iron  hand  laid  upon  them  was  drawing  closer 
day  hy  (hiy  the  links  of  the  chain  that  was  to  swathe 
and  crush  them.  Whithersot'ver  they  looked,  they  dis- 
ecriied  on  all  sidi's  the  signs  of  impending,  inevitable 
\v(nt :  iiK'vitahle  if  they  resisted,  iiievitai)lo  if  they  sub- 
mitted, inevitable  wliether  tht!y  refused  or  aecejited  the 
oath.  Under  Cornwallis  and  Ifopson  they  could  at 
least  liave  hoped  that,  should  they  take  the  oath,  theiJ' 
ac(iuiesceiu!e  would  not  be  made  a  pretext  to  force  them 
to  light  against  the  Fiench :  under  Lawience  no  such 
hope  eouhl  he  indulged  in  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  would, 
must  they  have  thought,  take  advantage  of  the  oath  to 
rivet  them  to  the  soil  and  expel  their  priests.  In  this 
extremity  of  peril,  they  deemed  comph^te  submission 
still  the  safest  course  toward  the  stavimi;  <»ff  oi  the 
lessening  of  theii-  misfortunes  :  and.  whether  through  a 
mutual  understanding,  as  is  likclv.  or  through  com- 
inunity  of  feeling  arising  from  their  condition,  every- 
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tiling  they  did  Ixiiu  the  inii)ress  ot"  tlic  most  tliorout^h 
Kul)missiveness.  After  all,  tlicy  thoughl,  tlu;  wfust  thiit 
ciiii  ha[)|)eii  to  118  would  Im*  the  older  lo  (juit  tli(MM)untry 
without  taking  away  any  of  our  proiierty.  Painfid  as 
this  alternative  is,  we  once  aec.e]»ted  it  ;  we  are  rea<ly  to 
a('ce[)t  it  again,  if  nee<l  he.  Alas  I  in  their  honest  sim- 
plicity they  did  n(»t  dream  of  another  solution,  a  terriblo 
solution  ;  and  this  wits  not  an  alternative. 

,\hout  tlie  sixth  of  .lune,  that  is  to  say,  during  the 
siege  of  lieausifjour,  I.,awren('e  carried  out  the  following 
pi'oject.  .\  hiuidred  men  from  Fmt  Kdward  and  fifty 
from  th(^  garrison  of  Halifax  were  sent  to  Mines  district 
to  sei/.i!  the  arms  of  the  iidiahitants.*  'Plic  plan  vi.-, 
to  preten<l  that  these  men  -were  indulging  in  "a  tishing 
frolic"  on  thcii' way  to  Annapolis.  'I'hc  soniicrs  weiij 
to  reach  (Irand  Pre  and  the  ni'i<jfhl)orli(M»d  in  the  even- 
ing.  and,  instead  of  sleei)ing  in  the  harns  as  was  their 
I'Ustom,  were  to  distribute  themselves  two  hy  two  in 
the  houses  of  the  residents.  At  midnight  they  wei'c  to 
sei/.e  all  arms  and  amnuuiition  found  in  each  house.  It 
was  an  easy  undertaking  and  suci-eeded  perfectly  with- 
out piovoking  any  resistiiuce.  The  next  Juoiiiing  all 
till!  soldii'is  met  at  (irand  Pre  with  the  arms  they 
had  seized,  put  them  on  board  a  boat  that  had  lu'cn 
waiting  for  that  very  cargo  and  carried  them  to  Fort 
Edward. I 


*  At  111.' hi'iiil  of  the  MS.  from  which  I  tak.-  th."  ahov.'  d.-tails.  is  tlin 
folliiwiiiK  iiott' ill  this  huiuiwritiii>»  of  the  H*'S-.  Aiidrow  IJrowii:  "I  havi» 
thu  (lilt'' of  this  from  a  I'l'titioii.  It  occurn'd  iihnutth'  middlf  of  .ruin-. 
Mode  of  disarming  the  Acadians—.IndKc  Dcscliamps  iirfsciit.  Ono  of  tho 
jiartit's  iirctoiidiiiK  a  llsliiii^  frolic  oii  tlio  river." 

H»'aus(''jour  siirrcndcn-d  .tunc  Uitli. 

■f  Theso  jMirticulars,  as  well  as  many  others  that   follow,  arc   not  in  the 

volume  of  the  Archives.     The  imii liimjs  of  the  Council  and  other  docii- 

ineuts  of  that  period  were,  as  we  sliall  see  later,  removed  from  the  Archives. 
Dr.  Browu,  who  resided  at  Halifax  not   lung  after  tho  deportation,   ha.s 
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IiiMiH'ilialt'ly  <»r  at  most  a  ffw  days  after  this  tine 
ti'ick.  an  order  was  issiird  roiniiianding  all  Acadians  in 
the  Peninsula  to  surrcndrr  their  arms  under  penalty  of 
iM'ing  treated  as  relnds.  *  As  may  well  Ih*  imagine«l, 
these  ineusnres  were  not  likely  to  please  the  Acadians, 
htill  less  lo  win  their  atleelion.  Had  they  art'or<l»'d  any 
]>retext  foi  such  arbitrary  and  irritating  conduct  ?  Not 
the  slightest.  Aflei'  whiit  we  haver  seen  the  Acadi- 
ans <!••  at  iJcausi'jo"".  it  is  well-nigh  impossible  to 
sup]iose  that  Lawrt  n(  motive  for  this  mean  trit^k 
was  the  fear  of  insurrc'ition.  Such  a  supposition  would 
be  very  stiange  )■  >ot  ridiculor..'..  And  yet  Lawrence 
undoubteiUy  h;  1  a  motiM'.  fur  everything  tends  to  show 
that  the  deportation  v  as  i  ot  only  practi"ully  determined 
on  long  since,  bnt  rveii  anangcd  for  by  this  tinie  in  all 
its  details.  It  musi  be  d. mm' and  over  (hiring  this  season. 
'I'hcie  was  no  time  to  h)se.  'I'he  y»k"  'uust  be  made 
heavier.  iiKirc  galling;  somic  new  plan  must  l)e  a(lo[ilc(l 
to  sting  the  Acadians  into  discontent  ami  to  j>rovoke 
triMiblc.  This  alone  can  have  been  Lawrence's  innne- 
diate  motive;  in  seizing  the  arms  at  (I rand  I're  and  in 
the  general  older  to  the  same  effet't.  In  ordei'  to  gain 
time  Lawrence  did  not  wait  for  the  eapilulation  of 
Ueausejcuir.  As  soon  as  he  saw  that  the  small  garrison 
of  this  foil  would  not  be  reinforced  from  Louisl)uig  nor 
assistc(l  by  the  majority  of  the  Acadian  emigrants,  and 
that  the  place  woidd  siirel}-  fall,  he  set  about  executing 
his  project.  Trtie,  besides  his  immediate  motive  of 
making  trouble,  he  may  have  also  inti'iidcd  to  preclude, 

I»ic*M'il  tn^nUiiT  a  part  of  tilt' story  liy  nicauH  of  vi'rbal  iiiforniation,  ami 
somrtiiiK's  l)y  copifs  of  tln'  inissiii>»  documonts,  olitaiiicd  from    lli(>   sur- 
viviiit;  "''lUiisi'Iiors  of  Ljiwn'iu'c  as    wi'll   as   from    [pi-rsons  who  liacl  lii-t-a 
witiii'sses  i)f  t'u>  (Jcportfttion. 
•  "  I  Lave  tills  order— a  uew  outrag*.'."   (Note  iu  Dr.  Browu's  writiug). 
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by  a  general  <lisaiiuuiiient  of  the  Acadians,  any  danger 
of  an  insurrection  at  the  critical  moment  of  the  deporta- 
tion, lint  I  maintain  that,  had  he  not  aK'o  distinctly 
contemplated  tlit;  arousing  of  discontent,  this  seizure  of 
arms  would  liavc  hccn  not  merely  an  unwise  liut  an 
exceedingly  pcrihms  move,  sui)posing,  as  some  still 
helieve,  thai  the  Acadians  were  a  restless  and  disaftV'cte<l 
pcoj)lc.  For  this  liiglily  pi\. vocative  proceeding  could 
only  effect  a  ]);utial  disainianuMit,  as  the  four  hundred 
guns  M'i7,c<l  were  pinhahly  not  oiic-lifth  of  the  whole 
numher  in  the  liands  (»f  the  Acadians.  Had  they 
heen  rchellious  and  iip(!  for  revolt,  as  Lawrence's 
sci/uie  of  arms  implied,  this  was  an  infallihle  way 
of  making  the  insurrection  hreak  out  and  heeome 
(juiti!  dangerous,  and  it  was,  moreover,  the  surest  way 
of  inducing  them  not  to  give  up  the  remainder.  /.  >■..  at 
least  foui-lifths  of  their  arms.  Now  Lawrence  was  far 
too  deep  to  connuit  so  dangerous  a  hluiuler.  The  logi- 
cal coiulusion,  hased  on  a  n'thirflo  nil  xtixu nl ii nu  is, 
tlierefoic.',  that  Lawrence  was  so  conlident  of  the  peace- 
able dispositions  of  the  Acadians  as  to  feel  sure  he  ran 
no  risk  in  seizing  a  small  part  of  their  a!ins.  'I'he  same 
course  of  in^asoning,  liowever,  leads  to  the  further  in- 
ference; that  he  exjiected  to  provoke  iriitation,  disobedi- 
ence! and  perha|)s  local,  though  not  dangerous,  disturb- 
anet!s,  which  would  warrant  greater  severity  and  thus 
justify  the  dej)ortation  hi;  had  in  view.  In  this  latter 
expectation  he  was  mistaken  ;  he  ])rovoked  neither 
disohedieucc!  mil'  disturbanci;.  Incredible  iis  so  thor- 
ough a  snlnnissioii  may  appear,  it  is  none  the  less  un- 
deniable. 

Mindful   of  the;  cliastisement  inflicted   the  preceding 
autunm  on  some  of  their  friends  who  had  momentarily 
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Huspended,  while  awaiting  an  answer  to  their  representa- 
tions, the  execution  of  Lawrenee's  arbitrary  orders 
about  t'nrnishing  wood,  the  Aeadians  this  tiiUe  unani- 
mously executed  the  order  about  yielding  up  their  arms. 
Directly  after  tliis  ordoi-,  they  sent  a  jietition  to  Law- 
rence, dated  June  10th.  This  j)etition  should  have  bciMi 
taken  into  consideration  before  the  day  lixed  for  the 
surrender  of  the  arms,  since  its  object  was  precisely  to 
obtain  that  the  order  be  revoked.  l?nt  Lawrence  let 
the  interval  pass  witbout  a  icply :  it  was  not  till  long 
after  the  date  of  tlie  .surrender  of  arms  that  he  consented 
to  listen  to  them,  on  July  :>d. 

To  avoid  fresh  o[)[)ression  and  fresh  misfortunes,  the 
Aeadians  handed  in  all  their  guns  on  the  a|)[toinled  day, 
and  according  to  Judge  Dtfsehamps,  »|uoted  by  Dr. 
Ibown,  the  number  of  the  guns  was  two  thousand  nine 
hnndied.  "These  orders,"  says  Ilaliburton,  ',.ho  had 
made  only  an  a[)proximate  guess  at  th«:  trne  inwarchiess 
(»f  the  drama  then  enacting,  "were  com[)lii-d  with  in 
a  manner  which  might  certaiidy  have  convim-ed  the 
(lovernment  that  the  Aeadians  had  no  serious  intention 
of  any  insurrection,  but,  as  Papists  autl  Frenchmen, 
their  submissions  never  gained  nuieh  eiedit  with  tlieir 
Protestajit  and  Lnglish  nuisters,  by  whom  Miey  were 
both  hated  and  feared." 

Not  to  speak  of  ill  the  acts  of  obedience  I  iiave 
already  related,  acts  which  bear  sncli  tdoiiuent  testimony 
to  the  submissiveness  of  the  .Aeadians,  would  not  this 
one  alone  sufliee  definitely  to  establish  their  claim  lo 
this  virtue?  And  yet  Parkman  is  not  convinced,  or 
rather  lie  makes  believe  not  to  be  convinced,  if.  indeed 
he  has  taken  any  real  jjaiiis  to  aseeitain  tin;  true  slate 
of  the  case — which  I  very  much  doubt. 
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WITHOUT   A    TAIJALLEL. 


In  the  whole  range  of  human  history  it  is  hard  to  find 
such  eonipiete  submission  under  such  arbitrary  despot- 
ism. Assuredly  nothing  like  it  could  be  discerned  in 
the  histoiy  of  New  England.  In  fact,  one  feels  tempted 
to  blame  the  Acadians  for  having  reached  that  excess 
of  sulijection  which  is  fraught  with  danger.  Perverse 
men  arc  ever  ready  to  profit  by  such  dispositions.  A 
time  conies  when  the  evils  of  subjection  are  greater 
than  those  which  follow  from  resistance.  That  time 
had  come  for  the  Acadians  as  soon  as  Lawrence  was 
appointed  governor  of  the  province.  They  did  not 
realize  this,  and  how  could  they,  unless  they  read  his 
inmost  thoughts  ?  Could  they  sound  the  depths  of  per- 
versity in  the  mind  of  this  ferocious  brute?  They 
could  not  help  seeing  that  he  seemed  to  seek  pretextvS 
for  fuilher  oppression  in  order  to  obtain,  if  he  couM, 
the  Home  Govenunent's  approval  of  an  order  to  quit 
the  country.  They  were  simple  enough  to  think  that, 
on  his  own  responsibility,  Lawrence  could  not  or  would 
not  dare  to  proceed  to  this  extremity  ;  and,  if  he  did, 
well,  they  would  depart.  Such  was,  I  am  convinced, 
their  mistake  and  the  reason  why  their  submission  was 
so  exceedingly  disastrous. 

Lawrence  mast  have  been  disappointed  by  their  utter 
obedience.  He  bad  calculated  that  the  seizure  of  a  few 
hundred  guns  would  be  the  most  effectual  means  of  stir- 
ring up  revolt  against  the  order  to  surrender  the  few 
thousand  that  remained  in  their  hands.  But  the  sur- 
render was  accomplished  without  affording  the  slightest 
pretext  for  complaint.  What  was  he  to  do?  He  could 
not  be  at  a  loss,  he  whose  power  wfis  absolute  and  whose 
despotism  recognized  no  check.  He  found  fault  with 
their  petition,  which  T  now  quote  entire,  so  that  the 
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reader  may  be  in  a  position  to  judge  by  himself  if  its 
contents  or  its  form  deserved  the  reception  it  met  with. 

"To  His  Excellency  Charles  Lawrence, 

(Jovernor  of  the  Province  of  Nova  .Scotia  or  Acadia,  etc.,  etc. 

"Sir— 

"  We,  the  inhabitants  of  Mines,  Pigiguit  and  the  river  Canard,  take 
the  lib<>rty  of  approiiching  i'our  Excellency  for  the  purpose  of  testify- 
ing our  sense  of  the  care  which  the  Government  exercises  over  us. 

"  It  ;ii)pears,  sir,  that  Your  Excellency  doubts  the  sincerity  with 
wliich  we  have  promised  to  be  faithful  to  His  Britannic  Majesty. 

"  Wo  most  humbly  beg  Your  Excellency  to  consider  our  past  con- 
duct. You  will  see,  that,  very  far  from  violating  the  oath  we  have 
taken,  vve  have  maintained  it  in  its  entirety,  in  spite  of  the  solicita- 
tions and  tin;  dreadful  threats  of  another  power.  We  still  entertain, 
sir.  tlic  same  piu'c  and  sincere  disposition  to  prove  under  any  circiuu- 
tances.  our  unshaken  fidelity  to  His  Majesty,  provided  that  His 
Majesty  shall  allow  us  the  same  liberty  that  he  has  granted  us.  We 
earnestly  beg  Your  Excellency  to  have  the  goodness  to  inform  us  uf 
His  Majesty's  intentions  on  this  subject,  and  to  give  us  assurances 
on  liis  jiart. 

"Pel'  I  us,  if  y<m  please,  sir,  to  make  known  the  annoying  cir- 
cumsta!  -s  in  which  we  are  placed,  to  the  prejudice  of  tin;  Iranquillily 
we 'iiglii  lo  enjoy.  I'nder  i)retext  that  we  are  transporting  our  corn 
or  other  ]irovisi(ins  to  lieansejour  and  the  rivei-  St.  .John,  we  are  no 
longer  jiermittecl  to  carry  the  least  (quantity  of  corn  by  water  from 
one  jijaee  to  another.  We  heg  Your  Excellency  to  be  assiuvd  that 
Wf  havi'  never  ti'ansportcd  provisions  to  Hcaiisejour,  or  lo  river  St. 
Jolin.  If  sonif  n-fugee  injiabitants  from  IJeaiisejour  have  been 
seizfd  with  cattle,  we  aie  not.  on  that  accoimt.  by  any  means  guilty, 
inasmnc'li  as  the  cittlf  belonged  to  them  as  i)rivate  individuals, 
ami  they  were  driving  lliem  to  their  respective  habitations.  As 
tu  oiU'Sflvcs.  sir.  we  have  never  otfondt-d  in  that  resj)ect  ;  conse- 
(pii'iitly,  weought  not.  in  oin'o]>ini()n.  lob<>  punished;  on  th(> contrary, 
Wf  hope  that  ^'our  Exi'ellency  will  lie  pleased  to  restore  to  us  the 
same  liberty  that  we  enjoyed  formerly,  in  giving  us  the  use  of  oiu" 
<'anoes,  either  to  transport  our  provisions  from  one  river  to  another, 
or  for  the  purpose  of  lishing  :  thereby  providing  for  our  livelihood. 
This  permission  has  never  been  taken  from  us  except  at  the  present 
time.  We  h'/pe,  sir,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  restore  it,  specially 
in  consideration  of  the  numbei-  of  poor  inhabitants  who  woidil  be 
very  glad  to  support  their  families  with  the  fish  that  they  woidd  be 
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able  to  catch.  Moreover,  our  guns,  wliich  we  regard  as  our  own 
]iers()niil  properly,  liave  been  taken  from  us,  nolwilhstanding  the 
fact  that  tliey  are  absohitely  necessary  to  us,  either  to  defeiiil  our 
cattle  which  are  attacked  by  the  wild  beasts,  or  tor  the  protection  of 
our  chilihen  ami  of  ourselves.  Any  inliabitant  who  may  h-.-vc  his 
oxen  in  the  woods,  and  who  may  need  them  for  purposes  of  labour, 
would  not  dare  to  expose  himself  in  going  for  them  without  beim;  prc- 
jtared  to  defend  himself.  It  is  certain,  sir.  tliat  since  the  Indians  liavc 
ceased  freciuenting  o\u"  parts,  the  wild  beasts  have  greatly  increased, 
and  that  oiu*  cattle  is  devoured  by  I  hem  almost  every  day.  Iiesidc^. 
file  arms  which  have  been  taken  from  us  are  but  a  feeble  guarantee  of 
oiu- fidelity.  It  is  not  the  gun  which  an  inhabitant  possesses,  tiial 
will  induce  him  to  revolt,  nor  the  privation  of  the  same  gun  that  wIM 
make  him  nu)re  faithful  ;  but  his  conscience  alone  nui'-t  indme  him 
to  maintain  his  oath.  An  ordi-r  h.as  appeared  in  Your  Excelleni'vs 
name,  given  at  Fort  Kdward,  .Fnne  4th,  ITw,  by  which  we  are  com- 
manded to  carry  guns,  pistols,  etc..  etc.,  to  Fort  Kihvard.  It  ai)pears 
to  us,  sir.  that  it  woulil  be  dangerous  for  us  to  execute  that  older,  be- 
fore representing  to  you  the  ilanger  to  which  this  order  exposes  us. 
The  Indians  may  come  and  threaten  and  plunder  us,  re|iroiicliiiig  us 
for  having  furnished  arms  to  kill  them.  ^Ve  hope,  sir,  that  you  will 
be  pleased,  on  the  contrary,  to  order  that  those  taken  from  us  be 
restored  to  us.  IJy  so  doing,  you  will  afford  us  the  means  of  i)ie>erv- 
ing  both  ourselves  and  our  cattle. 

"  In  the  last  place,  we  are  grif>ved,  sir,  at  seeing  ourselves  declared 
guilty  without  being  aware  of  having  disobeyed.  One  of  our  inhabi- 
tants of  the  river  Canard,  named  Pierre  Melanvon,  was  seized  and 
arrested  in  charge  of  his  boat,  before  having  heard  any  order  forbid- 
ding that  sort  of  transport.  We  beg  Your  Excellency,  on  this 
subject,  to  have  the  goodness  to  make  known  tons  yimr  good  pleasure 
before  confiscating  our  property  and  considering  us  in  fault.  This  is 
the  favor  we  expect  from  Your  Excellency's  kindness,  and  we  hope 
you  will  do  us  the  ju.stice  to  believe  that  very  far  from  violating  our 
promises,  we  will  maintain  them,  assuring  you  that  we  are  very 
respectfully, 

"Sir,  your  very  humble  and  obedient  servants." 


k 
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This  petition  is,  word  for  word,  the  translation  given 
by  the  Compiler  of  the  arcliives.  If,  considering  the 
tlien  circumstances,  or  in  fact,  any  circumstances,  this 
petition  is  not  remarkably  respectful,  I  confess  myself 
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igiKnuia  ol'  whiiL  is  mciUiL  by  it'S[)t!tt.  OiiL  of  siuli 
inaloiial,  LuwreiiL'e,  wlioluul  l)L'tMi  able  tDciuatu  no  otlier 
grievance  or  pretext,  was  going  to  rais(!  a  storm  of  his 
own  making,  a  storm  witliont  cloud  or  wind  in  a  clear 
sky,  and  yet  all  the  more  terrible  for  that.  The  average 
reader,  unaware  of  the  faults  Lawreni-e  was  going  to 
tind  in  this  ducunient,  would  be  sorely  puz/.led  to  guess 
beforehand,  on  a  careful  |)vJru^al  of  this  liumble  petition 
breathing  submissiveness  and  sincerity,  what  points  the 
Ciuveruor  would  fiusten  his  fangs  upon.  However,  the 
better  to  show  the  spirit  that  moved  him  and  his  deter- 
mination to  pick  a  quarrel,  I  nnist  here  add  that,  before 
Lawrence  had  expressed  to  the  Aiadians  his  view  of 
their  petition,  tiie  signers  theix-of  learned  that  it  was 
considered  impertinent,  and  accordingly  addressed  to 
him  another  petition  on  the  24ih  of  June  as  follows: — 


(ii!A\[)  ri!i;.  .huu' •_'4tli,  ITV). 
••  To  His  Kxct'lk'ncy  Charles  Lawrpuct',  I'tf.,  cic. 

••  Nir,- 

'■  All  tli(»  inhiihitants  of  film's,  riL;iuuii  and  t!ii'  riviT  Cauanl,  l)Og 
Your  Excollciipy  to  bclievo  that,  if,  in  the  rctitioii  which  tln'v  liave 
had  the  honor  to  present  to  Your  P^xccllency,  there  shall  he  found  any 
error  or  any  want  of  respect  towards  tlit>  (irovernnient,  ills  entirely 
I'onlrary  to  their  intention;  and  that  in  this  case,  the  inhabitants  who 
liave  signed  it,  are  not  more  guilty  than  the  others. 

"  If  sometimes  they  become  embarrassed  in  Your  Excellency's  pres- 
ence, they  humbly  beg  you  to  excuse  their  timidity;  and  if,  contrary  to 
oiu'  expectation,  there  is  anything  hard  iu  the  said  petition,  we  beg 
Your  Excellency  to  do  us  the  favor  of  allowing  us  to  explain  our 
intention. 

"  We  hope  that  Your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  grant  us  this 
favor,  begging  you  to  believe  tliat  we  are  very  respectfully, 

"  Sir,  your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servants. 

"  Signed  by  forty-four  of  the  said  inliabitants  in  the  name  of  the 
whole." 

This  new  petition,  still  humbler  than  the  first,  should, 
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in  the  case  of  a  humane  governor,  have  sufficed  to  ex- 
plain the  intention  of  the  first  document  and  to  remove 
all  cause  of  ofifence,  had  any  such  existed.  Hut  Law- 
rence was  not  going  to  abate  one  jol  of  his  fault-finding. 
On  July  3d,  the  Acadian  delegates  were  admitted  to 
the  governor's  presence,  and  the  following  resolution 
was  rej\d  to  them  : 

"  The  Council  lui\  iiigthen  tiiken  tlu>  conleiils  of  the  said  Memorials 
into  coiisidcratioii.  were  unaiiinKmsly  of  opinion  that  the  Mt'inorial 
of  the  inth  of  .Inne  ;x //('////y/  urnxjant  ami  iniiilions,  ami  disimU 
the  hajhist  rvHenlment."' 

To  show  iheni  what  Lawrence  called  the  inipudeiice 
of  the  petition,  it  Wiis  read  to  them  ehiuse  by  clause. 

In  answer  to  this  .sentence:  *"  That  they  icvrc  tflft-rfed 
u'itJi  fill'  jtrii'i'i'ifint/a  (if  the  Government  toward^  them,' 
tliey  were  told  : 

"  That  thev  had  alwavs  i)een  treated  with  the  oreatest 
lenity  and  tenderness.  That  they  had  enjoyed  more 
privileges  than  English  subjects,  and  had  been  indulged 
in  the  free  exercise  of  their  religion.  That  they  had  at 
all  times  fiUl  Iil)erty  to  consult  their  priests,  and  had 
been  protected  in  their  trade  and  fisheiy,  aiul  had  been 
for  many  years  permitted  to  possess  their  lands  (part 
of  the  best  suil  of  the  province),  though  thej'  had  not 
complied  willi  the  terms,  on  wliich  the  lands  were 
oianted,  bv  takiii'  the  oath  of  alleoiance  to  the  crown. 

"  They  were  then  asked  whether  they  could  jjroduce 
an  instance  that  any  privilege  was  denied  to  them,  or 
that  any  hardships  were  ever  imposed  upon  them. 

"  They  acknowledged  the  justice  and  lenity  of  the 
Govertnnent. 

'•  Upon  the  paragraph  where  '•  They  desire  their  pant 
conduct  miifht  he  ronaidered,' 
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"  It  was  remarked  to  them  tliat  tlieir  past  conduct 
was  considered,  and  that  tlie  Government  were  sorry  lo 
liave  occasion  to  say  that  their  conduct  hadheen  unduti- 
ful  and  very  ungrateful  for  the  lenity  shown  them. 
Tliat  they  had  no  returns  of  loyalty  to  the  crown  or 
respect  to  His  Majesty's  (fovernment  iu  the  province. 
That  they  had  discovered  a  constant  <lisposition  to  assist 
His  Majesty's  enemies  and  (o  distress  his  subjects. 
That  they  had  not  oidy  fuinished  the  enemy  with  pro- 
visions and  ammunition,  but  had  refused  to  supply  the 
inhabitants  or  (ioveriniient  with  provisions,  and  when 
they  did  supply  they  have  exactcfd  three  times  the 
price  for  which  they  were  sold  lit  at  other  markets.  That 
they  had  been  indolent  and  idle  on  their  lands,  had 
neglected  husbandry  and  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  and 
had  l)een  of  no  use  to  the  province  either  in  husbandly, 
trade  or  fishery,  but  had  rather  been  an  obstruction  to 
the  king's  intentions  in  the  settlement. 

*•  Tiiey  were  then  asked  whether  they  could  mention 
a  single  instance  of  service  to  the  tlovernment.  Jo 
which  they  were  incapable  of  making  any  reply." 

Upon  reading  this  paragraph — 

'•  Jt  seeiiif;  thai  Your  Exctdlency  in  doubtful  nf  the  Nlnnrili/  of 
thoae  who  hf(v>'  promised  Jidfditj/.  That  tlicy  hitvi'  hcoi  sitfiiffrniii 
lirenk!u<i  thf'ir  oath  that  they  had  k('j)t  It  hi  xpite  of  tirrifyiii'i  iikii- 
ares  frail)  anothfr  ixiwcr — " 

"  They  were  asked  what  gave  them  occasion  to  sup- 
pose that  the  Government  was  doubtful  of  their  sin- 
cerity ;  and  were  told  that  it  argued  a  conseiousness 
in  them  of  insincerity  and  want  of  attachment  to  the 
interests  of  His  Majesty  and  his  Government.  That,  as 
to  taking  their  arms,  they  had  often  urged  that  the  In- 
dians would  annoy  them,  and  that  by  taking  their  arms 
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l)y  act  (»f  riovcnmient  it  was  put  out  of  tin' ixiwcr  of 
the  Iiuliaii.s  to  tliivuteii  ftr  tone  tliiMu  to  (lu'lr  assist- 
ance. 

l^pon  I'eadiiiy  this  pmagrapli — 

"  Jti'siibs,  tin-  (irniK  vc  r<irrij  <irt'  a  ferhlc  Hureti/for  our  Jidclili/. 
It  is  not,  i(  i/uii  that  till  iiiliiiliituut  iiusxi:,sxvn,  vhirh.  will  Icuil  hint  tu 
remit,  nor  the  tleprivhitj  him  of  thilt  ijini  that  will  iiidkr  him  mure 
fiiithfnl,  but  his  eonHvienvi:  oloiic  oiii/ht  to  ('ntiiujr  him  to  uuiintniii 
hit  onth, — " 

"  Tliey  were  asked  what  excust;  they  couhl  make  for 
their  presumption  in  tliis  paragraph,  and  treating  the 
Government  with  such  in(li<>-nitv  and  ('outenir)t  as  to 
expound  to  them  the  nature  of  lideUty,  and  to  presori1)e 
what  Avonhl  ht,'  the  security  proper  to  he  relied  on  hy 
the  (lovernment  for  their  sincerity.  That  their  con- 
sciences oufflit  indeed  to  euffaoe  them  to  hdelitv  from 
their  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  king,  and  that,  if  they 
were  sincere  in  their  duty  to  the  erown,  they  would  not 
he  so  anxious  for  their  arms,  when  it  was  the  pleasure 
of  the  King's  Government  to  demand  them  for  His 
^hijcsty's  service. 

••  They  were  then  informed  that  a  very  fair  oppor- 
tunity now  presented  itself  to  them  to  manifest  the 
reality  of  their  ohedience  to  the  Government  by  imme- 
diately taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  in  the  common 
form  hi'toii'  the  Council.  Their  reply  to  his  proposal 
was.  that  they  were  not  come  prepared  to  resolve  the 
Council  (»n  that  liead.  Thev  were  then  told  that  thev 
very  well  knew  for  those  six  years  past  the  same  thing 
had  often  been  proposed  to  them  and  had  been  as  often 
evaded,  luuler  various  frivolous  pretences ;  that  they 
had  been  often  informed  that  some  time  or  other 
it  would  be  requested  of  them  and  must  be  done,  and 
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that  the  Council  did  not  doubt  but  they  knew  the 
sentiments  of  the  inhabitants  in  general,  and  had 
fully  considered  and  determined  this  point  with  re- 
gard to  themselves  before  now,  as  they  had  been 
already  indulged  in  with  six  years  to  form  a  resolution 
thereon. 

"They  then  desired  they  might  return  home  and 
consult  the  body  of  the  people  U[)on  this  subject,  as  tht'y 
could  not  do  otherwise  than  the  generality  of  the  in- 
habitants should  determine,  for  that  they  were  desirous 
of  either  refusing  or  accepting  the  oath  in  a  body,  and 
could  not  possibly  determine  till  they  knew  the  senti- 
ments of  their  constituents. 

"  Upon  this  80  extraoriiinary  a  rejylj/-,  they  were  in- 
formed they  would  not  be  permitted  to  return  for  any 
such  purpose,  but  that  it  was  expected  from  them  to 
declare  on  the  spot,  for  their  own  particulars,  as  they 
might  very  well  be  expected  to  do  after  having  had  so 
long  a  time  to  consider  upon  that  point.  They  then 
asked  leave  to  retire  to  consult  among  themselves, 
which  they  were  permitted  to  do,  when,  near  after  an 
hour's  recess,  they  returned  with  the  same  answer,  that 
they  could  not  consent  to  the  oath  as  prescribed  with- 
out consulting  the  general  body,  but  that  they  were 
ready  to  take  it  as  they  had  done  before  ;  to  which  they 
were  answered :  That  His  Majesty  had  disapproved  of 
the  manner  of  their  taking  the  oath  before.  That  it 
was  not  consistent  with  his  honor  to  make  any  condi- 
tions, nor  could  the  Council  accept  their  taking  the  oath 
in  any  other  way  than  as  all  other  His  Majesty's  sub- 
jects were  obliged  by  law  to  do  when  called  upon,  and 
that  it  was  now  expected  they  should  do  so  ;  which,  they 
still  declining,  they  were  allowed  till  the  next  morning 
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at  ten  of  the  clock  to  come  to  a  resolution.  To  which 
time  the  Council  then  adjourned. 

**  The  next  day,  the  Council  being  met  according  to 
iidjounmient,  the  Acadian  deputies  who  were  yesterday 
oi-dered  to  attend,  were  brought  in,  and  upon  being 
iisked  what  resolution  they  were  come  to  in  regard  to 
tlie  oath,  they  declared  they  could  not  consent  to  take 
tlie  oath  in  the  form  required  without  consulting  the 
body.  They  were  then  informed  that,  as  they  had  now 
for  their  own  particulars,  refused  to  Uike  the  oath  as 
directed  by  law,  and  thereby  sufficiently  evinced  the 
sincerity  of  their  inclination  towards  the  Government, 
the  Council  could  no  longer  look  on  them  as  subjects  to 
His  Britannic  Majesty,  hut  a«  subjects  to  the  king  of 
France,  and  as  such  they  must  hereafter  he  treated ;  and 
they  were  ordered  to  withdraw. 

"  The  Council,  after  consideration,  were  of  opinion 
that  directions  should  be  given  to  Captain  Murray  to 
order  the  Aeadiaiis  forthwith  to  choose  and  send  to 
Halifax  new  deputies  with  the  general  resolution  of  the 
said  inhabitants  in  regard  to  taking  the  oath,  and  that 
none  of  them  should  for  tlie  future  be  admitted  to  take 
it  after  having  once  refused  so  to  do,  hut  that  effectual 
measures  ought  to  be  taken  to  remove  such  recusants  out 
of  the  Province. 

"The  deputies  who  had  just  withdrawn  were  then 
called  in  again,  and  having  been  informed  of  this  res- 
olution, and  finding  they  could  no  longer  avail  them- 
selves of  the  disposition  of  the  Government  to  engage 
them  to  dutiful  behavior  by  lenity  or  persuasion, 
offered  to  take  the  oath,  but  were  informed  that,  as  there 
was  no  reason  to  hope  their  proposed  compliance  pro- 
ceeded from  an  honest  mind,  and  could  he  esteemed  only 
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thf  I'tf'frf  of'  iniii/)i(/nion  ami  force,  and  i»  contmrt/  to  a 
vlanxi'  in  an  not  of  I*in'/innti'nt  I.  Oeori/c  11.  chap.  /■>, 
\\]H!\v,\)y  persons  who  liiive  once  rclusod  lo  tiike  oaths 
cannot  l>c  at'turwanls  permitted  to  takt^  thcni,  Intt  nm- 
iiitli'iri/  (IX  J'oftlx/i  /it'i'ifxuntx.  'rhcicl'nrc,  they  wonhl 
not  now  Ihj  indulged  with  such  permission.  And  they 
were  thereni)on  nnlert'tl  into  ronfini'infnt." 

'V\w  foi'egoing  documents  I  have  i('pro(hici'd  in  their 
entirety  oi-  in  tlieir  essential  parts,  in  spile  of  iheir 
length,  because  I  consider  them  as  tlu;  key  to  the  situa- 
tion. Far  from  shirking  dilliculties,  I  limit  tliem  uj) ;  I 
iim  on  the  look-out  for  anything  that  may  throw  light 
oil  this  lost  chapter;  I  havi;  a  spe(;ial  i»reference  for 
choosing  what  the  Compiler  has  deemed  unfavorable  to 
the  Acadians;  and,  as  far  as  I  can,  I  endeavor  to  enable 
the  reader  to  judge  for  himself.  Almost  invariably  wo 
have  nothing  but  the  Ciovernment  version  of  facts.  If 
this  version  proves  Law'rence's  action  inijustitiable,  it 
must  be  emphatically  so.  What  further  iniipiity  might 
be  revealed,  were  theie  in  existence  a  plea  for  the  otluir 
side,  and  could  we  but  get  at  the  hidden  motives  that 
are  forever  bui-ied  beyond  our  ken?  Although  in  the 
above  extracts  we  have  the  unusual  good  fortune  of 
reading  a  petition  from  the  Acadians  themselves — a 
favor  which  we  no  doul)t  owe  to  the  strictures  passed 
upon  it — still  it  is  none  the  less  Lawrence's  case  stated 
by  himself,  drawn  up  with  care  and  with  his  own  i-e- 
niarkable  skill,  in  view  of  future  self-defence,  sliotdd 
.such  be  needed. 

Philip  IT.  Smith,  in  Ids  book,  "  Acadia — a  Lost  Chap- 
ter in  American  History,"  refers  as  follows  to  the  mat- 
ter in  hand : 

"  We  open  the  chapter  by  allowing  this   siniplr  people  to  tell  the 
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story  of  tiit'lr  HiilTi>riii;(  uiid  wroiiKM  in  ilio  following  M«>iiiorinl  to 
(iiivt'tiioi' l.ii\vr*>iin>,  iiiiilcr <liili' (if  .liiiK'  loth,  17-V),  prfviiiiiH  to  the 
full  of  llciiiiscjoiii'  anil  ollit-r  Kivnrli  rfVtTMos  on  llif  I'i'niiisnia.  We 
ni)>nti(ni  this,  its  otlicrwist'  it  niif^ht  Ix*  suld  tlii>y  \V(>r(>  (llHhriii-ti'n(>«l, 
anil  rami-  to  sni>  for  pi'aci'  only  itflrr  havini;  lost  all  hopr.  U'l*  iiHk 
llit>  caiiilid  ifailcr  to  piTiist' the  iloi'tniK'nl  carofnlly,  iinil  jnil;;i>  for 
hiinst-lf  whi'thiM'  th(t  striftiirt's  put  upon  It  hy  (ioviMiior  Lawrvnco uru 
jnsi  or  oIIutwIm'." 

The  siiiim  (|Uc'.slion  is  in  order  liiMV.  What  cmi  l)e 
pleiuUfil  ill  (hftonce  of  thtfiiilMlnii y  iiiid  iiisiiltiiij,mu'tho(lM 
\vhi(di  liiiwit'iKH!  t'liiployed  in  ordrr  IViiii(hik'iitly  to 
taki'  iiwiiy  the  arms  of  the  Acadiaiis  ?  Had  titey  het'ii 
yiiilty.  I  will  not  say  of  insurrection,  of  takinj''  tip  iirnis, 
of  insubordination,  of  resistance  to  orders,  hut  of  any- 
thing whatever  that  niit,dit  cast  the  slightest  reasonahle 
doubt  on  the  maintenance  of  peace?  Are  there  any 
such  facts  alleged?  If  so,  let  them  he  recited.  On 
whicli  side  was  tlie  provocation  ?  Was  it  not  altogether 
on  Lawrence's  part?  Who  were  the  insulted  parties,  if 
not  tlie  Acadians  themselves,  against  whom  such  deeds 
of  duplicity  were  (h)ne  ?  Where  was  tlie  danger,  since 
even  when  thus  provoked,  they  yielded  up  at  the  first 
intimation,  without  resistance,  whatever  arms  they  pos- 
sessed, at  the  very  moment  when  expressions  of  mis- 
trust seemed  to  suggest  that  tliey  should  disobey  and 
not  throw  themselves  upon  the  mercy  of  a  man  whose 
cruelty  was  notorious?  Danger?  Was  not  Lawrence 
creating  it  by  rutuiing  the  risk  of  exiis[)erating  a  peace- 
ful people  who  had  weapons  enough,  even  fifter  this  first 
seizure,  to  imperil  the  province?  Can  any  one  believe 
that  he  would  have  acted  in  this  absurdly  dangerous 
fashion,  had  he  entertained  au}'  doubt  of  tlieir  fidelity? 
Lawrence  was  too  artful  to  take  such  a  leap  in  the  dark. 
He  was  fully  aware  that,  firm  and  even  stubborn  though 


'3, 


M 


A    IJKSI'KCTFl  I,    I'OMITION. 


21 


tliiM  pt'oplo  inij»lit  Ih!,  tln^y  wtMo  pt'iux'ahli!  iiiul  law-abid- 
ing, and  that  liu  might  harry  them  with  impunity. 

Over  and  over  again  hav(?  I  ivad  that  petition  wiii(*h 
Lawrence  and  his  eouneil  liiid  so  arrogant  and  so  insult- 
ing to  the  King.  I  eainiot  for  tin;  life  of  m(>  lind  in  it 
anything  hut  a  clear  ami  precise  document,  expresst^l 
in  the  humhhist  and  most  snhmissivo  language.  Tho 
only  fault  I  am  inclined  to  see  in  it  is  that  it  seems  too 
Huhmissive  after  the  shameful  tr(!atnient  of  the  Acadians 
which  was  the  occasion  of  this  petition,  lictthe  reader 
ask  himself  if,  under  such  eircumstanees.  he  would  (!on- 
tine  himself  to  so  resj)e(!tful  a  dociiinent.  To  luy  mind 
it  is  not  the  ac(aised,  hut  the  acuaiser,  Lawrence  himself, 
on  whom  the  guilt  of  insolence  rests.  If  the  petition 
was  insolent,  it  was  because  Lawrence  was  arrogant  and 
brutal  and  was  seeking  his  own  interest  in  linding  it 
insolent.  lie  took  advantage  of  his  power  to  divert 
attention  from  his  own  odious  conduct  by  words  of 
seemingly  honest  indignation  which  were  in  very  truth 
applicable  to  himself  alone.  Knowing,  as  we  do,  with 
what  severity  he  visited  the  only  ease  of  disobedience 
— if  indeed  it  Wiis  disobedien(;e — \vhich  occurred  during 
his  administration,  we  are  justified  in  refusing  to  accept 
his  vague  and  general  accusations  and  in  insisting  on 
detailed  proofs.  IL'id  his  rebuke  been  merited,  he 
would  undoubtedly  have  supported  it  there  and  then 
with  specific  facts;  whereas  at  no  time,  whether  before 
or  after  or  at  this  juncture,  did  he  deal  in  anything  but 
high-sounding  generalities. 

Before  the  thunders  of  his  high  mightiness,  these 
poor  people  could  only  bow  their  heads  and  stammer 
out  excuses  to  him  who  brooked  no  discussion  noy  «!x- 
planatiou.      What   was  the  use  of    answering  a  pas- 
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sionate  tyrant  who  was  determined  beforeliand  to  find 
fault  with  everything  they  might  say?  How  dare  tliey 
contradict  his  assertions  wlien  he  paused  for  a  reply  ? 
They  were  too  prudent  to  do  so.  They  knew  that  if 
they  did  they  would  be  considered  doubly  impudent. 
So  they  chose  to  be  silent.  Hence  in  the  report  those 
passages :  "  They  acknowledged  the  justice  and  lenity 
of  the  Government ;  "  "  they  were  incapable  of  making 
any  reply."  But,  if  they  could  only  hang  their  heads 
and  hold  their  tongues,  history  can  decide  which  was 
the  insolent  party.  The  lineal  descendant  of  Lawrence's 
victims  can.  though  late,  now  rend  the  veil  that  still 
hides  his  infamy,  and  brand  his  memory  as  that  of  a 
scoundrel. 

Let  us  examine  his  accusations  one  by  one.  He 
charges  the  Acadians  with  having  secretly  assisted  the 
Indians,  in  the  face  of  the  fact  tliat,  for  the  past  five 
years,  not  one  group  of  Indians  had  resided  in  the  Penin- 
sula or  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Acadians.  Since 
Cornwallis  had  set  a  price  on  their  heads,  they  all  dwelt 
on  the  French  side  at  IJeausejour,  from  which  the 
Acadifin  settlements  were  separated  by  long  distances. 
Besides,  it  is  well  known  that  the  Acadians  near  the 
frontier  and  at  Cobequid  had  much  to  suffer  from  the 
Indians  at  a  time  when  Forts  Lawrence,  Edward  and 
Vieux  Logis  were  not  yet  built.  Under  these  circum- 
stances it  is  difiicult  to  understand  on  what  foundation 
Lawrence's  charge  could  rest.* 

He  next  charges  them  with  not  giving  "  timely  intel- 
ligence'" of  the  movements  of  the  French.     This  accu- 


*  Mr  Provost,  writing  to  tho  Minister  on  the  27th  of  September,  1750, 
said,  of  tho  Acadian  rofu><ees  at  BoauHejour  on  French  territory  ;  "  The 
English  have  come  down  to  Beaiisfijour  to  found  a  settlement.  The 
Indians  want  to  molest  them,  but  the  Acadians  will  not  allow  it." 
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sation  can  refer  only  to  the  French  raids  from  1744  to 
1748.  Although  their  position  as  Neutrals  might  have 
been  interi)reted  as  relieving  them  from  the  duty  of  in- 
forming the  authorities,  nevertheless,  they  did  give 
vahiable  information  on  many  occasions.  I  liave  men- 
tioned some  of  these  in  the  course  of  tliis  work,  among 
others,  the  French  attack  on  (J rand  V\6.  Wlien  they 
warned  Colonel  Noble  of  the  project  they  had  wijid  of, 
he  laughed  at  tliem,  with  the  result  we  know.*  Tliere 
arc  rei)eated  proofs  tliat,  in  all  these  raids,  the  Frencli, 
for  fear  of  that  "  timely  intelligence  "  communicated 
by  the  Aciulians  to  the  English,  took  the  ])iecaution  of 
guarding  all  the  roads.  We  see  that  they  did  so  before 
tlic  (hand  Vr6  light:  "  As  it  was  intended,"  says  Camp- 
bell (Hist,  of  N.  S.  page  95),  "  to  take  the  English  by 
snrpiise,  the  woods  were  guarded,  so  that  intelligence 
might  not  reach  them."  See  also  Murdoch,  vol.  II., 
page  100.  Other  instances  of  this  timeli/  {nfeUu/ence 
fuinislicd  bv  the  Acadians  to  the  English  authorities, 
arc  to  l)e  found  at  i)ages  183,  188,  147,  152,  155,  157, 
177-188,  and  G05  of  the  volume  of  the  Archives  itself; 
and  in  Murdoch,  vol.  I.,  page  411 ;  vol.  H.,  pages  18-25, 
42.  73-76. 

Of  course  there  may,  or  rather  must  have  been 
instances  of  an  opposite  character.  To  deny  this  would 
argue  ignorance  o''  human  nature.  But  the  only  im- 
portant juncture  where  ignorance  of  the  facts  was  dis- 
astr(tus  to  the  English  was  the  (Jrand  Vr6  raid,  a.d  we 
have  just  seen  that  the  Acadia.ns  deserved  thankis,  not 
blame,  for  their  conduct  then.  If  Lawrence  had  any 
sjK'cial  charge  in  view,  it  must  have  been  this  case, 
which  is  the  only  one  si)ecilied.  and  on  which  the  Aca- 

•  Hauuiiy— Murdoch. 
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diaiis  liaci  to  offer  an  explanation.  They  readily  did  so 
and  it'  we  now  are  certain  that  they  gave  information  of 
the  designs  of  the  French,  we  owe  that  knowledge  to 
this  investigation,  failing  which  historians  would  still 
go  on  borrowing  from  each  other,  as  an  unquestionable 
historical  f.act,  a  charge  which  we  know  to  be  false.  To 
find  pretexts  Lawrence  was  obliged  to  go  back  eight  or 
nine  years  and  condemn  the  behavior  of  the  Acadians 
when  it  had  been  repeatedly  praised  by  Governor  Mas- 
carene,  and  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  few  culprits 
during  this  war  were  denounced  by  the  Acadians  them- 
selves and  punished. 

"  That  many  of  them  had  even  appeared  in  arms 
against  His  Majesty.''^  This  accusation,  if  true,  could 
onl}'-  refer  to  the  three  hundred  Acadians  who  had  just 
been  taken  armed  at  the  surrender  of  Beaus(ijour,  and 
who  had  been  pardoned  b}^  Monckton  because  they  had 
taken  up  arms  under  penalty  of  death ;  and  thus  this 
charge  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  men  whom  Lawrence 
had  before  him. 

"  77m/  theji  had  been  indolent  and  idle  on  their  landfi,  had 
negleeted  hnHba)idr!j  and  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  and  have  been 
of  no  vne  to  the  Province,  either  in  huHbandn/.  trade  or  Jisherj/, 
bnt  had  been  rather  an  obstruction  to  the  King's  intei  'ons  in 
the  settlenu'id.'' 

These  accusations  are  at  once  childish  and  false. 
Even  were  they  true  they  were  out  of  place  in  such  a 
meeting.  At  any  rate  the}'  show  how  difficult  it  was 
for  him  to  fabricate  grievances.  If  the  Acadians  had 
really  been  unthrifty  the  preponderating  blame  must 
fall  on  their  Goveiiiors.  For  forty  3'ears  they  were 
refused  titles  to  their  lands  as  well  as  the  privilege  of 
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taking  up  new  homesteads,  and  were  thus  condemned 
to  live  on  small  parcels  of  land  which  paralyzed  their 
ambition  and  energy.  And  yet,  in  spite  of  this  par- 
celling out,  they  produced  more  than  was  needed  for 
the  whole  Province.  "  Your  lands,"  Cornwallis  said  to 
them,  "  produce  grain  and  nourish  cattle  sufficient  for 
the  whole  Colony.  We  are  well  aware  of  your  industry 
and  your  temperance,  and  that  you  are  not  addicted  to 
any  vice  or  debaiu^hery." 

"  I  found  it,"  Winslow  said  two  montlis  after  this 
meeting,  when  he  was  about  to  proceed  to  deport  the 
Acadians,  "a  fine  country  and  full  of  inhabitants,  a 
beautiful  church,  abundance  of  the  goods  of  this  world, 
and  provisions  of  all  kinds  in  great  plenty." 

"  Mr.  Cornwallis  can  inform  your  Lordships,"  Hop- 
son  wrote  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  "  how  useful  and 
necessary  these  people  are  to  us,  how  impossible  it  is  to 
do  without  them,  or  to  replace  them  even  if  we  had 
other  settlers  to  put  into  their  places." 

Two  years  had  not  yet  elapsed  since  the  writing  of 
these  lines.  No  change  had  taken  place,  save  that  a 
tyrant  had  succeeded  an  upright  and  honest  man. 
What  the  one  had  seen  and  judged  with  the  noble 
instincts  of  a  man,  the  other  had  seen  and  judged  with 
the  instincts  of  a  brute  intensilied  by  low  greed.  Tlie 
Acadians  had  been  reproached  Avith  a  too  exclusive 
devotedness  to  the  fisheries  and  tlie  fur  trade  in  the 
beginnings  of  the  colony.  Lawrence  now  finds  means  to 
twit  them  witli  a  too  exclusive  devotedness  to  agricult- 
ure. We  shall  see  how,  later  on,  the  English  colonists, 
who  occupied  these  same  lands  begged  the  (rovernor 
to  allow  them  to  employ  the  Acadians  in  rebuilding  the 
dikes  which  they  could  not  build  themselves. 


26 


MOUNTAINOUS    MOLK-HILL. 


I  pass  on  to  the  last  objection,  which  seems  to  have 
been  deemed  the  gravest,  the  most  insolent.  I  ci-ave 
the  reader's  pardon  for  delaying  him  so  long  with  what 
he  and  I  must  look  upon  as  trifles.  My  excuse  is  the 
importance  attached  to  this  petition  ai)parently  so 
humble  and  so  respectful.  Harmless  as  this  document 
may  seem,  everything  is  made  to  turn  upon  it;  Law- 
rence makes  a  mountain  out  of  this  mole-hill.  We  are 
therefore  forced  to  look  at  it  on  every  side  as  he  does. 
For  any  one  that  will  take  the  trouble  to  reflect,  to 
penetrate  the  character  and  motives  of  this  man  and  to 
pass  judgment  on  the  events  in  which  he  was  the  prime 
mover,  this  particular  item  holds  the  mirror  up  to  him 
with  striking  fidelity. 

Here  is  the  insolent  paragraph : 
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"  Besides,  the  arms  we  carry  are  a  feeble  surety  for  our  fidelity. 
It  is  not  a  gun  that  an  inhabitant  possesses,  which  will  lead  him  to 
revolt,  nor  the  depriving  him  of  that  gun  that  tcill  make  him  more 
faithfnl,  but  his  conscience  alone  ought  to  engage  him  to  maintain 
his  oath." 


*'  They  were  asked  Avhat  excuse  they  could  make  for 
their  presumption  in  this  paragraph,  and  treating  the 
Government  with  such  indignity  and  contempt  as  to 
expound  to  them  the  nature  of  fidelity,  and  to  prescribe 
what  would  be  tlie  security  proper  to  be  relied  on  by 
the  Government  for  their  sincerity." 

An  interpretation  such  as  this  supposes  no  mean  exer- 
cise of  the  imagination.  Far  from  presenting  any  real 
cause  for  complaint,  this  paragraph  is  a  j)roof  of  good 
faith  and  honesty  of  purpose.  Tliis  language  of  the 
Acadian  petitionei's  sets  forth  in  a  striking  way  how 
much  they  valued  their  oath  of  fidelity.     This  was  the 
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iin[)ression  these  poor  ])eople  had  hoi)ed  to  create. 
Th  no  doubt  flattered  thenistlves  that  this  very  para- 
gr,.  .1  wouUl  convince  Lawrence  that  conscience  was 
their  guiding  star.  But  tliey  were  expostuhiting  with 
a  man  \vl»o  had  no  conscience.  It  Wiu>  the  old  fable  of 
the  wolf  and  the  hunb.  In  vain  did  tlie  poor  little  lamb 
reply  that  he  couhl  not  possibly  make  the  water  muddy, 
since  he  was  drinking  down  stream,  that  he  could  not 
have  been  guilty  of  the  slander  the  wolf  charged  him 
with,  since  at  the  time  mentioned  he  was  not  yet  born  ; 
he  was  devoured.  There  is  no  reasoning  with  the  maw 
of  a  famished  wolf.  Lawrence's  grievances  and  rage 
liad  no  more  valid  motives  than  the  wolf's.  It  was  a 
storm  in  a  teapot,  but  one  tliat  was  to  scatter  to  the 
four  winds  of  heaven  a  gentle  and  peaceable  people, 
in  order  that  the  persecutor  might  fatten  on  their 
s[)oils. 

After  having  stood  the  fire  of  Lawrence's  reproaches, 
the  Acadian  delegates  were  requested  to  take  tliere  and 
then  an  uniestricted  oath.  They  begged  to  be  allowed 
to  return  to  their  homes  in  order  to  consult  with  their 
])eople  and  come  to  a  luianimous  decision  on  the  ques- 
tion. If  Lawrence  sincerely  wislied  to  obtain  this  oath, 
he  would  have  shown  wisdom  and  good  policy  by  grant- 
ing this  easy  favor,  from  which  no  harm  could  come. 
Instead  of  acceding  to  their  prayer,  lie  gave  them 
twenty-four  hours  for  a  final  answer.  The  next  day 
their  answer  was  the  same  :  We  are,  said  they,  delegates 
each  one  from  his  own  district;  we  cannot,  either  in 
our  own  name  or  in  that  of  the  people,  make  any  pledge 
without  consulting  all  our  fellow-countrymen  ;  we  wish 
to  come  to  a  decision,  whether  for  or  against,  which 
«hall  be  the  same   for  all.     Thev  were  told  that  the 
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Council  could  no  longer  consider  them  as  subjects  of 
His  Britannic  Majesty,  hnt  an  Huhjct'ts  of  the  Kin</  of 
France,  ami  <is  itHrh  the  if  mumt  h-reafter  he  treated. 
Would  to  God  they  had  been,  subsequently,  treated  as 
subjects  of  the  King  of  France! 

If,  on  account  of  their  refusal  to  swear  allegiance  in 
the  ordinary  way.  they  were  looked  upon  as  French 
subjects,  the  Acadians  ouglit  to  have  been  allowed  to 
go  away  a^i  they  had  begged  and  inii)lored  many  a  time 
but  always  in  vain.  It  was  not  by  their  own  will  they 
were  there,  but  by  the  restraint  of  their  governors. 
And  if,  on  account  of  that  refusal,  they  became  once 
more  French  subjects,  why  had  Lawrence  himself  ad- 
dressed a  proclamation  to  those  who  had  left  the  count  ly 
five  yeai-s  Ix^fore,  declaring  that  they  were  not  releasvd 
from  their  oath  of  fidelity,  that  they  would  be  co:i- 
sidered  as  British  subjects  and  treated  as  rebels  if  found 
armed  ? 

In  this  entire  petition  there  is  but  one  sentence 
which,  malevolentlv  internretcd,  miirht  ffive  undnaue  to 
a  des^mt ;  and  even  of  tliis  sentence  we  know  not  if  it 
has  been  correctly  translated.  At  any  rate,  we  mn^t 
bear  in  mind  how  they  had  been  provoked  by  the  clan- 
destine seizure  of  their  arms.  Besides,  the  second  peti- 
tion, protesting  that  the  first  was  well  meant,  ought  to 
have  sufiiced  to  convince  T^awrence  of  tlicir  sincerity 
and  good  intentions.  Murdoch  says  of  tliis  petition 
and  of  those  that  followed  it:  "The  different  Memo- 
rials of  the  Acadians  are  long  and  argumentative,  and 
are  couched  in  respectful  language." 

On  the  refusal  to  take  the  oath  immediately,  the  Coun- 
cil decided  that  insti'uctions  should  be  sent  to  Caj^tain 
Muriay,  bidding  the  .Vcadians  name  new  delegates,  tliat» 
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should  they  not  take  the  oath,  measures  should  be  taken 
to  expel  these  Popish  lecusmits  from  the  province. 
The  delegates  were  then  called  in  and  informed  of  this 
decision.  In  the  face  of  this  threat,  indefinite  but  ter- 
rible, they  offered  to  take  the  oath.  "  Too  late,"  re- 
plied Lawrence ;  "  your  consent  is  but  the  offspring  of 
fear;  it  conies  not  of  a  sincere  attachment  to  His 
Majesty ;  there  is  an  Act  of  Parliament  against  admit- 
ting you  now  to  the  oath ;  you  can  no  longer  be  looked 
upon  otherwise  than  as  Popish  recusants." 

Lawrence  had  foreseen  that  nothing  short  of  extraor- 
dinary measures  could  drive  the  delegates  to  a  decis- 
ion without  first  consulting  their  constituents.  Despite 
his  hardihood,  he  would  have  been  greatly  embarrassed 
if  the  delegates  had  immediately  accepted  liis  proposals, 
had  he  not  accurately  guessed  how  they  would  behave. 
He  was  ready  for  every  emergency :  should  they  end  by 
consenting,  that  Act  of  Parliament  was  at  hand  to 
checkmate  them.  His  plan  would  have  been  endan- 
gered by  their  return  to  their  constituents :  for  there 
was  reason  to  fear  lest  the  delegates,  having  offered  to 
take  the  oath,  should  persuade  the  others  to  do  likewise; 
and,  as  the  oath  was  merely  a  pretext  to  mask  his  plan, 
a  general  offer  to  take  it  would  have  caught  him  in  his 
own  trap.  Therefore,  to  get  out  of  the  difficulty,  he 
put  the  delegates  in  prison.  "  It  does  not  appear,"  says 
Philip  H.  Smith,  "that  the  men  thus  summarily  im- 
prisoned, were  proven  guilty  of  assisting  the  king's 
enemies  or  refusing  to  supply  the  Government  with 
provisions,  nor  even  that  they  were  individually  charged 
with  the  offence,  neither  did  the  Council  make  any  but 
a  general  accusation  of  a  constant  disposition  to  distress 
the  English  subjects  without  deigning  to  support  the 
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cliai<j;«-'  with  a  single  instance  ciicunistantially  proven, 
or  ever  asserted." 

Had  the  Aeadians  taken  Lawrence  at  his  word  and 
sworn  allegiance  without  reserre,  we  must  infer  that  they 
would  have  been  allowed  to  remain  unmolested  on  their 
farms.  Would  he  have  acted  thus  with  rebels  or  people 
inclined  to  revolt?  Their  oath  of  fidelity  bound  them 
just  as  tirmly  to  loyalty  as  the  oath  which  he  now  pro- 
posed to  them.  If  they  were  rebellious  and  dangerous, 
what  was  the  use  of  a  new  oath  ?  No ;  it  is  quite  evi- 
dent that  the  dispersiou  of  the  Aeadians  and  the  un- 
speakable woe  brought  upon  them  were  not  caused  by 
the  dread  of  danger.  There  remains  but  one  cause,  and 
that  merely  the  semblance  of  one :  the  refusal  of  the 
oath.  Were  this  a  bona  iide  motive,  the  deportation 
would  still  be  a  monstrous  ciime,  though  without  profit 
for  its  author.  He  would  have  committed  it  when  he 
had  everything  to  lose  and  nothing  to  gain.  This  can- 
not be  :  because  all  the  precautions  he  took  to  hide  his 
projects  fron  the  Lords  of  Trade  show  that  he  was  play- 
ing a  risky  game,  where  the  stake  must  hav^e  been 
tempting  enough  to  counterbalance  the  risk  he  was 
about  to  run.  Wherefore  we  are  justified  in  concluding 
that  the  oath  was  but  a  pretext,  and  that  the  true  mo- 
tive of  the  deportatiou  was  some  tangible  advantage  to 
be  gained  by  Lawrence. 

Finally,  if  the  Aeadians  could  have  been  dangerous 
when  they  had  arms,  what  was  to  be  feared  now  that 
they  were  deprived  of  them  and  that  the  surrender  of 
these  arms  had  beeu  effected  without  resistance,  every- 
where, upon  a  mere  conmiand?  How  could  they  be 
dangerous  when  their  boats  had  been  confiscated,  and 
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when  the  French  had  been  expelled  from  all  their  strong 
holds  on  the  coast? 

Let  Mr.  Parkman  answer  this  question,  he  who,  in 
order  to  prejudge  the  matter,  has  not  so  much  as  al- 
luded to  the  seizure  of  arms  and  boats,  he  who  lias  care- 
fully eschewed  whatever  could  throw  light  on  this 
ignoble  tragedy. 
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CHAPTER   XXVII. 

June  28th  Lawrence  announces  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  the  taking 
of  Beausejour — He  ways  he  has  ordered  Monckton  to  expel  the 
Aca«Hans  from  13eausejour — July  ITith  Lawrence  gets  Bos- 
cawen  to  ai  prove  tlie  expulsion — Which  had  lon>?  since  been 
decided  upon — Proofs — Morris's  rei)ort — Lawrence  seeks  pre- 
texts— His  letter  of  July  IHth  to  the  Lords  of  Trade — He  dis- 
guises his  designs — JiUy  ^oth  one  hundred  Acadian  delegates 
appear  before  Lawrence — Refusal  of  the  oath — They  are  im- 
prisoned—The priests  t;arried  off — Letter  from  Daudin. 

The  niiiteriiil  part  of  the  deportation  was  lieiiceforth 
an  easy  matter.  But  there  remained  another  far  more 
serious  difHiculty  :  so  harbarous  an  aet  could  surely  not 
be  accomplished  without  the  consent  of  the  metropolitan 
authorities.  This  consent  was  out  of  the  question. 
Never  would  England  sanction  such  an  infamous  deed. 
Should  the  situation  become  unbearable,  sliould  the 
Acadians  rebel,  England  would  prefer  to  annihilate 
them  on  the  spot  by  force  of  arms  rather  than  to  lend 
herself  to  a  i)roject  like  that  which  Lawrence  had  con- 
ceived. However  the  Home  Government  must  be 
gradually  prepared  for  some  such  issue ;  hence  it  was 
that,  in  the  preceding  year,  when  he  gave  a  sombre  pict- 
ure of  the  Acadians,  he  had  vaguely  intimated  "  jY 
would  he  better  that  theii  were  awai/.^'' 

On  the  28th  of  June,  1755,  less  than  two  weeks  after 
the  evacuation  of  Beaus<ijoui-,  and  a  few  days  before  the 
consideration  of  the  petition  just  analyzed,  Lawrence, 
announcing  this  event  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  added : 
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••  Till'  ili'si'iii'il  Acdiliiiiin  lire  ililinriiiii  n/)  tlirir  nniis,  I  hjivo 
;;ivfn  liiin  (M<iiiclvtt>M),  onlrrs  lit  ilrii'r  Hum  out  of  the  vinnilrji  at 
(ill  ii'i-iiln  tlidiiKli.  '/  /"'  ii'iiiils  lliiir  iissislidiri'  in  fiiilliiii/  lln'. 
Iruiiiis  iniilrr  ri,ri-r,  hi'  iiiiii/  Jlrst  lankc  llwiit  do  all  tin'  .sc/tjVc  itt, 
lliiir  iiinrrr." 

This  letter  would  imply  tliat  Moiickloii  had  orders 
that  lie  should  conuiiuiid  such  Aeadiaus  as  dwelt  in  the 
tt-rritor)  which  Fruuce  had  just  evacniated  to  ([uil  the 
country,  and,  in  case  of  refusal,  that  he  should  constrain 
them  theieto  hy  force  of  anus.  Yet  this  was  not  Law- 
rence's intention  ;  far  from  it :  but  it  did  not  suit  his 
()iirpose  to  unveil  clearly  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  ]iis[)lan. 
I[e  had  to  li'ave  tluun  under  an  indelinite,  half-and-half 
impression,  by  way  of  [)i'e[)aratiou  for  the  extreme  nusas- 
ures  he  had  resolve(l  upon,  jjcfore  announcing  his 
intentions  with  regard  to  those  who  had  ntmained  (juiiit 
on  their  lands  in  the  Peninsula,  it  was  better  to  make 
mention  of  those  onl}'  who  had  long  been  refugees  at 
IJeauscjour,  and  about  whom  the  Lords  of  Trade  would 
feel  less  concern.  Almost  any  ])iec(!  of  audacity  may 
he  made  a  success  if  pre[)ai'ed  with  skilful  gradation. 
This  was  the  second  ste[».  Were  the  '•deserted  Aea- 
diaus'' exi)elled  in  accordance  with  the  order  he  said  he 
gave  Monckton  ?  ]>}'  no  means.  I  b;  took  g()t)d  care  that 
no  siush  expulsion  shouhl  take  place.  We  shall  soon 
see  that  he  was  completely  successful  in  cr(;ating  the 
indelinite  impression  he  wished  in  the  minds  of  the 
Lords  of  Tiade  ;  and  we  shall  also  see  that  his  i)roject, 
nuitilated  as  it  was  and  presented  in  a  softened  aspect, 
gave  rise  to  alarm  and  was  severely  blamed;  but  it  was 
too  late  then,  the  crime  w-as  cousunnnated. 

Lawrence  shows  us  by  this  letter  that  even  these 
Acadian     refugees   obeyed   the  order  to  deliver   their 
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iinus.  To  all  ii{)))«'ivmiK't'.s  tlu'}'  were  peueeiihle  iiiid  hu1>- 
inissive,  and  Lawrence  entertained  no  f»!ar.s  about  tliein, 
sin(!e  lie  intended,  before  expellintf  tlieni,  to  employ  tlieni 
on  the  fortilieations  of  lieans(^j()ui'. 

Another  |)oint,  whi(!h  proves  that  I^awrence  songlit  to 
l)rejii(lieo  the  Lends  of  Track;  atjainst  the  iKcadians.  is 
that  in  Ids  letter  he  makes  no  mention  of  the  fact  that 
the  three  hundred  Aeadians  found  armed  at  the  sur- 
rend»'r  of  Heausejour  were  pardoned  by  Monektnn  be 
cause  they  had  taken  up  arms  only  under  i)ain  of  death.* 
Surely  this  was  inii)ortant  enough  to  deserve  mention. 
With  a  similar  end  in  view,  writinj^  to  the  Lords  of 
Trade  the  precedinjjf  year,  he  told  them  that  those  who 
had  crossed  the  frontier  had  done  so  "  ii'i/liii;/fi/,'' 
although  he  was  aware  that  the  contrary  was  the  tiiith. 
And,  aftei'  all,  where  was  the  guilt  of  those  three 
hnndriid  Aeadians,  French  subjects,  taken  with  arms 
which  they  had  accepted  oidy  under  pain  of  death, 
especially  when  we  know  that  many  of  them  de- 
serted, and  that,  at  last,  those  who  remained  abso- 
lutely refused  to  light  ?  Moreover,  if  they  were  par- 
doned, why  should  they  be  punished  ?  And  the  one 
tbdusand  two  hundred  others,  on  the  French  side,  who 
f. I  ubbornly  refused  to  go  to  the  fort  and  arm  themselves, 
what  were  they  guilty  of?  All  these  considerations 
afford  clear  jjroof  of  their  peaceable  dispositions,  a])i'oot' 
which  a])plies  with  still  greater  force  to  the  Aeadians  of 
the  Peninsula. 

Not  daring  openly  to  ask  the  Lords  of  Trade  to 
approve  his  project  of  deportation,  Lawrence  sought 
support  elsewhere.     He  needed  some  one,  outside  of  his 

*  The  iirticli's  (if  tlio  ]ii>:uis(''ji(ur   capituUitiou,    so  important,  iiro  llko- 
wisij  omitted  by  the  Coin|>iliT. 


I 


UOSCAWEN    APPROVKS. 


86 


|,U'  iiud  s\\\y 
iihout  llu'iu, 
iMploy  tlu'iu 

CO  sought  to 
Ar'.uliiiMs,  is 

till-  fiU't  tluit 
I  :it  tin-  siir- 
Moiu'ktoM  lu' 
liii  of  (U'iilh.* 
rvo  mention, 
the  lionls  «»t' 
lat  those  wlio 

Alls  the  truth. 
•   those    three 
^>n  \vith  lunis 
iiin  of  death, 
of   them    ile- 
mained   abs(v 
ley  were  par- 
And  the  one 
R'h  side,  who 
m  themselves, 
considerations 
sitions,  aproot 
le  Aeadians  of 

of  Trade  to 
[vrence  sought 
I,  outside  of  his 

Smportant,  are  liko- 


*i  founoil,  to  share  with  liiiii  the  heavy  responsibility  ho 
Wiis  going  to  assumt;.  lie  must  seeuro  a  (Uifenee  hefore- 
iiand  and  prepare  a  i)lea  of  urgt'iicy  to  justify  iiimself. 
I'nihal)ly  because  his  audaciily  was  dreaded  he  had 
received  orders — In;  himself  tell  us  so — to  eonstdt  the 
i-onnnander  of  the  HeeL  in  eviuy  unforeseen  juncture 
thai  threatened  the  seeurity  of  the  I'rovince.  These 
oiilcrs  he  turned  to  his  own  advantage  and  thus  obtained 
the  support  of  the  Vice-Admii'al  then  at  Halifax,  Hos- 
eawen,  a[)tly  nicknamed  "  Heart  of  Oak."  He  was  just 
the  man  for  I^awrenee,  who  knew  liis  dis{)ositions  and 
Mad  skilfully  jirepared  him  to  accept  the  elierished  plan. 


"  The  Lieut. -Ctovernor  itci|uaiiite(l  tl»e  Counoil  that  Ih>  was  in- 
stnictffl  Ity  His  Majesty  to  consult  tlic  ('onimaiulcr-iii-Cliicf  of  tlie 
tlt'ft.  upon  any  fUUTKcncy  tiiat  luigiit  concern  tlie  security  of  tlie 
Province." 

The  iu!xt  <lay  IJoscawen,  accompanied  by  his  assistant, 
■Mostyn,  appeared  Ijefoie  the  Council: 

"They  approved  of  tlic  saiil  proceedinj^s,  and  jjave  it  as  thoir 
oiiinion,  tiiat  it  was  now  tlie  properest  time  to  oblifjfo  the  said  in- 
hal)itants  to  tdkc  tlw  oath  of  (tlli'i/hou-e  or  quit  the  Country.'' 

The  trick  was  thus  successfully  played.  This  oc- 
curred July  14th,  175"). 

The  reader  should  not  foi'get  that  he  is  face  to  face 
with  a  man  of  consiunmatc  artfulness,  with  a  house- 
painter's  a[)prentiee  who,  by  sheer  duplicity,  has  in  a 
few  years  raised  himself  to  an  exalted  position.  The 
superiority  of  ins  iiitelligence  would  of  itself  suffice  to 
account  for  his  success.  One  would  liave  to  be  very 
simple  to  believe  that  the  events  I  have  just  related 
were  the  result  of  unforeseen  accidents,  which  Lawrence 
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met  as  best  he  could  from  day  to  day.  His  letters  to 
the  Lords  of  Trade,  the  seizuie  of  anus,  his  feigned  iii- 
(Uguatiou,  liis  imaginary  grievances,  his  consnltatioiis 
with  Boseawen,  all  this  was  but  the  get-up  of  the  drama 
he  was  preparing,  so  many  means  to  an  end.  Happily, 
to  enlighten  us  as  to  his  intentions,  we  now  have  access 
to  a  document,  which  had  long  ago  disap[)cared  from 
the  Archives  and  was  discovered  by  the  Kev.  Andrew 
Brown.  It  affords  a  strong  presumption  that  Lawrence 
had  resolved  upon  the  deportation  long  l)efore  the  siege 
of  Beausojour,  and  that,  as  a  consequence,  his  giiev- 
ances,  his  s[)ecial  pleading  aneiit  the  oath,  etc.,  had 
nothiii"'  to  do  with  his  decision.  Tiue,  this  document 
is  undated,  but  it  beais  intrinsic  evidence  that  it  was 
drawn  up  before  the  events  1  have  related  above.  Mr. 
Grosart,  the  finder  and  purchaser  of  Brown's  MS.,  wrote 
at  the  bottom  of  this  document:  ""This  invidnid)le 
paper  was  drawn  U[)  by  .ludgc  Morris  carlj/  in  7/. >.>."' 

Morris,  then  Fiovincial  Surveyor,  had  been  cliai'ged 
by  Lawrence  with  the  p]'e[)aration  of  a  re[)ort  on  the 
most  effectual  method  of  deporting  the  Acadians.  liis 
report  is  very  long  and  replete  with  details.  '-One 
must  read  it  attentiveh*,"  says  (^asgi'ain,  "■  to  form  a 
just  estimate  of  the  undertaking  and  of  the  man.  to  l)c 
in  a  [losition  to  i4)preciate  them,  1  mean,  to  treat  them 
both  with  deserved  contempt."' 

Morris  begins  his  paper,  continues  ("asgrain,  with  most 
minute  top()grai)hical  details.  He  describes  each  jiarish, 
each  village,  and  even  each  small  cluster  of  Jionses, 
which  he  enumerates  one  by  one.  He  indicates  the 
situation  thereof,  whether  on  the  seashore,  near  the 
rivers  or  in  the  interior.  He  points  out  all  the  water- 
ways and  roads   by  which  the   Acadians  eoidd  escape 
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and  suggests  how  they  coukl  1)e  intercepted.  He  omits 
neither  one  patrol  to  guard  a  land-route  nor  one  cruiser 
to  protect  a  sea-passage.  In  all  this  he  exhibits  a  feline 
sagacity  that  forcibly  reminds  one  of  a  cat  watching  a 
mouse,  liut  the  good  judge  really  surpasses  liimself  in 
the  variety  of  snares  and  lies  he  invents  to  surprise  and 
seize  the  poor  Acadians.  For  instance,  an  effort  must 
be  made  to  spread  among  them  beforehand  a  rumor  that 
they  are  to  be  transported,  not  into  exile  into  a  foreign 
country,  but  to  Canada.  Once  they  come  under  this 
false  impression  they  will  be  more  willing  to  do  as  they 
are  bid.  If  only  they  could  be  persuaded  to  give  them- 
selves up  of  their  own  accord  I  lint  that  is  hardly  feas- 
ible. No  doubt  on  Sundays,  when  they  are  together 
in  church,  they  might  be  surrounded  and  arrested. 
Wl'at  if  they  were  surprised  in  their  beds  ?  Hut  they 
are  too  luunerous  and  too  scatteretl  for  that.  Finally, 
the  judge  lays  his  linger  on  the  best  method,  the  one 
which  was  adojited  at  last :  send  to  Mines  and  else- 
where strong  detachments  of  soldiers  to  make  the 
people  prisonpre  after  they  had  come  together  for  a 
public  (,•  eto  ;. 

For  Hie     xttci  luiderstanding    of  this    document,  I 
fpj'.  11''  a  f  ;w  extracts: 

"  Tl)t  niunher  of  inon  necessarj-  to  rp  <'^-  *he  Acadians,  and 
the  pliio  >s  to  post  them  will  depend  much  on  tlieir  behaviour,  and 
it  will  i-.iuch  facilitate  tlicir  rcddiiH'ss  to  (jo.  if  ;,  persuasion  could 
obtain  among  them  Hud  they  an'  to  he  reniorcd  to  L'aumht,  could 
it  be  propagated  hy  common  report,  for  it  is  natural  to  think  they 
will  be  unwilling  to  (piit  their  ]n.ssessiv;!W,  and  to  offer  themselves 
voluntarily  to  he  transported  (Jiei/  1->ioh'  nof  trhiiher,  1  apprehend 
such  a  persuasion  iroidd  (jre'^ilji  fde't'tu"  the  enterprise.  .  .  If 
tliey  can  posaihW  he  jwr-.nadi  d  losin  -rider  themHelvesvoliintarilii, 
or  if  they  can  be  ap;»re,'icxided  fj  ony  stratagem.     The  rest  might 
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submit  willingly;  but,  if  they  prove  obstinate,  and  take  to  the 
woods,  (iiul  take  up  arms,  it  will  require  the  whole  force  of  the 
Colony  to  subdue  them. 

"If  strong  detaclnnents  were  placed  in  the  villages  of  Grand 
Pre,  Pigiguit  and  Canard,  at  a  certain  day,  thej-  MUglit  be  all  sum- 
moned to  attend,  and  then  seize  on  all  those  tliat  attend ;  or 
whether  to  invest  tlieir  churches  on  a  Sunday  to  be  agreed  on,  and 
to  seize  on  all  present :  or  whether  to  invest  their  villages  in  the 
night,  and  seize  them  in  bed  ;  their  living  in  such  scattering  situa- 
tion will  render  this  difficult :  a  lumber  of  whaleboats  would  be 
absolutely  necess;iry  if  this  were  concluded  on,  to  seize  all  those 
contiguous  to  the  Bsisin,  wliich  would  be  best  stationed  at  Grand 
Pre,  as  being  near  the  centre  of  the  settlements  t  rom  whence  they 
may  be  sent  out. 

"  In  short,  it  is  difficul*  to  conjecture  how  it  may  be  accom- 
plished, but  the  circiunstances  as  tliey  arise,  will  afford  tlie  best 
information  of  the  most  effectual  methods  of  deali  ig  with  them. 
Hapi)!i  would  it  he,  if  they,  in  geueral,  come  in.  of  their  own  accord ! 

"  Is  it  not  possible  to  employ  some  person  who  can  be  confided 
in,  and  who  hiis  been  among  them,  to  sound  their  present  disj)osi- 
tion  and  intention,  and  from  thence  to  take  measures  accord- 
ingly V  " 

What  treaclieiy !  To  what  acts  of  base  servility  may 
not  the  desire  of  self-advancement  impel  a  man,  perhaps 
otherwise  upriglit  enough,  who  wants  to  please  an  cdio'i':: 
despot  I    Morris's  re\vard  was  a  judgeship. 

It  is  noteworthy  that,  among  all  Morris's  infernal 
combinations,  not  the  slightest  allusion  occu 's  Lo  tlie 
unrestricted  oath,  about  which  so  mucli  fuss  v>iis  to  L^ 
made  a  few  weeks  later.  Evidently,  it  was  of  little 
consequence  whether  the  Acadians  took  this  oath  or 
not;  they  were  in  an}-  case  condemned  to  deportation. 
"  T/ici/  arc  at  all  aiJveutures  to  be  rooted  out : ''  these  are 
Morris's  own  Avords.  Was  I  not  right  in  saying  that 
the  oath  wtis  but  the  semblance  of  a  motive,  a  sham  to 
make  the  deportation  plausible?  The  same  may  be 
said  of  all  Lawrence's  other  shifts. 
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This  is  liow  Brown  himself  brands  iliat  hideous  paper 
and  its  autlior: 

"  Tlie  subject  was  referred  to  Mr.  Morris,  as  best  acciiiaiiitcd 
with  tlu'  country  and  tlie  inhabitants.  He  wrote  tliis  rei)ort  in 
consetiuenct'.  litth^  honorable  to  liis  lieart,  as  it  is  replete  with  un- 
justifiable stratagems,  cruel  advice  and  liarbarous  counsel.  .  .  T 
foil  ml  tin's  paper  aiitaiKj  the  coinicil  fi/Ic.s.  From  it  I  cdrrected  a 
less  perfect  copy  j>»^  into  my  ]uinds  by  liis  son  and  from  it  gut 
tills  transcript  taken." 

Morris's  report  bore  tliis  lieading : 

•'  Some  reflections  on  the  situation  of  the  inhabitants,  commonly 
called  Xeiitnds.  and  some  methods  proposed  to  prevent  their  escape 
lint  of  the  colony,  in  case,  u])()n  being  accjuainted  n'ith  the  ilesiyn 
of  removing  them,  they  should  attempt  to  desert  over  to  the 
French." 

Whoever  carefully  reads  tliis  title  will  see  that  it  im- 
plies that  the  lu'oject  of  deporting  the  Acadians  Avas 
already  formed  when  Morris  received  instructions  to 
prepare  his  report.  All  he  had  to  do  was  to  furnish  in- 
formation as  to  tlie  method  of  carrying  out  the  project, 
and  to  prevent  the  Acadians  from  joining  the  French. 
Therefore,  Lawrence  was  deceiving  the  Lords  of  Trade 
when  lie  wrote  to  tliem  that  he  had  ordered  Moncktou  to 
banish  from  the  country  the  IJeausejour  Acadians,  since 
at  that  verv  moment  lie  was  doino;  his  best  to  find  sonie 
means  of  preventing  their  departure,  so  that  he  might 
have  them  in  his  power  to  scatter  them  at  his  own 
chosen  time.  Indeed  Morris,  in  the  following  passage, 
distinctly  hints  that  they  are  tt^  l)e  transported  to 
Knglish  Colonies :  "  It  will  much  facilitate  their  read- 
iness to  go  if  a  persuasion  could  obtain  among  them 
that  they  are  to  be  removed  to  Canada,  for  it  is  natural 
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to  think  they  will  l)e  unwilling  to  offer  themselves  vol- 
imtiiiily  to  he  tmnspoited  they  know  not  whither." 

Morris  felt  pretty  sure  that,  should  the  Acadians  he- 
eonie  persuaded  of  their  future  deportation  to  Canada, 
they  would  submit  to  their  fate.  I  think  he  was  right. 
liut,  once  more,  does  not  this  prove  that  they  were  not 
and  could  never  become  rebels,  exce})t  under  extraor- 
dinar}'  provocation  from  their  ruleis?  For,  we  nuist 
bear  in  mind — and  this  is  fresh  evidence  that  Morris's 
report  was  prepared  befoi-e  the  siege  of  IJeausejour — that 
the  Acadians  still  had  tlicir  aims,  since,  while  enumer- 
ating his  skilful  combinations,  Morris  says:  "Imt  if 
they  prove  obstinate  and  fokc  up  anna^  it  will  require 
the  whole  force  of  the  colony  to  subdue  them."  This 
lie  certainly  could  not  have  said  if  their  arms  had  al- 
ready been  taken  from  them. 

The  foregoing  considerations  demonstrate,  I  think, 
fii-st,  that  this  document  Avas  prior  to  the  siege  of  Beau- 
s(?jour,  and  to  Lawrence's  dealings  with  the  delegates, 
and,  secondly,  that  Lawrence  had  already  decided  upon 
the  deportation.  But  by  analogous  reasoning  we  .are 
led  to  plfice  the  date  of  Lawrence's  decision  still  further 
back;  Ave  must  go  beyond  the  mere  drawing  up  of  the 
report  to  the  time  when  Lawrence  instructed  Morris  to 
prepare  it.  Now  a  document  of  this  length  and  impor- 
tance, comprising  a  multitude  of  minute  details  and  a 
complete  census  of  the  i)opulation,  is  not  the  work  of  a 
(lav  or  a  week  either,  licsides,  the  idea  of  civincf  such 
an  order  to  Morris  cannot  have  sj)rung  all  at  once  from 
Lawrence's  head  like  a  jack-in-a-box.  It  was  and  must 
have  been  there  for  a  long  time  ;  he  had  slowly  hatched 
it;  he  had  himself  matured  the  means  of  realizing  it. 
By  an  indisi)Utable  chain  of  facts  we  come  to  the  con- 
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elusion  lliul,  long  l)et'ore  the  siege  of  IJeausejour,  Law- 
rence liad  resolved  to  east  away  the  Aeadians  on  tlie 
sliores  of  New  England.  We  also  come  to  this  other 
j)ariillel  conclusion,  that  he  seized  the  Aeadians*  arms 
for  the  douhle  purpose  of  creating  [)i'etexts  and  of  more 
securely  executing  his  {)roject;  that  he  took  offence  at 
a  respectful  petition  because  it  was  his  interest  to  ap- 
pear luut;  that  he  forl)ade  the  delegates  to  consult  their 
fellow-countrymen  lest  his  projjosal  of  an  luirestricted 
oath  miglit  ])e  accepted;  that  for  the  same  reason  lie 
rejected  their  tardy  consent  to  take  this  oath;  that  lie 
imprisoned  them  because  he  wished  the  mass  of  tlie 
Aeadians  to  lu'lieve  that  theii'  delegates  had  })jremj)- 
toi'ily  and  constantly  n^fnsed  to  comjd}'  with  his  behests, 
for  h(i  knew  that  the  examj)le  of  the  delegates'  accept- 
ance would  have;  great  weight  with  the  peo[)le  ;  that,  if 
he  consulted  Boscawen,  '"Heart  of  Oak,'' it  Avas  only 
because  he  l»ad  prepared  and  won  him  over  to  his  views, 
and  1)eeause  he  was  most  anxious  to  shield  himself  behind 
another's  ies{)onsi])ility,  for  he  knew  full  well  that  he 
could  never  obtain  the  consent  of  the  Lords  of  Trade, 
and  that,  if  he  did  not  protect  himself,  he  ran  great  risk 
of  being  blamed  and  disgraced ;  that  his  letter  of  June 
28th  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  was  a  trick  to  mask  his 
designs. 

"  I  would  fain  believe."  savs  Cascrrain,  "  that  the  liis- 
torians  wlio  liave  striven  to  justify  the  deportation  had 
not  in  hand  all  the  documents  we  possess  o-day  ;  but  I 
nuist  say  that  he  whose  narrative  is  the  most  famous 
had  a  complete  copy  of  those  documents  before  his  eyes 
whih;  he  wrote." 

r'asgrain  here  alludes  to  Brown's  MS.  and  to  Paik- 
man.     In  fact  this  writer  could  not  but  know  all  about 
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Brown.  It  would,  indeed,  l)e  iistonishiiifif  if  lio  who  de- 
voted almost  tifty  years  of  his  life  to  the  history  of  this 
country,  and  who  took  the  trouble  to  t^et  sixty-two  vol- 
umes of  manuscripts  copied  from  the  Paris  Archives, 
should  have  never  heard  of  lirown's  MS.  dep(xsited  in 
the  British  Museum  in  1802,  and  copied  by  the  Nova 
Scotia  Hist.  Soc.  a  lew  years  before  Paricmau's  narra- 
tive on  Acadian  affairs.  Besides,  if  need  be,  I  can  prove 
beyond  question  that  Parkman  had  read  this  manuscript. 
And  yet  he  h.is  never  <piotcd  Puown's  oi)inious  nor  the 
documents  his  MS.  contains,  nor  so  much  as  men- 
tioned his  name.  Did  he  think  that  the  views  of 
Brown,  a  minister  of  the  (tosjx'I,  a  professor  of  a  cele- 
brated uiiivei"sity,  a  citizen  of  Halifax,  a  contem[)orary 
of  the  actor's  and  witnesses  of  the  traLjedv,  passing  iudtr- 
ment  as  between  absent  foreisrners  and  fcllow-countrv- 
men  with  whom  he  was  intimate  and  whose  very  rem- 
iniscences he  was  using,  were  not  wtjrtli  the  views  of 
Pichon  the  traitor  and  spy?  At  all  events,  the  docu- 
ments contained  in  Brown's  MS.  hud  a  voice  of  tlieir 
own;  Parkman  might  (piote  them  and  name  the  author 
of  the  MS.  without  a  blush,  without  being  forced  to 
conceal  his  identity  as  he  felt  he  nuist  do  for  Pichon. 

Where  had  Brown  found  Morris'  document?  lie  tells 
us  himself :  in  the  Archives.  Since  that  time  it  has,  like 
so  many  other  papers,  disappeared  therefrom.  Many 
people  were  of  course  interested  in  sui)[)ressing  such 
dangerous  witnesses  of  villainy.  The  Historical  S(;ciety 
of  Halifax  got  a  great  part  of  Brown's  MS.  copied  into 
its  collections,  but  all  the  odious  portion  of  Morris's 
report  is  cut  away,  the  topographical  descriptions  alone 
being  preserved.  May  we  not  be  warranted  in  suppos- 
ing that  there  was  somebody  at  work  who  was  interested 
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in    shielding   one    of    his    ancestors    from    puhlie    con- 
tempt ■'' 

Ahout  the  middle  of  July,  as  far  as  T  can  ascertain, 
the  priests  wei-e  ariested  and  the  Ari'hivex  of  tin'  Aca- 
diiuii*  ntrr'u'il  off.  The  Halifax  arciiives  do  not  mention 
these  im])ortant  facts.  liy  this  time  the  reader  nnist 
Imve  ceased  heiiig  surprised  at  these  omissions.  The 
Ahhe  Le  (iuerne,  who  si)ent  many  years  on  the  (Julf 
coasts  with  the  Acadians  that  liad  esca[)ed  the  deporta- 
tion, tells  us  tliiit  the  arrest  of  the  priests  took  place 
ahout  the  middle  of  July,  and  he  names,  among-  those 
who  were  thus  curried  off,  the  ^Vhhcs  Diiudin,  Chau- 
vreulx  and  Le  Maire.  These  were  the  only  prii.'sts  then 
dwelling  in  the  Peninsula  with  the  exception  of  Desen- 
claves,  who  succeeded  in  esca[)ing  l)y  taking  to  the 
woods.  We  find  him  afterwards  at  Cape  Sahle  with  the 
renniants  of  some  families  tliat  had  escaped  tlie  deporta- 
tion. Tiie  series  of  Lawrence's  persecutions  would  not 
have  heen  complete  without  this  carrying  off  of  the 
priests.  lie  knew  that  whatever  touclied  tlie  religious 
faith  of  the  Acadians  was  for  them  a  veiy  sore  point. 
Perhaps  he  had  hoped  thus  to  exasperate  them  ami 
drive  them  into  acts  of  resistance  that  would  make  a 
great  show  and  emphasize  his  accusations.  If  so,  he 
was  doomed  to  disappointment.  Hut  what  could  have 
been  Lav/rence's  motive  in  seizing  the  aicihives  of  the 
Acadians?  Had  he  foreseen,  so  far  ahead,  the  pos- 
sibility of  petitions  to  the  King  and  denunciations  of  his 
conduct?  T^his  would  have  been  a  correct  forecast, 
seeing  that,  two  years  later,  the  Acadians  deported  to 
Philadel[)hia,  in  a  petition  to  the  King,  explain  that 
it  was  impossible  for  them  to  prove  their  assertions 
because  their  archives  luul  been  carried  off.     And  since 
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ii  (letiiil  iippiireiitly  so  iusi<i^iiiliciiiit  did  not  escape  the 
fertile  and  watelitul  mind  of  Lawrence,  it  is  easy  to 
understand  why  the  archives  are  so  inconiiilete,  why  he 
has  so  effectually  blotted  out  all  vestij^e  of  liis  crime, 
why  we  are  confronted  wi^h  a  lost  chapter. 

In  liis  letter  of  June  iJHth  to  the  Lords  of  Trade, 
Lawrence  had  mentioned  expulsion  with  rej^ard  only  to 
the  Acadian  refugees  at  Jieansejour.  It  was  not  becom- 
ing that  he  should  take  action  against  those  who  had 
always  remained  in  the  Pi'ovince,  without  giving  the 
Lords  of  Trade  a  vague  hint  fit  least  of  his  plans.  His 
own  interest  with  a  view  to  meet  the  difliculty  of  justi- 
fying his  conduct  made  this  imperative.  His  fault 
would  be  decnu'd  all  the  greater  ami  his  justilication  all 
the  more  dillicult,  the  more  com[)letely  he  would  be 
leaving  the  Lords  of  Trade  in  the  dark  as  to  his  designs. 
There  Avas  no  doubt  a  sciious  inconvenience,  nay,  a 
danger  in  giving  them  any  inkling  of  his  purpose  :  they 
might  foi'bid  him  to  carry  it  out;  but,  three  months 
Avould  have  to  elapse  before  an  answer  came  back,  and 
meanwliile  the  dci)ortation  would  be  an  accomplished  fact. 
He  would  not  dare  to  disobey  a  positive  prohibition; 
but  he  flattered  himself  lie  could  make  them  accept  an 
a(;comi)lished  fact  without  grave  disadvantage  to  him- 
self. If,  however,  contrary  to  his  expectation,  the 
Lords  of  Trade  took  a  threatening  view  of  his  conduct, 
he  would  intrench  himself  behind  the  approval  of  his 
Council  and  of  Boscawen,  he  would  plead  necessity  and 
urgency.  INIoreovcr,  there  was  actual  war  between 
France  and  Englaiul ;  that  war  might  become  official  at 
any  moment,  and  it  is  always  easier  to  fish  in  troubled 
waters.  The  engi'ossing  cares  of  a  military  campaign, 
scattering  attention  over  so  many  points  at  a  time,  would 
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not  suffer  that  attention  to  rest  on  one  special  point, 
and  that  an  isolated  one,  lost  on  a  little-fre(iucnted 
shoic,  where  the  very  bittenu.'ss  of  the  struggle  would 
mak(!  observers  inchilgent,  and  tlie  din  of  battle  would 
smother  the  cries  of  the  victims.  So  long  as  the  war 
lasted  there  could  hardly  l)e  any  ([uestion  of  making  an 
investigation  into  his  conduct.  Men  '•  don't  swap 
liorses  when  they're  crossing  a  stream.''  The  war  I)id 
fair  to  bt;  long  and  lively,  and  afterwards  .  .  .  well, 
afterwards,  all  would  l)e  forgotten  or  confused.  If  linal 
victory  crowned  the  efforts  of  England,  all  would  be 
bnried  under  the  trophies  of  trium[)h.  Ijawreiice  was 
playing  high;  he  knew  it,  but  he  also  knew  that  cir- 
(aimstances  were  in  his  favor.  Does  not  fortune  favor 
the  hold?     Auihn-i'.s  forfiittd jtnuif. 

Xo  ;  there  was  no  reason  to  stay  liis  hand.  He  had 
better  let  tlie  Lords  of  Trade  know  a  jmrt  of  his  plan. 
This  he  did  on  the  18th  of  July. 

After  having  stated  that  the  Acadians  had  never  yet 
taken  an  "  un(iualilied  "  oath,  he  informs  their  Lord- 
shi[)s  that  he  took  advantage  of  their  coming  before 
the  Council  with  an  extremely  insoh^nt  petition,  to  pro- 
pose to  them  the  oath  ;  which  they  obstinately  refused. 

'•  The  next  mornitip;  they  appeared  and  refused  to  take  the  oatli 
without  thi'  old  reserve  of  not  being  ohligi'd  to  Ii<'ar  arms,  upon 
wiiich.  they  were  aiMpiainted  tliat,  as  they  refused  to  beeonie 
English  subjects,  we  eovdd  no  longer  look  ujion  them  in  that 
light,  that  ire  ulioiild  scml  thinii.  to  Ftunur  by  the  fii*st  opitortunity. 
and,  till  then,  were  ordered  to  be  kept  prisoners.  Your  Lordsiiips 
will  see  our  proceedings  in  this  ca.se,  us  soon  as  it  in  pusnible  to 
prepare  the  mimttes  of  the  Council." 

Not  a  word  does  this  letter  contain  about  the  subject- 
matter  of  this  supposedly  impudent  letter,  not  a  word 
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^i!)<)ut  the  seiziiro  of  anns,  about  the  contiscatioii  of  the 
boats,  about  the  order  to  {^'•ive  u[)  all  lire-arms  and  the 
iniineduite  delivery  thereof,  about  the  arrest  of  the 
]»riests  and  the  earryiu^  off  of  the  Acadian  archives,  not 
a  word  on  points  the  knowledire  of  which  was  so  very 
important  to  enable  the  Lords  of  Trade  to  understand 
the  statt!  of  affairs. 

Once  nioie  his  object  is  manifest;  he  wants  to  conceal 
his  actions  and  intentions.  His  whole  behavior  has  the 
same  general  trend  ;  we  have  here  not  inercly  one 
isolated  fact,  lost  amid  others  of  a  different  nature,  or 
unconnected  with  the  tenor  of  his  conduct,  but  an  un- 
interru[)ted  series  of  comiected  facts  which  could  have 
only  one  objective  point.  Noi-  can  it  l)e  alleged  that 
these  onussions  were  innnatcrial ;  on  the  contraiy,  the\' 
were  a  tlaiiiant  violation  of  dutv  :  for  he  was  evidentlv 
bound  to  acquaint  the  Lords  of  Trade  with  all  these 
giave  events  and  to  enter  the  record  of  them  in  the 
Archives. 

Lawrence  knew  very  well  that,  unless  he  could  cite 
clear  cases  of  rebellion,  it  would  be  ditlicult,  not  to  sa}- 
impossible,  to  convince  the  Lords  of  Trade  that  the 
Aiitdians  wei'e  to  be  feared.  The  Homo  authorities 
had  the  experience  of  forty-tive  years  to  go  by;  they 
knew,  from  Mascarene's  letters,  that,  in  exceptionally 
painful  circumstances,  they  had  never  once  resorted  to 
arms  :  they  knew  that  it  had  not  been  otherwise  under 
Cornwallis  and  Ho^jsou.  Often,  it  is  true,  complaints 
had  been  made  of  their  lack  of  sentimental  attachment  to 
England,  of  their  partiality  for  the  French,  of  their 
stubbornness  about  the  oath ;  but  this  was  all.  The 
Lords  of  Trade  were  anxious  to  keep  them  in  the  coun- 
try ;  they  were  known  to  be  peaceable,  moral  and  hard- 
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workinL'.  Wliat,  then,  would  the  Lords  of  'I'ladc  have 
thoufjflit  of  Lawrence's  plans.  evcMi  as  toned  down  in 
their  })iesentnjent,  if  he  had  informed  tiicm  that  he  liail 
tricked  the  Acadians  out  of  jiart  of  their  arms  and  that 
they  had  delivered  up  the  icmainder  as  well  as  their 
boats  (.!!  a  simple  ordiu-  to  that  effect;  that  lie  liad  im- 
piisoned  their  priests  and  carried  olT  their  archives  ; 
that,  des|»ile  this  crucd  treatment,  lie  could  not  rcjiroiich 
them  with  a  sint,de  act  of  rebellion  or  resistance! ;  that 
th(!  only  complaint  he  could  make  leferred  toal*etition 
which  he  called  insolent,  but  which  he  neither  repro- 
(UkhmI  nor  tixi»laincd,  takiuij  good  care  not  to  mention 
the  s(!Cond  ])etiti()n  in  which  they  develo{)ed  and  jnstilied 
the  good  intentions  of  the  former?  DouVttless  tlie  liords 
of  Ti-ade  would  have  replied  iii  some  snch  strain  as  this  : 
])y  your  insulting  and  arbitrary  measuies  you  have 
exposed  the  jtrovince  to  an  insurrection;  you  have  sown 
discontent  and  distrust  among  a  people  which  we  were 
trying  to  assimilate  or  at  least  to  attach  to  our  interests. 
Von  have  ruined  or  at  least  jeo})ardized  a  policy 
which  wi!  have  long  been  followijig  with  great  care. 
And,  since  they  have  undergone  your  hunuliations  and 
yourcrnelty  without  breaking  the  peace,  without  violat- 
ing their  oath  of  iidelity,  can  you  not  see  how  excellent 
are  their  dispositions?  Finally,  since  they  have  neither 
boats  in  which  to  escape  nor  arms  for  attack  or  defence  ; 
since  the  majority  of  their  brethren  wVi ;  dwell  with  the 
French  refused  to  take  np  arms  ;  siucu  those  who  did 
were  forced  to  it  under  pain  of  death  ;  since  the  French 
have  been  repulsed  and  driven  from  their  posts  all  along 
the  coast ;  since  it  is  henceforth  impossible  for  the 
Acadians  to  have  any  intercourse  with  the  French,  what 
in  the  world  have  you  to  fear  ? 


18 


DKI.KCJATKS   Sr.MMuNKD    MY    LAWKKNCK. 


"'Hi' 


m 


Aiiollim'  rust!  of  Lawi'oiico's  was  liis  assoitioii,  in  tliis 
IcMcr  to  llic    Lords  of   Traile,  tli  had  (IcdaitMl  to 

the  Aiiidiaii  dck-^ales  that  "  lie  siioiihl  send  tluMii  to 
Kiiiiirc,"  whereas  we  have  seen  how,  h)iig  hefoi'e,  he  had 
made  ii|i  his  mind  to  ile{)orl,  not  niercl\the  few  deh'- 
gtites  he  had  impi'isone<l,  l»nt  ihe  entire  i)o[)ulation,  not 
to  Canada  nor  to  l-'ianee,  hut  to  phiees  he  must  caicfuliy 
kei'[)  them  ii^'norant  of.  I^ven  with  resjunt  to  the 
imjiiisoned  (h'h\nates  he  titNieheiously  veiled  his  j)ur|io.se 
in  vainue  terms  as  if  his  (h-cision  as  to  tliem  mi^hl  he 
reveisi'd:  -'IMiev  Imve  since  (h'sired  to  he  achnitted  io 
take  the  oath,  hut  have  not  heen  aihuitted,  tior  irlll  iiinf 
anxii'tr  lir  nlmi  I/h'ih  iiiifif  we  see  liow  the  rest  ot  the 
inhaliitaiits  are  disposed." 

A  little  further  on.  iiowever,  a  chise  of  his  letter, 

as  if  he  thoui^ht  helter  of  it  and  ....  if  lu;  had  a  fai-off 
vision  of  tlie  disn'race  he  mii;lit  iiieur  should  he  not 
shield  himself  more  earefully  aLjainst  the  im[)Utation  of 
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they  to  have  the  same  fate  as  the;  lifteen  dele^'ates  lit- 
h;id  put  in  jirisoii  and  still  held  in  St.  (Jeorqe's  Island  / 
'i'liev  eoiild  hardly  douht  it.  since  tluiy  eaine  with  a 
final  answer  that  thev  would    not    take    the    oatli    lie 
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aecei)tinL;-  a  mandate  that  exposed  them  to  lot  in  [jrison  : 
but  they  did  not  llincli  ;  some  one  must  voice  the  will 
of  the  people,  and  so  they  hraved  tlu;  aiiq'er  and  ven- 
geance of  the  tyrant.     Hut  why  so  many  dele<(ates  when 
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twonty-four  was  the  usual  nuinl)t'r?  VV^hat  need  wivs 
there  of  a  hundred  men  merely  to  carry  an  answci  ?  We 
shall  see  later  on.  This  was  anothtT  of  Lawrence's 
clever  machinations,  and  one;  that  shows  how  artfidly 
he  had  planned,  I'ar  in  advance,  all  the  details  of  his 
crime,  and  how  far  he  caiiied  his  iidiunianity. 

The  re[)ly  of  the  inhahitants  of  Annapolis  reads  as 
follows  : — 

"  llaviii):;  received  Your  Kxcellency'H  orders,  dated  July  I'Jtli, 
ITM,  we  us.s«'nil)led  on  Sunday  the  VM\  (July)  in  order  to  read 
tliein  to  all  tile  iuhabita'its,  wishing  always  to  observe  a  fiiitht'ul 
ol)edienee. 

"  We  have  unnniinoiisly  consented  to  ileliver  up  our  Hre-arins 
to  M.  Handtield,  our  very  woilhy  coniniundant,  although  we  have 
never  had  any  desire  to  make  use  of  tlu-ni  against  His  Majesty's 
(Tovernnieut.  We  have  therefore  nothing  to  reproach  ourselves, 
either  on  that  subject,  or  on  tla^  subject  of  the  Hdelity  we  owe  to 
His  Majesty's  (Joverninent.  For,  sir,  we  can  assure  Your  Excel- 
lency, that  several  of  us  have  risked  our  lives  to  give  information 
to  the  froverninent  concerning  the  enemy  ;  and  have  also,  when 
necessary,  laboured  with  all  our  heart,  on  the  rei)airs  of  Fort 
Annapolis,  and  other  work  considered  necessarj-  by  the  ffovern- 
ment.  and  are  ready  to  c(mtinue  with  the  same  fidelity.  We  have 
also  selected  thirty  men  to  proceed  to  Halifax,  whom  we  shall 
recommend  to  do  or  say  nothing  contrary  to  His  Majesty's  Coun- 
cil ;  but  we  shall  charge  them  strictly  to  contract  no  new  oath. 
We  are  resolved  to  adhere  to  that  to  which  we  have  been  faithful, 
as  far  as  circutnstances  required  it :  for  the  enemies  of  His  Majesty 
have  urged  us  to  take  up  arms  against  the  Govermnent  l)Ut  we 
have  taken  care  not  to  do  so. 

"  Signed  by  two  hundred  and  seven  of  the  said  inhabitants." 

"  They  were  told  that  they  must  now  resolve  either  to  take  the 
oath  or  quit  their  hmdn.  Upon  which  they  said  they  were  deter- 
mined, one  and  all,  rather  to  (juit  their  lands  than  to  take  any 
other  oath  than  what  they  had  done  b»'fore.  They  were  given  till 
next  day  at  10  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  to  reconsider  the  matter." 

The  delegates  of  Grand  Pre,   Pigiguit,  Riviere  aux 


nil! 


1      !  'rnii  '■' 


^!l:;i« 


LAWRENCE    ENSURES   REFUSAL  OF   THE   OATH. 

Canaiils,  being  brought  before  the  Governor,  present 
tlieir  reply : — 

"  The  inhabitants  of  our  Districts  having  been  informed  by  M. 
Murray,  etc. ,  etc.  We  take  the  liberty  of  representing,  that,  after 
having  talien  tlie  oath  of  fidelity  to  His  Majesty,  with  all  the  cir- 
cumstances and  I'eservations  granted  to  us  in  the  name  of  the 
King,  by  His  Excellency  Governor  Philipps,  which  allegiance  we 
have  observed  as  far  as  possible,  enjoying  peaceably  our  rights 
according  to  the  terms  of  our  oath  in  all  its  tenor  and  reserve  ; 
and  always  having  relied  on  our  oath  of  fidelity,  we  are  resolved 
with  one  consent  and  voice,  to  take  no  other  oath.  We  have  taken 
the  oath  of  fidelity  in  good  faith,  We  are  veiy  well  pleased  and 
satisfied.  We  hoi)e,  sir,  that  you  will  have  tlie  kindness  to  listen 
to  our  just  reasons ;  and,  in  consequence,  we  all,  with  a  unani- 
mous voice,  beg  HLs  Honor  to  set  at  liberty  our  people  who  have 
been  detained  at  Halifax  for  some  time  [the  previous  delegates], 
not  even  knowing  their  situation,  which  appears  to  us  deplorable. 
We  have  full  confidence,  sir.  that  you  will  have  tlie  goodness  to 
grant  us  the  favor  wliich  we  have  tlie  honor  most  humbly  to 
beg.  Charity  for  our  detained  inhabitants,  and  their  innocence, 
oblige  us  to  beg  Your  Excellency  to  be  touched  by  their  miseries, 
and  to  restore  to  tluMu  their  liberty  with  all  possible  submission 
and  the  most  profoimd  respect. 

"  Signed  by  two  hundred  and  three." 

''  The  Deputies  wei*e  then  called  in  and  peremptorily  refused 
the  oath. 

"  Those  of  Annapolis  also  appeared  and  refused  the  oath. 

"  Whereupon,  they  were  all  ordered  into  confinement. 

"  As  it  had  been  before  deteruihied  to  send  all  the  Acadians  out 
of  the  Province  if  fliei/  refused  to  fake  tlie  oath,  nothing  now  re- 
mained to  be  considered  but  what  meiisures  should  betaken  to  send 
them  away,  and  where  they  should  be  sent  to. 

•'  After  mature  consideration,  it  was  unanimously  agreed,  to 
prereiit  an  mueh  as poxnible  their  atteniptiug  to  return  and  molest 
the  settlers  that  mai/  be  set  down  on  their  lands,  it  would  be  most 
proper  to  send  them  to  be  distributed  amongst  the  sei'eral  colonies 
on,  the  Continent,  and  that  a  sufticient  number  of  vessels  should 
be  hired  with  all  jmssible  e^rpedition  for  that  purpose." 

Under   any   circumstances   these   petitions    may  be 


a. 

resent 


dbyM. 
at,  after 

the  cir- 
e  of  the 
ance  we 
ar  rights 

reserve  v 

resolved 
ave  taken 
eased  and 
33  to  listen 
h  a  nnani- 
,  who  have 
delegates], 
deplorable, 
roodness  to 
'humbly  to 

innocence, 
.ir  miseries, 

submission 

M  three." 
[orily  refused 

oath. 

lent, 
kcadians  out 

Ithing  now  re- 
taken to  send 

lly   agreed.  ^> 
\ru  ami  mok>^f 
Ivould  be  most 
\everal  colontex 
]  vessels  should 
le. 

)ns    may  ^ 


LAWREXCn:    WOULD   NOT    HAVE   THE   OATH. 


Ol 


deemed  excessively  deferential,  bnt  particularly  so  in 
the  present  case  when  causes  of  discontent  were  so  grave 
and  so  numerous.  There  is  in  all  these  petitions  a  ring 
of  sincerity  which,  for  tlie  unprejudiced  reader,  is  far 
more  convincing  than  the  vague  and  really  childish 
accusations  of  Lawrence.  No  ;  these  good  people  who 
so  unanimously  obeyed  all  the  iniquitous  conunands 
Lawrence  clujsti  to  lay  upon  them  could  not  be  danger- 
ous citlicr  with  or  without  arms.  Those  who  would 
gainsay  this  give  the  lie  to  all  liistorical  reasoning  in 
tlie  searcli  after  truth  ;  and,  since  Lawrence  made  the 
remaining  in  the  country  depend  upon  the  taking  of  the 
oath,  the  few  writers  wiio  approve  the  dej)ortation,  tlie 
"  rari  nantes,"  have  but  one  resource  left,  they  must  base 
their  defence  of  tluit  act  on  the  simple  refusal  to  take 
the  oath.  But  those  who,  like  myself,  are  convinced 
that  the  Acadians  afforded  no  reasonable  excuse  for 
their  deportation,  and  that  their  refusal  to  take  the  oath 
could  not  have  been  Lawrence's  real  motive,  will  be 
forced  to  admit  that  he  had  his  own  interest  in  view,  to 
attain  which  he  did  all  he  could  to  prevent  the  taking 
of  the  oath.  Knowing  that  kindness  would  win  the 
Acadians,  he  treated  them  harshly.  We  cannot  lix  the 
date  of  the  arrest  of  the  pi'iests ;  I'Ablx^  Le  Guerne 
places  it  in  the  middle  of  July  (a  la  mi-juillet),  and 
this  meeting  of  the  delegates  was  on  the  'ioth  of  that 
month.  If  the  priests  had  already  been  arrested,  this 
was  quite  enough  to  prevent  the  taking  of  the  oath,  as 
it  clearl}''  meant  that  the  exercise  of  their  religion  was 
at  an  end.  However  this  may  be,  there  are  enough 
other  facts  of  a  grave  character  to  warrant  the  inference 
that  Lawrence  would  not  have  the  oath,  that  he  behaved 
so  as  not  to  get  it,  and  that,  if  it  had  been  taken,  the 
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deportation  would  have  been  acx'omplished  all  the  same 
under  other  pretexts. 

Parknian,  with  the  candor  that  distinguislies  liini, 
tells  us  that  the  Acadians  refused  the  oath  "  in  full 
view  of  the  consequences."  But,  have  we  not  just  seen 
that  Lawrence  declared  them,  "  You  must  now  re- 
solve to  take  tlie  oath  or  quit  your  lands?"  Was  this 
the  same  Jis  the  deportation  which  he  had  decided  on, 
and  which  was  actually  soon  to  be  a  matter  o*'  fact? 
As  well  niioht  we  say  that  the  moon  was  like  green 
cheese.  From  this  declaration  of  Lawrence's  the 
Acadians  could  draw  but  one  conclusion  :  namely,  that, 
in  case  they  refused,  they  would  have  to  give  up  theii 
lands  and  go  wherever  they  pleased.  In  this  case 
history'  would  have  been  silent  as  to  their  fate.  There 
would  have  been  cruelty,  injustice,  bad  faith,  violation 
of  a  treaty  and  of  solemn  engagements  ;  but  this  fact 
would  have  been  like  some  otiiers  that  stain  the  pages 
of  history  and  are  forgotten  by  reason  of  the  time  in 
which  they  occurred  or  of  the  frequency  of  their  occur- 
rence. Cruel  as  the  order  to  give  up  property  and 
fatherland  would  have  been,  they  Avould  have  obeyed 
and  accepted  the  alternative.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
of  this,  neither  did  Morris  doubt  it,  since  he  thought 
they  would  be  resigned  to  their  fate  even  if  they  were 
to  be  deported,  provided  they  were  led  to  believe  that  jg 
they  would  be  transported  all  together  to  Canada.  At 
the  very  moment  when  Lawrence  was  hypocritically 
declaring  that  they  would  have  to  quit  their  lands,  his 
resolution  was  thus  expressed  :  "  As  it  has  been  before 
determined  to  send  all  the  Acadians  out  of  the  Prov- 
ince." And,  at  the  same  sitting  of  the  council,  it  wns  .1 
decided   that  they  should  be  scattered  up  and  down  f 
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the  British  colonies ;  in  other  words,  this  Resolution 
was  but  the  fulfilment  of  formalities  connected  with 
a  decision  long  since  .arrived  at. 

liy  way  of  relieving  the  dry  monotony  of  official 
documents,  always  drawn  up  with  a  keen  eye  to  self- 
defence,  I  will  insert  liere  the  recital  of  these  last 
events  by  Abbij  Daudin,  who  must  then  have  been  a 
prisoner  at  Halifax. 

"  For  a  long  timt>,"  sjiys  he,  "  the  English  never  spoke  to  the 
Acadians  except  to  announce  their  ruin  in  tlie  near  future.  They 
were  told  that  they  would  be  made  slaves,  that  they  wou'd  be 
dispersed  like  the  Irish  ;  in  short,  everything  foreboded  the  de- 
struction of  their  nation  ;  there  wa-^  talk  of  nothing  else  than 
burning  the  houses  and  laying  waste  the  fields.  However,  the  in- 
habitants were  not  discouraged,  as  is  proved  by  tlie  most  abundant 
harvest  that  was  ever  seen  in  the  country.  Prayer  is  the  only 
weapon  they  used  against  the  English." 

"  After  the  taking  of  Beausejour  they  made  a  show  of  command- 
ing the  inhabitants  on  holidays  to  go  to  the  Fort  and  sharpen  all 
tlieir  instruments  of  war.  telling  them  these  weapons  were  to  de- 
stroy them,  after  they  had  cut  up  into  pieces  their  brethren  who 
were  refugees  with  the  French." 

•'When  the  Grand  Pre  delegates  liad  started  for  Halifax,  there 
came  to  Annapolis  an  order  promulgated  at  the  church  door  on 
Sunda}',  July  6th,  which  t)r(ler  enjoined  on  all  the  inhabitants  to 
carry  their  arms  to  the  Fort,  and  to  meet  for  the  nomination  of 
tliirty  delegates  who  should  immediately  go  to  join  at  Halifax 
those  of  the  other  parislies.  Tlie  very  next  day  the  arms  were 
brought  in  and  the  delegates  left  the  following  Wednesday.  After 
tlieir  departure,  the  canoes  were  demanded  and  burned.'' 

••  When  the  delegates  from  all  parts  had  arrived  to  the  number 
(if  iibout  one  hundred,  they  were  calli'd  before  the  Council,  where 
rlii'y  were  immediately  told  that  no  propositions  nt)r  explanations 
would  be  received  from  them.  Those  from  Annapolis  wished  to 
show  their  privileges  granted  by  Queen  Amie.  since  acknowledged 
and  ratified  by  the  reigning  King  ;  but  in  vain.  The  Governor 
replied  to  them  that  he  wanted  no  answer  but  yes  or  no.  He  put 
\he  following  very  plain  «piestion  to  tin 'in  ;     *  Will  you  or  will 
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you  not  swear  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain  that  you  will  take  up 
arms  against  the  Kiuy  of  France,  liis  enemy?'  The  answer  was 
not  less  laconic  than  the  question.  'Since,'  said  they,  'ire  are 
nshril  only  for  a  yes  or  a  no,  ice  irill  all  answer  unanimously,  No  ;' 
adding,  however,  that  what  was  required  of  tiieni  tended  to  despoil 
them  of  their  religion  and  everything  else." 

••  Inmiediately  the  Governor  gave  orders  to  transport  tliem  on  a 
small  island,  distant  as  far  a.s  a  cannon-ball  would  carry  from 
Halifax,  whither  they  were  conducted  like  criminals,  and  where 
they  remained  until  the  end  of  October*  fed  on  a  little  bad  bread, 
deprived  of  the  liberty  of  receiving  any  assistance  as  well  as  of 
speaking  to  any  one." 

"The  Governor  imagined  that  this  harshness  would  soften  their 
courage  ;  he  found  them  as  firm  as  ever.  He  took  the  resolution 
of  betaking  himself  to  the  aforesaid  island  with  a  numerous  ret- 
inue, accompanied  by  all  the  instruments  of  torture,  in  order  to 
try  to  soften  their  courage  at  the  sight  of  this  spectacle.  In  the 
midst  of  this  display  befitting  a  tyrant  he  asked  them  if  they  per- 
sisted in  tlieir  answers.  One  of  them  replied,  '  Yes,  and  more 
thati  ever  :  we  have  God  for  us  and  that  is  enough.'  The  Gov- 
ernor drew  his  sword  and  said  :  '  Insolent  fellow,  you  desen'e  that  I 
should  run  my  sword  through  your  body.'  The  peasant  presented 
his  breast  to  him,  and,  drawing  nearer,  said  :  '  Strike,  Sir,  if  you 
dare;  I  shall  be  the  first  martyr  of  the  band:  you  can  kill  my 
body,  but  you  shall  not  kill  my  soul."  The  Governor  in  a  sort  of 
frenzy,  asked  the  others  if  tliey  shared  the  feelings  of  that  inso- 
lent fellow  who  had  just  spoken  ;  all  with  one  voice  exclaimed  : 
'  Ves,  Sir  !     Yes,  Sir  ! '  " 

'•  After  the  carrying  off  of  the  priests,  the  English  raised  their 
flag  above  the  churches  and  made  the  latter  into  barracks  when 
tlieir  troops  passed  there The  missionaries  reached  Hali- 
fax with  this  fine  accompaniment,  drums  beating.  They  were 
led  out  on  the  parade,  where  they  were  exposed  during  three 
(juarters  of  an  liour  to  mockery,  contempt  and  insults." 


?I  I 


The  official  documents,  mutilated  as  they  are,  let  us 
catch  hut  a  faint  glimpse  of  Lawrence's  oppression. 
It  could  hardly  be  otherwise  even  if  they  were  com- 

*  The  deportation  was  then  i)retty  well  completed,  and  these  prisoners 
were  deported  together,  apart  fromtheir  families,  and  to  other  places. 
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plete :  a  despot  does  not  register  his  misdeeds,  espe- 
cially when  he  is  responsible  to  a  higher  authority  and 
wiien  lie  is  playing  a  dangerous  game  without  the 
knowledge  of  that  authority.  Lawrence  seems  to  have 
taken  especial  delight  in  figuring  as  a  tyrant,  in  mak- 
ing i)oor  wretches  who  could  only  hold  their  tongues 
qnail  and  quake  before  his  eye.  None  bnt  aiijipstart 
could  cany  to  such  lengths  tlie  abuse  of  his  power 
merely  because  the  Acadians  refused  to  lend  themselves 
to  an  act  against  natnre ;  and,  if  we  give  credit  to 
Daudin,  lie  was  careful  to  render  this  oath  more  ter- 
lible  by  intimating  that  they  would  have  to  fight  the 
French.     Evidently,  he  was  anxious  to  fail. 

Tliis  letter  of  Daudin's  confirms  the  intrinsic  evi- 
dence of  Morris's  report  as  to  Lawrence's  intentions 
liaving  been  formed  long  ago.  Long  before  the  taking 
of  Beausejour,  whether  he  avowed  his  purpose  or 
merely  let  it  be  guessed  by  the  people  about  him,  the 
English  officials  used  to  say  to  the  Acadians  that  they 
would  be  dispersed,  that  their  houses  would  be  burned. 
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FOUR    MONTHS    WITHOl.T    A    LKTTKK. 


(iiAPTT':u  XXVIII. 

July  31st — Ljiwreiicp's  instructions  to  Monckton,  Winslow,  Murray 
and  Ilandtirld  alH)Ut  tlio  <l('iH)rtiition — Proofs  of  his  cruelty. 


At  leni^'th  {\\e  deportation  was  now  ofticially  decided, 
even  as  to  the  manner  in  wliich  it  was  aeeomplislied. 
(^ne  would  think  that  Lawrence  forthwith  wrote  to  the 
Lords  of  TracU;.  This  time  at  least  the  duty  was  [)ress- 
ing,  imperative.  Quite  true  :  yet  he  did  no  such  tiling. 
In  his  letter  of  .Inly  iStli,  given  above,  he  had  gone  as 
far  as  he  deemed  prudent.  The  main  point  now  was  to 
gain  time.  If  the  deportation  were  aceomjjlished  easily, 
without  grave  disturbanee,  the  bold  game  he  was  play- 
ing would  probably  be  won.  The  Home  (Jovernment 
would  shut  their  eyes  to  an  accomplished  fact,  though 
they  could  not  do  so  to  a  mere  t)roject.  Lawrence  did 
not  write  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  till  three  months  later, 
when  the  deportation,  though  almost  completed,  was  as 
yet  unknown  to  them,  and  when  he  was  urged  by  them 
to  write  and  explain  the  obscure  hints  of  his  letter  of 
Jiuie  28th.  Is  this  not  a  new  proof  that  he  was  trying 
to  deceive  them,  that  he  was  fencing  with  them,  that 
his  letters  of  August  1st,  1754,  June  28th  and  Julv 
18tli,  IToo,  were  so  many  steps  in  a  clever  scheme  of 
duplioitv  ortranized  and  matured  long  atjo? 

lie  nuist  make  haste  ;  he  liad  not  a  moment  to  lose. 
The  dej)ortation  must  be  done  and  over  before  the  mid- 
dle of  Ot'tolx'r,  l)efore  lie  could  receive  an  answer  from 
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the  Lords  of  Trade  to  his  letter  of  June  28th.  These 
latter,  if  they  were  quick  about  it,  could  let  him  have 
an  answer  about  the  beginning  of  Octolxjr  ;  and  if  at 
that  date  the  deportation  was  Jiot  being  exeiuited,  if  this 
answer  blamed  him  and  oi'dered  him  to  desist  from  his 
projects  concerning  the  Acadiaiis  of  lleaus^-jour,  his 
position  would  liecome  extrenuily  endjarrassing.  llow 
could  he  proeei^d  with  the  deporUition  of  all  the  Aca- 
dians  of  the  provinces  if  lu;  were  blamed  for  the  nunc 
intention  to  banish  thosi;  who  had  less  claims  on  the 
indultjence  of  the  (jrovernment?  Lawrence  fully  real- 
ized  the  enormous  distiu'jtion  the  latt(!r  would  draw 
between  those  who  dwelt  in  tin;  province  and  the 
refugees  of  Heaus(5jour,  and  the  stil'  greater  distiiKdion 
between  deporiation  as  he  was  going  to  carry  it  out  and 
a  banishment  that  would  have  left  each  of  the  banislied 
free  to  go  where  he  pleased.  The  latter  might  be 
dangerous,  though  in  some  respects  excusable  ;  the  for- 
mer was  an  unprecedented  crime  which  left  an  indelible 
stain  on  the  national  flag. 

Nor  were  Lawrence's  fears  of  a  disagreeal)le  and  early 
reply  unfounded.  About  this  tinni,  the  Secretary  of 
State,  frightened  at  tlie  disguised  projects  of  Lawrence, 
as  expressed  in  his  letter  of  June  28th,  was  dictating  a 
reply  full  of  alarm,  which  arrived  too  late  to  save  a 
whole  people  from  the  hateful  plot  a  monster  had 
hatched  against  their  corporate  existence.  Hut,  before 
considering  this  important  letter,  which  rtjflects  so  nuuh 
credit  on  its  author  and  is  so  consoling  for  the  sons  of 
the  victims  and  for  all  mankind,  let  us  follow  Lawrence 
in  his  preparations  and  in  the  consununation  of  his 
undertaking. 

Two  days  only  after  the  otlicial   decision   that    the 
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SAVK   THE   CATTLK. 


Acadians  be  deported,  on  July  8l.st,  Lauieuce  addressed 
the  following  letter  to  Colonel  Monckton,  Coniniiindant 
at  Beausejour.  I  give  it  in  full  despite  its  length  :  for 
it  helps  greatly  to  an  understanding  of  the  events  tliat 
ensued  and  of  Lawrence's  sentiments. 

"  The  Deputies  of  the  Acadians  of  tlie  Districts  of  Annapolis,  Mines 
and  Pigiguit,  have  been  called  before  the  Council  and  have  refused 
to  take  tlie  oath  of  allegiance,  whereupon,  the  council  advised  and  it 
is  accordingly  determined  that  they  shall  be  removed  out  of  the 
Country,  as  soon  as  possible,  and,  as  to  those  about  li^iusejour,  who 
were  in  arms  and  therefore  entitled  to  no  favor,  it  is  determined  to 
begin  with  them  first  ;  and,  for  tliis  purpose,  orders  are  given  for  a 
sufhcient  number  of  transports  to  be  sent  up  the  Bay  with  all  possi- 
ble dispatch  for  talcing  tlieni  on  board,  by  whom  you  will  receive 
particular  instructions  as  to  the  manner  of  their  being  disposed  of, 
the  idaces  of  their  destination,  and  every  other  thing  necessary  for 
that  purpose. 

"  In  tlie  meantime,  it  will  be  necessary  to  keep  this  measure  as 
secret  as  possible,  as  well  to  prevent  their  attempting  to  escape,  «« 
to  curry  off  their  cattle  etc.,  etc.,  and,  the  better  to  effect  this,  you  will 
endeavour  to  fall  ujwn  some  stratagem  to  net  the  men,  both  yonwj 
and  old — specially  the  heads  of  fatnilies — into  your  power,  and 
detain  them  till  the  transports  shall  arrive,  so  as  they  may  he  ready 
to  be  sfdpped  off;  for,  when  this  is  donk,  it  is  not  much  to  be  feared 
that  the  women  and  children  will  attempt  to  go  away  and  carry  off 
the  cattle.  But,  lest  they  should,  it  will  not  only  be  very  proper  to 
secure  all  their  shallops,  boats,  canoes,  and  every  other  vessel  you 
can  lay  your  hands  upon;  but  also  to  send  out  parties  to  all  suspected 
roads  and  places  from  time  to  time,  that  they  may  be  thereby  inter- 
cepted. As  their  whole  stock  of  cattle  and  corn  is  forfeited  to  the 
Crown  by  their  rebellion,  and  must  be  secured  and  applied  towards  a 
reimbursement  of  the  expense  the  Government  will  be  at,  in  transport- 
ing them  out  of  the  country,  care  must  be  had  that  nobody  make  any 
bunjainfor  purchasing  them  under  any  colour  or  pretence  whatever; 
if  they  do  the  sale  will  be  void,  for  the  inhabitants  have  now  no 
property  in  them,  nor  will  they  be  allowed  to  carry  away  the  least 
thing  but  their  ready  money  and  household  furniture. 

"  The  officers  commanding  the  Fort  at  Pigiguit  and  the  garrison  of 
Annapolis  fiave  nearly  the  same  orders  in  relation  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Peninsula.     But  I  am  informed  those  will  fall  upon  ways  and 
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tiH'aiis.  in  spite  of  all  our  vigiliinct^  tn  scnil  njl' llicir  rattlf  to  the 
islimil  of  St.  Johns  (I'lincc  Kdwanl  Island)  anil  Loni.shnrg  (which  is 
now  in  a  starving  condition)  by  the  way  of  Tatniajiouchc.  I  would, 
therefore,  have  you,  without  loss  of  time,  send  tliillier  a  pretty  stronu 
(letachnient  to  beat  up  that  (piarter  ami  to  i)reveiit  tliem.  You  can- 
not want  a  guide  for  conducting  tlie  party,  sis  there  is  not  an  Acadian 
at  IJeausejour  but  nuist  perfectly  know  the  road. 

■•  \Yhen  Heausoleil's  son  arrives,  if  he  brings  you  no  intelligence 
which  you  can  trust  to,  of  what  the  French  design  to  do  or  are  doing 
upon  the  St.  John  river,  1  would  have  you  fall  ujioii  some  method  of 
))ro(  uriug  the  best  intelligence  by  mi'ans  of  some  .Vcadian  you  dare 
venture  to  put  confidence  in,  whom  you  may  send  thither  for  that 
purpose. 

"  As  to  the  provisions  that  were  found  in  the  stores  at  IJeausejour. 
the  S:>2  bivrrels  of  flour  must  be  applied  to  victual  the  whole  of  the 
Acadians  on  their  passage  to  their  place  of  destination,  and.  if  any 
remain,  after  a  proper  i)roportion  is  put  on  board  each  Transport,  it 
will  be  sent  to  Lunenburg  for  the  settlers  there. 

"  It  is  agreed  that  the  Acadians  shall  have  jnit  on  board  with  them 
one  pound  of  flour  and  half  a  pound  of  bread  i)ei'  day  for  each  person, 
and  a  pound  of  beef  per  week  to  each,  the  bread  and  beef  will  be  sent 
to  you  by  the  Transports  from  Halifax;  the  Hour  you  have  already  in 
store. 

'•  I  would  have  you  give  orders  to  the  Detachment  you  send  to  Tatma- 
goucbe.  to  demolish  all  the  houses,  etc..  et<.,  they  find  there,  together 
with  all  the  shallops,  boats,  canoes  or  vessels  of  any  kind  which  may 
be  lying  ready  for  carrying  otTthe  inliabitants  (tiid  tliv'ir  rdtflc,  and 
by  tliese  means  the  pernicious  intcrcourst^  between  .St.  John's  island 
and  Louisburg  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  interior  part  of  thecoimtry, 
will  in  a  great  measure  be  prevented." 


Oil  the    8tli  of   August  he  wrote  liini  Jitjalii  : 

'The  Transports  for  taking  off  the  Acadians  will  be  with  you 
soon,  as  they  are  almost  ready  to  sail  from  hence,  and  by  them  you 
shall  hear  further,  and  have  parlicukir  instrtictions  as  to  the  manner 
of  shipping  them,  and  the  places  of  their  destination. 

"  I  am  hopeful  that  you  will,  in  the  meantime,  have  acccmiplished 
the  directions  you  had  in  my  last  with  regard  to  the  Acadians.  As 
there  may  l)e  a  deal  of  difficulty  in  securing  them,  you  will,  to  pre- 
vent tins  as  nnich  as  possible,  destroy  all  the  villages  on  the  north 
and  northwest  si(U?  of  the  Isthmus  that  lav  anv  distance  from  Fort 
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Beausejour,  and  use  every  oilier  method  to  distress  as  mueh  as  can 
be,  those  wlio  may  attempt  to  conceal  themselves  in  the  woods. 
But,  I  would  have  all  care  taken  to  sure,  the  cuttle,  and  prevent  as 
much  as  possible  the  Acadians /rom  carry iiiy  off  or  dentroyimi  the 
cattle:' 


.»('•"""'!-; 
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These  letters  are  a  revelation  of  Lawrence's  char- 
acter ;  his  soul  leers  through  them  in  all  its  naked 
hideousness.  Did  he  reflect  for  an  instant  on  the  suf- 
ferings he  was  about  to  inflict  ?  Was  there  a  struggle 
in  his  mind,  were  it  only  for  a  moment  ?  Not  a  trace 
of  it  appears.  Does  the  wolf  that  tears  and  rends  the 
lamb  think  of  the  pain  lie  is  making  his  prey  enduio  ? 
Does  the  cat,  while  prolonging  the  mouse's  life  for  the 
instruction  of  its  offspring  in  the  predatory  art,  or 
simply  for  the  wanton  exercise  of  its  own  agility,  reflect 
on  the  tortures  of  its  quarry?  Like  the  wolf,  like  the 
cat,  Lawrence  was  glutting  his  hunger,  or  rather  slaking 
his  thirst  for  wealth,  and  like  them  he  was  deaf  to  the 
agonizing  cries  tliat  would  assail  him. 

Two  days  only  had  elapsed  since  the  resolution  of 
the  council  had  officially  decided  on  the  deportation, 
and  I^awrence  had  already  ordered  from  Boston  and 
other  places  the  transports  he  needed  ;  he  had  already 
written  to  the  commanding  officers  at  Annapolis  and 
Pigiguit,  giving  each  of  them  minutely  detailed  instruc- 
tions, in  which  all  contingencies  were  provided  for  with 
Satanic  skill.  Once  more  it  ir  evident  that  everything 
had  been  pre-arranged  long  ago,  and  that  Lawrence  was 
making  haste  to  forestall  the  answer  of  the  Lords  of 
Trade. 

The  reader  must  have  noticed  in  the  foregoing  letters 
how  solicitous  Lawrence  is  about  the  cattle.  In  the  first 
his  instructions  recur  to  them  six  times,  and  twice  in 
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the  second.  This  i^i  really  remarkable  ;  this  insistence 
gives  rise  to  suspicions.  The  thing  ujigiit  pass  unob- 
served, if  it  were  an  isolated  fact,  but  it  is  quite  other- 
wise. It  is  linked  with  other  facts  of  the  same  kind  and 
much  graver,  and  thus  acquires  considerable  importance. 
Loose  links  are  useless  ;  rivet  them  together  and  they 
may  form  a  strong  chain,  hard  to  break.  With  such 
a  chain  is  Lawrence  l)ound  to  the  pillory  of  history 
whence  he  can  never  escape. 

Human  natuie  is  a  very  complex  thing.  Both  good 
and  bad  instincts  are  found  commingled  in  varying 
degrees  of  intensity  in  one  and  the  same  person,  making 
liim  the  battle-field  of  long,  violent,  and  sometimes  per- 
petual conflict,  the  issue  of  which  is  very  various.  Flis 
efforts  under  the  influence  of  religion  and  education 
develop  the  good  and  stifle  the  evil  that  is  in  him.  No 
one  can  entirely  escape  the  action  of  the  environment 
in  which  he  lives  and  in  which  his  character  has  been 
formed.  Good  instincts  will  spring  up  in  his  soul,  as  it 
were,  in  spite  of  him,  if  they  have  been  stimulated  by 
example.  The  cruellest,  the  vilest  of  men,  though  lie 
may  never  rise  to  heroism,  will  occasionally  be  swayed 
l)y  some  noble  feeling — even  if  it  only  flash  across  his 
brain — whicli  lifts  him  for  the  nonce  above  the  brute. 
This  is  the  rule ;  Lawrence  is  the  exception.  You  may 
search  in  vain,  throughout  his  entire  career,  for  one 
single  act,  one  single  phrase,  one  single  word  that 
might  lead  you  to  suppose  he  was  amenable  to  pity. 
Was  he,  then,  a  being  inferior  to  the  order  of  outlaws 
and  assassins  ?  I  know  not ;  but  this  much  is  certain  : 
he  was  mastered  by  a  passion  that  had  stifled  whatever 
good  instincts  he  may  once  have  had.  Of  a  most  hum- 
ble origin  he  had  reached,  while  still  young,  a  high  po- 
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sitinn ;  lu;  wantod  to  lisi;  Iuj^Ih!!' still ;  liu  Wiuilt'd  a  hi^h 
social  stamliiig  and,  tor  this,  wcallli  was  needt'd.  Tin; 
(•uttlf  nl'  llii;  Acadiaiis  was,  as  I  will  sliorlly  iltMiionstiiite, 
tilt'  iiiuuiis  Ik!  lia<l  long  siiui;  lixcd  iipoii  and  was  now 
pnrsuinj^  unMiishinglyi  but  still  with  consnuniiatc  pru- 
dence and  craft.  The  bancl'iil  inllucnce  of  his  vile 
project  had  stamped  out  every  vesti'Lfe  of  ^ood  feelino-, 
if  iinlccd  he  ever  had  any.  Klsc.  how  could  he  have 
given  Monckton  that  infamous  oider  about  sepaiating 
the  women  and  children  from  their  husbands  and 
fathers?  F  would  fain  be  mistaken  in  my  leading' of 
this  passage ;  but,  surely,  it  can  mean  oidy  that  iIk; 
men,  young  and  old,  weie  to  be  arrested  and  detained 
until  the  arrival  of  the  transports,  on  which  they  were 
to  l)e  then  end)arked  and  sent  off  first  of  all ;  "  so  that 
they  may  be  ready  to  be  shii)[)ed  off;  for,  irhcti  f/iix  /.t 
<l(»u',  it  is  not  mutdi  to  be  feaied  that  the  women  and 
children  /ri/f  off  on/it  fn  <iit  iihuuj  and  carry  off  the  cattle." 
Any  doubt  that  may  still  remain  as  to  the  meaning  I 
attribute  to  this  j)assage  of  Monckton's  instruclions, 
seems  to  be  completel}'  dis[)elled  by  the  instructions 
sent  to  Handlield  :  '*  Upon  flu-  arrival  of  the  Trans- 
ports, as  many  of  the  inhabitants  as  can  be  ciollccted, 
parfh'ularlji  the  headu  offainllicx  and  i/onni/  )tieu  art'  fo 
he  shl/>pi'if  on  board  of  them  at  the  rate  of  two  to  a.  ton." 
Besides,  this  tallies  exactly  with  Hh  u  'lal  advice 
(see  above,  page  GO) :  "fo  iixf  i-  '  ther  methnd  ^>  dis- 
trexHfhctn  an  mwdi  ax  can  be'  c  cuai'sestc:    tie-raiser 

and  the  ignorant  Indian  dr.  r  of  the  Soulu  America 
\  Pami»as  are  kinder  to  their  heids  than  was  Lawrence 
to  the  Acadians.  This  is  the  man  Parkmau  would  force 
lis  to  admire ;  and,  the  better  to  succeed  in  this  achieve- 
ment, he  has  omitted  everything  that  miglit  discredit 
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him  and  sot  him  in  his  truo  light.  Ilo  carufuUy  avoids 
pro(hu;ing  this  letter  or  any  of  its  esscMitial  [)arts.  lie 
sums  it  nj)  in  four  lines,  eutting  in  two,  l)y  a  i)rocess 
that  is  familiar  t((  him,  the  sentence  I  have  just  analyzed. 
Thus  he  takes  all  the  sting  out  of  it.  Let  the  reader 
judge;  this  is  I*arkman's  mutilated  sunnnary  :  **  Law- 
rence ac(iuainted  Monckton  with  the  result  and  ordered 
him  to  seize  all  the  adult  males  in  the  neighborhood; 
and  this,  as  we  have  seen,  he  promptly  did." 

What  motive  could  Lawrence  have  had  for  so  barbar- 
ous an  order?  Was  lie  afraid  that  the  confusion  conse- 
quent upon  the  gathering  together  of  many  families 
might  permit  some  of  them  to  escape  with  the  cattle  ? 
This  is  the  oidy  explanation  I  can  offer,  and  besides  lie 
himself  has  set  at  rest  all  doubt  on  this  point.  Prince 
Edward  Island  was  only  a  shoit  distance  from  IJeausd- 
jour  ;  he  thought  it  would  be  possible  for  the  Acadians 
to  transfer  thither  such  cattle  as  they  niigiit  manage  to 
save;  and  he  would  not  run  any  risk  with  regard  to  the 
cattle,  were  it  even  necessary,  in  order  to  secure  them, 
to  separate  for  life  wives  from  their  husbands,  eliiidren 
from  their  parents.  .\s  he  willed  the  end.  wealth,  he 
also  willed  the  means  :  he  must  have  every  head  of 
cattle.  But  if  pity  found  no  place  in  I^awrence's  own 
heart,  he  could  gauge  pretty  correctly  the  feelings  of 
others.  Me  knew  that,  after  the  departAire  of  their  hus- 
bands, fathers  and  brothers,  those  wives  and  children  in 
tears,  i)lunged  in  desi^air  and  in  mortal  anguish,  could 
never  have  the  presence  of  mind  or  the  will  to  run  away 
with  the  cattle. 

Winslow  at  Grand  Pre,  Murray  at  Pigiguit,  Hand- 
field  at  Annapolis,  received  the  same  orders  as  Monckton 
at  Beausdjour.     Lawrence  had  begun  with'  these  last, 
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because,  said  lie,  fheH?  deserved  no  favor.  Pretty  favoi 
imieed,  to  be  wbehned  in  the  same  disaster  eight  days 
hiterl  One  is  forcibly  reminded  of  the  angler'/s  con- 
siderateness  in  kind  old  Lafontaine's  fable:  "With 
what  sauce  would  you  like  to  be  eaten  ?  said  he  to  his 
captive  fishos."  Tf  in  this  Lawrence  was  hum.ane,  I 
hasten  to  give  him  credit  for  it,  as  it  is  the  only  case 
where  he  betrays  a  semblance  of  commiseration.  The 
fact  of  the  matter  is  this:  he  knew  that  his  transports 
would  not  all  arrive  at  the  same  time,  and  that,  owing 
to  the  distance,  he  could  operate  at  Beaus^jour  a  week 
or  a  fortnight  earlier  before  its  l)eing  known  in  the  set- 
tlements of  the  Peninsula. 

In  his  instructions  tf)  Murray,  VVinslow  and  Hand- 
field,  he  enters  into  fuller  details  : 

"  You  will,"  says  lie  toWinslow,  "  allow  five  pounds  of  flour  and 
one  pound  of  pork  for  seven  days  to  each  person.  You  will  have 
from  Boston  vessels  to  transport  one  thousand  persons,  reckoning 
two  persons  to  a  ton. 

"  Destination  of  the  vessels  appointed  to  rendezvous  in  the  Basin 
of  Mines  : 

"To  be  sent  to  North  Caroli'M,  such  a  number  as  will  trans- 
port five  hundred  persons  or  thereabout. 

"To  be  sent  to  Virginia,  sucli  a  number  as  will  transport  one 
thousand  persons. 

"To  Maryland,  such  a  number  as  will  transport  five  hundred 
pei"sons,  or  in  proportion,  if  the  number  should  exceed  two  thou- 
sand persons." 

We  have  not,  in  the  instructions  to  Muiray  and 
Monckton,  the  destination  of  the  Pigiguit  and  Beausd- 
jour  Acadians.  The  instructions  to  Haudfield,  Com- 
mandant at  Annapolis,  are  the  following  : 

"  To  be  si'nt  to  Philadelphia,  such  a  number  of  vessels  as  wiU 
transport  three  hundred  pei-soiis. 
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"To  bp  sent  to  New  York,  sncli  :i  number  of  vessels  as  will 
transport  two  bundred  i)ersons. 

•'  To  be  sent  U)  Boston,  sucli  a  number  of  vessels  as  will  trans- 
port two  bundred  persons,  or  rather  more  in  proportion  t<i  the 
Province  of  Coiuiecticut,  sbould  the  number  to  be  shipped  off  ex- 
teed  one  thousand  persons." 

LawreiKHj's  oalculation  fell  far  short  of  the  reality. 
Tlio  toliil  miniher  of  [)ersoiis  depoiled  b}-  VViiislow  at 
firand  Pie,  exceeded  three  thousand  ;  at  Annapolis,  it 
reached  sixteen  hundred  and  fifty. 

"  You  must  [)roceed."  he  eontinues,  "■  hi/  the  moat  rhj- 
orons  iiirasun's  possihb',  not  oidy  in  compelling  them  to 
eml)ark.  hul  in  depriving  those  who  shall  escape  of  all 
means  of  shelter  or  support  by  burning  their  houses  and 
ilestroj'ing  everytliing  that  may  afford  them  the  means 
of  subsistence  in  the  country." 

And  to  Munay  he  writes:  "If  these  people  behave 
amiss,  they  should  be  punished  at  your  discretion  ;  and 
if  any  attempt  to  molest  the  troops,  you  should  take  an 
eye  foi'  an  eye,  a  tooth  foi-  a  tootli ;  and,  in  short,  life 
for  life,  from  the  nearest  neighbor  where  the  mischief 
slioidd  be  performed." 

One  can  hardly  refi'ain  from  concluding  that  Law- 
rence fairly  reveiled  in  cruelty.  Everything  seems  to 
liave  been  calculated  to  make  the  lot  of  his  victims  as 
wretched  as  possil)U,'.  All  those  connnandants  had  full 
scope.  With  Murra}',  tliis  was  no  light  matter,  lint 
Lawrence  did  not  stoj)  there.  The  better  to  emphasize 
what  he  meant,  he  supplemented  this  freedom  of  action 
by  instructions  inviting  them  to  unutterably  l)arbarous 
deeds:  "life  for  life, /Viw  the  jicaresf  7ii'i</hhor.'^  At 
Beaus^jour,  the  order  was  clear,  to  seize  tlie  men  and 
ship  them  off  first,  the  women  aud  children  afterwards, 
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to  different  destinations  far  distant  from  eacli  other. 
In  the  otiier  settlements  the  oider  is  not  so  clear.  The 
instructions  do  not  state  th.at  the  iniMi  must  he  shipped 
separately,  they  merely  say  that  as  many  [lersons  as 
possihle  must  he  iivveatad,  CKpt'ci all  1/  f/ii'  h^^iiihoffamlllfn 
and  the  ijonmj  men,  to  he  shipped  off  on  the  arrival  of 
the  first  transports.  There  is  here  no  douht  a  slight 
difference  in  the  wording- ;  but  it  is  very  far  from  an 
indication  that  mend)ers  of  one  family  shoidd  be  [)ut  on 
board  the  same  ship.  Elsewhere  than  :i(  Beaus^jonr  it 
was  practically  im{)0ssil)le  for  the  women  and  children 
to  run  away  with  the  cattle;  hencje  theie  was  less  object 
in  insisting  on  separation  between  men  and  women. 
When  LawrencH'  did  insist  on  that  sci)iii'ation  he  can 
have  had,  it  seems,  no  other  motive  tlian  ciiuilty  :  for  it 
Avas  his  interest  to  favor  ihe  reunion  of  families  in  oi'der 
to  allay  discontent,  agitation  and  murmuringi;  \ )  prevent 
desperate  resistance  and  to  facilitate  for  his  victims  the 
accejttance  of  so  cruel  a  lot. 

Atrain,  was  it  in  older  to  make  their  condition  nioie 
pitiable  that  he  destined  the  inhabitants  of  one  locality 
to  different  ports,  far  distant  from  each  other?  Resides 
the  father,  mother  and  children,  the  innnediate  family 
dwelling  undi'r  the  same  roof,  there  were  the  mairicd 
brothers  and  sisters  and  their  children,  the  uncle-, 
ncplunvs  and  cousins,  all  bound  by  tics  of  kindled 
which  the  separation  was  to  sevei-;  there  were  tlu' 
neiu'hbors  and  friends  livin<i'  in  the  same  districst,  whost; 
ac'ipiaintance  or  intimacy,  especiallv  in  an  agricultural 
country  like  Acadia  and  among  a  sociable,  genial  jn-as- 
antry  like  theirs,  was  the  chief  charm  of  life  and  often 
an  indispensable  help  in  the  bearing  of  life's  l)ur(lt'ii. 
Apart    from    humanitarian    motives — since    Lawrence 
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was  inaccessible  to  these — was  it  not  his  interest  to 
unite  the  families  of  one  locality,  so  that  they  might 
cling  together  and  thus  obviate  tliose  continual  jouineys 
from  place  to  place  in  search  of  a  father,  mother,  brotlier 
or  sister,  joui'ueys  which  did  not  cease  till  tliirty-two 
years  after  this  fatal  year?  Could  he  hoi)e  that  families 
mourning  an  absent  father  or  son  could  be  ke[)t  in  tht; 
land  of  llieir  cxiU',  or  take  any  intei'est  in  lilc,  or  be- 
come useful  subjects?  What  was  to  ])e  hoped  tor  troin 
dismend)ered  families,  suffei'ing  from  the  diri'st  want, 
sighing  over  the  not  less  cruel  lot  of  iclativcs  rudely 
snatt'hed  from  their  hearths  and  transported  they  knew 
not  wliitluM'?  Not  darintj  to  exterminate!  tlieni  by  the 
sword,  did  Lawrence  intend  to  kill  them  ])y  grief?  Sucii 
cruelty  outstrips  all  llights  of  fancy,  and  the  memory  of 
ihesc  woes,  which  no  one;  can  fully  realize  unless  he  has 
been  forced  thereto  by  the  oft-told  lireside  iccital,  still 
brings  to  my  eyes,  after  moie  than  a  century,  teai's 
wiiich  I  cannot  restrain. 

Hoes  not  this  total  al)sence  of  kindly  feelings,  or 
rather  tliis  premeditated  cruelty,  affoi'd,  of  its(df,  f)vei- 
whelmir.g  ])resumi)tive  evidence  that  his  grievances 
were  fabricati  ,1  with  a  view  to  some  project  of  enrich- 
ment? Nothirig  could  slop  so  ferocious  a  man.  All 
suppositions  shaniefnl  to  his  memory  he  has  made  pos- 
si])le ;  and,  as  nis  interest  could  lie  in  one  direction 
onl}',  there  it  is  that  we  nuist  seek  it,  and  there  it  is 
that  T  have  found  it. 

It  would  be  ;i  mistaki!  to  su])[)Ose  that  I'arkman  re- 
jiroduces  those  ini(|uitous  instructions  I  have  (pioted  of 
bawrence  to  Murray.  It  would  also  l)e  ;i  mistake  to 
believe  that  his  work  contains  a  singli;  refeii'iice  In  t!ie 
destination  of  the  transports.     On  the  contrary  lie  lias 
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omittud  all  such  references  ami  has  done  his  hesi  to 
let  his  readers  infer  that  the  deportation  was  acconi- 
piishod  humanely.  By  his  constantly  recurring  efforts 
to  falsify  history  he  has,  so  to  speak,  become  an  accom- 
plice after  the  fact,  and  in  this  capacity  he  will  affix  to 
liis  name  a  part  of  the  scorn  with  which  the  authors  of 
this  crime  are  visited. 
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(  IIAPTKK  XXIX. 

Winnlow  goes  from  Beausejour  to  Grand  Pre  to  execute  Law- 
rence's ortJt-rs — Proclamation — His  Journal — Winslow's  state  of 
mind — Murray — Prebble. 


Wk  are  at  last  on  the  eve  of  witnessing  the  lulfil- 
nient  of  Lawrence's  doubly  criminal  project,  the  depoita- 
tion  of  an  entire  people,  violently  snatcliecl  from  thcii' 
homes,  from  that  smiling  and  fertile  land  which  their 
fathers  had  discovered  and  colonized  over  a  century 
befoi-e. 

Ill  a  hurst  of  colonizing  zeal  France  had  left  upon 
lliese  shores  some  dozens  of  families,  whom  she  after- 
wards, with  guilty  carelessness,  foigot.  At  the  period 
Ave  have  now  reached  the  memor}^  of  the  French  father- 
hijul  had  long  become  faint  and  indistinct.  Tradition 
alone  could  recall  both  France  and  the  history  of  those 
who  were  the  pioneers  of  the  countiy.  Those  original 
families  had  increased  and  multiplied  ;  the  two  hundred 
who  founded  the  colony  had  grown  to  seventeen  thou- 
sand souls,  a  small  nation,  with  habits,  tastes  and  tradi- 
tions of  its  own.  They  were  all  meml)ers  of  one  larg(i 
family,  bound  together  by  ties  of  blood  or  by  common 
memories.  Tlieir  home  was  no  longer  France;  it  was 
theie,  all  in  all  before  theii'  eyes,  in  the  countiy  that 
stretched  as  far  as  they  could  see,  in  silent  nature  or  in 
the  works  which  they  or  their  fathers  had  laboriously 
accomplished.     By  little    and    little,  the   accumulated 
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labor  of  sevoral  generations  liiid  pushed  back  sind  liin« 
ited  tlie  sea,  had  eiieroaehed  on  the  forest;  the  wihler- 
ness  l)h)ssomed  as  the  rose,  the  tiers  of  lising  uphind 
smiled  with  the  golden  grain.  Here  and  there,  on  tliose 
gentle  slopes  that  lead  to  the  Hasin  of  Mines,  were 
I'anged  in  line  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach  their  simple 
rustic  dwellinjjs.  Each  house  had  an  orchard  at  its 
ba(.'k  and  was  shaded  by  willows,  thus  forming  a  nest  of 
grecjiery  where  everything  spoke  of  ease,  (juiet  and  the 
happiness  of  rural  life.  Relow  lay  the  singularlj-  fei- 
tile  meadows  protected  by  their  dikes,  where  vast  herds 
were  grazing.  Then  there  was  the  Hasin  itself,  always 
heaving,  with  its  vast  dazzling  sheet  of  reflected  light; 
now  folded  back  and  narrowinij  into  littleness  and  re- 
tirement,  now  prou<l  and  mighty  pushing  its  waters  far 
inland,  caressing  with  its  waves  the  graceful  outlines 
of  the  dt'lls.  In  the  middle  distance,  hills  rising  oin; 
al)()ve  the  othci',  and  silent  forests  framed  this  charming 
scene  :  on  either  hand  Cape  lilomeilon  and  Cape  Fendu 
stitoil  out  boldly  as  sentinels  to  mark  the  entrance  to 
this  asylum  of  peace  and  happiness,  and.  as  it  were,  to 
I)ar  the  wa}*  to  all  human  passions.  In  the  fai'  distance 
the  (\)bequid  Mountains  blended  with  the  purple  lines 
of  the  horizon.  Ilaliburton  says  it  would  be  difficult  to 
lind  elsewheie  a  landscape  that  couhl  equal  in  rural 
beauty  that  which  meets  the  eye  from  the  hills  that  look 
down  U[)on  the  ancient  site  of  Grand  Pie  village.  Tliis 
was  home  and  coiuitry  to  the  Acadians.  A  few  days 
more  and  the  cupidity  of  a  tyrant  would  make  it  the 
most  desolate  spot  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  A  whole 
people  was  to  be  hcai)ed  pell-mell  in  ships  and  scattered 
on  a  dozen  coasts  like  leaves  whirled  away  by  the  winds 
of  autumn. 
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111  ilie  Mines  district  the  task  of  breaking  upon  this 
idyll i<'  peace  and  contentment  was  confided  to  Winslow 
and  Mnrray,  the  former  having  to  ()[)eratc  at  Grand 
Pie.  wliicli  contained  the  i)arishes  of  St.  Charles  and  St. 
.f<iscj)Ii  (Riviere  aux  Canards),  and  the  latter  at  Pigi- 
giiii,  wliere  were  two  other  parishes,  Ste.  Famille  and 
T/Ass(»nii)tion. 

Winslow  was  at  Heausejour  when  lie  received  the 
order  to  pioceed  to  (xi'and  Pie.  Having  endjarked  on 
August  14th  at  Fort  Lawrence  with  three  hundred 
niiliiia-men  of  liis  regiment,  he  cast  anchor  tlie  following 
day  he  fore  Ciraud  Pie.  Thence,  without  stopping.  In- 
Went  to  Pigiguit  wliere  Murray  was  impatiently  await- 
ing him.  Iioth  of  them  had  the  same  instructions. 
They  were,  moreover,  to  I'oiisult  together  as  to  the  most 
cfTcetivc  means  of  fullilling  their  task.  After  they  had 
dniif  so,  Winslow  returned  to  (irand  Pre.  •' I  am 
j(l<%Hed."  lie  wrote  to  Lawrence.  "'■  with  the  place  pru- 
jMKcd  l)y  Your  Excellency — the  village  church — for  our 
it'(('[ttioii.  I  havesent  for  the  eldci's  to  remove  all  sacred 
things,  to  prevent  their  being  defiled  by  hei'ctics." 

The  chiu'ch  wiis  occupied  as  an  arsenal,  the  soldiers 
jiitchcd  their  tents  around  the  churchyard  and  the 
ciiuich,  and  Winslow  made  the  presbytery  his  head- 
quarters. At  the  same  time  he  informed  Lawrence  that 
he  intended  forthwith  to  surround  his  camp  with  a  |)al- 
isad(\  so  as  to  guard  against  a  surprise.  Thereupon 
Lawrence  took  alarm  and  sent  word  to  him,  through 
Mnrray.  that  it  was  better  to  avoid  whatever  might  ex- 
cite wonder  and  mistrust.  Winslow  answered  as 
follows : — 

"CrRAND  Pre.  August  .'50th.  tT.M. 
"  1  am  favored  with  Your  E.xcellency'rt  letters,  which  Cui)taiu 
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Mjirray  wiis  no  ;j(mkI  iih  to  Im>  tln'  boiuvr  of,  aiul  with  wliom  I  li.ivc 
conHulti'ii  as  totluMluty  |)i'o|H>s*>(l  :  aixi,  as  tliiTorii  iHiiotall  ilowii. 
(Iw  wfatlicr  being  such,  has  prevented  tlu>  iiihal)itniits  (rom  liom- 
iii);  it.  It  is  liis  opinion  and  iniiu\  tiiat  Your  Kxci-llt'nc.v's  onifis 
siiouUl  not  bi>  made  publir  initil  t'lidu}-  :  on  which  day  wc  pm- 
|K)S(>  to  put  tlicni  in  execution.  We  have  piccpietted  in  (he  camp 
iM'f'orethe  n'ceipt  of  Your  K.vcellency's  letter,  and  F  imagine  if  ix 
s<»J\irf'i'<)in  (jiriiKj  siirjirisi'  ii)  the  iiilmhifditts  as  to  their  itein;; 
<U-tained,  tiiat  they  look  upon  it  as  a  .settled  (loint  that  we  are  to 

remain  with  them  all  winter .\lthouj;h   it  is  <i  ilisai/ni- 

(il>lf  part  i>f  tin-  (hiti/  ICC  arc  jiiif  iipov.  I  am  .sensible  it  is  a  neces- 
sary <»n(>.  and  I  shall  endeavour  strictly  to  obey  Your  Excellency's 
onlers.  to  tlo  anythiiij?  in  me  to  rciiiinv  tlir  iici<jlihonrs  too  tx'ttrr 
Coil  lit  ri/." 

Wlu'ii  Miirviiy  hi'oiio^lit  to  Win.slctw  liiiwiuMicc's  Icttcf, 
tlu!  (wo  came  to  the  coiicliiijion  tluit  tin-  .smcst  way  lo 
ijot  tho  iiihahitaiil.s  t(\i;(illii'i'  would  he  to  issue  a  proc- 
lainatioii  i'e(iuiriiiL>'  thai  all  tlu^  men  atid  all  the  chil- 
(lieu  iihove  leii  yeais  ol"  a^e  should  iiuiet  in  tlu^  cimich 
to  roeeive  His  Majesty's  insti'uetioiis  with  i-eyard  to 
thi!ni  ;  and  that  this  [jnxdain.ition  should  he  so  andiiirti- 
ously  wofded  as  not  to  reveal  its  ohject.  and  yet  so  pi'i- 
eniptoiy  that  it  would   not  he  disobeyed. 

The  dav  after  his  return  to  Pioiotiit,  Miirrav  wrote  to 


AV  in  slow 


I  ihiidc  the  sooiujr  we  strike  the  stroke  tlu 


belter,  therefore.  I  will  be  olad  lo  see  you  In-re  as  soon 
iis  eonveniently  you  can.  I  shall  hav(!  the  orders  for 
assembling  ready  written  for  your  ai)[)robalion,  only  the 
day  bhiuk,  and  am  hopefid  will  stieceed  according  to 
our  wishes."* 


Bef 


ore  mee 


ting  Murray  again,  AVinslow  wisliod  loseei 
for  himself  how  far  advaiu'ed  was  the  harvest.  Consid- 
ering that  it  would  be  almost  im[)ossible  to  make  use  of 
it,  Lawrence  bad  deeidt>d  to  let  it  bo  stored  in  tho  barns 
and  to  burn  it   with  tho   buildings.     His  instructions 
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Avci'c  tliiil  tlic  coiiMtry  must  ))c  iicmU;  hii  iiiiinliiil)it:il)lo 
wildi'iiH'ss,  SI)  as  lo  loict;  (Icsci'tcM's  to  j^ivo  tlnniisclvtis 
ii|»  aixl  to  (lisconra^n^  tlu!  rctiini  ol"  tin;  (jxilos.  Accom- 
paiiicd  !•}■  ail  tjsciort  ol"  soldiers,  Wiiislow  made  a  (our  ol 
iiis{K!(;tioM  llii'ou_i;li  tli(!  suri'oniidini;'  couiilr}'  aud  ascer- 
laiui;d,  witli  lugret,  that  niucli  of  IJu;  <^rain  was  still 
standing  in  tiui  Holds.  On  tlio  Tuesday,  lie  went  to 
l'i<'i<ruit  to  eoiiK!  to  a  delinitc;  understandin<r  with  Mur- 
ray  and  to  draw  up  tiu;  [)ro(;lanialion  that  was  to  he  ail- 
driissed  to  the  iidiahilauts.  It  was  translated  into 
Kreneli  l)y  a  man  called  Iit<uir/i<iiti/t^  a  merehant  at 
I'ij^'iguit.* 

It  jcads  as  follows  : 


!  iJ 


"  To  lilt' iiilial)ilaiits  of  (he  District  ol"  (inind  I'rc,  Mines,  river 
Ciiiiard  iiixi  placjcs  juljiicciit,  as  svi'il  iiiieieiits  as  yoiinj^  iiini  ami 
la<ls. 

Whereas.  His  Kxcelleiiey  the  ( Jovcrnoi'.  ha-i  instiiieled  us  <if'  liis 
hifc iT.s()liili()ii  respeetiti;^ //(('  iit(itli'ri)r<>ji<)si<l  to  tiie  iiihat)itaiits. 
and  lias  ordered  ns  1oeoninnini(;atethe  .same  in  person.  His  Exeel- 
icney  heinj;  desirous  tliat  ea(;li  ol'  them  xhoiild  he  sotisjii'd  nf  His 
Mdji  sty's  intentions,  whieii  he  ha-s  also  ordered  us  toconnnuiiicale 
to  you,  Hstlivji  ]i(trr  brvn  tfircii  to  tihii  :  We,  tliereCore.  order  ami 
strictly  hy  tli<'si>  j)resents.  all  of  the  inhal)ilaiits  as  well  of  the 
atiove-named  District  as  of  all  the  otiiei-  Districts,  both  old  and 
youiiK  nieu,  !is  well  as  tiie  lads  of  ten  years  of  a^^f,  to  attend  at  liie 
Church  of  (rrand  I're,  on  friday,  liii^  "ith  instant,  at  three  of  the 
clock  in  the  afternoon,  that  we  may  impart  to  them  what  wc  are 
ordere<l  to  communicate  to  them  :  declarinj^  tlial  no  t'.rciisr  irillhc 
(ttimitti'ii  on  any  pretence;  whatsoever  on  pain  of  forfeit  iwj  yoodH 
((ml  cl((iticls,  ill  (Ufaiilt  of  iral  ('sf((fc. 

"  Given  at  Grand  Pre, '^nd  Sept.,  175.J. 

••John  Winslow." 

*I  think  the  name  uu^ht  to  l)i!  Jhsckdiniis  iiistcail  nf  Jiidin/nnnii. 
I)t'Sfhimi|is.  who  afterwards  lieeanie  ii  jiulKe,  was  then,  I  lu'lieve.  a  c'li-rk 
with  Ma\ip'r  at  I'iKiKuit.  Winslow.  Ix'iiiK  a  stranger,  may  easily  havo 
mistaken  tho  uuinu,  aud  1  am  almost  sun;  he  did. 
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A  <.oity  of  this  jtioclaniiitioii  was  luiuli}  for  Murray's 
use  at  l*i<;'iguil. 

Had  tluM(?  heun,  behind  tht;  arras,  a  stenographer  to 
report  verbatim  the  discussions  arising  out  of  the  coni- 
I)osition  of  this  cunning  document,  his  notes  would  have 
been  liighly  interesting.  The  only  object  of  this  proc- 
himation  was  to  get  tl»e  men  and  lads  in  the  church  at 
the  ai'ijointed  hour.  The  contents  and  the  form  would 
be  all  the  more  peifect  according  as  tiiey  the  better  de- 
(teived  the  i)eople.  Murray,  who  must  have  known  bet- 
ter than  Winslow  the  character  of  the  Acadians,  was 
no  doubt  the  principal  composer  of  this  i)apcr.  The  dis- 
cussion must  have  been  a  long  one  ;  so  manifold  are  the 
methods  of  deceit.  However,  three  principal  points 
must  have  occurred  to  Murray's  mind  and  been  readily 
a('('('[)t('d  l)y  Winslow.  First,  vagueness  of  expi-ession 
as  to  the  pur]:)ose  of  the  meeting;  the  clause, '•  of  his 
/tiff  rexohttion  respecting  the  matter  ])roposed  to  the  in- 
habitants," ([uite  mot  this  requirenvint.  Lawrence  had 
decided  that,  if  they  refused  the  oath,  they  should  have 
to  quit  the  country  ;  as  they  had  acce[)ted  this  latter 
alternative,  and  as  they  had  no  reason  to  suspect  anything 
more  serious,  when  they  were  told  that  the  Government 
had  fornu'd  a  rest)lution  that  was  to  be  comnninicated 
to  them,  they  would  naturally  think  of  some  modilication 
favorable  to  theii'  desires.  ''  Hespecting  the  matter  pro- 
])Osed  "  was  suitably  vague,  and  would  leave  a  good 
impiession.  Second  [)()int  :  His  Majesty's  authority 
invoked.  The  good  impression  nuist  be  intensitied  when 
the  people  learn  of  "■  His  3I(iJe><tij\s  itifeutions,'"  and  that 
it  was  to  let  them  hear  these  intentions  that  they  were 
convoked.  They  could  not  easily  doubt  that  Lawrence 
had  I'eally   and   truly    received    instructions    from    the 
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Kiiij^,  mid  tlit'st!  instructions,  they  naturiilly  t'onjoctuiLMl, 
would  l)u  tMllier  an  extunsion  of  tin;  tinio  allowod  for 
fvacuiiting'  the  (country,  willi,  perhaps,  the  priviloj^f  ol" 
♦  allying  off  tlii'ir  movables,  or,  still  better,  some  now 
jiroposal,  some  middle  term  imposing  military  servict! 
on  those  oidy  who  should  be  I.)()rn  alter  this  date,  a  j)ro- 
jiosal  they  would  be  glad  to  aecej>t.  In  I'aot,  sonu^ 
months  before,  they  had  addressed  a  petition  to  (he 
French  Ciovernment,  praying  the  King,  as  eustodian  of 
the  piovisions  of  tlu;  Treaty  of  Utreelit,  to  intervtMie 
in  theii'  favor  with  the  King  of  England.  'I'hey  had 
begged  of  him  to  ask  for  a  delay  c»f  three  years  before 
ipiitting  the  province,  with  the  [)rivilege  of  carrying 
away  their  effects  and  the  facilities  necessary  to  etYect- 
iiate  Iheir  transmigjiition.  They  woidd  now  say  to  them- 
.sclves:  the  (luestion  has  no  doubt  been  dehnitively  set- 
tle(l  between  tlu^  two  ci-owns,  and  it  must  be  with  rcf- 
(•reiiee  to  this  de(.'ision  that  Lawrence  wislujs  us  t(t  be 
jiresc'iit.*  They  had  everything  to  fear  from  f.awi'cnce 
liimself,  but  no  injustice,  or  at  least,  no  inhumanity  from 
the  British  (Joveiiimenl.  They  wcmld,  therefore,  to  all 
appearance,  have  no  risk  to  I'un  and  everything  to  gain. 
It  would  seem  imj)ossible  tt»  llicm  that  Lawrence,  or  his 
suboi'dinates,  could  invoke  the  King's  authority  falsely. 
.^Lll•ray,  on  the  other  hand,  could  not  but  be  aware  that 
Lawrence  had  resolviMl  upon  tla,'  deportation  without 
instructions,  without  orders  from  ILs  Majesty,  and  that 
lie  could  not  have  obtained  them.     This,  then,  must  bi; 

*'rin'  I'"niiifli  Ainhii.ssador  in  Liiiiil(jii  hud  subiniUcd  the  i)<;titicjii  of  tli'- 
Ai-iidifiiis  to  tilt*  C'iibini't  uf  St.  Jiuiu's  in  the  pniccdiiiK  May  (I7r)5i.  and  tin- 
iitiMW't'r  (.jivi'U  in  Juno  or. July  had  tii-oii  :  "  lu  regard  to  tiic  thtvo  years 
for  tniiisniiKnition  jiroposcd  foi-  tin' Acadiaiis  of  the  Peninsula,  it  would 
l».'di'))rivlnjj(lr('at  liritain  oi'  a  vi'i'y  considi'nibli'  nunilicrof  useful  subjects, 
if  sueh  transmifjratioTi  should  extend  to  those  wlm  were  inhabitants  there 
at  the  timo  of  the  Treaty  of  Ulreeht  {Si/cri'ldri/  nf  SIfitr  l<i  /Aurremr,  Villi 
August,  1755).  '         .  '     '  * 


AS    ASTl'TK    HINT    AMOIT    1;KAI<    F.STATK. 
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Hii  infallii>l(!  mumiis  of  ciisiiriii^  olxMlicnct'  to  the  pioc* 
liinialioii  ;  past  siihliMiui^cs  would  he  tor^'ottcii  in  tin; 
flirt;  of  sncli  pliiiisihlc  usstu'tioiis.  .Miiniiy  must  liav«! 
ni])b(M|  ]iis  liiinds  with  (l<>li<^rlit  iiiid  liiivc  thought  liiiiisi'lf 
a  drop  di|)loinatist  as  liu  L'Xj)ouiidti(l  to  Winslow  (liis 
creation  of  liis  brain. 

Of  course  tlieie  I'einained  a  few  dilllienlties  tliat  j,'ave 
pause  to  Winslow  and  Murray.  For  inslanet;,  could 
tlu^  Acadians  hope  for  ydod  news,  so  long  as  their  dele- 
^'ates  were  kept  prisoners  at  Halifax  ?  And  Ihiit  coii- 
voeation  of  lads  of  leu  years  nii^'lit  well  eiiust!  astonish- 
luent  aiul  distrust.  What  if  the  eat  were  thus  let  out 
of  the  l)ag?  But  Lawrence's  orders  were  precise:  men 
ami  liids  idxivt!  ten  \  eai's  of  aye  were  to  Im;  seized.  j»ut 
on  hoard  shi[»  aiul  sent  off  hefort;  anythiut,''  was  tloiie 
with  the  w  nuuMi  and  younjiei'  children.  'I'o  o'et  lound 
this  o])s{a('le,  Aluiray  invented  the  formvda  which  ends 
the  I*roclamatit)n  and  constitutes  tht! 'I'hii'd  i*oinl  settled 
on  before  the  document  was  composed.  Threats  (»f  foi- 
fciture  were  to  be  uttered  in  these  W(»rds:  "declaring 
tliat  no  excuse  will  be  admitted  on  an}-  pretenct!  whiil- 
soever  oji  pain  of  forfeiting  goods  and  chattels,  ///  ili'fatilt 
of  rt'ol  csf<fft'."  'I'his  would  hiad  the  At^ulians  to  infer 
luihesitatinclv  that  the  new  insti'uetions  received  from 
His  Majesty  uuist  bt;  exceedingly  favorable,  since  there 
was  (|Uesliou  of  forfeiting  movables  and  even  im- 
movables, if  thev  refused  to  attend.  AccordiuLT  to 
Lawrence's  decision  in  presence  of  their  delegates,  the 
immoval)les  were  already  forfeited.  This  proclamation 
secniied  to  imply  that  they  were  not:  therefore.  His 
Miijesty's  instructions  must  be  such  as  to  cause  great 
icjoicing.  And  once  more  Murray  rubbed  his  hands. 
This  <h)cument,  thought  he,  will  be  highly  relished  by 
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t  lir  (  MtVcl'llor,  illM 


1  will 


liiisc  iiic   scvcni 


1   •! 


(.'•rrci's  HI  Ills 


A  lew  (lays  lict'dic,  Wiiislow,  who  now  saw  lliin 
jiarl  oi"  llu'  foiiiitry  I'oi'  tlio  lirst  tinu;,  liad  sent  CaittMiii 
Adams  lo  ri;coimoili(;  in  the  diii-ctioii  of  IJivirrc  aiix 
(  iuiards    and    Kivien;     des     Ilahitants,    and     Caplains 


IIiiIiIk    and    Osu-ood    in    otli(!i'    dirccliot 


IS. 


Ad 


mis    If 


|»iii  tfd  lliat  it  was  "a  line  coiintryand  lull  of  iiilialtit- 
anls,  a  lusuilirul  cliiiicli.  ahniidaiicr  of  ;lir  ^dods  of 
lliis  world,  and  j»rovisioiis  of  all  kinds  in  nit-it  jilciity." 
llol)I)s,  wlio  had  visitfd  .MclaiM;i)ii  vilhiL;*'  and  tlic 
l!i\('r  ( iasjifrfau,  and  ()sL;o(id.  wlm  had  icconnoit icil  the 
\ris   in   the    l'iL;iynit  dislricl.  made   ('(inally    fasorahh- 


ri 


I'fliorl," 


M 


nria\-    wrolc    a'-ain    In 


W 


nislow     on 


tcnihci' -Itli  :    -'All    llic    |i('oiilc   (|in('l.aiid    vciy    Imsy  at 
their  haiNCst  :    if  this  day  kcr])--  lair,  all  will    he    iii  here 


cir    iiarns. 


I    h 


iilic     to-llloljiiA'    //■///    ci'ii/rii    iill    mil 
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in   il 

Slung'  \>y  llraddnck's  I'ont  al  Moiiorit;alicla,  Winslow 
liatl  writlun,  whiMi  he  was  still  at  IJcaiisrjonr  and  f>rj'(nr 
the  nfftclal  decix'iui)  <>/  tlw  ifri>nrf<(f/()ii,  this  ahoniinahk' 
letter: 

"We  are  now  hateliing-  the  nohle  and  great  project 
of  hanishing  tlie  Fiench  Neuti'als  from  this  ])rovin('e  ; 
they  have  ever  heeii  our  sei-njt  enemies,  and  have  en- 
couraged our  Indians  to  cut  our  thi'oats.  If  we  can 
aeccnnplish  tins  expulsion,  it  will  have  been  one  of  the 
gi'eatest  deeds  the  English  in  America  have  ever 
acliieved ;  for,  among. other  considerations,  fhc  part  »/ 
the  country  which  thei/  occupy  in  one  of  the  hcxt  soils  in 
the  worhl,  and,  in  that  event,  we  miyht  place  some 
yooil  farhient  on  their  horneKteails." 

Kameau  de  Saint  Pere  comments  thus  on  this  letter : 
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"  The  most  brutal  of  tlie  pirates  that  issued  from  the 
rocks  of  Norway  to  j>()  and  lay  waste  the  coasts  of 
Europe,  in  the  year  1000,  would  n.  t  have  published  a 
moi(-  ferocious  and  cynical  proclamation  to  collect 
around  liini  the  companions  of  his  brigandage." 

Let  us  not  be  more  severe  on  Winslow  tlian  is  be- 
coming. This  terrible  defeat  of  Hraddock  had  tluown 
the  English  provinces  into  consternation ;  one  nuist 
read  the  chronicles  of  tlie  time  to  form  an  idea  of  lIi*' 
mental  and  moral  confusion  whicli  that  event  h;id 
produced.  Rage  madu  men  fci'ocious.  Evcytliing 
French  was  included  in  a  hale  whicli  seemed  insatii'ble 
except  by  coinjilete  extermination.  This  state  of  [)ub- 
lic  opinion  was  of  great  assistance  to  Lawrence  in  liis 
lU'ojccts.  A\'^insk)w  was  under  tlio  influence  of  tliis 
popular  fi'cnzy,  and  we  should,  before  judging  him, 
make  allowance  for  thiit  influence.  The  historian, 
more  than  all  other  men,  is  in  duty  bound  to  be  indul- 
gent;  he  nuist  take;  account  of  the  special  circum- 
stances of  the  e[)oeh  he  is  descri])ing,  if  he  wishes  to 
set  a  proper  value  on  men  and  their  doings.  Now,  war 
means  hatred.  From  one  day  to  the  next  it  works  a 
complete  revolution  in  men's  minds.  Tn  a  moment 
brains  are  on  lire,  ))lood  is  up,  the  friend  is  transformed 
into  a  foe.  A  victory  makes  a  whole  nation  wild  witli 
joy  ;  !i  defeat  aroi'ses  hot  indignation  and  tierce  rage. 
In  Anuu'ica  this  effect  was  intensilied  by  the  necessary 
interfei'ence  of  the  Indian  element,  wuth  the  cruelties 
that  were  its  inevitable  accompaniment.  On  either 
side  the  redskin  was  a  much-sought  auxiliary  ;  war  be- 
came an  ambush.  This  defeat  at  Monongahela,  brought 
about  by  the  infatuation  of  IJraddock,  was  particulaily 
exasperating  because  it  hiul  afl'oi'ded  no  scope   for  iiiili- 
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taiy  valoi'  as  understood  in  Kurope.  Tlie  outburst  of 
anger  and  hatred  that  ensued  was  unjust ;  but,  psyeho- 
Vigically,  it  eould  not  be  otherwise.  Lawrence,  liaving 
f'U  power  in  his  liands,  liad  found  it  easy  to  take  advant- 
ajj'e  of  this  madness  and  to  mould  his  subordinates  to 
his  views.  Seklom  does  it  hapjien  that  the  servant,  iDr 
wliom  flattery  is  a  necessu;  ,  fails  to  outdo  liis  master. 
A  prey  to  this  morlnd  infection,  \Vinsh)\v  had  conif  to 
(irand  Pre.  Tlie  severity  of  military  disci[)line.  \\n) 
love  of  glor}-,  warlike  ardor,  the  very  intensity  of 
patriotism,  ai't  upon  tlu>  soldier  as  mighty  forces  beat- 
ing ba»dv  to  tli(!  bottom  of  liis  heart  the  tenderness  of 
his  hotter  natun;.  It  seems  that  these  feelinu's  weii' 
lulled  onl}-  for  tlie  moment  in  Winslow,  and  that  he 
was  influenced  to  a  certain  extent  by  the  scene  of  peact; 
and  contentment  that  lay  before  him.  From  the  pres- 
l)ytery,  wherein  he.  had  taken  up  liis  (piarters,  iho 
eye  embraced  a  wide  prospect  of  country.  Whither- 
soever he  turned  his  gaze,  he  saw  naught  but  rest  ful- 
ness, plenty  and  happiness.  Those  who  had  rlioscii 
this  lovely  retreat,  "  far  from  the  madding  crowd."" 
nuist  hiivc  beciu  drawn  thereto  by  the  wish  to  dwell 
peiu  efdi'y  in  a  safe  asylum.  He  had  expectctl  to  lind 
I  n  stiess  and  turbident  people,  ready  to  ris(^  in  revolt  ; 
i.'i>-.,ea(i  of  which,  he  c(mies  and  f{oes  amonn-  them,  ht- 
asks  for  the  keys  of  the  presbytery  and  the  chu/cli. 
which  are  eagerly  handed  to  him;  he  lodges  there,  he 
arranges  his  camj),  he  fortifles  it :  scpiads  of  soldiers 
march  up  and  down  the  country  roads  ;  all  this  [)roduces 
no  unusual  stir;  his  orders  are  obeyed  with  submission 
and  respect ;  the  liarvest  labors  are  jmrsued  with  un- 
abated zeal.  Is  tliis.  he  must  have  asked  himself,  the 
attitude  of  an  unruly  and  rel)cllious  people?     He   had 
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THIO    CONTUAST    MOVES    HIM. 


como  in  tlio  temper  of  a  geneiiil  iiiiucliiiij^-  againsl  an 
ex})erieiieecl  and  formidable  adversary  ;  lu'  found  him- 
self confronted  by  peaceable  and  trnslfnl  i.a'n,  by 
harmless  women  and  children.  He  was  disiirnied. 
Was  he,  a  brave  officer,  thirsting  for  battle  and  renown, 
to  become  the  executionei-  of  a  submissive  and 
defenceless  people,  to  make  a  desert  of  this  fair  land,  to 
ruin  the  lives  of  an  entire  generation  ?  God  forbid. 
He  must  have  been  deceived.  These  good  people 
could  not  deserve  the  fate  he  was  preparing  for  them. 
Perhaps  their  stubbornness  seemed  stupid  to  him;  but 
it  was  based  on  motives  which  mankind  has  ever  re- 
spected, lie  could  not  but  admit  that  they  were  sin- 
cere in  their  belief,  superstitious  though  it  seen^  ti  i'^ 
him,  and  in  their  patriotism,  to  which  tl:  jy  saeriliced  ail 
else  that  was  most  dear.  Perhaps  also  he  had  a  pre- 
sentiment that  history  would  deal  with  himself  far 
more  severely  than  with  his  victims. 

Such,  T  believe,  were  the  anxious  thoughts  that 
hauntcil  his  mind  when  he  entered  in  his  Journal  the 
following  cry  apparently  wrung  from  his  inmost  soul : 
"•  Tilings  aie  iiow  very  heavy  on  my  heart  and  hands.  .  . 
I  impatiently  wait.  .  .  That,  once  at  length,  we  may 
get  over  this  troublesome  affair,  which  is  more  grievous 
to  luc  than  any  service  I  v;as  ever  employed  in." 

And  further  on  :  .  .  .  "  Shall  soon  have  our  hands 
full  of  the  disagieeable  business  to  remove  them  from 
their  am-ient  habitations,  which,  in  this  })art  of  the 
country  are  very  valuable.  .  .'" 

Winslow  was  no  ordinary  man.  He  held  a  high 
position  in  the  provinces  of  New  England.  He  was  a 
thoughtful  man,  as  the  Journal  he  kei)t  shows.  To 
judge  from  an  entry  he  made  in  it  some  days  before,  he 


W1NSLU\V\S   JorilNAL. 

seems  to  have  had  an  eye  tn  posterity.  As  lie  was 
Icavinif  M(;aus(^jonr  tV»r  (Jraiid  I'le,  Moiicktoii,  the  Com- 
inaiuUM'-in-Chier,  liad  obliged  liim  to  U'ave  behind  him 
Ills  leuimeiital  thii;'.  Wiiishjw  thouyht  this  ordei'  a 
breach  of  eourtesy,  and  tohl  him  iii(hgnantly  that  this 
action  of  Ills  was  strange  and  irould  appear  ko  in  /iisf>>r/f. 
Now,  as  this  incident  was  far  from  impoi'lant  eiiongh  to 
bf  an  historical  event,  and  would  have  been  forgotten 
but  for  his  mention  of  it,  we  may  Ik;  warranted  in  sup- 
posing  that  Winslow  meant  to  j)nblis]i  his  Journal.  It 
did  indeed  become  iiublic  proix'i'ty  in  tins  way.  It  had 
lain  for  seventy  years  in  the  treasures  of  tlie  Massacliu- 
s(!lts  Historical  Society,  when  that  part  of  it  which 
treats  of  the  events  we  are  now  r(!vi<'wiiio-  linally  siiw 
the  light.  In  the  absence  of  public  documents,  which, 
as  we  have  seen,  were  abstracted  fiom  the  Archives,  this 
Journal  of  Winslow  takes  on  great  value.  Though  it 
refers  only  to  the  scenes  in  which  he  himself  was  the 
chief  actor  at  (h'and  I'le,  and  thoULrh  we  still  know 
nothing,  or  next  to  nothing,  of  what  o<'curied  at 
Pigiguit,  C'obequid,  .Vnna}»olis  and  lieauscjour.  yet 
what  Winslow  gives  us  is  vciy  precious,  if  he  wrote 
for  })()sterity,  he  must,  evidently,  have  put  himscdf  in 
the  most  favorable  light  ;  but  the  fact  thai  Ik-  was 
aware  of  the  odious  j'iW't  he  was  playing  entitles  us  to 
grant  him  the  benefit  of  any  mm-cy  his  situation  may 
elicit.  The  orders  he  had  received  were  seveie,  and 
cruelty  was  as  inseparable  fi'om  the  execution  of  them 
as  cutting  is  inseparable  from  the  suigeon's  urt.  To 
make  his  success  more  com[)leto  he  had  t(»  tell  no  end 
of  lies.  It  may  very  well  be  that  he  never  made  any 
such  reflections  as  I  have  suggested  above,  nor  expe- 
rienced any  oi  those  feelings  I  have  described ;  but,  for 
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THE   DEVIL  QUOTING   SCKIPTUKE. 


the  lioiior  of  niankind  and  civilization,  I  piefer  to  err 
on  the  side  of  charity.  Of  Handheld  and  Moncktun's 
feelings  we  know  little  ;  but  as  for  Scott  and  Prebble, 
and,  above  all  others,  Murray,  they  are  entitled  to  no 
such  leniency.  Winslow's  Journal  produces  a  letter 
from  Hanuneid,  which,  to  his  honor,  contains  the  fol- 
lowing :  "  I  heartily  join  with  you  in  wishing  that  we 
were  both  of  us  got  over  this  most  disagreeable  and 
troublesome  part  of  the  service." 

Here  is  what  Prebble  wrote  to  Winslow  from  Beau- 
s^'jou.  : 

..."  We  rpjoice  to  hear  of  your  safe  arrival  at  Graiul  Pre  and 
am  well  jjleabetl  that  you  aiv  provided  witli  so  good  (iiuirters  for 
yourself  and  soldiers  ;  as  you  iiave  taken  possession  of  the  friar's 
house,  hope  you  icill  execute  the  office  of  priest." 

A  few  days  hit  ei- : 

..."  I  rejoice  to  hear  that  the  lines  are  fallen  to  you  in  pleasant 
lands,  and  tliat  you  have  a  (joodlij  Iterificje.  I  understand  you  are 
surrounded  by  the  good  fIniigH  of  tfiis  irorld  and  having  a  naiu'ti- 
fled  place  for  your  Judu'tatioii.  hoi)e  y(ni  will  he  prepared  for  the 
enjoyments  of  (tnother.  .  .  .  We  have  only  this  to  comfort  us, 
that  we  are  as  iiigJi  to  heaven  as  you  pre  at  Grand  Pre,  and  since 
we  are  denied  onr  gooil  things  in  tJtis  world,  douht  not  we  sliall 

be  happy  in  the  next." 

"  Jedediah  Prebble, 
"  Camp  at  Cuiuberland  (Beausejour). 
5th  Sept.,  \8rh)." 


After  citing  these  and  other  letters,  Philip  H.  Smith, 
in  his  "Acadia — A  Lost  Chapter  in  Anierican  History," 
adds :  "  We  will  not  burden  these  pages  with  more  of 
this  sickening  religious  cant.  Such  professions  of  piety 
made  by  men  engaged  in  the  work  they  were  in,  a[)[)ear 
to  be  little  short  of  sacrilege."'  . 
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Mr.  Smith  takes  these  rollicking  blackguards  too 
seriously.  Their  jocot;e  references  to  Holy  Scripture 
were  not  meant  to  be  "  professions  of  piety,"  and  there- 
fore do  not  rise  even  to  the  dignity  of  hypocrisy — wliich 
is.  after  all,  an  indirect  homage  to  genuine  virtue. 


HI 


lA 


'I    !J 


)iWl 


m 


84 


ON   TENTEK-HOOKS. 


it 


CHAPTER  XXX. 

Memorable  day,  September  otli.  at  Grand  Pre — Fiiur  hundred  and 
tiltceii  adults  withered  in  the  church — Reading  tlie  edict  of 
deportation — Usurped  pt>\ver.s — Despatch  of  the  Secretary  of 
State.  Sir  Tiiomas  Hubinson.  to  Lawrence,  dated  August  13th, 
in  reply  to  his  letter  of  June  ■•2Hth — The  Secretary  of  State  greatly 
alarmed  at  Lawrence's  disguised  projects — Either  this  desj)atch 
came  too  late  or  Lawrence  feigns  not  to  have  received  it  in 
time — October  isth.  he  briefly  annoinices  the  deportation  to  the 
Lords  of  Trade  without  replying  to  the  des!)atch  of  August  13th, 
to  which  he  rejilies  only  on  November  ;3(Hli  and  then  brielly — 
Letter  of  ^larch  '.Joth.  1756 — The  very  imiK»rtant  despatcii  of 
August  I3tli  is  passed  over  in  silence  by  almost  all  writers — 
Brown  and  Parkman. 

Thk  lueniorablc  fifth  of  September  is  now  eonie.  The 
meetiiiir  was  tixecl  for  three  o*eho(;k  in  the  afternoon. 
The  most  anxious  person  was  probabl}'  Winsk^w  himiseit ; 
as  yet,  indeed,  he  had  noticed  no  sign  of  anxiety  on 
the  part  of  the  Acadians ;  the  |)rochxmation  had  given 
rise  to  no  grouping  of  kiiterers  ;  not  the  slightest 
excitement  was  visible.  K  vervthing  seemed  to  favor  the 
full  siieeess  of  his  treachery;  but  the  situation  was  so 
novel,  so  strange,  the  work  in  hand  so  barbarous,  that 
he  could  not  help  the  nervous  dread  that  beset  him. 
He  was  humbled,  ashamed  of  liimself;  at  tiie  same  time 
he  was  most  desirous  that  his  enterprise  should  succeed. 
Should  tliere  be  refu.sal  to  obey  and  resistance,  to  what 
cruel  extremities  wouhl  he  not  be  obliged  to  resort 
against  a  despairing  and  unarmed  people?     He  mu.st 
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have  run  tluuugli  nil  the  mental  struggles  that  the 
perpetration  of  a  lirst  crime  entails  upon  a  liitlierto 
faithful  servant. 

The  (.'lock  was  soon  aljout  to  mark  for  tlio  Acadian 
2)eople  the  end  of  a  century  of  (piiet  enjoyment.  During 
the  past  5'ear  the  serenit}-  of  the  olden  time  had  disap- 
peared; clouds  had  gathered  thicker  and  more  numerous 
ahove  their  heads  ;  the  storm  was  \ipon  them  and  was 
growing.  In  quick  succession,  their  arms,  their  Ijoats, 
their  archives  and  their  priests  had  been  taken  from 
thtiii  :  one  liundred  and  fifteen  of  the  principal  citizens, 
simply  because  they  had  refused  to  take  the  oath,  were 
still  languishing  in  the  prisons  of  Halifax;  now  their 
churches  were  profaned.  True,  the  proclamation  im- 
plied the  intervention  of  the  English  Government,  which 
was  calculated  to  give  them  conlidence ;  but  what  was 
the  meaning  of  this  deploying  of  troops,  this  intrenched 
camp,  this  occupation  of  tlieir  church  and  their  presby- 
tery ?  Evidently  the  wished-for  inter\ention  was  a 
myth ;  else  this  armed  force  would  be  inexplicable. 
The  occupation  of  their  church  clearly  meant  that  their 
priests  would  not  be  restored  to  them,  and,  in  that  case, 
it  was  impossible  for  them  to  remain,  even  if  they  were 
allowed.  To  go,  they  were  resolved  ;  and  yet  the 
thought  of  leaving  that  dear  spot,  that  beloved  country, 
their  property,  their  herds,  in  order  to  begin  elsewhere 
the  labor  of  a  century,  had  made  them  sad.  Joy  had 
flown :  the  home  circle  was  gloomy  and  silent.  This 
convocation  could  only  be  the  sentence  of  departure  ; 
but  at  least,  thought  thev,  the  rrovernment  would  give 
them  the  time  and  the  facilities  necessary  for  their 
transportation  into  French  territory  ;  and  i)crchance, 
moved  by  so  much  misfortune,  it  would  allow  them  to 
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cany  with  them  their  effects  and  tlie  liarve.st  tiiey  had 
just  garnered.  On  the  other  hand,  what  favors  could 
tliey  hope  for  if  left  at  Lawrence's  mercy  ?  That  man 
had  never  known  or  shown  pity.  No  ;  vmless  there  was 
some  intervention  of  the  Home  Government,  this  con- 
vocation must  he  a  warning  of  some  greater  Avoe. 
Nevertheless  they  reached  the  practical  conclusion  that 
obedience  to  orders  was  after  all  the  wisest  course. 

Winslow,  too,  had  his  troubles,  though  very  different 
in  kind.  So  has  the  cat  watching  the  mouse,  so  has  tlie 
wolf  waiting  for  the  lamb.  His  anxious  eyes  often 
scanned  the  dusty  roads  ending  at  Grand  Prd.  .So(,ii,  iit 
intervals,  he  espied  afai  off'  light  clouds  of  dust ;  people 
on  foot  were  slowly  Avending  their  way  from  neigliboring 
farms;  then  came  well-filled  carts  from  the  liivers 
Perreau,  des  Habitants,  Canard  and  Gaspereau :  the 
numbei's  were  increasing  ;  they  all  passed  before  the 
church  casting  anxious  looks  on  the  public  square 
covered  Avith  tents  and  soldiers  ;  then  the  villaoe  Avas 
full ;  the  neAV-comers  had  scattered  in  groups  in  the 
houses,  on  the  door-steps,  along  the  fences.  All  these 
groups  Avere  grave  and  almost  silent.  They  exchanged 
a  few  AA'ords  on  the  Aveather,  the  harvest,  absent  friends, 
or  on  indifferent  subjects  ;  but  minds  Avere  busy  Avith 
other  thoughts  ;  concern  Avas  to  be  read  on  every 
face  ;  men  involuntarily  looked  in  the  direction  of  the 
church  and  the  presbytery;  but,  as  often  happens  on 
such  sad  and  solemn  occasions,  it  Avas  the  object  of  the 
meeting  that  they  spoke  least  of.  People  leaned  for- 
Avard  to  liear  an  opinion  ;  there  Avas  a  questioning  look 
in  their  eyes ;  but  the  ordinary  advisers  Avere  prisoners 
at  Halifax ;  nobody  seemed  to  have  any  settled 
opinion. 


WINSLOW    HEADS    AXOTIl^:l^    I'ltOCLAMATlOX. 


'riit'io  was  a  ji^reat  mitlieiiii'';  at  J'eio  Laiidiv's  and  a 
still  greater  one  at  tlie  lujiise  of  tlie  old  notary  Keiie 
l.eManc.  Besides  his  twenty  cliildivn  and  his  many 
<,nandchildren,  there  were  a  hostol"  relatives  and  friends. 
He  liiniself,  ever  so  full  of  eonlidenee,  so  partial  lo  the 
(lovernnient,  and  so  /,t;alons  in  its  serviee,  seein(.'(l  that 
da}'  anxious  aiul  mournful ;  in  answer  to  questions  ho 
had  let  fall  some  words  of  encourafTcment,  hut  his 
eountenanee  hetiayed  his  trouhled  state  of  mind.* 

The  elock  was  on  the  stroke  of  three;  the  ofru/ers 
appeared  on  the  threshohl  of  the  priest's  hous(;:  the 
grou})s  had  hegun  to  move;  they  had  drawn  near  to  the 
church.     They  had  entered. 

Winslow  followed  closely  in  full  uniform,  surrounded 
hv  his  ol'lieers.  He  took  his  place  at  a  tahle  set  in  the 
middle  aisle  ;  liis  glance  rested  on  that  silent  crowd, 
kneeluig  hecause,  (lesjiite  the  pi'ofanation  of  their  tem- 
ple, it  was  still  the  hallowed  place,  the  house  c)f  j)rayer. 
They  had  knelt  partly  through  hal)it  jjcrhaps,  l)ut  also 
to  implore  God's  hel[)  in  their  hour  of  distress.  The 
church  was  full ;  there  were  present  four  hundred  and 
eighteen  men  and  lads  above  ten  years  of  age.  It  was 
a  com[)lete  success. 

It  were  idle  to  attemj)t  to  analyze  the  wild  war  of 
inward  emotion  i)roduced  in'  tlie  reading  of  this  eter- 
nally infamous  (hjcument.     Deep  grief  is  dumb. 

What  Winslow  read  was  as  follows  : 
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"  GENTLiotEN, — I  have  received  from  His  Excellency 
Governor"   Lawrence,    tlie  lunifn  insfrucf/'ioifi,   /rJu'r/i    I 

*Wheu  Grand  Pr6  was  invested  by  the  Indians  flvo  years  before,  tbo 
notary  Leblaue,  who  had  opposed  the  departure  r)f  the  iiihaliitunts,  \vu-! 
taken  prisoner  Ity  the  Indians.  Ho  had  been  restored  to  liln'rty  after  f(jur 
years  of  eaptivity. 
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have  III  1111/  Iitiiiil.  Jiy  his  orders  you  are  called  together 
to  liciii'  Jlin  Mitjfxtifx  Jhtdl  reHolnt'inn  eoncoiiiiiig  tlie 
French  iiiliiibitiints  of  this  Province  of  Nova  Scotia,  who 
for  mole  than  half  a  ceiitmy  have  had  more  indulgence 
granted  theni  tiian  any  of  his  subjects  in  an}'  i)art  of  his 
dominions.  What  use  you  have  made  of  it,  y(ni  your- 
selves hest  know. 

"■The  duty  I  am  now  upon,  though  necessary,  is  very 
disagreeable  to  my  natural  makt!  and  tijmper,  as  I  know 
it  must  be  grievous  to  you,  wlio  aie  of  the  same  si)ccies. 
liut  it  is  not  my  business  to  animadvert  on  the  orders 
I  liave  received,  Ijut  to  obey  them ;  and  therefore,  with- 
out hesitation,  I  shall  deliver  to  you  Hin  Majcxtifn  iti- 
structioHH  and  vomnmwh^  which  are,  that  your  lands 
and  tenements  and  cattle  and  live  stock  of  all  kinds  are 
forfeited  to  the  crown,  with  all  your  other  effects,  ex- 
cept money  and  household  goods,  and  that  3'ou  your- 
selves are  to  be  removed  from  this  his  Pi'ovince. 

'•  The  pereniptorif  orderx  of  l£l.s  Majeifty  are,  that  all 
the  French  inhabitants  of  these  Districts  be  removed, 
and,  throu<jh  His  Mnjestifs  //oodness,  I  am  directed  to 
allow  you  your  money  and  as  many  of  your  household 
goods  as  you  can  take  without  overloading  the  vessels 
you  go  in.  I  shall  do  everything  in  my  jiower  that  all 
these  goods  be  secured  to  you,  and  that  you  be  not 
molested  in  cai-rying  them  away,  and  also  that  Avhole 
families  shall  my  In  the  same  vessel;  so  that  this  re- 
moval,  which  I  am  sensible  must  give  you  a  great  deal 
of  trouble,  nia\'  be  made  as  easy  as  His  Majesty's  service 


will  admit ;  and  I  hope   that   in  whatever  part  of  the 
world  your  lot  may  fall,  you  may  be   faithful  subjects, 
and  a  peaceable  and  happi/  people. 
s     "I  must  also  inform  you,  that   it   is   JTiif   3IaJesti/^8 
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pJi'iiKiirr  that  yoii  i'c'ini\iii  in  security  luuler  tlie  inspec- 
tion iiiid  direction  of  the  lroo[)S  that  I  have  the  honor 
to  command." 

Tl  ley  Ave  re  i)risoners.  '^  They  Avere  ^'reatly  struck," 
savs  he,  '' though  I  believe  they  did  not  inuifjine  that 
they  were  actually  to  be  removed." 

The  church  served  as  a  prison  for  them,  and  their 
families  were  notilied  to  bring  them  food.  "  Thus," 
says  Winslow  in  his  Journal,  "  ended  the  menn)rable 
."jth  of  Septeml)er,  a  day  of  great  fatigue  and  trouble." 

Before  proceeding  further,  I  will  stop  to  consider  one 
of  the  important  assertions  of  tlie  Proclamation  and  of 
the  edict  of  expulsion.  Winslow  declares:  "I  have 
received"  ....  '••  the  Kin</'s  inst met io7is,  which  I /tare 
ill  mil  hamV  .  .  .  .  "  Hix  MajcHtifH  final  rcxolutiim'' 
.  .  .  '"  The  pcremptorif  orders  of  His  Majesty  arc '^  .  .  .  . 
Nothing  could  be  more  positive.  Winslow  held  in  his 
hand  the  instructions  of  His  Majesty.  And  yet  noth- 
ing could  l)e  more  false.  The  falsity  of  these  declara- 
tions is  proved,  beyond  the  slightest  doubt,  by  an  official 
document,  authentic  and  precise,  by  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  Sir  Thomas  Robinson,  to  Lawrence, 
which  is  in  the  volume  of  the  Archives. 

I  have  cited,  in  a  preceding  chapter,  the  despatch 
which  Lawrence  addressed  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  on 
June  28th,  shortly  after  the  capitulation  of  Beaus{ijour. 
Li  this  despatch  he  informed  them  that,  on  taking  the 
fort,  he  had  found  therein  loO  sAldiers  and  300  Acadians : 
"  The  deserted  Acadians,'^  he  said,  '*■  delivered  up  their 
arms ;  I  gave  orders  to  Colonel  Monckton  at  all  events 
to  expel  from  the  country  the  deserted  Acadians, 
although,  if  he  needed  their  services  to  put  the   troops 


±^ 


lf,^^ 


IMAGE  EVALUATION 
TEST  TARGET  (MT-3) 


A 


1.0 


I.I 


M 

1.8 


1.25      1.4 

1.6 

^ 

6"     — 

► 

Photographic 

Sciences 
Corporation 


4 


4^\ 


:\ 


\ 


^^ 


•n. 


^     #^ 


23  WEST  MAIN  STREET 

WEBSTER,  NY.  14580 

(716)  872-4503 


I 


V  . 


6^ 


m 


liEPLY   OF   THE   SECRETAllY   OF    STATE. 


fl- 


under  cover,  lie  might  fii-st  make  use  of  them  foi-  that 
purpose."' 

Lawrence  had  made  tlii.s  passage  j)urposel)-  ambig- 
uous. Did  he  mean  to  expel  all  the  Acadians  who 
dwelt  in  the  north  of  the  Peninsula,  or  the  Acadian  ref- 
ugees, or  merely  the  three  hundred  men  found  armed  at 
the  surrender  of  the  Fort?  The  most  obvious  inter- 
pretation seemed  to  be  that  he  meant  all  the  Acadian 
refugees,  who  were  in  consideral)le  numbers.  The  reply 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  shows  that  thcso  violent 
measures,  which  nothing  seemed  to  justify,  had  thrown 
himself  and  the  Lords  of  Trade  into  great  alarm.  This 
letter  is  dated  August  18th,  ;ibout  six  weeks  after 
Lawrence's  :  so  tluit  it  must  have  lieen  written  without 
any  delay.  And,  to  signify  the  importance  wliidi  the 
Lords  of  Trade  attached  to  it,  this  reply,  by  an  exceed- 
ingly rare  exception,  was  made  in  the  name  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  himself  ;  and,  to  emphasize  it  still 
more,  its  essential  passages  were  underlined. 

Here  are  its  essential  parts  : 

.  .  .  .  "  Whatever  construction  may  be  i)Ut  upon 
the  word  PanJonti^  in  the  fourth  article  of  the  ca})itu- 
lation  of  Beansdjour,  it  is  observed  by  your  letter  of 
the  i?**?^/*  of  J*//<t',  that  you  had  given  onlers  to  Colonel 
Monckton  to  drive  the  deserted  French  inhabitant.^  at  all 
events  out  of  the  conntri/.  It  does  not  clearly  appear 
whether  you  mean  to  drive  away  all  the  Acadians  of  the 
Peninsula,  which  amount  to  many  thousand,  or  such  of 
them,  as  you  say,  as  were  living  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Beaus<ijour,  or,  lastly,  whether  you  mean,  only  such  as 
were  found  at  Beaus^jour,  when  evacuated  by  the  gar- 
rison ;  the  latter  seems  rather  to  have  been  vour  in- 
tention,  as  you  add,  that  if  M.   Monekton  wants   the  as- 
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sistaurc  of  the  deHerted  Amdians,  in  puffin;/  fli>'  froopn 
under  cover,  he  )ni(/ht  jirnt  make  them  do  nil  fhe  service  in 
their  power.  Let  your  intention  luive  heen  what  it  will, 
it  is  not  doubted  but  that  you  hiive  considered  fhe 
pernieioHH  conseipieneeH  that  majf  arise  from  tin  nhtrm 
which  may  have  been  given  to  the  whole  l)ody  of  the 
French  Nenfnds  and  hoir  suddenlij  an  inxurrectltni  maif 
foUoir  from  despair,  or  what  an  aihlifinnal  numher  (f  use- 
fid  subjects  may  be  given  by  their  flight  to  the  French 
King.  It  cannot,  therefore,  he  too  much  recommended  to 
you,  to  use  the  t/reatest  caution  and  prudence  in  your  con- 
duct towards  these  ?^eutr(ds,iUid  to  assure  such  of  them, 
\  as  may  be  trusted,  speciall/f  upon  their  taking  the  oath, 
that  the//  mai/  remain  in  the  quiet  possession  if  their 
'  settlements  under  proper  regulations.  What  has  led  me 
to  a  more  particular  notice  of  this  part  of  your  letter, 
is  the  following  proposal,  that  was  made  no  longer  ago 
than  in  the  month  of  ->Iay  last  by  the  Frencli  ambas- 
sador, viz. :  That  all  the  French  inliabitants  of  the  Pen- 
insula, should  have  three  yeai-s  allowed  them  to  remove 
from  thence  with  their  effects,  and  should  be  favored 
with  all  mciins  of  facilitating  this  removal,  which  the 
English  would,  undoubtedly,  look  upou  as  very  advan- 
tageous to  themselves.  Whereupon,  His  IJritaiuiic 
Majesty  wiis  pleased  to  order  an  answer  to  be  given, 
which  I  now  send  you  for  your  particular  information 
in  the  following  words,  viz. :  In  regard  to  the  three  years 
transmigratiou  proposed  for  the  Acadian.:  of  the 
Peninsula,  it  would  he  de/irivint/  Great  Britain  of  a 
very  considerahle  nnmher  of  useful  suhjecfn,  if  such 
transmigration  should  extend  to  those  who  were  in- 
habitants there  at  tlio  time  of  the  treaty  and  to  their 
descendants.'' 
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One  f  uld  sfuieely  be  more  explicit.  This  n'\)\y  is  a 
loniial  eonileiiiiijition,  not  merely  ol"  any  sueh  hideous 
j)laii  as  I^awrenee's  deportation,  hut  even  ot"  eximlsion 
in  any  form,  not  merely  of  the  Peninsular  Aeadians, 
nor  of  those  who  dwelt  in  the  territory  lately'  occupied 
hy  the  Frencli,  but  even  of  those  who  were  found  armed 
in  the  Fort  at  tlie  eapitulation  of  I>eaus<jjour.  'I'he 
letter  also  condenms  Lawreni-e's  interpretation  of  tlie 
word  fxffifotiHi'  (  for<;iven)  with  res[)ect  to  this  last  class 
'of  Aeadians.  As  will  be  seen  further  on,  Lawrence 
pretended  that  the  word  par<hnnu'  sim[)ly  meant  that 
tliey  wouhl  not  be  put  to  <leath.  It  is  easy  to  see  that 
the  Secretary  of  State  did  not  understand  it  in  tliat 
way.  liy  obvious  implication,  what  he  says  amounts  to 
this:  I  do  not  admit  your  inter[»retation  of  the  word 
jMit'i/otnir  :  in  virtue  of  this  clause  of  the  cai)itulation 
they  I'ould  not  be  ex[)elled,  nor  punished,  nor  disturbed 
for  tiie  part  they  had  taken  in  the  sieije  of  lieausiijoiir ; 
but,  sup{)osing  that  your  interpretation  were  allowable, 
.the  consctjuences  of  an  expulsion  as  to  these  would  be 
too  pernicious  to  allow  it  to  be  carried  out. 

The  whole  question  of  the  views  and  responsibility 
•of  the  Home  (rovernment  us  to  the  de[)ortation  is 
siinnned  u[»  in  this  despatch  of  tlie  Sei'retary  of  State. 
It  formally  condemns  that  cruel  deed  :  for  it  condenms  a 
j)artial  expulsion  that  was  intinitely  less  cruel  and  un- 
just than  the  deportation.  And  this  opinion  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  had  formulated  after  the  receipt  of  Law- 
rence's letter  of  June  28th,  after  the  fall  of  Heausejour, 
in  spite  of  false  representations.  Nor  could  subsecpient 
•events  have  altered  his  opinion,  since,  as  we  have  seen, 
nothing  happened  after  this  date  that  could  modify 
such  a  carefully  formed  opinion ;  on  the  contrary,  the 
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Aciidiiui.s  sliowc'd  tlie  iiidst  uiiliinitc*!  sul)inissiv('iu'S!+- 
uiuler  intolenililo  inovocalioiis  and  perst'cutioii.  AiuU 
lis  if  the  ht'tltT  to  jU'ceiituate  the  views  of  tht;  IJiiti.sli 
Ciovernmi'iit,  w«!  rcatl,  in  this  hitter  of  the;  Seeretary  of 
State,  that  Ills  Majesty  had  just  refused  to  the  French 
Anihassa(h>r  a  permission  to  (h-jiart  which  the  Aeadians 
liad  soHeited,  heeause  '•  it  n'nuhl  h,>  ih-f>rin'n</  ii n'<it 
Britain  of  a  iwri/  I'oHxIilrrahJc  nmiilicr  af  vxifiil  xtitiji-rtH." 
JJy  the  way,  it  may  he  proper  to  remaik  that  this 
refusah  as  formuhited  in  the  ahr)ve  h'tter,  seems  to 
imply  leave  to  depart,  within  three  years  with  their 
movahh;  ell'eets.  to  all  th(»se  livint;  outside  the  l*enin- 
sula.  At  any  rate,  what  a  differenee  hetween  the  lan- 
gnaLfe  of  wise  and  enliiflitened  statesmen  and  that  of  a 
wretehed  upstait.  luifeelinj,'  and  heartless  like  J^aw- 
renee  I  And  how  hitter  must  liavt;  heen  his  opj)ression. 
when  it  drove  men  that  elunt,'  so  teiiaeiously  to  their 
countiy  and  property  to  implore  that  they  might  he 
allowed  to  leave  I  Is  this  the  beiiavior  of  i)eoi)le  prone 
to  I'esistanee  ? 

At  the  date  of  this  despateh  of  Sir  Thomas  liohinson's,. 
Monekton,  Ilandlield,  Murray,  and  Winslow  had al read}" 
been  ten  davs  in  possession  of  their  orders  for  the 
deportation,  and  Lawicnee  was  attendinj^  to  the  prej)- 
arations  therefor  with  feveiish  energy.  The  haste 
■with  whieh  he  worked  eau  searcely  he  explained  except 
by  his  fear  of  receiving  a  snub  that  would  put  au  end 
to  his  projects. 

All  the  contents  of  this  des[)atch  are  a  flat  contradic- 
tion of  Lawrence's  conduct  at  the  time.  While  the  one 
counselled  moderation  and  kindness,  the  other  was  doing 
his  best  ^o  drive  the  Aeadians  to  that  despair  against 
which  Sir  Thomas  Kobinsou  warned  him.     liut,  in  spite- 
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of  his  sci/.uru  of  arms,  of  bouts,  of  archives,  of  priests, 
and  ]n>  iiii|trisoiiing  one  hundred  and  fifteen  of  theinin- 
cipal  citizens,  he  was  at  liis  wits' end;  lie  couhl  not 
drive  thcin  to  dcsjjair.  lie  Iiad  gone  beyond  what  he 
thouglit  wouhl  justify  resistjince  unto  deatli,  and  he 
liad  not  even  provoked  the  slightest  disol)edience. 

'•  I  beg  leave  to  ask,"  says  C'asgrain,  who  hits  written 
an  eloijuent  comment  of  this  despatch  of  the  Knglish 
Secretary  of  State,  "  what  was  there  in  common  l)etween 
the  l)arbai'ous  behavior  of  Lawrence  and  the  instruc- 
tions, so  humane,  so  conciliatf)ry,  of  the  liritisli  Cabinet? 
Is  it  not  evident  that  Lawrence  most  firmly  resolved  to 
rid  himself  at  any  cost  of  the  Acadians,  thf  mnut  invet- 
erate encniii'H  to  our  rell(/ioii,  as  he  hy[)Ocritically  said  in 
the  despatch  wherein  he  afterwards  announced  the 
deportation  ?  What  wonder  if,  after  such  treatment, 
they  were  afraid  to  take  the  unqualilie<l  oath  he  recjuired 
of  them  with  the  severity  of  a  Roman  proconsul  ?  And, 
what  is  most  incredible  is  that,  after  all  this  intimida- 
tion, when  those  of  them  who  fmally  made  up  their 
minds  to  take  an  oath  so  formidable  in  their  eyes  pre- 
sented themselves  before  Lawroice,  instead  of  welcom- 
ing tiicjii  with  extreme  wariness  and  prudence  and  ensur- 
ing to  them  the  tranquil  possession  of  their  lands,  as  Sir 
Thomas  Iiobinson  enjoined  liim  to  do,  he  rejected 
their  offer  with  disdain,  and  told  them  '  that  it  trux  too 
late,  ami  thut  henceforth  then  uumUl  he  treated  ax  Popigh 
recu  Hants.'" 

Was  the  oath  mentioned  in  this  despatch  of  the  Secre- 
taiy  of  State  ?  Yes  ;  l)ut  not  in  a  way  to  oblige  Law- 
rence to  impose  it,  since,  after  the  other  recommenda- 
tions I  have  just  commented  on.  Sir  Thomas  adds: 
*'  and  to  assure  such  of  them  as  may  be  trusted,  spe- 
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ciallif  \\\M)n  llu'ir  taking  tlic*  oatli,  that  tlifv  may  icinaiii 
ill  tilt'  (|iiii't  jtossL'ssioii  of  ilicir  SL'ttli'iiKMits  iiiMJer  junjuT 
regulations."  Was  this  not  ('(Hiivalunt  to  saying: 
AIl(»w  those  who  will  consent  to  take  tin;  oath  the  <juiet 
possession  of  tlieir  settlements  :  and  do  not  mf»lest  those 
w  ho  should  refuse,  hut  avttid  any  impruthMiee  towards 
these  lattei',  so  as  to  iiidiu-e  tluMii  to  take  the  oath  of 
their  own  aeeord  ? 

'I'here  is  no  mistaking  the  (h-ift  of  tliis  despatch.  It 
hieaihes  the  same  spirit  as  all  ])revious  dispatches  from 
the  same  sounte.  Despite  the  misrepresentations  of 
Lawrence  and  of  some  of  his  predecessors,  tlie  Lords  of 
Trade  were  pretty  aeeurately  informed  of  tlie  situation  ; 
it  was  not  easy  to  deceive  them  out  and  out  :  hesides, 
they  naturally  inferred  tliat,  since  the  few  refugees 
who  took  lip  arms  did  so  only  under  threat  of  death, 
there  was  nothing  to  fear  from  those  who  remained 
quiet  on  their  laiuls.  That  sciu[)le  ahoiit  military  serv- 
ice on  the  part  of  men  who,  willingly  or  n(»t.  had 
cross**d  the  frontiei',  wlien  the  withdrawal  of  the  neutral 
status  they  had  hitherto  enjoyed  and  had  accepted  as  a 
condition  of  their  stay  in  the  country  gave  them  ch-arly 
the  right  to  tight  for  France,  was  a  signal  }»roof  of 
tiieir  sincerity  and  rectitude.  Such  facts  could  Ik) 
a[ipreeiated  hy  the  Lords  of  Trade  even  tlirough  the 
intentional  mist  of  otMcial  documents.  As  against 
these  men  exi)ulsiou  was  an  injustice,  as  against  the 
others  a  crime.  Hut  when,  in  lieu  of  exi)ulsion  }»ure 
and  simple,  it  becomes  a  deportation  into  foreign  colo- 
nies, depositing  them  here  and  there  in  places  far 
distant  from  each  other,  without  any  effoit  to  kee}) 
families  together,  the  act  takes  on  the  proportions  of 
an  indescribable  monstrositv. 
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"There  liavo  Iwcii  instam't's,  in  tlie  iiiiiials  of  tliu 
I)ast,"  siiys  I'liilip  II.  Smiili,  •*  in  wliidi  a  tuiindy  Inis 
ht'i'ii  (It'soliiti'd  ill  liiiK!  of  actual  war,  and  wlicif  tlio 
inliabilants  well)  found  in  anus:  hut  wi!  defy  idl  jtast 
history  to  produce  a  jiarallcl  i-asc,  in  which  an  iin- 
arnuMl  and  j>oai;t'al)h'  pcojih'  have  sulYered  to  such  an 
extent  as  <lid  the  French  Xinfni!n  of  Acatlia." 

Uaneroft,  tlie  eminent  historian  of  the  riiitcd  States, 
lias  thus  stij^nnati/.ed  the  (h'jiortation :  "  These  unfort- 
unate Aeadians  were  iJi'uilty  of  no  other  crime  tli.ui 
their  attachment  to  France.  I  know  n(»t  if  the  annals 
of  the  human  species  havi;  j»reserved  the  memoiy  of 
woes  inflicted  with  .so  mucii  i-omplaeuiiey,  eruelly  and 
persistence." 

John  ("lark  Kidpath,  another  well-known  American 
historian,  ii'fers  to  it  as  follows  :  '•  (Jovernor  Lawrence 
and  Admiral  Hoscawi'ii.  in  conference  with  the  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Province  (  Uelcher),  settled  upon  the 
atrocious  measure  of  drivinj^'  tiie  people  into  banish- 
ment. The  iirst  movement  was  to  demand  an  oath  of 
allegiance  which  was  so  framed  that  tliev  could  not  take 
it.  The  next  step  on  the  pail  of  the  ICnj'lish  was  to 
accuse  the  Aeadians  of  treason  and  to  demand  the  sur- 
render of  all  their  Hrearms  and  boats.  To  this  measure 
the  broken-hearte(l  people  also  submitted.  They  even 
offered  to  take  the  oath,  but  Lawrence  declared  that, 
having  once  refused,  they  must  now  take  the  conse- 
(piences.  The  history  of  civili/.ed  nations  furnishes  no 
jmrallcl  to  this  wanton  and  wicked  destruction  of  an 
inoffensive  colony." 

The  Kev.  Andrew  Krowii,  who  lived  at  Halifax 
shortly  after  the  deportation,  and  who  knew  better 
than  anv  one  else  the  extent  of  this  crime  and  the  cir- 
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cinnstanct's  tliat  accompiinitMl  it,  says  in  tho  MS. 
alicatly  (Hiolrd  :  "I  can  take  upon  \\n\ from  it  jtnln/itf 
t'xaniinatiun  ol"  tlu;  wlioli;  maltcr,  to  assiMt  that  Ixaynal 
nt'itluT  kni'W  nor  Knxfirrfnl  the  dnf/i  /xirt  of  tlu;  distress 
of  tlu!  Acadiaiis,  and  tliat,  oxecpting  the;  massacro  of  St. 
HaitlioloniL'W,  I  know  of  no  act  i-cinally  repruliensihlu 
as  the  Acadian  dcportatioji  tliat  can  be  laid  to  the 
ihar<,'e  of  tlu;  I'lenidi  nation.  In  their  colonies,  iiothinij 
was  ever  dc-ne  that  at  all  ajiproaches  to  it  in  cruelty 
and  atrociousness."' 

A  consideralile  number  of  writers  niitrht  be  (juoted 
who  have  all  eondeinnfjd  the  deportation  just  as  severely. 
Strictly  s[)eaking,  not  one  has  entii'ely  approved  it. 
lie  who  comes  nearest  to  an  approval  is  I'arkman. 
Some  seem  to  have  striven  earnestly  to  extenuate  the 
f^uilt  of  the  Provincial  (Joveriunent  and  to  throw  as 
much  blame  as  they  couhl  on  the  A(,'a(lians.  In  this 
there  is  nothin_<r  surprisinrf,  nothing'  that  would  call  for 
scathint^  icproof.  At  most  they  iuay  be  char^'ed  with 
thoughtlessness  or  want  of  pers})icac'ity.  l.^nlcss  one 
had  been  able  to  penetrate  the  interested  motives  of 
Lawrence  and  bis  councillors,  it  was  natural  to  suppose 
that  there  must  have  been  some  excuse,  and,  as  they 
did  not  ferret  out  the  true  motives,  tlieir  well-meant 
efforts  and  inferences  are  not  blameworthy.  Most  of 
those  who  have  related  these  events  are  Eni[,dish 
writers,  and  it  is  creditable  to  them  as  well  as  consoliiif,' 
for  all,  that  the  great  majority  of  them  have  had  the 
courage  and  the  candor  to  condenni  an  act  that  seri- 
ously affected  the  honor  of  their  nation.  It  is  a  con- 
solation for  me,  and  it  nnist  be  so  for  ever}'  born 
British  subject,  that  the  Home  (iovernment  had  nothing 
to  do  with  this  infamous  project.     The  despatch  of  the 
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Secrotiuy  of  State  estaljlislies  boyoml  a  doubt  tliat 
Lawieiifo  was  u.suri)iiig  ijowxth  that  he  neither  had  iioi- 
could  have  liad,  that  WiiijsloNV^  wiis  lying  when  he 
alhrnied  in  his  edict  of  expulsion  that  he  lield  in  his 
hand  His  Majesty's  instructions  ordering  tlie  depoita- 
tinii;  and  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  Aeadians,  up  to 
tli(!  last  luonient,  refused  to  believe  him,  as  Winslow 
hinisijlf  says. 

This  di'spatch  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated 
August  i:5th,  could,  inider  ordinary  circumstances, 
reach  Halifax  about  the  loth,  ov  the  20th  of  September, 
forty  (hiys  bcfon;  tlie  general  exodus  of  tlu;  Ai'adians  ; 
and  yet  liawreuce  did  not  rcjil}'  to  it  till  the  150th  of 
Novend)er,  three  months  and  a  half  after  its  date.  Are 
we  to  suppose  that  Lawrt-nce  icccivcd  it  within  the 
usual  time,  oi-  at  least  bcfortj  the  iMubarkation,  and  that 
he  purposely  refrained  from  answering  it  till  Novendu'r 
y(Uh,  with  a  view  to  esea[)e  the  imputation  of  disobedi- 
ence, or  that  the  letter  was  really  so  long  in  coming? 
J  lad  he  ii'ceived  it  when,  on  October  iHth,  he  wrote  to 
the  Lor<ls  of  Trade  announcing  that  the  dei)ortation 
was  partly  executed,  which,  by  the  way,  was  false?  I 
am  incliniid  to  thiidc  lie  had  :  for  even  at  that  date, 
two  luonths  and  live  days — much  more  than  the  average 
time  for  a  passage  from  London  to  Halifax — had 
elapsed.  Lawrence's  hist  letter  was  dated  July  18th; 
so  that  he  had  been  exactly  three  months  without  com- 
nuuucating  with  the  Lords  of  Trade.  As  at  such  an 
extraordinary  juncture  he  was  more  than  usually  bound 
to  keep  them  well  informed  of  everything  that  ha^)- 
pened,  we  cannot  help  concluding  that  this  long  silence 
was  intentional.  Doubtless,  in  the  case  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State's  despatch,  the  long  delay  may  be  attri- 
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Imted  to  tluf  uiicortiiiiitics  of  niivijriition  in  lliosc  days; 
l)Ul,  wlu'ii  \vt!  liiivi;  to  (li'iil  with  so  artful  a  dodi^n-r  as 
Lawit'iicL',  \vt;  arc  wanaiiti'd  in  closL'iy  scrutini/.iiii^  all 
his  ai^tioiis,  and,  in  sns[)t'otin^  him  wlu.'rt'vcr  his  in- 
tui't'st  may  jxivi;  rise  to  suspicion.  And  in  this  con- 
nection, it  will  lu'  advisahlo  to  antici]iiitc  a  little  and 
cxanunc  just  here  all  the  letters  cxchaiiLjcd  on  this 
suhject  l)(!twcen  Lawrence  and  tlu!  I^ords  of  'j'rade. 

In  his  lettei'of  Octohcr  iMth  Lawrence  ainiounccs  the 
<lei>ortation,  and  docs  it  with  the  same  artfulness  and 
the  same  want  of  feelinjj;'  that  mark  all  his  acts.  IL;  is 
laconic  as  to  tlat  details  «»f  the;  dci)ortati(Hi  ;  Ik;  speaks 
(t*"  it  like  a  merchant  wiitinLj  al)nul  a  cari^i*  of  merchan- 
disi",  f«»r  which  time  and  expense  arc;  the  only  really 
imi)ortant  considci-ations : 


re- 
;ri- 


".Siiicc  \u\liisl  of  the  isili  (if  .Inly,  lilt'  Ai'iiiliau  l^■llIlti('^  liavc  ap- 
peared lictore  llie  eolllicil  to  uive  I  lieir  filial  illiswei'  to  I  lie  jnopoHal 
aliout  llie  oatli  ;  (liey  liavc  persistently  n-fused,  am!  Ilioii;,'!!  every 
means  \v»mo  used  to  point  out  their  interest,  antl  suHicietit  time  j;iven 
to  consider,  iiolliiiii;  would  induee  tlieni  to  aeijuiesee  in  ;iny  ineusin-es 
coiinisti'iit  ii'llh  His  Mdjist If' X  lioiiiiitr  or  Iht'  sicnrilij  o(  tliis  i'rovinee. 
Upon  this  Ijehavioiu',  the  Council  ranio  to  a  resolution  toohlii^e  them 
to  <iiiit  the  colony,  and  immediately  took  into  consideration  what 
nnj^ht  t)e  the  siirciliist,  rlKdjn xl  ami  t'dsicsl  method  of  tjivinii  this 
resolution  its  intemled  effect.  We  easily  foresaw  that  drivini,'  them 
out  liyforff  to  Canada,  would  lie  attended  with  ditli<'ulty.  and  would 
have  reinforced  those  settlements  with  a  very  eonsiderahle  hody  of 
men  who  werti  ever  universally  the  most  inrclrrntf  em htiis  to  aitr 
fdiijiou. 

"  Tlie  only  means  of  preventing  their  retiu-n,  or  their  colleetini,' 
themselves  again  into  a  large  hody,  was  distrihiUing  them  along  the 
colonies  from  (Jeorgia  to  New  Kngland.  Accordingly,  the  vessels 
were  hired  cat  the  rlieaprst  rates  ;  the  emharkation  is  now  in  great 
forwardness,  and  I  am  in  hopes  that  there  will  not  he  out;  remaining 
by  tlio  end  of  next  month. 

"  I  liave  taken  all  the  care  in  my  power  ^^  Irsscn  the  expense  ;  the 
vessels  were  most  of  them  bound  to  tlie  places  where  the  Acatlians 


1<HI     TlIK   IiKPnUTATlON   A  SKCONOAItV  INCIDKNT. 

WtTf  "IcstiiM'il.  ami  liy  tliiit  int'niis  aii-  \\\\vt\  •ifiiithj  ilioiiii  >•.  Tln'V 
liitsf  liitliiTiii  lii'i-ii  \  ii'Miiilli'il  with  tiK'ir  out)  |ir<ivi<ti()ii->,  itiul  will  \h> 
Hii|)|)liri|  tor  Ihi'  |iji4sa^<-  Willi  tlioMf  taken  iit  lti>aiiN<-joiir  iih  far  as  tli«*y 
will  -<>. 

'•  III  (irdiT  to  Hiii-i  as  many  nf  tin-  A<'ailiaii  rattle  as  |i(issil)lc,  /  Imri' 
fl'ii'in  siiiiif  III'  fliiiii  iiiiiDii'j  siifli  III'  till'  KniiVmh  mllh  r.t  us  linn  tin 
tiivitiiM  iij'/i  rillii;!  III!  III." 

After  Miiyiiij,'  tliiit  one  <»f  tlii!  ^ood  icsiihs  of  this  exo- 
dus will  1)0  to  iiiYonl  exct'lk'iiL  liiiids  i-lmkIv  for  tilliigr,  he 
adds : 


"  As  tli<'  Freni'li  priests  Cliaiivieiilx,  Daiiiliii  ami  ].<•  Maire  cv  rr  ui' 

nil  fiiflln  r  iisi   III  tills  I'rovlin'e.  \'i Ailiniral  iJnseawfn  has  lieen  so 

^(kmI  as  to  taki;  theiii  on  hoard  his  lleei,  ami  is  to  iiive  them  a  |iassa;;(> 
lu  KiiL'laiiil." 


•All?--'-' 


\n 


'I'hc  rest  of  the  Icttcf.  whirli  is  ii  tolrvahly  h>ii<^  one. 
tfttits  of  the  fortilicalioiis  of  ilL'iUisc'joiif,  of  \\.\y  \'fiti'. 
of  Iho  Kivi'f  St.  .lohii,  clt'.,  just  as  if  tlu'su  matlcis  wcif 
the  main  ohji'ct  of  his  k'ltcf,  and  what  concciiifd  the 
(U'j)oitalion  were  nieicly  an  incidi-nt  of  secondai y  ini- 
lioftiuice  iinioiiLj  llu'  many  dt'tails  of  his  administiation. 
Tlu)  iiictiiro  would  have;  Lcen  incomplcto  had  not  Law- 
reiici!  (IoihumI  the  manlli;  of  religion  and  patriotism  with 
which  to  tdoak  his  crinif — criminals  on  ii  larufu  scale 
affect  this  method  of  self-defence — and  so  he  «leemed  it 
o'ood  policy  to  diib  the  Acadians  "*  tin'  iiumt  hin-fcrufi' 
I  iiniilcxto  our  twlii/lnn  "  and  to  reiiresent  them  as  refusing 
to  iic(iiiiesee  "  In  ani/  ineitaurcs  ivtmintent  with  Jlis  Mt(j- 

It  is  easy  to  imagine  the  worry  aiul  anxiety  Lawrence 
must  have  have  felt  at  being  obliged  to  inform  the  Lords 
of  Trade  of  so  portentous  an  event  as  the  de])ortatiou  of 
an  entire  people.  However,  it  had  to  be  done.  To 
make  this  ainuiuneement  before  the  embarkation,  while 
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arkiiii\vlr)lijin^  ri'cci|it  ol'  ilic  S«'cn'iiiiv"s  (li'spiiuli  weir 
inipussildL'  uiiU'ss  LawiTiict'  wric  picjuin'd  ti»  siis|K'n»l 
oiu'iatioiis.  '!'(»  i>it>i(>(.(l  with  tlu'  «K'|M>iliition  in  sjiite 
ot"  tlu!  StaTL'liuy's  known  rt'inonstnuicc  wcic  tn  condcnin 
liinisflf  iiiitl  t<»  closf  (.'vt-ry  liMi|ilinlr  dl'  cxcnse.  'I'd  make 
the  aiintiunccnu'rit, even  uftcr  tlic  cmhaikation,  l)nt  while 
acknou  h'tli-inLj  havin^f  iccimvimI  this  (h'spatch,  wt-rc 
hiLfhly  ini|i<»litif.  Tlic  sal'ci'  conrsi;  wouhl  he  lo  i^'iinit! 
the  (U'sjiatch.  lo  pri'lcnd  to  act  on  his  own  rcsponsihilit y 
as  if  ]\v  Iiad  not  yet  reuuivi'd  any  reply  IVoni  iCnj^land. 
Sucii  WCIC,  I  think,  the  niotivcN  that  dt'tennined  Kaw- 
renee  to  announce  the  deportation  on  ( Jetoher  iHth  with- 
ont  aeknowledifinLf  receipt  oi  ihe  despatch  of  Aui^usl 
1:5th.  IJeloi'e  replyintif  to  the  hittor  he  wanted  to  s^'ive 
hiniscir  time  to  prepai'  Im;  way.  I'osi-awen  had  lelt 
I  lalit'ax  towai'd  the  <  !  1  (»F  <  )ct(<'tei  to  return  to  l-jii^land. 
As  i.awiene  •  had  persna(h'il  ii.m  to  share  the  icsponsi- 
hility  of  his  own  acts,  he  liad  in  him  an  accom|>liee  highly 
ijiterosted  in  justifyin^Mhe  de)M.i  lation  :  l»ut  this  acconi- 
pliee  must  l)e  allowed  all  the  time  neede(l  lo  'Iin  timvent 
the  Lords  of  Track'.  'I'lius  it  \v;isnot  till  Novemher  :'><Mli 
that  J.awreiiee  linally  made  up  his  mind  t(»  answer  this 
awkward  des|»ateh. 

Tlu' ('omi»iler,  as  is  his  wont,  has  put  asterisks  in  lieu 
of  the  iirst  part  of  this  very  imi)ortant  letter.  I'rohahly, 
what  is  omitte(l  would  coniirm  my  view  ;  but  what  we 
have  is  eiiouinh.  We  are  now  suiVieientl}''  iiceustomed 
to  these  omissions  to  under.stand  their  hidden  meaninLT. 
In  this  letter  of  November  ^JOtli  Lawrence!  explains  ai 
considerable  h'nL,fth  what  lie  umlerstood  by  the  '•deserteil 
Acadians,*"  He  ap[)lies  the  term  to  those  who  had  '•"/- 
»/><^ov7// erossed  the  frontier;  it  was  these  lie  meant  in 
his  letter  of  June   2Sih.     Passing  on  t(j  that  article  of 
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the  Beaus(5jour  capitulation  wliicli  lei'erred  to  them,  to 
wit : 

"  Conccrninii  the  Acadinns/oinul  i)i  I  lie  Fitrf.aa  they  took  up  anus 
umlev  i>ain  of  ilr.nth^  they  are  iitirdoncd,''  he  thinks  tliat  the  word 
jiiinluiieil  merely  signified  that  lliey  would  not  bo  put  to  death. 

"  It  was  with  these  inhabitants  alone  that  Lieut. -Col.  Monektou 
had  anything  to  do,  for  we  could  not  easily  at  that  l'i\\u\l'oriii  tirry  con- 
jecture what  turn  the  hih(il)it<intK  of  the  l'<'iiiusul(i  would  t<ike  upon 
the  surrender  of  lienuKrjour,  when  it  was  thought  they  rould  enter- 
tain no  fiu'ther  hopes  of  assistance  from  tlie  French.  Hut  when  we 
foiuid  the  Acadians  who  had  not  deserted  their  lands,  entertained  the 
same  disloyal  sentiments  with  those  nho  had,  and  imsitively  rejected 
the  oath  of  allegiance,  we  thought  it  high  time  to  resolve,  as  well  for 
IIiH  3/r(/f'.s///'.s  honour  as  the  iiuiiirilltitc  jjreservation  of  the  prov- 
ince, that  the  whole  .\cadians,  as  well  those  who  had  not  deserted  as 
those  who  had,  should  be  emltarked  aboard  Tninsports  and  dispersed 
among  the  neighboining  colonies.  l>y  nuicli  the  greater  part  of  them 
are  sailed,  and  I  Jlullcr  nnjxclf  h\  \\\\s  lime  the  whole.  J  will  not 
tiouhle  i/ou  with  liny  further  ocrount  of  this  measure,  having  had 
already  the  honour  to  lay  it  fully  before  you  in  my  letter  of  the  18th 
of  October." 

Lot  us  note  some  of  the  false  statements  in  this 
lett(!r.  Lawrence's  interpretation  of  {\\ii\\ov([  i^ardoneil 
shows  tluit  lie  had  no  ies[)eet  for  solemn  eiijj^agements, 
because  that  inter[)retation  is  alto^'ether  inadmissible. 
When  lie  deelaies  that  llie  Aeadians  who  ero.ssed  tiie 
frontier  did  so  /eil/lii;////,  lie  knew  tliat  lie  was  lying,  for 
lie  was  awai'e  that  the  Indians  had  forced  them  to  do 
so  by  Imrnincf  their  houses,  and  (hat  they  had  applied 
for  leave  to  I'etnrn  to  their  lands,  though  their  situation 
on  the  other  side  of  the  frontier  was  perfectly  justifiable. 
His  boldest  piece  of  d(!ception,  however,  is  his  airirma- 
tion  that  ho  was  obliiLct'd  to  inchule  the  Peninsular 
Aeadians  in  liis  de[)ortatioii  scheme  because,  after  the 
taking  of  I>eausejonr,  the>'  entertained  the  same  dis- 
loyal sentiments.     Is'ow  I  have  proved  that,  even  w^liile 
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Beausejour  was  besieged,  Lawrence  seized  a  part  of 
tlieir  tire-arms  by  fraud,  that  they  delivered  up  the 
remainder  of  their  arms  together  with  their  boats  on  a 
mere  order,  that,  a  fortnight  later,  without  insubordina- 
tion on  their  part,  without  any  act  tliat  might  be  con- 
strued as  disloyal,  the  deportation  was  virtually  decided 
upon,  nay,  that  it  was  a  settled  i)Urj)ose  long  before  the 
fall  of  Beausejour  'I'rue,  thuir  loyalty,  under  his  gov- 
ernment, could  scarci'ly  I'cst  on  sentiment — man  not 
l)ein£r  made  to  love  chains  nor  those  wlio  rivet  them  on 
— but  it  rested  on  a  sense  of  duty  and  of  self-interest; 
which  was  quite  as  nnuih  as  could  be  recpiired,  and  far 
more  than  could  be  ex[)eeted  under  sudi  oj^pression. 

As  ma}'  be  seen,  the  details  in  this  letter,  as  well  as 
in  that  of  October  iJSth,  are  very  scanty.  Lawrence 
must,  indeed,  liave  been  loath  to  dwell  upon  the  facts, 
since  in  doing  so  he  would  have  bad  to  lay  bare  hate- 
ful proceedings  of  his  own  followed  by  a  submission  so 
complete  as  to  open  the  eyes  of  hissu[)eiiors  ;  he  ^^ould 
have  had  to  explain  that  tiie  Acadians  had  neitlierarms 
iHtr  boats,  and  therefore  were  incapable  of  dislui])ing  tlie 
})cace  of  the  country,  had  they  wished  to  give  troidue. 
But,  a  truce  to  comments:  tlie  reader  is  now  sufliciently 
enlightened  to  1)e  able  to  seize,  without  any  hel[)  from 
me,  all  the  craftiness  of  this  letter,  which,  viewed  in  all 
its  malignity,  contains  nothing  to  justify  the  de[)(>rta- 
tion  or,  for  that  matter,  any  other  measure  of  expulsion. 

The  following  letter  of  the  Loi'ds  of  Trade  to 
Lawrence,  dated  ALuch  "J.nh  of  the  following  year 
(175<V),  completes  the  correspondence  on  this  subje(;t, 
so  far  as  it  is  known  to  us  : 


m 


u. 


•x 


A\'c  look  ii|i(>ii  a  war  hctwccii  us  and  France  as  in('vital)lt'. 
We  liavc   laid    l!ial   jiart   ol  your   Icttfr   wliicli    I'clatcs  tn 


tlie 
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removal  of  th«'  Aradiaiis  and  tlie  steps  you  took  in  tlie  execution 
of  tliis  measure  before  His  Majesty's  Scvrctdri/  of  State  ;  and.  as 
you  represejit  it  to  have  been  iiKlisijeimuhli/  iievcssarif  for  tlie 
security  and  protection  of  the  Province  in  tlie  present  critical  sit- 
uation of  our  affairs,  we  tloubt  not  but  that  your  conduct  herein 
will  meet  with  His  Majesty's  approbation." 


M^ 


m^: 


Owing  to  tlie  inipoitivjice  of  tlie  matter,  it  had  been 
referred  to  the  Seeretary  of  State.  Under  these  eir- 
cumstance.s  it  wa.s  iittiiig'  that  the  Lords  of  Trade  should 
express  no  opinion,  and  their  reply  is  but  the  official 
intimation  that  the  question  had  l)een  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  a  higher  authority.  Lawrence  had  had 
time  to  use  the  influence  of  his  friends ;  the  war, 
already  existing  (h' facto  was  about  to  be  officiallj'  pro- 
claimed :  in  the  din  of  battle,  amid  the  anxieties  of  a 
long  and  desperate  war  this  matter  was  lost  sight  of, 
the  accomplished  fact  was  accepted  or  put  up  with  : 
Lawrence  was  or  seemed  to  be  safe.  lie  felt  he  had 
run  great  risks  :  but,  like  a  l)ol(l  and  lucky  gambler, 
he  had  won.  The  wolf  is  not  always  killed  for  eating 
the  lamb. 

Tliese  letters  save  the  lionorof  the  British  Government 
from  all  responsibility  ante  factum  in  this  crime.  They 
are  published  in  the  volume  of  the  Archives  ;  all  those 
who  have  written  on  this  subject  since  18G9  could 
consult  them.  How  comes  it,  then,  that  neither  Camp- 
bell, nor  Ilannay,  nor  Parkman mention  them?  Kameau, 
Casgrain  and  Brown  are  the  only  writers  who  refer  to 
them.  Ilaliburton  and  Murdoch  wrote  before  the  pul> 
lication  of  the  Archives,  at  a  time  when  many  official 
documents  and  certainly  Lawrence's  letters  in  the  years 
17 ')o  and  17.")<>  had  been  withdrawn.  The  Compiler 
succeeded  in  prf)curing  in  I^ondon  duplicates  of  the  let- 
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tevs  excluuiged  between  Halifax  and  tlie  Metropolis, 
among  which,  I  snppose,  are  those  I  have  reproduced. 
What,  then,  can  have  been  the  object  of  Parknian  and 
others  in  ignoring  so  coni})letely  letters  so  important? 
I  have  sought  for  some  answer  to  this  cpiestion,  and  I 
must  confess  that  no  solution  has  seemed  full}-  satisfac- 
tory in  the  case  of  some  writeivs  otherwise  worthy  of 
respect.  There  is  surely  no  great  dilliculty  in  making 
out  the  gist  of  these  letters  ;  tiieir  meaning  is  perfectly 
clear  and  calls  for  no  special  exercise  of  j)erspicacity. 
All  that  is  needed  is  a  little  patience  in  order  to  dis- 
entangle and  readjust  the  data  scattered  through  a 
maze  of  documents.  No  doubt  the  historians  of  this 
epoch,  as  a  general  rule,  have  not  given  themselves  tin; 
trouble  to  penetrate  the  true  inwardness  of  events;  l)ul 
this  rule  must  admit  of  some  exceptions.  There  is,  of 
course,  the  obvious  difficulty  that  the  declarations  of 
Lawrence  and  Winslow  to  the  Acadians  contradict  the 
official  documents  of  the  Home  Office;  ])ut  those  dec- 
larations are  >  lueless  if  not  based  on  these  official 
documents,  and  \orse  than  useless  if  they  contradict  the 
latter.  Did  the  historians  T  allude  to  fear  to  ruin  their 
theory  of  justification  Avhich  they  were  attempting  to 
j)alm  olf  oil  the  public?  Tlioy  would  be  sure  to  save 
England's  honor  by  relieving  the  British  Cabinet  of  all 
responsibility,  so  far  as  a  Government  can  l)e  acquitted 
of  ('om[)licity  with  its  officers  :  but,  then,  they  must  ex- 
pose to  view  the  plot  in  all  its  repulsive  crudeiiess.  they 
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give  up  trviiig  to  defend  them.  Thev  seem  to  !iave 
preferred  saviug  both  Lawrence  and  the  Home  Office  at 
the  risk  of  saving  neither — a  not  unprecedented  pio- 
ceeding.     However,  this  explanation  cannot  apply  to 
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Campbell,  who,  after  strenuously  striviii*,''  to  inaguify 
the  faults  of  the  Aeadiaus  and  niininiize  those  of  Law- 
rence and  his  aeeomplices,  probably  so  as  to  explain 
what  seemed  to  liim  unexplaina])le  otherwise,  ends  by 
condemning  the  deportation  in  the  following  terms  : 

"  The  transportation  of  the  Acadians  in  the  maimer 
executed  was  a  blunder,  and  it  is  far  more  maidy  to 
acknowledge  it  as  such  than  vainly  to  attempt  to 
})alliate  or  to  excuse  conduct  at  which,  when  coolly 
viewed  in  relation  to  its  consequences,  the  moral  in- 
stincts of  mankind  shudder." 

I  am  equally  reluctant  to  include  Hanna}^  among  the 
liistorians  who  defend  both  Lawience  and  the  Home 
OHice,  for,  in  spite  of  his  unjustiliable  inferences,  he 
seems  inq)artial  as  to  facts.  Parkman's  case  is  (juite 
(»ther. 

When  the  Hev.  Andrew  Brown  was  collecting,  at 
Halifax  in  1787,  documents  for  the  histor}'-  that  he  pur- 
posed publishing,  the  suppression  of  those  that  bore  on 
the  period  of  the  deportation  does  not  seem  to  have 
been  as  conq)lete  as  it  was  later  on.  He  who  had  had 
the  rare  advantage  of  conversing  with  the  authors  and 
witnesses  of  this  drama,  who  had  sounded  and,  so  to 
si)eak,  handled  the  gigantic  fraud  at  the  bottom  of  it 
all,  who  sought  nothing  but  the  truth  and  honest 
excuses  if  tliey  existed,  immediately  realized  the  im- 
mense inqiortance  of  the  despatch  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  (August  loth).  His  patriotism  had  received  a 
rude  shock  ;  his  heart,  one  feels,  had  bled  at  the  humili- 
ation inflicted  on  the  fair  fame  of  his  country  ;  his  brain 
was  in  a  Avhirl  at  the  recital  of  the  inconceivable  mis- 
fortunes heaped  upon  a  whole  people ;  and  now  it  is  a 
pleasure  to  see  with  what  intense    satisfaction  he   notes 
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tlie  discovery  of  this  precious  document.  He  appends 
to  it  this  short  eoinnient :  "  I'liin  impofttatt  I  .  .  . 
Government  at  leant  Innocent  I'"  It  wiis  no  mere  com- 
ment, but  rather  a  shout  of  joy  burstijig  from  his  breast ; 
his  soul  was  relieved  of  the  weight  that  was  crushing  it, 
the  lionor  of  his  country  was  saved  or  partly  saved. 
Tims  does  great  emotion  lind  vent.  'J'his  exclamation 
of  his  involuntarily  recalls  that  other  cry  of  Archimedes. 
Brown  too  had  Ins  eureka,  and  if  he  did  not  run  shout- 
ing through  the  streets  of  Halifax,  he  doubtless  gave 
full  i)lay,  in  the  secret  of  liis  sanctum,  to  his  transports 
of  delight.  Parkman  has  also  read  the  same  document ; 
but  the  aninuis  of  these  two  men  is  very  different ; 
Parkman  utters  no  cry  of  relief.  What  delighted  the 
one,  perhaps  aft'righted  the  other.  The  former  wished 
to  fasten  the  guilt  on  some  other  than  the  Government; 
the  latter  wanted,  it  seems,  to  whitewash  both.  While 
tlu;  one  purposetl  bringing  this  document  to  light  and 
giving  it  all  its  impoi-tance,  the  other  whispeied  to  him- 
SL'lf  :  I  nixst  si(j)i)re><s  it  ;  T  inu^it  put  this  li(/Jif  lUKfer  a 
hiishi'L  That  private  note  :  •'  Goreninienf  at  least  /«- 
)<'>(•(.'></,"  is  more  telling  in  praise  of  Prown's  moral 
i(u;titude  than  whole  volumes  of  polished  platitudes. 
Hitherto  1k' had  believed  that  the  Home  Oftiie  must 
have  ordered  the  deportation;  yet  his  conviction  that  it 
was  an  ini(piity  had  not  faltered :  but  now,  though 
others  of  his  race  were  guilty,  tliaidc  (iod  it  was  not  the 
(rovernment  in  London.  He  understood  that  if  the 
self-respecting  historian  can,  when  hard  pressed,  grant 
his  countiy  the  benetit  of  the  doubt,  he  is  in  duty 
strictlv  bound  to  state  facts  as  tiiev  are,  be  thev  ever  so 
distasteful. 

A  little  furthei'  on.  Brown  interjects  this  other  remark : 


108 


LK   (lUEHNES   TESTIMONY 


"  Tlie  Lords  of  Trade  cxtrt'inely  guarded  I "' — ••  Xo 
blame  imputable  to  tbeui  ou  tbe  subject." 

C()iisiderin<jftliat  Parkmau  found  Brown's  manuscript, 
from  bet^inning  to  end,  a  condenniation  of  all  tliat  be 
was  writing  on  tbe  deportation,  it  is  not  surprising  lliat 
lie  maintains  witb  regard  to  it  an  absolute  silence. 
Picbon  suited  liim  inlinitel}'  better.* 

Before  Brown  bad  remarked  tbe  usurpation  of  royal 
autbority,  Abb(';  Le  (fucrne  bad  done  so,  soon  after  tbe 
sbip[)iMg  of  tbe  Acadiaiis:  "Mr.  Lawrence."  be  says, 
'•  (n^vernor  of  ('liilK)Uctnu  (Halifax).  .  .  determined, 
tvit/i'jKt  rouHultiii;/  f/tr  ('oiirt  of  London,  to exi)atriate  tbe 
Acadians  and  dis[)erse  tbem  in  tbe  various  countries  of 
New  Lngland." 

*  \Vi>  kiiciw  timl  till-  (li'|iiirtiitiiiii  was  .•i''i'<pmi)lishi'(l  with  tli-'  a-isistaii< f 

tb'^  Ni'W  KiiKlaiiil  viiliiiitci'rs.  whn,  umiIit  Wiiisluw.  Iiail  ai-lii"V>M|  tlif 
tukiiiu  "f  I'oi't  l{i'aiis(''j(mi-.  Tin'  pait  tliry  liail  in  this  m..laiii-liMiy  affair 
wastiiatuf  swiiiicrs  dlii'viiij^  nnlcrs,  ami  tln'n'fon- no  liiaiiii-  .-an  attac-h 
to  thi'iii.  IFail  rai'kinan  any  anccsturs  aninn;;  thrni.  ami  i-hmM  hi-  |"'s. 
siMy  liavi'  lii'rn  intluiMH'i'il  by  that?  With  nin-t  |iiMi|p|c  mii-Ii  anintivt' 
coil  Id  not  1"'  even  ini'ntiiini'd  ;  with  I'arkiuuu  it  is|ieriiiissible  iu  the  ahsciico 
of  MthtT  known  iiKitives. 
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CHAPTER  XXXI. 


How  the  convocation  and  arn'st  of  tin*  Acadians  succeedoil  in 
other  places. — A  few  vessels  arrive  at  (rrand  Pre. — Winslow  de- 
cides to  put  all  yojiiij;  ini'n  on  hoard — Tliey  resist  hut  finally  obey. 
— Scenes  of  woe  and  distress — ( 'orrespondence  hetween  Murray. 
Winslow  and  Prehhle  showing  their  state  of  mind — Seven  more 
vessels  arrive  four  weeks  later — Dei)artureof  the  Heetou  tlieiJlst 
of  October — Other  incidents — Compulations  about  the  cattle  of 
the  Acadians. 
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I  NOW  ffo  l)iU'k  1(1  Grand  Pid  and  other  Acadian  set- 
llements  to  resnnie  my  narrative  in  connection  witli  the 
[)roceeding's  to  carry  out  the  de[)ortation.  Whether  it 
was  that  the  details  had  not  been  conceived  and  executed 
with  so  much  skill,  or  that  the  people  were  more  suspi- 
cious, the  sticcess  of  the  cons^jirac}-  in  the  other  places 
was  not  so  remarkable  as  at  Grand  Vr6.  Handheld  com- 
plained to  Winslow  that  several  families  had  taken  refuge 
in  the  woods  :  there  had  even  been  resistance  and  some 
men  had  been  killed. 

At  Beausejour,  where  Monckton  was  commandant,  the 
failure  was  more  striking.  The  proclamation  which 
convoked  all  the  inhabitants,  was  generally  disobeyed  ; 
and  ^lonckton  could  get  together  on  his  transports 
only  about  twelve  bundled  peisons.  This  was  about 
one  third  of  the  population.  Major  Frye,  Avhom  he 
had  sent  to  the  settlements  of  Chipody,  Peticodiac 
and  INlemrancook,  with  orders  to  burn  all  the  houses 
and  carry  off  with  him  the  women  and  children,  could 
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execiue  only  ilio  lirst  purl  of  his  instructions.  At  his 
approach,  tlio  entire  popuhilion,  h.ivinj^  learnt  tlie  fate 
of  those  who  had  obeyed  the  pioeUmiation,  had  fled  to 
tlie  woods.  After  l)uriiin<,'  120  houses  at  (^hipody,  the 
church  included,  he  entered  the  Peticodiac  liiver  and 
ascended  it  some  distance,  hurnint,'  uU  tlie  buildings  on 
both  sides  of  the  stream.  Kcachintf  the  piincipal  vil- 
lage, he  east  anchor  and  ordered  diptain  Adams,  with 
sixty  men,  to  join  the  detachnuuits  of  I^ieutenants  Kndi- 
cott  and  Billings,  which  were  marching  up  the  river 
along  its  banks.  "Two  hundred  and  lifty  houses,"  says 
lialiburton,  ''  wei'e  on  lire  at  one  time,  in  which  a  gi'eat 
quantity  of  Avheatand  ilax  were  consumed.  The  miser- 
able inhabitants  beheld,  from  the;  adjoining  woods,  the 
destruction  of  their  buildings  and  houscdiold  goods  with 
horror  and  dismay;  nor  did  they  venture  to  offer  any 
resistaiu'C,  until  the  wanton  at1emi)t  was  made  to  buin 
their  cha[)el.  This  they  considered  as  adding  insult  to 
injury,  and  rushing  upon  the  party,  who  were  too  intent 
on  the  execution  of  their  orders  to  observe  the  neces- 
sary precautions  to  prevent  a  surju-ise,  they  killed  and 
wounded  twenty-nine  raidc  and  lile,  and  then  retreated 
auain  to  the  cover  of  the  forest." 

Major  Fiye,  feeling  unable  to  do  anymore,  withdrew, 
carrying  ofT  with  him  twenty-live  intirm  or  invalid 
women   found  in  the  houses  that  were  burned. 

Abbo  Le  Guerne,  who  was  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Beausejour  before  and  after  the  deportation,  related  these 
events  in  detail  at  the  very  time  in  a  letter  to  the 
commandant  of  Louisbiu'g. 

"  After  the  taking  of  Beaus<jjour,"  says  he,  "  I  thought 
I  perceived  that  the  officers  of  the  Fort  were  liiding  sin- 
ister designs,  while  seeming  to  be  interested  in  improv- 
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iii^^  llio  settleiuont.s.  An  order  caino  that  all  should  ,<,'o 
to  tlio  Fort,  to  make  airanifemeiits,  it  was  said,  ahout 
the  lands.  I  felt  tein[)teil  lo  lulvise  disobedienee  to 
iliis  (tider  whieh,  to  my  mind,  boded  ill  ;  but,  apart 
from  the  fact  that  I  had  i)romised  the  authorities  not  to 
meddle  in  temporal  affairs,  I  feared  that  the  Aeadians 
would  not  listen  to  me.  For  th'U  refianhd  the  Un<fli.'<h 
lis  fhiir  jiKisfi'i's  ;  tJh'i/  fhniii/ht  thcmnrhu-n  securr  i(iiif>r 
thf  siili'mn  jih'iJijv  (if  t  III'  f(ii>ltiilaftnn  ;  fhi\i/  tlioui/hf  tlnin- 
s,  Iri's  Imund  to  (jhcilii'we.  For  these  reasons  1  could  not 
dissuade  them  therefrom  without  ruiniiufr  the  risk  of 
beariufj  the  responsibility  of  all  the  misfortunes  that 
have  befallen  them,  for  this  iUi<'>f>eiJu'nce  of  sonu-  innili] 
hiwr  hi'en  a  specious  and  HoUtary  pretext  f>r  sfverifi/ 
(Kjainst  (ill. 

'•  As  soon  as  those  that  went  to  the  Fort  were  made 
prisoners,  I  saw  clearly  that  concessions  became  useless. 
The  English  connnandant,  by  his  tempting  promises, 
by  iai)lious  offers,  and  even  by  presents,  thought  he 
had  won  me  over  to  his  interest.  Thinking  himself 
sure  of  me,  he  sent  me  word  that  he  wished  to  see  me. 
I  took  ijood  care  not  to  fall  into  the  snare  he  had  yfot 
leady  for  me  ;  I  replied  that  I  did  not  mistrust  him, 
but  that  lie  mifjht  receive  orders  against  the  mission- 
aries,  which  he  would  be  obliged  to  execute  against  me, 
and,  since  he  was  ordered  to  deport  the  Aeadians,  the 
only  course  left  for  me  to  adojjt  was  to  withdraw  ;  but 
that  I  should  gladly  remain  if  he  received  contrary 
orders.  To  a  letter  in  which  he  urged  me  again  to 
banish  all  distrust,  I  answered  that  Mr.  Maillard  had 
been  put  on  board  ship  in  spite  of  the  positive  assurance 
of  a  governor,  and  that  I  deemed  it  better  to  withdraw 
than  to  expose  myself  in  any  way." 
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Murniy,  at  I'ijLfi^'uit,  fuUillcd  liis  task  witli  a  success 
fairly  v{\\\a\  to  that  of  Wiuslow  at  (Jraiid  l*i<!.  The 
inhabitants  did  not  submit  to  tlic  piochiniation  with 
the  same  unanimity;  yet  they  all  linally  yielded  with- 
out niakin<(  any  lesistanee.  On  the  very  eveniny'  of 
the  convocation,  lie  thus  reported  his  success  to  Win- 
slow  : 

"  I  have  suoceoiltnl  finely,  and  havo  ^ot  fine  Imndrt'd  and  <'ij,'lity- 
tlin-t'  men  in  my  possession.  I  ht'licve  tln'ic  are  but  very  few  left, 
except  their  sieii.  1  iini  liopefnl  yon  iiave  had  ('(pially  as  ;,'o()il  Inek  ; 
slionld  be  ylad  yon  woidd  send  me  Transports  as  soon  as  j>ossil)le.  I 
slionld  also  esteem  it  a  favor,  if  yon  conld  also  send  nie  an  otiieer  and 
thirty  men  more,  as  I  shall  he  obliged  to  send  to  some  distant  rivers, 
where  they  are  not  all  come  yet." 

The  day  after  the  arrest,  the  j)risoneis  of  (Jrand  V\6 
besffjed  Winslow  to  allow  a  certain  nund)er  of  thcni  to 
visit  tlieir  families  in  order  to  aecjuaint  them  witli  what 
had  occurred  and  to  console  them.  After  consulting 
witli  his  olHceis,  Winslow  consented  to  let  twenty 
l)risoners,  of  whom  ten  were  from  liiviere  aux  Canards 
and  ten  from  Grand  Pre,  go  every  day,  by  turns,  to 
visit  their  families,  on  condition  that  the  otliers  be 
responsible  for  tlieir  return. 

Patrols  scoured  the  country  in  every  direction  to 
seize  on  such  as  bad  not  responded  to  the  call.  With 
the  exception  of  some  who  were  killed  wliile  trying  to 
run  away,  and  of  some  others  who  succeeded  in  escap- 
ing, all  those  who  had  held  back  gave  themselves  up  as 
prisoners.  In  a  few  days  the  number  of  prisoners  was 
over  live  hiuidred. 

Winslow's  Journal  contains  a  petition  that  was  ad- 
dressed to  him  by  the  captives  a  few  days  after  their 
arrest.     It  is  eloquent  in  its  simplicity,  touching  by  the 
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BiMitinu'iits  it  t'xpresst's.  Slroiij,'  as  was  their  attacli- 
nudit  to  tlit'ir  jiioiicily,  to  tlu-ii-  ciMiiiliy  ;  j^roiit  as  wvm 
tlu'ir  W(M's  ami  t,''ii<'t's,  what  they  wciii  most  anxious 
al)out  was  tlicir  sitiiitiial  wcHaiv.  In  this  oveiwhcliii- 
in^'  (lisast-(ir,  when  it  woiihl  seem  that  naturo  stifles 
uvory  feeling'  i'X(t'|it  thi^  sense  of  pifsent  evil,  the  last 
and  only  favor  they  Iten^ed  of  their  t(»riiientois,  who 
ivl'usud  it,  lelcrred  to  their  religious  interests. 

"  At  the  sijflit,"  Miotn  tlicy,  '•  nf  i lie  evils  that  sccin  Id  tlin'iiti'ii  uh 
oil  every  siilo,  we  iire  oliljired  to  iiii|tl<>re  your  iirolection  ami  to  l>et;  of 
you  to  iulercede  witli  His  Majesty,  iliat  lie  may  iiave  a  <are  for  lliuse 
ninoii;!st  IIS  wild  liave  iiiviolal)ly  kept  llie  fidelity  and  siiliiiiissioii 
jtromised  to  His  .Majesty  ;  and,  as  you  liave  ;;iven  iis  to  tiiiderslaiid 
tlial  tlie  Kiii^  lias  ordered  us  to  lie  Iraiisjiorteil  out  of  this  i'rovinee, 
we  hi'fi  of  you  that,  if  wc  must  forsake  our  laiuls,  we  may  at  least  lie 
allowed  to  i;o  to  places  where  we  shall  tiiid  fellow-eouutrynieii,  all 
expenses  heiiij;  defrayed  liy  ourselves  ;  and  that  we  may  he  ;,'raiited  a 
siiitahle  length  of  tinu!  thorefor  ;  and  all  the  more  lieeaiise,  hy  this 
means,  we  shall  ht*  ahle  to  jirescTveoiir  reiij^ion,  which  wo  have  deeply 
ai  heart,  and  for  which  we  are  content  to  sacrifice  our  property."" 

Did  Winslow  understand  the  sti])liinity  of  tiie  senti- 
iiKMits expressed  in  this  petition  ?  His  Journal  does  not 
tell  us.  lie  moves  oil  without  a  word  of  comment. 
Jle  was  eni^aoed  upon  a  job  that  allowed  liini  neither 
to  turn  baek  nor  to  open  his  heart  to  pity.  lie  had 
orders  to  arrest  the  men  juid  lads  above  ten  years,  to 
])ut  them  on  board  the  ships  and  to  send  them  away. 
He  had  successfully  performed  the  fust  i)art  of  his  task  : 
there  now  remained  the  embarkation,  which  was  to  be 
the  greatest  ■wrench  of  all.  Lawrence's  pitiless  edict 
willed  it  so  ;  everything  nnist  be  sacrificed  to  ensure 
the  safe  accomplishment  of  his  plan. 

As    indignation  was  openly  expressed  at  his  hard- 

heartedness,  he  took  advantage  of  the  arrival  of  five 
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vi'ssols  to  piOL't't'd  i!uiiu'(liiitfly  with  tlu;  emlKiikiUion. 
In  tlie  fDienooii  «>f  Si'|)ieinl)i;r  lOtli,  liu  st!Ut  word  to  tlio 
[)iisoiit'rs  l)y  I'oro  liUiidiv,  who  actt'd  us  iiitei'ineter,  that 
two  hundred  and  lil'ty  of  tlicin,  ht'giiiiiiM<(  \t\  tht;  young 
men,  wouhl  he  put  on  board  shii*  directly  :  that  llu'y 
had  hut  one  liour  to  ^'et  leady,  seeing'  that  tin;  tide  was 
on  the  point  of  ehhing.  "  i^auihy  was  extremely  sur- 
j)rised,"  says  Winsh)w,  "hut  I  t(thl  liim  tliat  the  thing 
nmst  be  done,  and  that  I  was  poinir  to  give  my  orders." 
As  I  have  not  aeeess  to  \Vinsh)w's  tlournal,  I  will  let 
Casgrain  relate  the  ei)isode  of  this  embarkation.* 

"The  [)risoners  were  Inought  before  tluf  garrison  and 
drawn  up  in  eolumn,  six  abreast.  Then  the  ollieers 
ordered  all  the  unmarried  men,  to  the  ninnber  of  a  hun- 
dred and  lifty-one,  to  step  out  of  the  ranks  ;  and,  after 
having  put  these  latter  in  order  of  mareh,  they  flanked 
them  on  all  sides  with  eighty  soldiers  of  the  gariison 
under  command  of  ('a[)tain  Adams. 

"  Up  to  this  moment  all  these  unfortunate  men  liad 
submitted  without  resistance  ;  but,  when  they  were  told 
to  mareh  towards  the  shore  and  be  there  put  on  board 
sliip,  they  protested  and  refused  to  obey.  It  was  no  use 
commanding  and  threatening  tliem  ;  all  were  obstinate 
in  their  revolt,  with  cries  and  extreme  excitement,  say- 
ing truly  that,  by  this  barbarous  measure,  sons  were 
separated  from  their  fathers,  brothers  from  their  brothers. 
Tliis  was  the  beginning  of  that  inexcusable  dismend)er- 
ment  of  families  which  has  stained  with  an  indelible 
blot  the  name  of  its  authors. 

"  When  one  knows  that  some  of  these  young  people 
were  mere  lads  from  ten  to  twelve  yeai-s  old,  and  there- 
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fore  niiicli  less  to  lio  fi'iucd  tliiiii  iniiiricMl  mcii  in  tho 
vi_i,'<)r  of  niaiiliood,  who  liiul  ^MViiter  inti'iv-sts  to  protc^et, 
it  is  iiii[)()ssil)lt!  to  uiult'istiiii«l  this  ruliiiL'im'nt  of 
fiiii'lty." 

Let  Wiiislow  liiinsclf  rehit'!  this  purl  ol'  the  iiici(h'nt: 


#:- 
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'*  I  onlt'ivil  ye  prisoners  to  niiircli.  Tiny  iill  aiiNWt'rcil  they  woiilii 
lint  KD  witlioiit  tlicir  fiktlxTH.  I  told  llu'iii  tliiil  Mas  a  word  I  iliil  not, 
uiKlcrstiUiil,  tor  thiit  t)ic  Kind's  coiniMiUul  was  to  iiii>  alisoliiti'  ami 
.slioiilil  I)*'  altsoliitt'ly  olx'yni  and  tliat  I  did  not  iovc  liarsli  nn-ans,  Inn 
tlial  tlic  time  did  not  admit  of  parlies  or  delays,  and  thrn  ordered  tlie 
wlioii'  trooi)s  to  lix  tiieir  bayonets  and  advance  towards  the  Aeailians, 
and  ))id  tlie  4  ri<;lit  hand  tiles  of  the  prisoners,  consist iim  of  'Jt  men, 
wliich  I  told  otT  mysidf  to  divi(l<>  from  the  rcHt,  one  of  whom  I  took 
hold  of  who  opjiosed  the  marehiiiK,  and  hid  march  ;  he  <<|ieyed  and 
the  rest  f(dlowed,  thonnh  slowly,  and  went  otf  |  ;  iviin,',  sinyin!;,  and 
cryins:,  hcint,'  met  by  the  women  and  children  all  the  way  (which  is  U 
mile)  with  great  lamentations  upon  their  knees,  prayint;,  etc.,  etc." 

•'Another  sqiiiid,"  ("iis<;i'tun  t'oiitimics,  '•composed 
of  a  hundred  married  men,  Wiis  emhuiked  directly  aftcn- 
the  lirst  anud  simihir  scenes.  Futheis  in(|iiircd  of  their 
■wives  on  the  sliore  where  their  sons  were,  l)rothcrs 
asked  about  their  brothers,  wlio  hud  just  been  Ictl  into 
the  ships  ;  and  they  beq;<re(l  the  oilicers  to  [)ut  them 
together,  liy  way  of  answer  the  sohliers  tiirust  their 
bayonets  forward  and  pushed  the  captives  into  the 
boats."' 

Two  days  before  this  lirst  embarkation  Murray  wrote 
to  Winslow: 
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"I  received  your  favor,  and  am  extremely  pleased  thai  things  are 
so  clever  at  Granil  Pre,  and  that  the  poor  d<n  ils  are  so  resigned  ;  here 
they  are  more  patient  than  I  could  have  exjiected  for  persons  so  cir- 
cimistaneed,  and,  what  still  surprises  tne,  (piite  uneoneerned.  When 
I  think  of  those  at  Annapolis,  I  A\t\w,\r  over  thoughtful  of  siunmon- 
ing  them  in  ;  I  am  afraid  there  will  be  some  diflieulty  in  getting  tliera 
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j'\^  togt'thor  ;  you  know  our  soldiers  hate  them,  and  if  they  can  but  flni\ 
a  pretext  to  kill  them  they  will.  I  am  really  glad  to  think  your  camp 
is  so  well  secured — as  the  French  said,  at  least  a  good  prison  for  in- 
liabitants.  I  long  much  to  see  the  poor  wretches  embarked,  and  our 
affairs  a  little  settled,  and  then  I  will  do  myself  the  plccisure  of  meet- 
ing yon  (uul  ilriiilcinu  their  youd  voyaijr.'" 


''■as '"*'■*' 


The  vessels  that  were  to  bring  provisions  and  trans- 
port tlie  captives  M^ere  very  kite  in  arriving.  Mui-ray 
and  Winslow  were  getting  impatient:  the  pressing 
letters  written  by  the  latter  to  the  Coniniissary,  Saul, 
nanained  unanswered.  After  a  long  delay  a  .ship  laden 
with  piovisions  ap[)eared  before  (Jrand  Pr(i  ;  but  the 
lransi)orts  for  the  Acadians  and  the  ships  that  were  to 
convoy  them  did  not  come  till  nuich  later.  Winslow, 
writing  to  a  friend  at  Halifax,  thus  describes  hi.s  im[)res- 
sions  :  "  I  know  the}'  deserve  all  and  more  than  they 
feel ;  yet,  it  htirts  me  to  hear  their  weepings  iuid  wail- 
ings  and  gnashing  of  teeth.  I  am  in  hopes  our  affairs 
will  soon  ptit  on  another  face,  and  we  get  transports, 
and  I  rid  of  the  worst  piece  of  service  that  ever  I  was 
in." 

At  last,  after  four  interminable  weeks,  seven  ves.sels 
hove  in  sight,  three  of  v.  Inch  were  sent  to  jNIurray,  who 
could  not  contain  his  joy  :  "  Thank  (iod  I "  says  he, 
"  the  transports  are  come  at  last.  So  soon  as  I  liave 
shipped  off  my  rascals,  I  will  come  down  and  settle 
matters  with  you,  and  enjoij  ourselves  a  little.^' 

In  fairness  to  Win.slow  I  choose  in  preference  those 
parts  of  his  Jotirnal  which  exhibit  him  in  the  most  favor- 
able light.  Where  facts  that  are  positively  horrible 
till  so  large  a  space,  one  eagerly  greets  a  semblance  of 
humane  feelings.  These  are  so  rare  that  one  need  not 
be  squeamish.     Such  as  they  are,  however,  they  refresh 
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the  .soul  juul  cheer  the  siglit  like  a  green  oasis  after  the 
burning  sands  of  the  desert.  One  longs  for  them  as 
the  diver  rising  to  the  ^•■arfac•e  longs  for  a  breath  of  air. 
Nevertheless  it  is  expedient  to  show  what  a  vile  fellow 
was  that  Murray  who,  for  many  years  past,  had  been  in 
charge  of  this  district,  the  most  populous  in  Acadia. 
His  letters  invariably  end  with  a  fervent  wish  to  drink 
and  make  merry.  Probl)le,  at  least,  though  he  never  for- 
gets the  enjoyment  he  hopes  to  secure,  "•the  good  things 
of  this  world,"  does  not  forget  s[)iritual  things  cither, 
albeit  lie  makes  ihcm  a  text  for  mockery  of  the  Acadians' 
belief.  Murray's  mind  grovels  in  gi-oss  pleasures  ulone. 
He  is  alwa^'s  thirsty  ;  he  is  always  ready  to  start  the 
nunc  est  biOenilmn,  and  this  thought  liaunts  him  ever. 
Such  is  the  man  after  his  own  heart  whom  Lawrence 
chose  to  rule  and  exasperate  this  peo[)le,  to  prepare  and 
execute  the  dark  designs  he  had  long  been  meditating. 
Thiidc  how  the  op[)ression  of  sn(,'h  a  sensualist  must 
have  weighed  on  the  Acadians,  and  then  wonder  at  their 
unvaryingly  })eaccful  submission  to  the  caj)rices  of  this 
despot. 

Winslow  prepared  everything  for  the  emljarkation  and 
gave  notice  to  the  prisoners  to  be  ready  for  October  8th: 
"  Even  after  this  warning,'"  says  he,  '*  I  could  not  per- 
suade them  r  was  in  earnest." 

I  cannot  attempt  to  d_sciibe  the  scenes  that  marked 
the  embarking  of  the  rest  of  the  })eople.  Winslow  thus 
reports  them  in  his  Journal  :  '•  IJegan  to  embark  th( 
inliabitauts,  who  went  off  very  solentarily  (.s/c)  and  un- 
willingly ;  the  women  in  great  distress,  carrying  off 
their  children  in  their  arms ;  others  carrying  their  de- 
crepit parents  in  their  carts  with  all  their  goods,  moving 
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ill  great  confusion,  and  appeared  a  scene  of  woe  and 
distress." 

The  four  vessels  with  their  human  cargo  lingered  in 
the  roadstead  until  the  29th  of  the  same  month  (Octo- 
ber). Meanwhile  there  remained  yet  upon  the  shore 
more  than  half  the  population  who  had  not  been  able  to 
liiid  place  on  board. 

Some  were  still  hiding  in  the  woods.  In  order  to 
force  them  to  surrender,  Winslow  issued  the  following 

order,  Avhich  needs  no  comment :  "  If  within days 

the  absent  ones  were  not  delivered  u]),  military  execU' 
tion    would   be   immediately  visited    upon   the    next  of 
kinr 

''  In  short,"  says  Haliburton,  "  so  operative  were  the 
terrors  that  surrounded  them,  tliat,  of  twenty-four  young 
men  who  deserted  from  a  'I'ransport,  twenty-two  were 
glad  to  return  of  themselves,  the  others  being  shot  by 
sentinels  ;  and  one  of  their  friends,  Francois  Hubert, 
believed  to  have  been  an  accessor}^  to  their  escape,  was 
carried  on  shore  to  behold  the  destruction  of  liis  house 
and  effects,  which  Avere  burned  in  his  presence,  as  a 
punishment  for  his  temerity  and  liis  periidious  aid  to 
his  comrades."' 

We  have  no  written  proof  that  acts  of  cruelty  other 
than  those  necessitated  by  the  very  natui'c  of  the  enter- 
prise were  committed  by  the  soldiei's  ;  but,  when  we 
take  into  account  Lawrence's  instructions  "•  to  distress 
them  as  much  as  possible,''  and  the  hatred  entertained 
against  everything  French  and  Catholic,  when  the  sol- 
diers had  about  full  scope  to  act  as  thoy  pleased,  the 
experience  of  history  is  there  to  prove  that  there  must 
have  occurred  scenes  of  crueltv  more  revoltincf  than 
those  which  have  been  chronicled  in  Winslow's  Journal. 
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It  must  have  been  to  put  an  end  to  abuses  of  this  sort 
that  he  ordered  the  sokliers  and  sailors,  under  pain  of 
severe  chastisements,  not  to  absent  tliemselves  any  more 
without  leave  from  their  quarters,  "that  an  end  may  be 
put  to  distressing-  this  distressed  people." 

Halil)urton  has  supposed  that  the  first  vessels  which 
received  on  October  10th  their  shipment  of  young  and 
married  men,  were  sent  off  directly.  This  was,  indeed 
according  to  Lawrence's  orders  ;  l)ut,  for  want  of  provi- 
sions, and  perhaps  also  because  it  was  thought  more  pru- 
dent to  have  the  vessels  accompanied  by  convoys,  tliey 
did  not  set  sail  till  the  bulk  of  the  Heet  did,  at  the  end 
oi'  October.  Parkman  has  rightly  pointed  out  this  mis- 
take, which  tended  to  demonstrate  that  the  sei)aration 
of  families  was  general  and  intentional.  True,  tiiis  evil 
intention  can  be  demonstrated,  whatever  may  be  the 
time  at  which  the  ships  set  sail :  for  I  have  reason 
to  believe  that  tlie  prisoners  remained  exactly  as  they 
were  distributed  on  board  the  ships  on  the  10th  of 
October  and  that  no  change  was  made  between  that 
date  and  tlie  departure.  I  will  give,  further  on.  some 
instances  referring  to  members  of  my  own  family, 
which  seem  to  settle  the  question.  However.  I 
wish  to  correct  Haliburton's  mistake  and  to  give  the 
reader  an  opportunity  of  doubting,  if  he  thinks  he 
honestly  can,  the  correctness  of  my  opinion.  There  are 
enough  horrors  in  this  story  without  exaggerating  the 
reality. 

In  Winslow's  instructions  as  to  the  destination  of  the 
Acadians  of  the  Mines  District,  we  read: 

To  Nortli  Carolina.  so  many. 

To  Virf;iiiia  id. 

To  Maryland  ^^uch  a  lunnbcr  of  vessels  as  will  transport  500  per- 
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sons,  or  in  proportion,  if  the  niunber  to  be  sliiijpcil  o(T  should  cx- 
cetHl  2,000. 

Now,  the  total  mimbor,  from  Pigignit  iiiuirTniiid  I'ld, 
exceeded  Ji,00O,  and  perhaps  3,()00.  Other  vessels  lol- 
h)\ved  the  ihst,  and  tlie  enibarkation  took  place  as  they 
arrived,  amid  the  same  scenes  of  desolation  and  despair. 
Then,  on  October  2!Hh,  the  fl(!et  set  sail. 

All  that  vast  bay,  around  which  but  lately  an  in- 
dustrious people  worked  like  a  swarm  of  bees,  was 
now  deserted.  In  the  silent  villages,  where  the 
doors  swung  idly  in  the  Avind,  nothing  -was  heard  but 
the  tramp  of  soldiery  and  the  lowing  of  cattle  wan- 
dering anxiously  around  the  stables  as  if  looking  for 
their  masters. 

Lawrence's  orders  were  that  all  buildings  be  de- 
stroyed. The  last  ships  that  carried  off  the  exiles  had 
not  yet  passed  the  entrance  to  the  Alines  Basin,  when 
these  poor  people,  casting  a  farewell  glance  on  their 
dear  native  land,  perceived  clouds  of  smoke  rising  from 
their  own  roofs.  In  a  few  moments  all  the  shore,  from 
Cape  Jilomedou  to  Gaspereau  Avas  in  flames.  This 
was  truly  an  eternal  farewell,  the  utter  annihilation 
of  whatever  illusions  might  still  have  haunted  their 
miiuls.* 

The  convoys  of  the  fleet  were :  the  Ni</hfin(/a/i\  Caj)- 
tain  Diggs;  the  Snotr  ( ILiI If <t.v),  Cii\)ti\in  Taggert;  the 
armed  schoonei',  W((rron,  Captain  Adams,  with  the  fol- 
lowing transports: — 


*  Knsiilii!  ]!iiiii'i'  (licmi'i^i.  my  ijri'at-trriimhuoUuM',  wife  of  Joaii  Lu  Princo 
iiml  niDtliiT  of  Jean  Cliiirlrs  Priiici",  hisliop  of  St.  Hyacinthc,  P.  (.).,  was  t  ln'ii 
llvo  years  old.  Tlic  im|ii'i'ssioii  caiisrd  by  tlic  liui'iiiiiKof  tluMr  lialiitations, 
wht'ii  till- (li'ft  was  y;oin)^  out  of  tlii>  liasiii  rcinaiiioil  always  vivid  in  licr 
mind.  Sill' died  in  184(1  at  the  a«o  of  niuctj^-six.  Au  oil  portrait  of  hor  is 
iu  luy  pussessioii. 
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This  report,  as  well  as  those  of  dtiuu'  })laees.  had  dis- 
appeared from  the  Areliives  at  the  liineAvheii  Dr.  Urowii 
was  writing';  this  one  was  given  him  hy  the  Secretary  of 
the  C'onneilnnder  Lawrence.  Richard  IJulkeley,  who  was 
still  living  in  17!'0.  At  the  hottom  of  his  re})ort  he 
atkls  : 
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"  V.  I'>.  I  have  made  snni(>  hlundcM-  by  the  loss  of  llic  itrincipal  list 
of  those  who  embarked,  l)ut  the  nmnber  of  souls  that  end)arked  on 
board  Ihe  Transporls  were  2.021.  Mow  many  einl)arked  tiftnur-n-.U 
I  know  not.  The  remainder  of  the  ycntntls  icmained  initil  niortr 
Transports  arrived." 

liy  som(3  researches  \  have  sncceeded  in  recitifying' 
the  list  furnished  hy  I>ulkeley,  with  regard  ti»  the  ves- 
sels that  sailed  fi'om  Pigiguit.  I  have  added  ^S^2  Un- 
this  place;  my  additions  are  to  1)0  found  in  the  extren-t; 
right  hand  cohimn  of  the  list.  To  e(pial  lUilkelev's  to- 
tal. 41(>  would  have  also  to  he  added  for  Grand  Pre.  Ht;l, 
as,  oil  the  (3ther  hand,  wi;  know  from  Winslow's  Journal, 
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tliiit  the  total  number  deported  t'loni  Pigiguit  was  1.100, 
and  that,  alter  tliis  first  departure,  theiu  still  remained 
more  than  (500  at  Grand  Pr(j,  we  should  have  to  admit 
that  the  total  number  deported  from  the  Mines  District 
would  be  nearer  4,000  than  2,021,  wliieh  is,  with  a 
variation  of  units  only,  the  figure  invariably  given  by 
historians. 

Furthermore,  Winslow's  Journal,  under  date  of  No- 
Vfcnd)er  3i'd,  four  days  after  the  sailing  of  tlie  fleet,  gives 
the  luimber  deported  from  Grand  I*  16  as  1,510  in  9  ves- 
sels ;  wliereas  the  list  i)rodueed  above  shows  10  vessels 
instead  of  U.  Besides,  Winslow  adds :  ''  I  put  7uore 
than  two  to  a  ton,  and  the  people  greatly  crowded; 
there  is  more  than  GOO  remaining  in  my  District." 

If  this  figure,  1,010,  is  correct,  then  there  would  not 
be  quite  two  persons  to  a  ton. 

It  is  not  easy  to  account  for  these  discrepancies; 
still,  as  we  know,  from  a  memorial  of  Abl)e  de  I'lsle-Dieu, 
that  the  population  of  Mines  Basin  was,  two  yeai-s  be- 
fore, about  4,000,  Ave  may,  with  more  likt4ihood,  I  think, 
estimate  the  total  number  deported  from  this  district  as 
between  3,600,  and  4.000,  and  very  likely  nearer  the 
former  than  the  latter  figure.  The  remainder  must 
either  have  ([uitted  tlie  country  during  Lawrence's 
administiation.  or  have  run  away  at  the  time  of  the 
de})ortation. 

According  to  Winslow's  Journal.  Murray  completed 
his  task  about  the  end  of  October,  having  sent  off  1.100 
persons  '''■  in  four  friiihtfull  y  crowded  Transports.^''  This 
is  strikingly  at  variance  with  Bulkeley's  estimate,  which 
gives  the  number  contained  in  these  four  vessels  as  674, 
and  with  mv  correction  raising  it  to  856.  There  would 
still  be  at  least  244  persons  to  be  accounted  for,  so  as  to 
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equal  Winslou's  eleven  liuiidred.  I  aiii  itieliiied  to 
think  tliiit,  after  the  sailing  of  his  four  ships,  Murray 
decided  to  add  his  prisoners  to  the  shipment  from  (fraud 
Vv6.  The  two  phiees  were  mtar  each  othei-:  ihe  de- 
parture of  so  many  peo})le  liad  made  the  ih)ul)lin«^  of 
garrisons  useless  ;  and  it  was  now  more  convenient  to 
operate  from  one  j)oint.  This  would  explain  how  it 
liai)pened  that  his  task  was  ended,  when  we  know  for  a 
certainty  that  lie  still  had  hetween  two  and  three  hun- 
dred prisoners  to  dispose  of.  Muriay  was  naspin^'  with 
thii-st;  he  was  burning  with  desii'e  to  join  Winslow  and 
enjoy  himself. 

Though  Winslow  and  Uulkeley's  repoi'ts  do  not 
agree  in  th(?  details,  they  do  in  the  total  of  the  (irst 
de[)arture,  which  they  state,  respectively,  as  2,0:21  and 
2,!>2:].  Winslow  says  he  still  had  000  to  dei)orc ; 
Uulkeley  deidares  he  knows  nothing  of  the  munber 
end)arked  later  on.  The  oidy  doubtful  point  ajtparently 
is,  whether  or  not  the  (JOO  still  with  Winslow  comjd'ised 
the  244  needed  to  complete  ^Inrray's  1.100.  Winslow's 
task  was  not  done  till  December  20th.  when  two  vessels 
laden  with  282  persons  carried  off  the  icnniant  of  the 
population. 

The  total  of  dt.'ported  [)ersons  at  Ainiapolis,  geiiei'ally 
estimated  at  1,054,  seems  to  agrt'e  with  what  we  know 
of  the  total  po[)ulation  minus  the  munber  of  those  who 
escaped    the    dei)ortation.     At   Cobequid   (Truro)    the 
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refuse  in  Prince  Edward  Island. 
We    have    seen    h 


o\v.  at  ("hij)ody  and  Peticodiac, 
Major  Frye  had  been  able  only  to  burn  the  houses  and 
arrest  a  few  women.  In  the  district  of  Ueaubassin 
those  who  fell  into  the  hands  of   the  authorities   were 
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the  inhabitants  who  dwelt  in  tlie  immediate  neighbor- 
hood of  Beansejour.  Monckton  vaguely  estimates  their 
nund)er  at  more  than  a  thousand.  This  district  eon- 
tained  at  least  4,000  souls.  'V\h\  total  number  of 
Aoadians  deported  at  this  limo  may  bo  put  down  as,  at 
least,  (>,')0()  and,  at  the  utmost,  7,oOO.  We  shall  see 
later  tiiat  this  number  was  ultimately  doubled,  and  that 
the  deportations  did  not  eease  till  after  the  peaee  of 
17(10. 

Six  hundred  and  eighty-six  btiildings,  not  including 
eleven  mills  and  two  churches,  were  burned  at  (Jrand 
Pre  and  at  Riviere  aux  Canards.  The  families  carried  off 
from  these  two  piirishes  owned,  a(;cording  to  Winslow's 
estimate,  7, Ho:}  head  of  cattle,  4!'o  horses,  S,(!!l()  sheep 
and  4,1  !>7  pigs.  The  total  amount  of  live  stoc^k  owned 
by  the  Acadians  at  the  Uuw  of  the  de[)ortation  luis  been 
variously  estimated  by  dilferent  historians,  or,  to  speak 
more  correctly,  very  h'W  have  paid  any  attention  to  tliis 
sul)ject.  Ihiynal,  wlio  cannot  be  considered  a  sah; 
guide  in  this  m;iiter,  goes  as  high  as  ^Oi^OOO.  This 
figure  is  altogether  too  lai-ge.  Uameau,  who  has  made 
a  much  deeper  study  tlian  any  other  historian  of 
the  domestic  history  of  the  ^Vcadians,  sets  the  total 
at  l'>0,000,  com[)rising  honu;d  cattle,  horses,  shee[)  and 
pigs.  Whoever  will  take  the  trouble  to  follow  this 
author  in  the  })atient  researches  to  which  he  has 
devoted  himself  for  nearly  forty  years,  cannot  hel[) 
assigning  to  his  opinion  on  these  statistical  (piestions 
considerable  authority.  Leaving  out  of  our  calcu- 
lation the  few  lliousand  Acadians  who  then  lived  in 
Prince  Edward  Island,  there  were,  in  the  Peninsula  and 
in  the  Beauba.^sin  district,  about  13.000  souls.  Now, 
taking  Winslow's  liguros.  l)()th  for   the   po[)ulation  and 
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the  live  stock  iit  (ii'iiiid  Pre,  iiiul  iii)[)lyiM[jj  tlie  sivnie  pro- 
portion to  I  lie  entire'  pojniliitiou  of  Aeiidiu,  we  gei  the 
followint,'  result  : 

:i,300  inhiihitiiiits  at  frriind  Pre  owned— 

Horned  eiittle         7,S.-5:} 

Sheep  8,«)!><) 

IMgs  4,197 

Horses  4!>:5 


it'-' 


'>ii 


21,218 

Therefore,  wo  may  not  unreasonahly  sup[)ose,  taking 
as  a  basis  Winslow's  estimate  a^^  (Jrand  Pr(j,  that  the 
Acadians  residing  in  English  territory  at  the  time  of 
the  dei)Oitation,  viz. : 

13.000  iidiabitants, owned — 

I  lorned  cattle  43,.")00 

Sheep  48,o00 

Pigs  23,500 

Jlorses  2,800 
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CIlAl'THH   XXXII. 

Lawn-nccH  ailmiiiistriition  n-vicwcMl — Fjicts  linked  (oj^'ctlicr 
sliowiiiK  Ills  early  tlt'si;;ii  to  »l('|Miit  the  Ac  adiaiis.  Iiis  iiitcnslctl 
Diotivt's  1111(1  liiscl»>vt'r  tactics  to  briiij;  itaixnit  \vitli()Utcn(iann''i- 
lii;;'  ills  aiiil)iti(ius  projects — I  low  licdcccivcd  tin*  lloiiicaiithoi'itics 
—  l{c|iiatcd  iliaifics  aKiiiiist  liiiii  l)y  Halifax  people — Their  truth 
finally  adniittetl  hy  the  SiTreuiiy  oCStutt' — His  timely  death  saves 
liiin  from  dis);race. 

I  HAVK  asserted  elsewluire  that  Lawrence's  motive 
for  the  deportation  was  s[)eeiihition  on  the  live  stock 
of  tlie  Aeadians.  The  time  has  now  come  to  prove  tliis, 
and  I  hope  the  proof  Mill  convince  the  most  sceptical. 
It  is  easy  to  see  that  luMe  was  an  oi)[)ortiinity  for  a  line 
stroke  of  hnsiness.  l)iitl  must  ao'ain  remind  the  reader 
that  we  are  indicting-  a  man  of  rare  skill,  whose  j)Ower 
was  absolute,  and  over  whom,  practicall}',  there  was  no 
effectual  control.  lie  had  been  able  to  arrange,  far  in 
advance,  his  method  of  operation  and  the  way  to  efface 
all  vestige  of  his  crime.  Every  one  knows  howdinicnlt 
it  is,  in  si)ite  of  our  democratic  institutions,  in  spite  of 
the  watchfulness  of  representative  assemblies,  of  the 
press  and  of  special  departments  scientitically  organized, 
in  spite  of  interlacing  and  counter-checking  responsi- 
bilities, to  bring  home  the  proofs  of  fraud  to  rulers  or 
even  to  their  subordinate  ofificers.  Nor  is  there  ques- 
tion here  of  a  contemporary,  tangible  fraud,  concerning 
which  a  commission  could  be  instituted,  a  tribunal  chosen, 
witnesses  called   and  public  or  private  documents  in- 
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spt'ctt'd.  Tliu  liiuid  wiis  conimiltcil  1;!7  y«'iirs  atfo  (T 
wrote  this  in  ISHii).  And  yet,  I  tliiidv  tlie  (fvidt'iii;o 
I  iiin  ^<)ing  to  piodiKM!  would  lu!  sullii'iciit  to  oiisuru 
LiiwicMcc's  (!oiid('niMiition  hy  our  (M)uit.s  of  law,  oi',  to 
say  llu)  Iciast,  at  the  har  of  public  ()|)iiiion.  TIh!  t-vi- 
deueo  is,  of  course,  partly  circuinstautial  ;  hut  that  docs 
not  impair  its  strcnjjfth  ;  more  than  one  criminal  has 
justly  expiated  with  liis  life  a  crime  that  was  proved 
by  pui'ely  circumstantial  evidence. 

All  Lawrence's  conduct,  fiom  the  liist  day  of  his  ud- 
ministiation  till  his  deatli,  forms  a  chain  of  evidence 
from  which  not  one  link  is  missing.  Freciuently  in 
criminal  trials,  just  after  proofs  that  se(;m  ov(!rwhelmino-, 
justice  is  thrown  off  the  scent  hy  some  incident  that 
jars  with  the  whole  tenor  of  the  evidence.  Here  we 
meet  witli  nothing  of  the  sort ;  all  facts  have  the  same 
general  tendency,  they  all  converge  to  one  end.  F^et 
me  sum  up  these  facts.  First,  remend)er  what  (iovernor 
IIo[)Son  wrote  to  t)ie  Lords  of  Trade  in  reference  to  the 
Acadians  some  months  before  his  departure:  "-Mr. 
Cornwallis  can  inform  Your  Lordshi[)  Itoio  vscfiil  and 
neceHsary  thene  people  are  to  vx  ;  h"/r  hnpoHsifile  it  is  to 
do  without  them,  or  to  rephur  f/iein.,  even  if  ire  had  other 
settlers  to  put  in  their  plaeen.'''' 

His  administration  inspires  so  much  conlldence  that 
the  Acadians,  without  solicitation,  meet,  delilierate  and 
are  on  the  point  of  deciiling  to  take  the  unrestricted 
oatli,  when,  at  the  last  moment,  .an  objection  expressing 
fear  of  molestation  by  the  Indians  stops  fui'ther  pro- 
ceedings ;  moreover,  those  who  have  quitted  the 
Province  present  a  petition  to  the  Governor  asking  to 
be  permitted  to  return.  Hopson  is  allowed  a  year's  leave 
of  absence  for  his  health :  lie  is  replaced  temporarily  by 
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Jiii\vrciu!o.  So  loiijir  lis  tlio  liittcr's  position  us  iulniiiiis- 
tiiilor  iiiid  |>ic'siili'iit  of  th((  council  is  prcciiiioiis,  no 
clianL,M'  is  iipjKircnt  ;  lie  liiniscU"  opens  nc<fotiiitions  with 
tlic  Aciuliiin  i'ct"nt,'ccs  in  Krcncli  tcnihny  to  invite  tlicni 
to  return  to  the  province,  lie  wiites  to  llie  Lords  of 
'I'l'inU!  tliiit  the  AciuUiins  ;ir(' "  prcjtty  (juiot  us  to  (Jovein- 
nieiit  niiitlcrs."  ICiifht  niontiis  hiter,  s[)eiikin^f  of  the 
Aeiuhiin  rrfni/rcx,  he  fi'cls  certiiin  thiit,  in  e.iise  of  Wiii, 
despite  all  the  elToits  of  the  French,  they  would  not 
I'onsent  to  hear  arms  ai,'ainst  the  Knylish.  Invents 
j)rovc(l  that  tliis  forecast  was  rii^ht  ;  hut  Lawrence  had 
not  then  coni'civcd  his  sinister  project;  ho  spoke  aiul 
acted  with  a  certain  candoi',  if  such  a  term  ciin  he 
applied  to  a  creature  likt!  him.  Ilopsou  ihn's  not  re- 
tiun  ;  Lawrence  succeeds  him.  lie  then  conceives  the 
project  of  deportiuLj  the  Aeadians;  liis  xvhole  behavior 
underLfoes  a  change.  He  lias  nja[»[)ed  out  a  line  of  eon- 
duct  which  he  resolutely  follows.  It  consists,  on  the 
one  liand,  in  rc[)i'esenting  the  Aeadians  in  a  m(»rt!  and 
more  unfavorable  litrht,  in  moh'sting  and  persi'cuting 
them  to  drive  them  to  acts  of  insubordination  and  thus 
j)rovide  himself  with  plausible  pretexts  ;  on  the  other, 
in  gradually  prcjmring  the  Lords  of  Trade  to  accept  his 
])roject.  or  rather  to  put  up  with  the  deed  when  done  : 
for  he  know:,  full  well  that,  except  under  extraordinary 
circumstuiccs,  1  i  will  never  obtain  their  accjuiescence. 
lie  lirst  tiitudly  ajjproaches  the  subject:  "As  they 
possess  the  best  and  largest  tracts  of  land  in  the  Prov- 
ince, it  camiot  be  settled  with  iiuy  effect  while  the//  re- 
main,  and  the'  I  would  he  very  far  from  attempting  such 
a  step  without  Your  Lordship's  approbation,  yet  /  can- 
not  help  being  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  much  better, 
if  they  refuse  the  oath,  that  they  were  away.'' 
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Meyoiid  a  doiiht,  lit-  :ilicii<ly  lias  llio  <lf|)(>rt<ili()ii  iti 
liis  iiiind's  eye.  liiiwifiiir  is  not  iiniuviiir  tliiit  ii  volun- 
tary (hqiarturt'  would  rejoice  Fraiicr  and  liu  vciy  |ii»?j- 
udicial  to  Kn^lisli  inlorrsts.  Iluwevt'i,  as  a  |)roj)aiiUion 
lor  j,nav(!  (ivtiuts,  lliis  <lt'claration  has  its  value.  Tliu 
wayH  and  nieans  are  jieiliaps  not  yet  eieaily  deline(l, 
oltstaeles  are  many  and  some  very  serious;  liiit  tlie 
jtrojeel  itseir  is  I'idly  deeidcMl  on.  His  jierlidious  pro- 
posal tollie  Lords  ol' Tradi!  nietUs  witii  no  i{'sp((n>i ve 
echo;  this  lie  jH.'rliaps  »!Xjteeted.  Tlu!  ohjeet  lie  had  in 
view — to  piepare  Ihenihy  little  and  little-  was  attained  ; 
this  was  one  step.  An  obstacle  ol  a  most  torniidahlo 
nature  is  the  oe('U[)iition  of  the  isthmus  and  of  thu 
north  shore  ol"  the  iJiiy  ol'  I''undy  hy  the  Kreiieh.  A.s 
loni(  as  l''oit  l5eaus(^jour  lemains  in  Kreiich  hands,  thu 
dejtortation  seluMne  has  hut  very  little  [)i()sp(j(;t  ol"  siie- 
ee.ss.  What  is  he  to  do'/  'I\)dislodtr(!  them,  and  in  time 
of  peaee,  is  no  easy  matter.  The  tiaitoi'  I'iehon  tiansmits 
to  ("a]ttaiii  Ilussey  at  Foit  Lawren(;e  a  lt;tte)'  puiportin^ 
to  come  from  (Jeneral  l)u(|uesne,  in  wlii(;h  the  latter  ad- 
vises the  Fren(!h  Commandant  at  lieausejour  to  lind  a  pre- 
text for  attacking  the  English.  Ilussey, transmitting  the 
letttM'  to  Lawi'enee,  tells  him  that  he  has  strong  iivideneo 
that  the  l)u([uesne  letter,  so-called,  is  "  <>/'  Pir/iDii'n  o/ni 
com  pox  I  III/,"  and  gives  the  leasons  for  liis  belief.  This  is 
exactly  the  opportunity  sought  for  by  Lawrence,  lie 
at  once  writes  to  (Jovernoi'  Shii'ley  that  "he  is  /rr/f 
informed  of  French  designs  to  encri^ach  u[»on  His 
Majesty's  rights  in  the  Piovince,""  and  to  thwart  them 
he    wants    2,000    Massachusetts    soldieis    early    in    the 
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'riii'0(»  liuiidrcd  Acadiiins  arr  foiiiid  aiiiMMl  in  (lie  Koit. 
Lawrence  indites  a.  lelter,  in  wliieli,  heneatli  a.inl)i;rnnu.H 
and  \\('ll-ealenla(ed  I'orins,  l'(^  hotli  reveals  and  hides  to 
(lie  liords  (if  'I'rade  a  |»ai(  of  his  (hjsi^n,  wiiieli  was 
iiliciidy  ananned  in  all  i(s  de(ails  with  the  assistanoo 
(tf  Morris.  Then  lit^  hurries  on  tlui  execution  thereol'. 
Time  presses  :  all  must  he  done  and  over  hel'ore  tlio 
reply  of  (he  Lords  of  Tiade.  Deeds  of  o|)pression  fol- 
low one  another  with  feverish  haste.  As  he  does  not 
succeed  in  provoking"  disohedience,  he  recpiires  the  oath 
from  the  Acadian  delegates  without  allowini^  (h"in  to 
consult  with  their  constituents.  They  hesitate,  then 
olVcr  to  take  it  ;  he  will  not  accept  il^  now.  lie  im- 
jirisons  them  to  prevent  all  intercourse  with  their  conn- 
trviiuMi  and  to  lead  (he  la(ter  to  hidieve  (hut.  they  have 
persiste(l  in  ii-fusini;  the  oatli.  lie  carefully  provides 
aijfainst  tlu'ir  niakiii^'  olT  with  tlio  live  s(ock  or  resisdng 
hy  fori'c  of  arms,  lie  lays  hold  on  (heir  iU'chives,  (heir 
hoa(s.  their  priests,  (heir  jjrincijial  advisers.  IL;  <;-e(,s 
his  e«)uncillors,  as  well  us  Moscawen,  (o  endorse  his 
projec(.  To  make  its  sueeoss  mon;  ct'itaiii,  he  ^ives  in- 
structions to  disperse  his  victims  in  jdaces  far  distant  from 
each  odicr  :  he  burns  overythint»- to  preven(  (hem  from 
cominuf  hack  :  lu"  dismemhers  families  (o  destroy  all 
hope  of  return,  and  to  keej)  (hem  engrossed  \\i(h  (ho 
nioie  pi'cssino-  (juestion  of  linding-  their  ndatives.  To 
make  assurance  douhly  sure,  he  instructs  the  yoveruors 
of  other  provinces  to  keej)  them  constantly  under  watch. 
Thus  ihe  oanie  is  }>Uiyed  ;  the  crime  is  consummated. 
The  i)lan  was  infernal  in  its  conception,  infernal  in  its  \  < 
execution  :  its  author  stopped  at  nothing  to  ensure  its 
hill  success,  he  was  a  man  that  never  said  nor  did  a 
Immane  thinsj. 
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liiiwitiiicc  never  expressed  any  s<»liei(ud»!  except  lor 
tlie  preservation  ol'  (lie  liv(^  slocl^.  VVt;  liave  svvw  wlial, 
nieasiires  Ik*  udopUid  to  nial<e  tJK!  eonntiy  iininlialHlahle, 
so  that  liiifitives  eonld  not  lind  \vliei(M»n  lo  live.  Hero 
(lie  (|UesUon  naturally  j)rt'sunts  itsel I" :  Wlial-  did  lie  do 
willi  (lie  \H),i)()\)  head  ol"  (•atth;  (liat  it-niaiiKid  ai  lii.s 
disposal?  Can  Ik;  have  lel'(.  tli(;ni  wi(lion(  keejiers, 
without  protect  ion,  without  niakin^^  use  ol'  them  in 
some  way,  when  the  l*ii<,dtivt;  y\cudians  woiihl  thus  he 
enahled  (o  \\\v.  on  tlui  lut,  of  tin;  lan<l,  and  al((!i'  h<:  had 
taken  su(;li  pains  (o  mak(>  it  impossihle  for  those  veiy 
l'u_<fi(iv(!S  to  liv(^  in  (hat  very  hind'/  In  the  case  of  a 
man  of  Jiawreiicii's  acviteneH.s  and  astuteness  (he  iiifcjr- 
enc(!  is  evident.  Hut,  hofoic  c  tmiii^'  to  the,  i)rincif)Hl 
heads  of  evideiu^e,  \r.l  us  sei/e,  hy  tlu;  way,  on  a  new 
link  in  (he  eireums(antial  (;hain. 

Tlieri!  was  at  Halifax,  a  certain  Moses  (h;  Les  Dernieis, 
whose  tra(h!  wa.^  (hat  f>f  a  peddler  tlirough  the  Acadian 
parisluis.  His  knowledge  of  all  iliat  concerned  tluj 
Acadians  iiiad((  him  a  precjious  tool  for  l.awicnce.  In 
(lu!  last  days  just  before  tlu;  pi'oscription,  (he  (JoveiiKjr 
charged  liim  (o  go  through  tlu!  country  choosing  the 
(inest  horses  he  could  lind,  and  to  send  them  to  him 
without,  of  . '  uise,  l)aying  for  them,  as  (hey  were  al- 
ready {-iict;  iliy  .i(!questiated.  For  some  time  past  no 
oil.'  ^la'i  heeu  allowed  (o  move  about  fioni  paiish  to 
j)i'r;;-,i)  >vi(lLout  a  pass.  Moses  de  Les  D.u'niers  leceived 
the  foil  )wing  : 

"Permit  the  bearor,  Moses  <lc  L^cs  DcniierH.  t<»  K"  t"  (Jr.'ind  Pre, 
Kivor  (Canard  uiul  Hal)itauts,  to  l(nil<  tor  some  Imrscs  lor  tin-  ii.s«! 
of  tlic  Li('Ut('iiant-(!ov('iiior  and  liriii^i;  the  same  to  tlic  Port. 

"  Fort  Pdward.  ■\r<\  Sept.  IT""». 

'•Tlu'  imiiilxT  of  lior-^cs  iiiciititjiu'd  jiboM'  arc  ^i.\. 
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His  secoml  [)t'niiit,  allowing  liiui  to  take  and  pass  six 
more  iiorses,  is  dated  Septeinl)er  4tli,  and  sijfned  hy 
Winslow. 

"It  ('oninu)nly  happens,"  says  Uaniean, '' tliat  p«>tty 
tyrants  are  the  more  servile  toward  great  oni's  in  -jro- 
[)ortion  as  (hey  are  nioi'e  feiottions  towaid  (heir  own 
vietinis.  Murray,  therefore,  j)la3ed  (he  syc()phan(  (o 
llis  Kxeelleiicy  ol"  I lalilax.  offering  his  serviees  to  his 
respectahle  agent;  and,  ;is  Winshtvv  was,  not  unna(n- 
rally,  inteiest<'d  in  this  business,  Murray  gave  him  an 
account  of  his  researches.  Thus,  at  this  critic. u  mo- 
ment, when  (he  existence  of  a  whole  people  a.is  at 
stakt',  till'  horses  of  a  cross-roa  1  hero  enuiosscd  he 
attention  of  the  entire  stafl'."  * 


On  Se[)tembei'  :h(l,  Murray  wrote  t(»  Winslow: 

"  1  liad  not  t'oiiixl  ///////  iioir  unythiii;^'  wliicli  t<<  my  iiiiiid  could 
pU-aso  His  Excellency;  hut  I  am  ini'oiinctl  (o-day  lliat  llicicisa 
black  hoisc  lu'ltnijiiiij!;  to  a  man  of  the  iiaine  of  Armainl  (intsoC 
(iraiitl  I'rc.  wiiicii.  they  tell  me.  will  he  a  saddle-horse  that  will 
suit  his  taste.  1  ther«'foro  desire  that  you  will  have  the  Uiuduess 
to  counuaitd  Ueue  I.(  RIanc.  .Jr..  or  some  other  Acatliau.  to  take 
possession  ot  it  and  l)ri?ig  it  to  nie." 

The  exj»re.ssion  ''until  now*"  shows  that  Murray  mid 
Winslow  had  long  sint'c  received  their  orders  alxuit 
these  twelve  horses.  Tiioy  were  waiting  for  the  arrest 
of  the  .\cadians  before  carrying  out  these  orders;  and, 
as  these  passes  and  letters  bore  date  September  -Ul  and 
4th.  whereas  the  arrest  took  place  on  the  Oth,  it  is  ch>ar 


that  all   these  details   were  calculated   to  the  d 
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liour.     Meanwhile,  all  the  staff  was  astir  to   iind  out 
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where  th(!y  could  proeini!  what  wouhl  suit  [lis  Kxcel- 
leiu;y. 

This  stniuf^o  haste  to  lake  ])Ossession  of  (he  finest 
liorses  and  to  <(et  up  a  splendid  stable  without  cost 
naturally  arouses  suspiciion,  Ol"  itself  it  might  escape 
one's  notice;  but,  when  takcMi  in  connection  with  the 
instructions  Monckton  receivetl  to  watch  (carefully  over 
th(!  ])reservation  of  the  i;attle  and  (o  j)revent  the 
Acadians  Tjoni  ruiniing  away  with  them,  inslructions 
icpeated  so  many  times  that  tluur  repetition  apjieais 
otherwise  idh;  and  ridiculous,  one  cannot  but  harbor 
suspicions  which  need  but  fresh  signs  of  guilt  to  become 
a  (H'rtainty. 

These  fresh  signs  exist,  if,  indeed,  a  direct  and  formal 
accusiition  may  be  calhid  nuuely  a  ficsh  indication  of 
guilt,  whim  that  accusation  against  Lawrence  is  signed 
by  the  citizens  of  Halifax  three  years  after  the  deporta- 
tion in  a  petition  addressed  to  some  distinguisjied  pin- 
son  in  Kngland.  This  petition  was  conliclcd  to  Dr. 
IJi'own  l)y  those  who  had  signed  it.  lirown  bus  aflixi-d 
to  it  this  title:  '^  Jjan'rcnceH  characie)','^  and  the  pur- 
chaser of  his  MS.  adds  this  remark:  '"A  long  letter 
(sixteen  (dosely  written  pag(;s^  addiessed  to  some  one 
in  England  by  the  i-olonists  concerning  the  state  of  the 
Province.  This  is  a  high-toned  and  most  vigorous 
letter  and  lai/s  hare  with  most  withering  scorn  tlie  fhar- 
acter  of  Governor  Lawrettre.''''  It  was  wiittcn  in  17o7, 
or  17r)8,  two  oi'  three  years  after  the  deportation. 

Tlie  contents  of  this  long  memorial,  which  we  insert 
elsi^wlune,  show  that  it  Wiis  not  the  only  document  of 
its  kind.  It  acinises  Lawrence  of  exercising  on  the 
))opulation  of  Halifax  and  of  tlie  whole  piovince  so  in- 
tolerable a  despotism  that  many  persons  have  left  the 
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colony;  that  many  (ttlit'is  also  would  leave,  were  tliey 
not  hindered  by  onU-rs  given  to  the  ownei's  of  ships; 
that  no  one  ean  go  beyond  the  town  limits  without  a 
pass;  that  Halifax;  is  nothing  less  than  a  prison  ;  that 
Lawrenee  has  persuaded  T^ord  London  to  urge  in 
TV  T;land  the  necessity  of  putting  the  Province  under 
nu'.<;>.\r  cuiy  and  to  withdraw /Vo?«  the  other  colonies 
th(  .!■  ;  U'ters.  the  effect  of  which,  they  say,  nuist  be  to 
bring  uj  '.i  sti'uggle  for  liberty  and  conse(iuences  too 
fatal  to  be  named. 

'•  We  liiid  not  touched  upon  these  matters,"  says  tlic  petition. 
"l)ut.iis  we  think  Providence  more  immediately  seems  to  concern 
itself  ill  discovering  the  I'illaiiioKH  aits  of  tite  authors  of  our 
calamities,  and  hope  will  direct  in  pouring  vengeance  on  tin-  dkiii. 
V'lmsi:  sole  (liiii  seems  to  hove  bct'it  to  bhisf  the  good  iittentions  of 
his  eoinitrji,  otid  to  moke  oil  siihordiinites  to  him  miserable.   .   .  . 

"  It  is  with  pleasure  we  hear  ttie  iieeoniifs  of  Nova  Scotia  will  \h' 
strictly  eiuiuired  into,  as  ire  ore  rerif  sure,  if  they  were  siftetl  to 
the  l)ottom,  it  will  he  foutid  that  not  less  than  ten  thousand 
pounds  worth  of  rum.  molasses— (of  which  there  was  not  less 
than  30.000  gallons,  which  alone  was  worth  £:5.000)  heef,  jiork, 
etc..  etc.,  provisions,  and  much  merchandise  for  the  sui)ply  of 
the  Indians  and  Frejich  inhabitants,  were  taken  in  Beausejour, 
neither  distributed  as  a  reward  to  the  ctaptors,  nor  aeeoinifed  for. 
e.reept  some  small  ipiantity  of  heef,  sold  to  the  couunissary  M. 
8aul.  on  M.  Baker's  supply,  which  waa  extremely  had  and  de- 
cayed, and  eertijied  by  Governor  Lawrence,  as  provisions  sent  by 
Governor  Stiirleij. 

"  That  tlie  eatfle  of  the  Aeadians  irere  eonverted  lo  j)ritnte  use, 
oftvhieli  ire  know.  ".HoO  hogs  and  near  l.ooo  liead  of  eattle  was 
killed  and  parked  at  Pigigiiit  alone  :  sent  bi/  wider  to  other  jilaees. 
And  irhaf  of  oilier  forts  is  i/et  a  seeret.  all  iniaeeoniited  for  to  the 
amount  of  a  verij  large  sum  :  and  lie  and  his  eoinmi.^tsari/  are  noir 
under  great  jierple.r it i/  to  eover  this  iiiignitons  fraud,  ete..  ete. 

•'  But  we  hopi'  before  this  time,  maiiij  eomplaiiifs  have  reached 
the  ear  of  the  minister,  and  that  it  will  shortly  evidently  ajipear 
that,  whilst  Governor  Lawrence  has  the  least  influence  in 
American  affairs,  so  long  will  ruin  and  eonfusion  attend  them, 
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and  this  truth  General  Shirley  at  Home,  and  Lord  Ciiark's  Iftiif 
when  he  goes  home,  will,  as  vve  are  informed,  make  evident  to 
deinon.stratio)i ;  for,  it  is  generally  beUeved.  that  Lord  Cliiirles 
Hay's  confinement  ivaa  soleli/  due  to  Governor  Lawrence's  insinua- 
tions to  Lord  Loudon,  on  his — Lord  Hay — e.vaniiniiig  too  freely 
into  the  expennes  of  batteries,  ete.,  f'^c.and  speaking  too  (•ontemi)t- 
ibly  of  what  had  been  done  for  the  mighty  sums  exi)ended  in 
Nova  Scotia." 

Tliese  extracts  form  but  ii  small  part  of  the  petition, 
and  what  I  omit  is  scarcely  less  important.*  No  one, 
on  reading  tlie  above,  can  escape  the  conviction  that  his 
oppression  of  the  people  was  unbearable.  And,  since 
this  was  the  case  for  English  colonists,  one  can  the  bel- 
ter understand  what  I  liave  said  of  Lawrence's  tyranu}- 
in  respect  of  the  Acadians.  This  petition  reveals,  with 
great  precision,  his  transactions,  his  methods  of  o[)era- 
tioii,  his  accomplices  and  even  his  anxiety  to  cover  his 
frauds.  The  deportation  had  acted  as  a  screen,  allow- 
ing him  to  extend  his  operations  and  disguise  them  more 
effectually.  Without  it,  he  would  have  found  it  <lif- 
ficult  to  turn  to  his  profit  the  immense  booty  that  the 
taking  of  Beausejour  had  exposed  to  his  '•  itching  ijalm." 
With  the  deportation,  he  couhl  seem  to  devote  the  spoils 
to  the  feeding  of  the  Acadian  ca})tives,  while  in  reality 
he  had  fed  them  partly  with  their  own  provisions. 
The  turmoil  and  disorder  produced  by  tlie  dej[)ortation 
enabled  him,  without  exposing  liis  jobs  to  the  indis- 
creet notice  of  his  subordinates,  to  utilize,  as  we  shall 
see  later,  the  transports  which  deported  the  Acadians 
for  the  sale  in  other  colonies  of  their  cattle  and  of  the 
rich  Beausejour  booty.  We  gather  likewise  from  this 
petition  that  he  imprisoned  Lord  Charles  Hay  under 
false  pretences,  whereas  the  real  motive  of  his  imprisou- 


m^^ 


«mH 


m 


m 


I  «' 


♦See  Ajijiciiilix  Nu.  2. 


%! 


i 


m'} 


liKOWN    HINTS    AT   TRAITOUOUS    WISHES. 


ment  was  the  liaving  revealed  or  spoken  too  freely  of 
frauds  committed  in  the  erection  of  batteries. 

As  regards  more  particularly  the  Acadians,  we  have 
the  positive  fact  that,  from  one  place  only,  he  sent  off 
3.000  pigs  and  nearly  1,000  head  of  cattle.  We  have 
in  this  petition,  two  several  times,  the  categorical  asser- 
tion that  no  account  was  rendered,  first,  of  the  I»eaus6» 
jour  booty,  and  secondly,  of  the  Acadians'  live  stock 
except — and  the  exception  adds  great  weight  to  the 
assertion — of  a  small  quantity  of  beef,  and,  what  is 
more,  this  was  certified  by  Lawrence  as  coming  from 
(iovcrnoi-  Sbiiley. 

Brown  had  been  al)le  to  converse  about  the  facts 
a^l  .f^d  in  this  petition  with  the  very  men  wlnt  signed 
it,  Avhen  Lawrence  had  been  long  dead  and  when,  con- 
sequently, they  had  no  object  in  deceiving  him.  Iii 
many  other  ways  also  could  he  verify  these  iisseitions  ; 
so  that,  when  he  intituled  them  "  Lairrfticf's  r/H(rtfrfer,'^ 
lie  showed  that  he  accepted  their  substantial  correctness. 
However,  he  has  expressed  himself  still  more  clearly  in 
the  following  lines  : 

"  MS.  relating  to  Lawmice'H  abuses. 
"How  wicked  must  these  men  be.  who  thus  deceived  their 
country  .  .  .  such  persons,  no  doubt,  would  liave  been  ghu!  to  see 
tliis  important  colony  annexed  to  the  Crown  of  France,  that  they 
miglit  nevei-  be  called  to  account  for  their  abii.se  of  the  trust 
reposed  in  them  and  their  misapplieation  of  the  Nations  money.'' 

The  inhabitants  of  Halifax  were  so  exasperated  at 
Lawrence's  oppression  that  they  deputed  one  of  their 
nund)er,  Ferdinand  John  Paris,  to  London  to  state  their 
grievances.  Besides  the  above  petition,  they  sent  him 
two  more,  one  bearing  date  March  loth,  1757.  and  the 
other  April  2d.     Jirowns  MS.  contains  a  fouith  fiom 
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Paris   liimsult'  to   the   lx)ids  of  Trade,  dated    Felauary 
4tli,  1758,  from  wliieh  I  take  these  short  extracts : 

"  Tliat  the  partial,  arbitrary  and  ilh-^al  beliaviour  of  tlie  present 
governor,  of  wliicli  they  have  continually  instances.  .  . 

"  That  the  many  thousands  of  tlie  (loverninent's  and  people's 
money  uselessly  lavished  on  dei)endents  and  favorites,  ?)//  retfii^tli- 
cated  sdlariea,  and  other  ingetiious  eoiitrivftnces,  is  another  griev- 
ous injury. 

"  Tlie  indue  of  the  cattle,  hogs,  taken  from  the  Aeadians.  as  well 
as  the  rum,  mola-sses,  etc.,  etc.,  taken  from  tho  French,  wa.s  very 
considerable.  £20,000  at  least.  How  it  has  been  accounted  for 
should  be  enquired."' 

The  Archives  set  forth  one  only  trace  of  a  legitimate 
use  of  all  this  live  stock,  viz. :  wJien  Lawrence  allowed 
some  inhabitants  of  Lunenburg  to  go  and  get  a  few  liead 
of  cattle,  the  number  thereof  being  estinuited  as  between 
sixty  and  a  hundred.  In  one  of  his  letters  to  the  Lords 
of  Trade,  Lawrence,  very  probably  with  a  view  to  jjie- 
paring  an  excuse  for  himself,  said  that  he  would  give 
this  live  stock  to  those  of  the  English  colonists  who  could 
winter  them,  as  if  the  remainder  could  not  be  saved 
from  destruction,  when,  as  the  above  petition  shows,  he 
liad  managed  successfully  the  more  diilicult  point  of 
saving  even  the  pigs.  In  fact  he  gave  away  just  enough 
to  serve  in  his  own  defence,  if  necessary.  Those  were, 
surely,  words  of  foresight. 

The  first  of  the  petitions  I  have  ([uoted  mentions 
Lawrence's  efforts  to  persuade  I^ord  l^oudun,  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  British  forces  in  America,  to  use 
his  influence  to  the  end  that  the  colony  be  put  under 
military  rule.  Smarting  undei-  the  slight  control  ex- 
ercised over  him  by  a  council  of  his  own  creation,  and 
one  that  was  apparently  servile  enough,  Lawieiice 
wanted  to  get  rid  of  it  in  order  to  reign  alone.     Those 
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who  liii\('  closi'ly  stiulit'd  tlio  liistoiv  ol'  tin-  l*i()\  iii<-(!  aw 
lU'cjUiiiiilod  willi  tilt'  niiiiiy  iiiscs  set  i^^oiiiLj'  l)y  liiiwiciico 
t(»  iivoid  tlic  t'sliihlisliinciit  of  ;i  icprt'sciitiiliv*'  iisst'nil)ly- 
Tlir  ('olt)iiisls  wtTc  clainoiiiin  lor  it  ;  the  Lords  nl"  Tiiidc 
iinpL'iiitivcly  (k'liiiindi'd  it.  Ili'  who  had  difiiiiit.  of 
gettiii!^  rid  ol'  his  wrak  cou'icil,  was  i'ar  iVoiii  rclishiiitjf 
an  ch'ctivt;  assciiihly,  to  whicli  he  wouhl  he  siihjcct,  uiid 
which  ini^ht  iK'iliaj)s  take  it  iiiio  its  head  to  iinjiiire 
about  his  transai-tioiis.  IIi;  always  liad  some  new  shift 
at  hand  to  ehuh'what  the  Loids  of  Trade  more  and  more 
sternly  oi(h>red  him  to  do: 

"  llaviiii;'  x'l  It/ten  a  ml  si>  JUII  if  n'lu'titeil  to  vou  oursiMise 
and  opinion  of  the  jtro|)iiety  and  nei'essity  of  this  measure 
taking  place.  //  milji  rciiinlns/nr  iis  to  direitt  its  being 
carried  into  immediati!  execution.""  The  patience  of 
the  authorities  had  reached  its  utmost  limits  ;  anotlnsr 
subterfuge  would  be  his  luin  :  liawjvnce  was  wise  in 
time  and  yielded. 

'J\)  have  hoped  to  frc(;  himself  from  the  control  of  a 
council  i()mj)()sed  of  his  cri;alui'es,  whom  he  had  cowed 
into  silence  while  he  publicly  braiuU'd  them  as  "a  pack  of 
scoundirls."  and  then  to  fall  under  the  ct)ntiol  of  an  As- 
sembly iei)i'esenting  that  public  opinion  which  he  had 
traLipled  uiuU'r  foot,  under  the  control  of  those  merchants 
whom  he  had  called  "  <(  /xircr/  of  I'illauis  mid  h<))ikn(j>fii,'''' 
was,  it  must  be  confessed,  a  terrible  disappointment.  He 
had  hitherto  needed  the  help  of  none  l)ut  the  great,  none 
but  men  who  enjoyed  some  inllucnce  at  Court.  The 
^^  low  riiiiiiiiii/  Kinl  roiixii iiniutf I'  fl((ftci'j/,''  which  he  had 
successfully  used  with  those  who  could  be  of  some  use 
to  him,  was  no  longer  suiHicient.  Tiie  people,  who  had 
been  nothing,  were  now  become  great  in  their  turn. 
Thus  he  had  reason  to  dread  lest  this  Assembly  should 
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(■x|H)S(!  Iiis  iiii(|iiilii!S.  Dcicp,  .sli;ir|),  rosouri't^liil  iis  liu 
was.  llic  tusk  Wiis  I'lioniioiis  ;  lie  must  |ii(»pitiatt'  and 
a|i]t('asc  those  wlioiii  lie  had  ciiisht'd  wit h  scuiii  ;  instead 
of  th(!  ahsointe  j)()\vei'  he  had  dreamt  ol'.  lie  eouhl  l<ee|i 
hut  a  shred  thercioi",  and  even  that  h(^  must  lij^hl  Ini' 
inch  iiy  ineh,  and,  hy  so  doing,  expose;  liinisuli"  to  new 
daiij^crs. 

His  letter  to  the  Loi'ds  of  Tiade,  after  thi;  eUurlion  of 
tlie  icpiesentatives  of  th(!  peopU;,  oxpi'<!sses  his  fears: 
*•  I  liope,"  he  says,  "  I  shall  not  lind  in  them  a  dis[)osilion 
to  embarrass  or  ohstiiiet  His  Majesty's  service,  or  to  dis- 
pute the  royal  j)rer()gativ<;,  though  I  observe,  that  t(»o 
many  of  the  JiuMidters  chosen  ai'(>  such  as  have  not  been 
tlic  most  remaikable  foi"  promoting  unity  or  obedience 
to  His  Majesty's  (JoverunKMit  here.  I  h(){)e  I  may  be 
al)leto  dis[>aleh  such  business  ((x  mnji  In'  HffcHnitrii  for  fhi' 
jii'rxi'iif  without  too  nnieli  loss  of  time  in  rejoining  tlw 
army."" 

'{"his  is  the  expedient  on  which  his  fertile  mind  had 
hit  to  ward  <»f!f  danger:  he  was  to  [tietend  that  the 
urgent  need  of  his  services  in  tlu;  army  made  it  imix'i- 
ative  for  tin;  Assend)ly  to  have  a  scission  only  as  a  matter 
of  form,  merely  to  vott;  snp[)lies  and  to  legali/.e,  as  it 
were,  in  thi^  lump,  those  acts  of  his  council  which  stood 
in  need  of  that  formality.  To  the  representatives  of 
the  ])eople,  in  his  opening  address,  he  said: 

"'Ax  I (iin  no/r  nctrxxdrili/  ct/tploi/eil,  and  will  be  for 
some  time  to  come,  upon  an  enlerj)rise  of  importance  in 
a  distant  iiart  of  the  Pi-ovinee,  there  is  not  at  present 
an  opportunity  of  entei'ing  u[)on  such  jjarticulars  as 
might  otherwise  cull  for  your  attention.  I  am  therefore 
enrtiextlif  to  recommend  the  e.rf>edleiiri/  or  ntfher  iieees- 
xifjl  of  unanimity  and  dixpat<-h   in  the  conlirmation  of 
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such  acts  of  ;i  I.t'u[islalivt!  nature  us  ihu  (iovernor  and 
Council  Jiavc  louutl  exj)ctlienl  hol'orc  the  I'orming  of 
ail  AsHoiubly." 

Anxi(;ly  is  luanil'cst  in  each  line:  :  he  is  earnestly  heg- 
j^in^'  them  to  do  nothing,  or  to  get  (luickly  through  the 
most  urgent  business,  and  then  pack  their  trunks  tintil 
lu'Xl  yt'ar.  The  Assembly  was  timid  and  inexperi- 
enced; members  liad  no  time  to  come  togiilher  and 
consult  with  each  other  :  the  most  ex|)eit  Mere 
Lawrence's  creatures,  the  mend)ers  oi"  his  old  (^ouncil ; 
everybody  was  in  great  glee  over  the  new  departure  in 
the  way  of  po[)ular  representation  ;  voti's  were  rapidly 
recorded;  everybody  went  iiome  ;  tlu?  danger  was 'piist. 
Lawrence  was  delighted.  Reporting  to  the  liOids  ot" 
Trade  the  result  of  the  session,  he  said:  "  I  have  reason 
to  ho[)e  that  we  shall  get  through  with  less  altercation 
than  from  tlie  seeming  disposition  ot"  the  i)eo[)le  f  iras 
a/:>/>rfheni<ire  of.'''' 

'J'he  war  between  France  and  Kngland  had  become 
highly  interesting.  Success  had  Followed  the  tirst 
reverses.  I^ouisbui'g,  Cape  Urelon.  Prince  Ivlward 
Lsland  had  been  conquered ;  Quebec  had  just  cai)it- 
ulated  ;  joy  was  in  the  hearts  of  all,  public  rejoicings 
followed  one  another  with  a  sort  of  glad  deliiium  ;  feel- 
ings of  hatred  disappeared  in  the  enthusiasm  of  a  com- 
mon delight ;  enemies  became  friends  ;  Lawrence  was 
daily  showing  more  sujivity  and  sweeter  smiles:  the 
danger  was  going  to  be  averted  a  second  time.  At 
this  exceptionally  favorable  moment  it  became  an  easy 
matter  for  Lawrence  to  put  off  the  crisis  he  seemed  so 
greatly  to  dread.  The  second  session  passed  like  the 
first.  "  There  is,  said  Lawrence  to  the  Assembly,  *'  hnt. 
very  little   t'equirituj  your  attention,  when  your  private 
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uvocalioiis  /inf  III  (iilmit  nf  ifmir  nlfiniftnirr.  Tlif  must 
material  ftoinf  tluit  scjenis  td  ciill  youi"  iillciitioii,  iiimIci' 
tlu!  jncst'iit  circumstiiiKjL's  of  tlic  l'i(»\  iiicc  is  ii  pro- 
vision I'oi'  uiiiiiitiiiiiiii;;'  a  lii^lit-lioiisc  ul  Siunbro  iiiid 
maiiiiiLriiijjf  tli((  iiltaiis  ol'  tlu;  work-lioiisc." 

Wfif  Law  r('iu'i''s  ai'ts  to  jurvail'/  Was  lie  ;^'oin!4',  ''.V 
his  rajoltiiv  and  trickery,  to  consiifii  to  olilivioii  tlie 
liiiniiiialioMs  Ik;  liad  iiillictiid  upon  tlir  whole  popidation  ? 
W'oidd  ciicunistanccs  conlinnc  to  favor  him  lon^  enough 
to  allow  of  his  delinitively  esea|)ing  i'etril)ution  for  his 
(•rimes?  It  was  not  likely.  Ilowtiver,  the  "  A/zt' t'(///«//<// 
iitiil  ritHsiiiiniKili'  fliiHi'/'i/  "  that  had  served  liim  in  sueli 
good  stead  with  the  groat,  lie  was  now  bringing  to  hear, 
with  as  nnu'h  jiersistonee  and  with  j^rowing  sueeess, 
upon  tin;  re[)ieseutatives  of  the  peojde.  Hut  there  is 
another  contingenev  which  great  eriminals  do  not  al- 
ways keej)  in  mind,  the  hour  of  which  is  unknown, 
though  its  advent  is  ciMtain  ;  it  often  hivaks  in  unhei- 
alded  wheu  all  tlu;  tokens  of  joy  are  at  lian<l,  and  when 
human  justice  seems  helate<l.  Seized  with  iidlanimat  ion 
of  the  luugs  at  a  hall  he  was  giving  on  the  ocitasion,  I 
think,  of  the  capitulation  of  Montreal,  he  died  (iight 
days  latt;r,  on  the  liMh  of  Octohisr,  ITtlO.  in  the  prime 
of  life  and  at  the  zenith  of  his  gh»ry,  some  weeks  before 
his  acconipliec  Hoscawen. 

vVs  we  shall  presently  sec,  Lawrence  died  just  in  tiuK^ 
to  save  his  honor  from  investigation,  lb;  was  on  the 
])oint  of  being  hurled  from  the  Tarpeian  rock,  when  ho 
died  on  the  Capitol.  His  friends  wantcid  ti.  hush  U[)  the 
affair  to  avoid  a  scandal,  just  as  happens  ..en  in  our 
(lay  in  spite  of  our  democi'atic  institutions,  in  s[)ite  of 
our  boasted  Press  and  civilization.  f}c  tnorfui.^  nU  nlni 
honum.     This  the   Lecrislature    understood.     To  thank 
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liiiii  I'ni'  liaviii;^^,  l>y  liis  liciitli,  iclicvctl  tliciii  nl'  ,i  Imi!iI«mi. 

to  COlirOI'IM  to   tilt'    VClKTllllIc   illl<l  Solcillll  Cllstolll   of   Cl'i'l't- 

iiiLT  iiioiMinu'iits  iiiid  inditiii^r  lliitlt'riiit{-  itis('ri|itioiis  to 
tliosc  who  (lie  ill  soiiH!  Iii<r|i  post  ol  llOllOI'.  '  '  .\n>CII|I)I\ 
votfil  a  inoiiiiiiu!iit.  to  Ills  niciiiory,  with  tl  .script ion  : 
A  "  l"'ioiii  a  ^liitclMl  scnsi)  ol'  his  many  si'i\  ice  ,  his  iinir- 
,  latiLral)U'  ciHU-avois  tor  the  piihlic  t^ood.  ami  a  wisu, 
uprii;'ht  and  disinterested  administrai  ion." 

( )m'  disi'crns  tht3  hand  ol'  an  aciM»in|ilictf  in  the  word, 
iiij^'  ol'  this  inscrij)ti<»ii.  Death  was  to  ward  oil"  the  Mow 
that  threatened  more  than  one  enlprit;  hut,  the  lu'iter 
to  ensure  immunity,  it  was  advisal>h^  toohtain  the  ms.x'hL 
ol'  the  Let;ishiture.  .Men  heini>',  nndttr  sneh  eireimi- 
stanees,  j)rone  to  induli>enee  and  mercy,  tiie  vote  was 
carried. 

It  was  hioji  tiino.  Tliree  montlis  later  the  Lords  of 
TraiK',  namin<>'   .fuil<,^o    Helchor  to    sue  Lawremi-, 

wi'ole  to  him  as  loliows  : — 

"It  lias  Ik'cii  ropii'MMili'd  to  us.  tlial  Oovornor  Lawrence  liiiij 
encouraged  aiitl  protected  the  disorderly  i)art  of  the  niilitarv  nndcr 
his  (Joveiiniient.  in  several  (lutiages  on  the  projierty,  persons,  and 
even //(('  lin'nof  the  inlmhitiiiits ;  soinetiines  hy  a.ssnniinj;  ille;;;il 
po\vt>rs,  ioid  at  others,  liy  ahnsiiij;-  those  which  were  lawfully 
vested  in  him  for  hetti'r  purjH)ses  :  hy  fn-cpiently  interni|)tinjr  tlie 
frtH'  course  of  justice,  in  discharging  while  ni'.der  proseciitioii, 
and  in  enlarging  after  conviction,  soldiers  and  ofhceis  giulty  of 
destroying  fences,  violent  assaults.  (ukI  iiidinf  otlwr  far  (jri'iilrr 

Oldflllitics. 

■■  Sen  rill  ri-rii  Ucuvij  chiinics  have  likewisi*  been  made  against, 
(lovi'rnor  Lawrence  irifli  risjHTf  In  cmilnictfi  which  were  eutered 
into,  hiilli  nil  (ivcuinit  of  llie  pntrisions  distributed  to  the  sveak 
settUMUents  of  the  colony,  ninl  tin'  ir.sscis  which  have  so  long  been 
kept  upon  the  establishment  for  the  service  of  the  Province. 

(Signed)  •' Di'NK.  Hai.ik.vx. 

••  \V.  S.  Hamilton. 
"\V.  Slopek." 
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\  WHS  iiol  I'iir  wroiiM'  ill  .saying  ihiit,  liiiwrciice  os(ii|m'(1 
llir  'riii'|>fiiiM  rock  only  liy  uii  opixtrtiiiic  ilt'iitli.  1'lit' 
inciiiiiiiL;'  ol  this  (iocmiicnl  is  clear  to  the  dullest  roiii- 
|ticlieiisioii.  Tlu!  Lords  ol"  'I'rade  wen;  convinced  ol  his 
i^iiill  ;  titert;  ri!iiiuiii(;(l  but  tlu^  usual  le^al  t'ornialities  to 
lie  ^one  through  ;  lh(!y  had  wimj^'IkmI  ail  tla;  inforniiii  ion 
they  had  Imen  al»le  to  colled,  and,  not  withstandint^  I  lit; 
manifold  (;ar(;s  of  war,  th(;y  felt  the  time  had  conic  lor 
action;  the  Mow  was  about  t(»  fall  on  Lawrence  mikI 
pluniri;  him  into  dis<^r|'ac(;,  oi'  |ierha|)S  inllict  U|>on  ium 
some  (;\em|ilai'y  jtunishment.  It,  is  worthy  of  renuii  k 
that  this  despatch  contains  many  ac(;usations  thiit  are 
not  t(.  1)U  found  in  the  lu'titions  (;ited  ahove  ;  which 
proves  that  the  holds  of  Trade  had  r(;c(!ived  informiition 
from  many  oth(;r  (|uart(;rs.  ••  .1//*/  )inniif  itthrr  far  nrxihr 
riionitlflt'K"'  implies,  not  only  that  the  eiimes  tlic} dis- 
tinctly recit»;d  wei'e  enormous,  hut  that  lhos(;  not  men- 
tioned  wen;  far  more    numerous    and    atrocious.     Tin; 


measuie  of  his  iniipiilies  was  full  ;  it  would  soon 
liavi;  overflowed.  Without  <  oiintin^'  his  crimes,  Law- 
renee  alone  had  broken  more  laws  than  all  the  Aeadians 
put  together,  during  the  forty-live  yt;ars  of  ICnglish 
domination. 

It  will  b(;  I'cmembered  that,  wlien  Lawrence  informed 
tin;  Lords  of  Trade  of  the  de[»orlation,  he  especially 
insisted  on  the  economy  he  had  practised  th(;rein.  lie 
|M)inted  out  that  he  had  chartered  the  tvanspoits  at  the 
very  places  to  which  the  Acad 
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a  list  1  have    before    me    shows  what    he    chaiged  the 
nt  I'oi'  tifteen  out  of  seventeen  vessels  ;  seven 
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ire  reported  as  taking  four  months  to  eomj)lete 
the   voyage,  and  are    charged  so   much  a  day  for  four 


months  ;  three  other  vt;ssels  ait;  charLred  so  much  a  di 
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for  live  luoiitlis  ;  two,  so  mudi  a  day  for  six  months; 
two  inoi'o.  for  seven  months;  one  for  eight  months. 
These,  with  the  (Importation  itself  and  Lawrenee's  use 
of  the  Acadian  cattle,  are  probably  some  of  the  '■^xfrmif 
I'crji  /ii'(tr//  clidrycx'"'  and  some  of  the  '•'"rnanif  far  i/reatcr 
enormitii'x"'  to  which  the  Lords  of  Trade  allude.  The 
extreme  Hniit  of  th(!  voyages  these  vessels  made  was 
two  or  ihi'cc  months  at  most.  I  think  I  am  war- 
ranteil  in  believing  that  Lawrencn;  liad  entered  into 
collusion  with  the  company  that  furnislunl  tliese  vessels 
— Apliioip  and  Hancock — who  had  kept  them  at  his 
personal  service  lor  transjjorting  the  live  stock  taken 
from  the  Acadiansand  the  iieans()jour  booty.  Since  the 
Lords  of  Trade  made  this  a  count  in  their  indictment, 
they  nuisl  have  had  i)roof  that  Lawrence  had  retained 
these  vessels  for  a  service  other  than  that  of  the  (lovern- 
ment;  else  their  ranking  this  anionic  the  "heavvi^harffcs" 
would  1k'  meaningless. 

This  lettci'  of  (Ik?  Lords  of  'I'rade  to  Hcleher  was 
essentially  a  [tublic  document  andought  theiefore  to  be 
found  in  the  archives.  It  is  not  tiiere.  It  was  still 
there,  ap[)ai'cntly,  in  ITi^T,  when  IJrown  was  writing. 
It  was  no  lonoer  there  in  1820,  when  Ilaliburton  was 
[iie[)aring  his  Ilisiory;  ui  fact,  at  this  latter  date,  there 
remained  not  a  single  [)ublic  document  of  the  deporta- 
tion peiiod.     Listen  to  lliilibuiton  : 

••  //  h  rfri)  r('i:i(trkahlc  tliat  llifrcan'  no  trctccsof  tliin  iinportant 
evriil  (flic  dcportiiiinii  of  flic  Acditiints)  fo  he  foinid  tniioiiij  tlic 
records  in  flic  Sccrcfari/'s  ({[ficc  at  Halifa.v.  I  could  not  discoi'cr 
tliiit  flic  correspondence  hud  been  preserved,  or  that  the  Orders, 
Rclni'ns  (oiif  Menioriiils  had  even  l)eeti  fi/led  there.  In  the  Icffcr 
boot  of  (rorernor  Lairreiice,  ivhieh  is  still  e.vtant,  no  covunnnica- 
tioti  lo  the  Lords  of  Trade  is  entered  from  the  f^fh  of  Deceniher 
175 'f  to  the  fdh  of  Aiajust  J7f>ii,  if  we  except  a  coiiimon  victualling 


n 


IIAI.IIM'irroN,   ItAMKAT,  CASCiliAIN,  SMITH.        14.") 

roturii.  Till'  ixtrtiritldrs  of  thin  <iff(iii'  sci-ni  U>  Ikiiw  lirvii  cdiTfiilhi 
cinirfdlcd,  iiltlioii^li  it  is  iiol  now  cnsy  to  iissij^n  tlii'  rca.soii.  itiilc.ss 
the  iHoiii's  in'rc,  as  in  truth  tlici/  iiwll  iniyht  lir,  ashattwd  of  the 
truumvtion." 

ll;ilil)iiit()ii  wiis,  lis  I  liiivc!  had  occiisioii  to  observe  al 
llii!  hcoiiiiiiiio-  (if  tliis  work,  a  judoi;  of  the  Sii[»rt'nu' 
("oiii't  of  Nova  Scotia,  tlit!  c'fli'l)iaLi;(l  aullior  of  Snni 
Sitrk,  oik;  of  the  grandest  and  nol)l(;st  cliaiactcirs  on  the 
historic  stage  of  this  Province,  which,  small  as  it  is,  lias 
piochuMid  so  jiiany  remarkahlc  men.  Nine  y<'iii>i  hciore, 
h((  had,  in  the  h)eal  House,  says  Kaniean,  given  vent  to 
his  indignation  in  tliis  way  :  '•''  Tin'  arrJiiveK  of  Ilallfitx 
Viiiiiml  out'  of  a  ))ii/sfi'ri/  ivlu<:li.  jxuph'  trij  to  Iiidc-  ;  omf, 
from  the  little  irr  laio/v  of  thcin.,  tlicrr  is  re<ison  to  Ixlli'rc 
that  important  papcrn  of  differeni  rjfoclm  have  whollij  or 
liardallij  dimppeared."  * 
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*ltiimi'nii,  will)  consulted  flu-  Ardiivi's  of  Nova  Scotia  in  IHflO,  wlicn  the 
('Min|iilt'r  was  iprcparliiK  his  vohirui',  wrote  as  follows  to  ('as;,'rain  :  '  I  ar- 
rived at  Halifax  in  Se|iteMilier  ;  my  friend,  Mr.  Murdoch,  obtained  leave 
for  nie  to  consult  the  aii-hivcs  of  the  (iovernincid.  and  f  made  an  apjiolnl- 
MH'nt  for  the  nextday.  I  presented  myself  at  the  appointed  hour,  and  was 
shown,  on  a  table,  a  euHuber  of  re^'isters  and  volumes  ;  liut  I  was  forbid- 
den to  i-opy  anything,'  or  make  any  extracts  ;  and,  consecpiently,  I  was  re- 
fused the  use  of  papi'r,  pen  or  pencil.  1  was  |ilaced  near  a  table  in  the 
middle  of  a  lai't^e  room  in  whi<'h  eitrht  or  ten  clerks  were  at  work  ;  I  was 
not  K'vcu  a  chair,  so  that  1  ciadd  not  sit  down,  and  so  that  none  of  my 
movements  could  I'scajie  the  notii'c  of  the  clerks. 

•'Such  was  the  situation  in  which  I  was  allowetl  to  consult  the  andiives 
during;  the  terr  days  I  s]ient  in  Halifax. 

•■I  must  say  this  tr'catmcnt  involuntarily  recalled  to  my  mind  what  Ihili- 
burton  relates  of  the  disappointment  hi'  him.sclf  ex|)erienced  in  conMdl- 
iiifi  theso  samo  archives.  I  ri'marked,  as  he  did,  the  jjaps  that  exist  at 
certain  epo(dis  in  tho  arvhivcs,  gaps  which  tho  voluiiu!  published  in  lH(i',» 
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iiri  not   lllieu. 

"  It  is  precisely  to  clear  uj)  thesis  doubts,"  says  Oasgrain,  '•that  I  went 
)  Ijoniloii,so  that  I  niit^ht  make  a  c()mpar.itive  study  in  the  I'lihlic  liicmil 
<>th'i'e  and  the  JSritish  Mnxfinn.  I  must  state  at  the  outset  that  tlie  facility 
with  which  access  is  f^riinted  to  these  ar'chives  fcji-rns  a  str'ikiiiK  contrast 
with  the  systein  of  mistrust  set  up  at  Halifax.  I  must  also  add  that  I 
found  th(*  proof  that  iiry  suspii-ions  wer-e  only  too  well  (.^rounded.  Tho 
yojunio  of  tho  Anihives  published  at  Halifax  has  evidently  been  corn- 
piled  with  a  view  to  justify  the  di>portation  of  th(<  Acndinns.  To  this  end, 
tliernostcompromisiiif^  documents  have  been  systematically  eli mi rrated  anrl 
left  iu  the  shade.  Let  It  bo  borne  in  mind  tliat  tho  Cumpilur  of  this  vol- 
I O 
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Tliis  opinion  was  disputed  at  tlio  time  ;  but,  when  he 
published  his  History,  nine  years  hiter,  Ilaliburton  reit- 
(Miited  his  aeeusation  in  the  same  way.  Nobody  knows 
with  certainty  whether  tliese  doeuments  were  destroyed 
or  merely  hidden  away  ;  but  a  host  of  indications  point 
to  I  he  c!onclusion  tliat  they  disai)peared  gradually  be- 
tween 1T.")()  and  1800,  and  that  they  wi^  abstracted  by 
ilu!  princi[)al  accomplices  in  the  d(  -I'tation  and  by 
their  children.  Have  we  not  seen  that  Brown  secured 
.Indge  Morris's  famous  report  in  the  Archives  and  got  it 
copied  by  the  judge's  son  ?  Has  it  iu)t  disappeared 
from  the  Archives  since?  Were  it  not  for  theiinding of 
liiown's  MS.,  that  document  would  have  been  lost 
forever.  Have  we  not  seen  another  document  whicli 
liulkeley,  after  liis  retirement  from  the  service,  sliowed 
Hrown  ?  Why  was  it  in  Hulkeley's  hands  and  not  in 
the  Archives?  Does  not  Ilaliburton  tell  us  that  Law- 
rence's Ijctter-book  ican  still  extant  when  he  wrote,  but 
tluit  all  the  letters  from  17o4  to  1750,  with  one  trifling 
exception,  had  disa})peared  ?  Note,  moreover,  that  since 
the  letter-book  itaelf  was  still  extj;nt,  the  missing  let- 
ters must  have  been  ilctached  and  taken  away.  Is  not 
this  a  tangible  proof  of  abstraction  forsome  cause  which 
Ilaliburton  rightly  attributed  to  shame?  And  this 
letter  of  the   Lords  of  Trade  to   Helcher  immediately 


umi-  tins  uo  riKbt  to  im'tfiul  that  liti  did  uot  know,  for  ho  himself  siiow.'* 
ill  scvonil  ()la('t>n  that  ho  has  studied  the  ofllcial  documents  of  the  I'lihlic 
Hfcord  offive,  in  order  to  collate  them  with  those  of  Halifax.  lu  my  tiiru 
I  have  collated  th»>  Halifax  compilation  with  tho  originals  in  the  Piihlic 
li'i-rnril  Office  in  Loudon,  aud  I  ascertained  tliat  there  are  consideraMe 
omissions  of  matters  si  csseutial  as  to  cliaugo  tho  whole  com])lexioii  of 
affairs." 

i'hilip  H.  Smith  says  on  the  same  subject  :  "Tho  deportation  was  ('i)n- 
ductcd  in  si>  heartless  a  manner  that,  as  though  by  common  con.sent,  tho 
reports  of  details  have  been  jiurposely  destroyed,  and  historiaua  have  passed 
over  it  with  only  an  allusion,  as  if  unable  to  record  the  shame  of  tho  trans- 
action." 
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after  Lawrence's  deatli,  so  iin[)orliiiii,  so  fatal  to  the 
theory  of  those  who,  like  Parkiisaii,  strive  to  whitew<i.sli 
Lawrence  and  his  aceonipliees,  whine  was  it?  It  was  in 
the  Aiehives  in  1787  ;  it  was  no  lonj(er  there  in  1820  ; 
it  was  not  there  in  18;")!)  when  Kanieaii  wrote  ;  nor  was 
it  there  in  I8(!r)  wiien  Mnrdoeh  composed  his  History, 
for  I  have  too  much  trust  in  his  honor  to  sn{)p()se  him 
capahle  of  ignoring  it  if  it  had  been  in  the  Aichivcs. 
And  was  not  the  Com[)ilei'  ol)ligcd  to  aj)ply  to  th(!  Cn- 
lonial  Iterordu  in  London  to  fill  some  of  the  Halifax  gaps? 
And  why,  after  thus  considting  the  Colonial  Ke(H)rds, 
has  he  not  given  a  small  coiner  of  his  volume  to  this 
important  letter  of  tiie  Lords  of  Trade  to  Hehdier, dated 
March  8d,  1701?  Will  he  pretend  that,  by  a  strange 
coincidence,  its  disappearance  at  Halifax  was  repeat('(l 
in  Lon(U)n  ?  If  so,  then  there  nuist  have  been  a  regular 
plot  with  distant  ramilications  ;  and  sui;h  a  su|)position 
is  ridiculous.  Tliat  document  had,  ind(!ed,  disai)])ean'd 
from  the  Halifax  Archives  ;  but  it  was  really  in  the  Co- 
lonial Ke(!ords.  He  might  have  secured  it  with  the  otlun* 
documents  he  got  there:  but  he  did  not  dare  to  i)roduce 
it,  not  be(;ause  it  was  unimportant  but  because  it  was 
too  important. 

To  these  numerous  accusations  distinctly  formulated 
against  I^awrence,  coming  from  the  most  lespectabh; 
sources  ami  covering  all  the  brani;h(!Sof  the  public  serv- 
ice, I  will  add  another  from  Dr.  Brown,  which  dis- 
closes what  the  citizens  of  Halifax  thought  of  the 
depoi'tation  at  the  very  time  it  was  being  carried  out. 
Tn  a  letter  which  it  would  ]>e  very  interesting  to  know, 
Ijawrence  had  communii;ated  to  his  actomplice  Hos- 
caweu  the  anxiety  he  ftdt  at  the  way  the  citizens  of 
Halifax    blamed    his    conduct    towai'ds    the    Acadians. 
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Hi-owii    adds    till!     followiiijjf    lemarks     to     iJoscawou's 
answer  diitod  St'pt.  :i')tli,  17 ')8  : 

"Tliis  letter  iippiMi-s  to  lu'  in  tin-  liundwritinf?  of  the  iiitrojnd 
Ailininil.  The  ronijtltfiiilfi  of  the  jicojtlc  of  Il(tlifii.\\  (ind  irJIiT- 
/,'.)*/,<!  ()/  mtiini  irifli  rrsjxrt  to  the  Aciidian  rniionil,  imr  the 
Kiihji'ct  of  (iisiiKictiKtc  irith  d'orcnior  Ldinrncc.  H(»  coiiiiniiiu- 
ciitcd  tlicm  to  Hosciiwen.  luit  '  Ilcttrt  of  (hik'  dcspiscil  tlicin. 
I  lis  I'l'cliti^'s  do  not  scciu  to  liiivc  Ix'cn  very  eximisile.  when  tho 
siiirerin^'s  of  an  enemy  were  investif^iited.  His  hatred  of  tli«* 
I'renc'li  was  too  niueli  of  th((  ohl  English  make,  a  personal 
antii)athy,  an  instinctive  aversion." 
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This  removes  all  douht  as  to  tlie  opinion  tlio  i)eop]e 
of  Halifax  entertained  about  tlie  deportation.  'IMiese 
a:iiinadversions  must  liave  been  pretty  general,  and 
must  have  ])eeu  manifested  jjretty  o[)enly  lujfore  they 
eoiild  dis(}uiet  a  man  like  Lawrence,  who  eared  so  little 
for  the  o[)inions  and  feelino's  of  his  subji^cts,  so  long  as 
lie  was  absolute  master;  and  it  must  therefore  be  ad- 
mitted that,  in  the  eyes  of  those  who  witnessed  the 
•  Acadian  removal,"  that  act  was  deemed  an  inicpiity. 
I'or  any  one  that  takes  the  trouble  to  ponder  over  the 
full  siyniiicance  of  this  testimonv,  its  value  as  corrob- 
orative  evidence  (;amiot  l)ut  be  recooiiized.  Lawrence, 
with  his  Avell-known  skill,  witb  his  retinue  of  syco- 
phants interested  in  humoring  him,  could  easily  mould 
public  opinion.  Events  seemed  to  favor  his  purjjose ; 
the  war,  now  carried  on  with  spirit,  kept  alive  those 
national  animosities  that  had  long  been  so  intense  ;  the 
l^eople,  so  utterly  dependent  on  a  militar}^  ruler,  might 
hope  to  profit,  directly  or  indii'ectly,  by  the  spoils  of 
the  Acadians,  especially  by  their  lands.  And  yet  all 
these  motives,  I  am  ha])py  to  say,  could  not  prevail 
against  the  strong  feelings  and  the  natural  rectitude  of 
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till'  i)i!()[il('.  AlU;r  honor  lias  hceii  driviMi  from  high 
stiition  by  thi;  ever  (liiiigeioiis  iiii[mlse  of  self-iiiteiest, 
it  will  yet  he  fouiiil  ainoiig  the  peo[)le.  lirown  \Viis  Init 
the  echo  of  th(!  popular  sentiiueiil  in  his  time  when  he 
»l('ii()iiiu!e(l  the  dcqKM'tatiou  in  scathing  terms. 

This  same  Dr.  Hiown  ndates  at  some  length  an 
ano(!(lole  in  whit^h  he  himself  ligiired,  and  which  points 
clearly  to  the  persistence  of  this  same  frame  of  mind  in 
Halifax  when  he  was  writing.  I  briefly  sum  U])  his 
account:  "  Each  time  a  public  discussion  was  raised  on 
the  question  of  the  deportation,  tlicre  foax  (jreat  excite- 
int'nf  ill  fill'  (uiiii/)  of  the  old  si't-vn/ifs  of  Lawrence  >« 
(government.  WluMi  Ilayual  published  his  work,  what 
related  to  the  Acadians  was  printed  in  full  in  one  of 
the  T [all fax  iU!WS[);i.pers.  Bulkeley  and  .Judge  I)es- 
cham])s  took  alarm  ;  the  publication  of  this  article;  they 
looked  upon  as  a  ])ersonal  insult,  'i'ogether  they  drew 
up  a  reply,  which  they  published  with  great  ostenta- 
tion. It  was  handed  to  me  by  .ludge  Desehanips,  who 
thoui/ht  it  an  unanswerable  defence. 


•' L:it('r.  in  ITSfl,  Messrs.  Cocliran  and  Howe  founded  thcii 
'  Magazine.'  Nut  knowinj.';  tlic  sensitiveness  of  the  otiier  gentle- 
men with  regard  to  the  deportation,  they  repro(Uiced  tlie  offend- 
ing pa.ssage  from  Raynal.  Messrs.  Huliieley  and  Desohamps 
were  (juite  as  iniicli  offench'd  at  it  as  tiiev  liad  heen  tiie  liist  time. 
The}'  again  determined  to  rejjly.  As  I  had  jireserved  tiie  copy  t)f 
thp  newspaper  wincli  contained  tlieirionner  reply,  T  was  awakened 
very  early  in  the  morning  hy  Judge  Desehamps  himself,  win 
earnestly  hegged  of  me  to  hatid  him  that  newspajwr  and  the  other 
documents  h(^  had  «'ntrusted  io  me. 

"  Mr.  Cochran,  wliose  sitnafioii  diif  not  oJloir  of  lii.f  xutkintj  ^^ 
memiefi  of  mioli  injtiicntial  nieii.  rosir/nrit  Jiiiiiscif  to  jnihli^Ji  Jii(h;i'   '-^ 
De.'icliatnpH''  reply,  adding,    irittiont  nifen'inj  info  ttie  merits  of  the 
ilitestion,  some  remarks  tliat  cast  dcubt  upon  the  veracity  of  Ray- 
nal." 
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At  the  close  ol'  this  iinecdole  Ihowii  dhseives  :  "Al- 
though I  eiiii  take  \\\)on  n\e,  from  a  pa uiful  esami nation 
of  the  whole  matter,  that  Ka^nial  neither  knew,  nor  sns- 
jK'eted  the  tenth  part  of  the  distresses  of  tlie  Aeadians, 
and  that,  excepting  the  massacre  of  St.  Hartlioleniew, 
I  know  of  no  act  equally  reprehensihle  as  the  Acadian 
removal." 

Such  an  expression  of  opinion  supposes  in  a  man  of 
Brown's  cliaraeter  very  deep  convictions.  The  avowal 
was  evidently  distressing  :  '•\frinn  a  />ahfiil  examination 
of  the  whole  matter.''  Me  hints  clearly  enough  elsewliere 
his  conviction  that  the  secret  motive  of  the  de[)ortation 
was  none  other  than  a  si)ecuhition  of  Jiawience's  in  the 
live  stock  of  the  Aeadians.  With  those  who  seek  to 
form  a  correct  and  inij)artiiil  jndgnieiit,  the  f)})inions  of 
this  good,  high-minded  and  sympathetic  man,  of  this 
contemporary  chronicler,  have  far  more  weight  than 
tliose  of  a  mere  collector  of  interesting  anecdotes  like 
I'arkman.  Brown  wiote  soon  after  the  deportation, 
when  it  was  fully  consummated,  when  peace  and  quiet 
reigned  over  America.  This  was  a  more  favorahle  time 
than  would  have  l)ccn  the  very  moment  of  the  deporta- 
tion. Contenq)orary  oiheial  documents  are.  of  course, 
valuable  ;  but  they  are  often  one-sided  ])i-esentments  by 
interested  parties.  But,  as  the  story  I  have  just  given 
shows,  Bi'own  lived  in  familiar  intercourse  with  the 
authors  of  the  deportation  ;  he  knew  all  the  points  of 
their  defence,  which  had  been  [ileaded  more  than  once 
by  a  judge  ;  he  had  examined  and  weighed  all  tlie  writ- 
ten and  verbal  evidence.  His  o])inion  has  the  force  of 
a  judicial  sentence,  the  rather  as  the  case  was  tried  in 
the  absence  of  the  Aeadians,  as  the  decision  is  against 
the  party  piesent  in  court,  against   fellow-cf)untrymen 
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and   perhaps   aii^ainst    friends  whom  he  niiglit  wish  to 
save  from  liistoric  infamy. 

We  liave  reason  to  believe  that,  even  before  tlie  de- 
jiortation,  when  Lawrence  was  pei'secnting  the  Aeadians, 
seizing  their  ai-ms,  imi)risoiiing  tlieir  delegates,  the  peo- 
ple of  Halifax  nmrnuired  against  this  treatment.  This 
seems  to  be  implied  in  the  following  order,  which  no 
donbt  alhides  directly  to  the  blame  bronght  upon  him 
in  Halifax  by  this  persecnlion.  The  order  is  dated 
.Inly  4th,  17')'),  the  veiy  day  after  the  imprisonment  of 
the  liist  Acadian  delegates. 

••  Whereas  busy,  ill-disposed,  caballing  and  malicious  pei'sons, 
have  wickedly  and  irifli  tin  intent  of  nsnrjjhi"  jxtu-cr  in  this  Prov- 
ince to  themselves,  inrcntt'd  and  \)nbUHlied  falxc  amJ  ncanilaloKs 
n'/iorts  irJlvvtuKj  on  the  antlior  It  j  (Did  admin  int  ration  of  Govern - 
went.  .  .  For  the  more  etT(>ctual  prevention  of  such  mischiefs,  it 
is  n»solved  by  the  Lieut. -(lovernor  and  Council  that,  if  any  person 
or  persons,  shall  after  the  publication  of  tiiis  act  .  .  .  prei^nme  to 
idter.  pnhlinh  anil  declare  aitij  iHsinnationn  or  rejtorts  reftectinji: 
on  the  administration  of  the  Government,  the  person  or  persons 
so  olfending  shall  "... 

After  having  l)een  led  astray  by  the  evil  influence 
Avhich  a  despot  always  exercises  over  the  people  about 
liim,  many  of  the  actors  in  this  drama  Avere  apparently 
realizing,  in  Brown's  time,  the  odiousness  of  their  co- 
operation. They  had  been  misled  by  Lawrence's  diplo- 
macy ;  they  had  not  seen  till  all  was  done  and  over  the 
motives  that  actuated  him;  in  their  good  faith  they  had 
becMi  deceived.  In  the  calm  of  aftcil bought  they  had 
been  able  to  rearrange  the  sequence  of  events  and  to 
discover  the  secret  intrigues  that  had  warjjcd  their 
judgment.  It  would  l»e  unfair  to  ])ass  a  sweeping  con- 
dcnniation  on  the  inlentioiis  of  ilu'sc  nicii.     Wc  niav 
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and  tlo  I'uprobiite  till!  (K'fil ;  huL  to  extend  our  re{)rol)ii- 
tioii  to  tin;  iiileiitioiis  oi"  iill  siil)oi(liiiiito  iiutors  were 
pr(;sum[)tiioiis  iniioniiiL't!  and  too  sweepint,'  to  Ik-  just. 

lirown  in'ives  us  inlorniiition  ol"  iiiestiniablo  value  to 
lii.storiaus,  for  lie  tells  us  what  was  the  oj)iiiion  of  llu; 
uonteniporaiies  and  witnesses  of  the  events  he  (U'serilu^s. 
Nor  is  this  the  opinion  of  stransijers  who  are  indifferent 
or  of  adv(!rsaries  who  are  hostile,  hut  of  the  j)ers(»ns 
under  Lawreiute's  own  jurisdiction.  It  a[>i»eais  evident 
that  tlu;  eiti/ensof  Halifax  weii;  divideil  into  two  parties 
on  this  question  of  tlu;  de[)ortation  :  on  one  side,  Liiw- 
renee's  eouneillors  and  favorites,  on  whom  ^  he  had 
lavished  the  ])eopUrs  money  hy  reduplieated  sah'^ies 
and  other  ino-enious  eontiivanees  "*  as  one  of  the  peti- 
tions eited  above  says  ;  on  the  olhei',  the  remainder  of 
the  ]>opulati()n,  those  who  were  y'roanino-  under  l^iiw- 
renees  oppression.  In  otluu'  words,  his  eonduet  Mas 
approved  or  excusi'd  by  those  who  weie  interested  in 
this  approval  or  excuse,  and  blamed  by  those  who  were 
disinterested. 

Neither  is  it  surprisiiisr  that  Judf;e  Desehamps  and 
Bnlkeley,  sometime  secretary  of  the  ('ouneil,  took 
ofTenee,  as  Brown  says,  at  all  that  was  said  oi*  j>nblished 
against  the  deportation.  Had  they  not  received  in 
divers  ways  the  price  of  their  complicity?  Paikman 
and  some  other  writers  have  not  been  eager  to  inform 
the  public  that  the  complicity  of  Lawrence's  favorites 
was  liberally  rewarded  by  numerous  favors.  We  should 
have  been  interested  in  learning  that  eaeli  of  the  (^hief 
agents  in  the  plot  received  20.000  acres  of  tlie  lands 
that  belonyed  to  the  Acadians.  T  have  not  tried  to 
ferret  out  all  the  details  of  these  tempting  gratuities  : 
but  what  we  are  told  by  the  two  principal  liistorians  of 
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tlit'M'  (jvt'iits   may  siillicr.      I  Iiililtiiilnn.   at    |!aL,''<'   I'H)  ut' 
till'  lirst  v(^luni(!  of  his  History  of  Xova  Scotia,  says  : 

'•'riic  crops  of  wheat  wliicli  tlic  Acadiaiis  raised  wei'e  .so  siijiir- 
ahuudiiiil,  lliat.  for  inatiy  years  i)revioiis  to  tlieir  e.\|>iiisioii,  tiiey 
exported  a  nr''at  <piaiitity  to  tlie  Hostoii  iiiarUel.  Alllioii^^li  '///- 
mviliiitihi  on-iipii'ii  \)\  tlie  l"',iij;lisli.  niter  tlie  de|)oi'tafioii  of  tlie>e 
Ulifortuiiale  people,  it  iniderweiit  no  iiintcriiil  rliniKjcx  inilil  (he 
lust  twenty  years  (IHIO).  Tiie  most  v;diial)le  iiiiids  were  (jrdiihd 
to  j^entlemen  residiiij^  at  Halifax,  anioiij;'  wlioiii  were  iimnji  <>/ 
Ilis  Mdjislj/'s  ('(iiiiicil.  Tlial  portion  of  it  wliicli  fell  into  the 
hands  of  resident  proprietors,  inix  iliridrd  (uiioiii/  n  far  imliriil- 
ind.s.  Tims  was  introdnced  a  system  of  tenantry,  which,  in  Nova 
Scotia,  neither  contrihntes  to  tin'  improvement  of  the  soil,  nor  the 
prolit  of  the  Umdlord."' 

If  I'iirkinuii,  iil'ttu'  lifty  yv.uvs  of  study,  lias  not  been 
lucky  enough  lo  coiiu!  across  this  jjitorostiiit^'  passage 
of  (lu;  (listin<:]fuish(!(l  historian,  he  oucfht  iit  least,  1  think 
to  have  reniiirkcd  what  Murdoch  says  at  piige  528, 
vol.  II.  of  his  History.  Ho  produces  a  des[)atol»  from 
(iovernor  liegge  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  Lord  Dai't- 
luoutli,  which  mentions  incidentally  those  grants  of  land 
Halihurton  speaks  of.  We  read  that  the  Lords  of  Trad(» 
disa[)pr()vedof  tlniui,  andhy  a  soi't  of  compromise,  reduced 
the  amount  from  20,000  to  r),00()  acres.  Some  of  the 
names  of  the  grantees  are  given,  among  others  tho.se  of 
lielcluir,  who  succeeded  Lawrence,  and  of  Morris,  rfter- 
ward  judg(i  and  the  author  of  that  remarkal)le  memorial 
which  I  have  analyzed  and  in  which  he  concludes  that 
the  A(;adians  '""Kwrc.  at  all  evcntx  to  he  rooted  (nit."  We 
are  not  told  if  Lawrence  had  secui'cd  for  himself  a  part 
of  these  grants  ;  his  prefeience  seems  to  have  hei'n  for 
the  live  stock  and  other  movables  easily  exchanged  foi* 
hard  cash:  but  there  is  not  the  least  doubt  of  his  taking 
the  lion's  share.     Ought  not  all  these    facts    to   have 
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oiK'iied  I'iiikiniiu's  eyus  to  tlm  iiiotivos  uC  the  (loixntii- 
tioii?  And  yi't.  lie  setMiis,  on  ihv  coiitnirv,  lo  luive 
msoluUily  ('.1().s(mI  iIilmm  to  any  roiisoniilih'  solution  ol'  tin? 
proWliiHi,  in  onlor  to  niy.stify  his  readers  by  his  shameful 
Pichoii  tricks  (ses  l*i(!honiieries). 

I  venture  to  think  J  have  kept  my  promise  that  I 
would  j)rove  Lawreniiii's  intei-ested  motivcis.  To  require 
more  direct  evidc^nce  would  be  unreasonable.  I  cannot 
])()int  to  any  (;ommissiou  of  in(|uiry  or  to  any  sentence 
(»f  a  law  court ;  but  shoi't  of  su(!h  legal  foi-malities, 
nothiujjj  is  wantinijf  to  his  condemnation,  which,  as  the 
Lords  of  Tra(h!'s  letter  to  HeUdier  shows,  wius  already 
comi)lete  as  fai-  as  tlu;  Home  (lovernment  was  con- 
cerned, and  would  have  been  soon  followtid  by  utter  dis- 
t»iiU!(%  had  not  the  irrim  rcaptsr  stepped  in  and  (claimed 
his  own.  It  is  obvious  that  Lawiinute,  notwithstanding 
his  astuteness,  had  lun  a  fearful  risk  wlien  he  deported  the 
Atadians  without  the  or(Uuvs  and  against  the  expressed 
intentions  of  the  Home  Government.  His  methods,  the 
studied  concealment  or  the  half-revcniling  of  his  [)ur- 
pose,  the  precautions  with  which  he  surrounded  himself, 
tlic  haste  with  wliich  he  pressed  the  execution  of  the 
job  before  receiving  a  reply  to  his  ambiguous  letters  ; 
all  these  ami  many  others  are  signs  of  the  deliberation 
with  which  he  had  ])layed  a  game  that  might  at  any 
moment  entail  the  ruin  of  his  future  and  the  loss  of  his 
honor.  He  was  too  far-seeing  not  to  have  weighed 
and  measured  this  risk.  Then,  why  did  he  expose  him- 
self to  this  awful  danger,  unless  he  cherished  a  hope 
great  enough  to  outweigh  what  was  now  trembling  in 
the  balance  ?  And  what  otlu;r  liope  could  he  have  than 
to  make  a  fortune  out  of  the  spoils  of  his  victims? 
>ny    other    inference    would  seem    absurd.     Even    if 


II.,  I  i;aiiii:i;i;|)  his  M;sr. 
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\\i'  li;i(l  ii(»l  till'  iiiiiiH'iniis  prool's  we  iKtw  jxjssrss 
ii^iiinsi  Liiw  iciict'.  we  iiii^lit  still  iirniif  w  ii  li  i  ijLforoii.s 
Idoic  in  liiis  way  :  Siiict;  it  is  iihsuliitfly  tcitMiii  tliiit. 
liis  (•((inicilldis  \v(!i{^  i'(i\vai'(lf(l  lur  llicii  ((Hiiiilicity 
ill  the  (Icportiiiioii.  Lawromu',  \vln>  alone  laii  tlic  risk, 
iimst  iu;cc!ssaiily  liavr  rewarded  liiiiiseli'  eitliei  in  lands 
oi'  in  livt!  stock  or  in  hotli  at  oimt;.  Since  lie  was 
disli()n<ist  iMi()tlt>li  to  let  otiieis  enricli  tlieniselves  hy 
sncli  inclliods,  lie  must  have  heeii  dishonest  ciioimii 
to  leatlier  his  own  nost,  unless  hi;  was  a  I'ool,  which  he 
certainly  was  not.  The  bandit  chief  who  risks  his 
liherty  iiiid  life  in  the  pcrjxitration  of  his  crimes  never 
does  so  witJKHit  a]»|>ro|iri;itine-  a  part  of  the  l)ooty.  This 
aitfumeiit,  taken  in  conmutioii  with  the  mass  of  proofs 
I  have  pro(hiced.  with  the  many  links  I  liave  welded 
toLi'eLlier,  comphstt^s  tlu;  cliain  of  evideiici!  that  must 
liiiid  I^awi'ence  for  all  tiiiu!  io  the;  scoui'g'ing  posl  of 
hisloi'y. 

True,  we  cannot,  without  hjathiny-.  think  that  a  man 
has  lieeii  found  inhuman  (.'iiouu'li  to  expatriate  a  wliole 
peojile  ill  order  to  enricli  himself  with  their  [)ropeity. 
I'linhli!  to  doulii  his  speculations  in  the  live  stock  and 
the  lands  of  the  Acadiaiis,  we  should  he  inclined  to 
doiihlthat  tlu;  spoliiilioii  was  premeditated,  were  such  a 
doubt  possible  ;  but  it  is  not.  His  crime  is  hoi'i'ible.  it 
exceeds  our  wildest  imaninin^s  :  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  we  know  that  in  all  ;il;('s  and  in  all  stations  of  life 
there  hiive  been  men  whose  crimes  weri;  so  incredible  as 
to  admit  of  no  limit  s;ive  tlint  of  their  [lower  to  per- 
])etrat(!  them.  Not  pi-cmcdit;iie(l  I  A  man  who  never/ 
uttered  a  word  of  pity  at  the  sioht  of  the  desolation  he 
was  causintr.  who  t^iive  instructions  that  the  men  should 
be  seized  and  deported  to  certain  countries,  and  that  the 
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woiiii'ii  sliiHild  Im'  sri/.('(l  lalcr  and  dcpoittMl  tu  otlici' 
comiliius,  with  s|»('ciiil  it'c(»iimii!ii(liitioiis  to  tli'j  (Jovcr- 
liois  ol"  those  coiuiti'n's  lo  1<('('|>  th(.'iii  coiistaiitly  iiikIlt 
watch,  that  man  was  (jtiitc!  capabh)  of  pft'in('tlitatiii<f  his 
ciiiiu!  witli  a  view  to  s|)oliatioM.  Not  picnu'ditatt'd  ! 
Tho  man  whosi;  oppi'cssion  of  his  own  coiiiiti ymeii  was 
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iibcarahlo,  who  siK-cuhited  in  all  tlu!  hiaiichos   of  llu 


public  scM'vicc,   was  ([uito  capahh; — wcru   iu! 


ni'ihy 
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only  halt'  llu;  charj^cs  made  a_<fainst  him  l»y  the  [x'oplo 
under  his  rule  and  by  tla^  Lords  ol"  'I'radc — of  plotting' 
tlu!  deportation  as  a  steppinq'-stone  to  wealth.  (Ircsit 
criminals  like!  him  ar(!  omnivorous  in  their  <'rccd.     Not 
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emeditated  I      A  man  who.  lil<(!  Lawrence,  liom  beii 
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a  poor  a|)]ircntice  to  a.  house-painli;r,  raises  hinisell'  in  a 
few  yt!ars  to  the  rank  of  l5ii<ra(lier-(Jeneral  and  to  the 
dignity  of  j^overnor  of  a  province,  leav(!s  nothiiii^-  !o 
ehanc(f.  At  a  jK-riod  when  [)roinotion  was  almost  closed 
to  a  plebeian,  he  must  have  had  no  ordinary  tahtnt  for 
intrinnini;',  his  combinations  must  have  been  skilful  and 
deliberalt'.  his  pur[)ose  w(dl  delined  and  all  the  sle])S 
thereto  carefully  i)re[)ared  and  stronirly  fortilied.  Not 
premeditated  I  Unforeseen  temptations  liave  little  j)la(e 
in  the  lives  of  plotters  and  schemers;  they  hal)itua!ly 
anticipate  them  all;  they  are  tlu;ir  own  lenii)teis. 
Now  there  were,  at  the  v(!ry  lowest  estimate,  a  hundu'd 
thousand  head  of  live  stock  ;  what  to  do  with  them  was 
a  (luestion  that  arose  of  itself  at  the  outset,  a  diflieulty 
that  stared  one  in  the  face  like  tin;  sun  at  ]\\^r^\  iioon,  it 
was  th(!  first  question   an  intelliqcMi'    eh     I  would   ha\e 


asked  ;  and  are  we  to  believe  th. 
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nee,  the  bouse- 


]ialnter's  apprentice  who  had  risi  <y  sheer  braii  (>W(!r 
to  the  (Tovernorship,  was  innoceuL  ■  'ou'j'i  not  to  have 
th()UL,dit  out  the   whole  problem   before  uuid,  Avhtiu    he 


<iiivi(»rsNi;ss  <ii'   I'lii':  (  attm;  i)ii'i'irii,i\ . 
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liiul  lorL'sccii  iiiiil  ici^iihitfd  ihf  siiiiillcsl  dcliiils  dI'  tlii' 
<l(!pi)l't;itinii  uith  (li;ilii)li('al  precision  '/  NoiistMisc  ! 
Kvcrytliiiitj  iimsi  Imvc  Ix't-ii  prcip.ucd  jiidI  iiiappcil  out 
loiij;  Ix'ion'.  I  liiviii^'' ill  ii,  few  ycius  I'l-aclicd  a  post  ol' 
honor  that  would  liiivc  da/./,led  a  iiificiy  lucky  iipstait. 
liaviii'f  n'ot  (licic  by  dint  of  pi'actisiiijr  all  llii;  arts  lliat 
servo  to  elevato  skilful  iiitritfucrs,  in;  fi-lL  the  waul  of 
uoallli.  lie  hoped  sliorlly  to  be  promoted  to  a  widei' 
spliert;.  With  opulence  he  could  land  at  a  hound  on 
the  highest  atlainahlo  elevation.  The  painter's  appren- 
tice, ulio  had  heeii  clever  enough  to  liiid  out  how  to 
buconu!  ifovenior,  would  surelv  Ih;  abh;  lo  understand 
still  better  what  he  must  do  to  attain  a  yet  hii^hcr  [)osi- 
tion,  and.  beiiiif  a  despot,  he  would  <lo  it. 

Haliburton  was  weit^hiii!^'  his  words  well  when  he 
said  the  disap|)(!arance  of  the  documents  could  be  at- 
tributed only  to  shame.  'I'lu;  sanu!  motive  caused  the 
conliscation  of  the  Aeadians"  archives  one  month  before 
their  arrest. 

Anothei'  cause  that  may  have  contributed  somewhat 
to  raise  ill  Lawrence's  mind  the  idea  of  the  deportation 
■was  the  unprecedented  and  extraordinary  submissiveness 
of  the  Acadiaus,  which  at  any  rate  ensured  to  the  exe- 
cution of  that  crime  a  success  that  would  otherwise  be 
inexplicable. 
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flmriictcr   ski'icli  nf  i'nrkmaii     His    iil 


aiKl    \\ii\s 


Murdoch, 


ll;ilil>mt()ri.l'iniii)licll.  IJrown.  L()ti,:;ri'lli)\\,  llic  comjiilcr — lirook 
W'iltsnn.  Moses  dc  Ics  Dcrilicrs. 

Tins  (lispfrsioii  cil'  a  people,  this  "  Lnsi  C/iffptrr 
In  Aiiii'n'fiiii  /liKlnri/,"  as  llie  lilleol'  IMiilip  II.  Siiiilirs 
reniail\al)ly  lioiiest  work  |tuts  it,  has  liillicilo  hciMi  a 
riddUi  (hat  has  hotii  attiaeted  and  repelh'd  mail}- 
wi'iters.  Some  ol"  lliem,  hoiiesl  and  upi'iy'iit.  incapable' 
of  coMceivino'  (he  oioantie  frand  u(  (lie  hoKoni  of  i(  alh 
or  of  guossin<r  (Iio  cause  ol"  lh(!  ahseneo  of  (h)cunu'nls, 
found  (heinseives,  in  oood  faith,  consd'ained  to  nia<>iiitv 
the  Aeadians*  faults,  to  suppost'  more  (hiin  facts 
wai'ianted,  in  order  to  harmoni/e  and  I'xplain  what 
seemed,  in  any  otliei-  hy|)()thesis,  uuexplainal)le  and  (hs- 
eordant.  Not  being  in  a  position  to  pent'tnile  the  mo(ives 
of  Lawrence  and  his  accom[)lii  es.  they  havt;  accepted 
all  (heir  un[)i'()ve(l  and  in(ei'eslcd  accusati(tns.      Among 
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iiav.    Others,  like  I lalihurton.  Smith,  Bancroft,  Uameau 


iiiid  ( "asoraiiKinore  wary,  and  perlia|)s  more  persjiieaei 


tons. 


led 


discerned  and  poi 


iited  out   this  abscMicc  of  docuinen(s 


th(.'ir  susi)ieions  weri'  arouscul,  and  their  conclusioii  w; 


in  uiHMjUivocal  condemnation  ot   the  criine 
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rown  IS 


the  onlyone  who,  thanks  to  his  position,  (o  the  time  and 
{)hu'e  in  which  he  lived,  has  succeeded  in  ch'aring  ujt  the 
mystery.     Ilis  manusm-ipt.  found  after  a  longinterval,  is 
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lis  riddle  of  a  centurv. 
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AiioiIkm'  w'lilci',  I  i'<'L;i('t  (()  siiy,  siiju^rliciiil  and  dis- 
honest, improviiif;-  on  liis  pitMlt'iHjssors  »»1'  tin;  first  ciiUi- 
gory,  t(titiiringd(K!nnu!iitsiili't'iidy  tortured  and  inntilaltul, 
taking  no  atM^onnt  of  liu;  jndicial  tcnipt;!'  that  ought  to 
jKHionipany  the;  Irno  liisloiian,  has  tried  his  hand  at  fvi-ry 
kind  of  snhtcM-i'ugt!  to  jnstity  wliat  is  unjnsti(ial»h!.  I 
allude,  of  course,  to  I*arknian.  'iV)  Ix;  frank,  I  helit  v(! 
him  to  he,  of  all  writers  I  am  aecjuainted  with,  the  most 
Buhtilely  one-sidtMl,  the  ntost  expert  in  the  art  of  de('t'|t- 
tion.  His  woik  is  the  lirst  I  read  on  the  suhjet^t  I  am 
now  handling,  and  I  confess,  in  all  humility,  that  he 
deceived  me  ;  for  a  long  time  I  helieved  in  his  sincerity 
and  took  his  j)art  against  those  who  attackcid  him.  it 
was  only  when  I  went  on  to  consult  oOicial  sourci;s  and 
then  to  compaie  his  miithods,  that  1  hccame  firmly  con- 
vinced what  a  thoiough  impostui'e  his  woik  is.  ih; 
has  reduced  historical  trickery  to  a  liiui  ait.  which  pi'c- 
sents  aiMuions,  though  not  difficult  stiuly,  of  the  use  of 
languagi'  to  conceal  onii's  thoughts. 

By  tem[)cramcnt  he  stands  midway  hcitweeu  the 
liistorian  and  the  novcdist.  lie  lacks  the  ex(iuisitt;  deli- 
cacy of  the  latter,  the  kindness,  lofty  charactci'  and  love 
of  truth  necessary  for  the  former.  Not  wishing  to  re- 
main a  mere  story-tcdler,  he  preferred  to  rise  to  tlu; 
level  of  history,  for  which  he  was  in  no  way  ada[)icd, 
as  he  j)ossessed  none  of  the  essential  re([uisites  of  the 
historian.  Ilis  hi'illiant  (]ualiti(!S  as  a  narrator  wcie, 
how(!Vt!r,  of  great  assistan<'(i  for  transient  success,  and 
he  us(hI  and  misused  them  to  the  utmost.  To  inlciest 
and  charm  was  his  principal  ohji'd.  and  he  pursued  it 
most  successfully  ;  on  this  scoic  his  nieiits  are  as  great 
as  they  are  uncthallcngcd.  lint  this  exclusive  ([Uest 
ohliged  him  to  ski[)  the  arid  tracts  of  history  and  to  de- 
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vote  liimsolf  to  tlic  uiiciulliiiig  of  stirrino-  tales  and 
spicy  anecdotes.  Wlierever  he  found  a  bauble,  were 
it  on  a  dunghill,  he  would  eaq;erly  pick  it  up,  if  he 
thought  that,  by  polishing  it,  he  could  make  it  sj)ai'kle 
antl  attract  attention. 

Nevertheless,  while  attempting  history,  Parkman  has 
remained  what  nature  made  him,  a  charming  story-teller, 
and  nothing  more.  I  le  is  always  inteiesting,  captivating, 
and  gnMieially  plausible,  owing  to  the  skill  with  which 
he  (constructs  a  theory  and  to  the  crumbs  of  praise  he 
bestows  on  those  whom  he  intends  to  smiish  with  a 
sledge-hiunmer.  When  lie  flatteis,  then  is  he  especially 
dangeious.  He  aims  at  effect  in  everything.  ITe  seeks 
to  [)lease,  to  delight,  to  leave  the  leader  in  a  state  of  at 
least  semi-satisfaction.  His  turn  of  mind  seems  to  be 
quite  that  of  those  society  story-tellers,  those  agreeable 
talkers  \\  ho  can  ca[)  any  anecdote  with  another  more 
marvellous.  Such  men  we  do  not  despise;  they  some- 
times })Ossess,  in  a  high  degree,  the  faculty  oC  keenly 
appreciating  the  humorous  and  whimsical  aspects  of 
society,  the  spii-iness  and  point  of  a  situation.  We 
listen  to  them  with  interest;  they  amuse  us;  but  we 
know  what  to  think  of  the  core  of  the  matter,  we  are 
fully  aware  that  the  amount  of  truth  contained  in  their 
talcs  l)ears  the  same  proportion  to  the  latter  as  a  pippin 
docs  to  a  ripe  a[)ple.  To  this  class  of  men  does  Park- 
man  belonn-.  The  misfortune  is  that  he  transferred  to 
tlic  licld  of  history  his  talent  for  narrative.  It  would 
be  unrcasoiial)U'  to  expect  from  such  a  man  that  rever- 
ence which  is  due  to  truth.  He  is  astride  his  hobby, 
galloping  after  sensations,  to  which  histoiy  lends  itself 
but  seldom.  The  moment  he  entered  upon  historical 
work,  Parkman  ought  to  have  adopted  a  different  style, 
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lie  ought  toliavcelianycd  liis  dispositions  and  drunk  more 
deeply  of  the  springs  of  truth.  A  mere  soeiety  story- 
teller hiaves  no  traces  beliind  iiini  :  no  one  examines 
into  the  valuta  of  his  proofs  ;  lie  chooses  them  where  he 
wills,  or  liegiv(!s  none  al  al)  ;  his  anecdote  is  finished, 
and  tlierc  is  an  end  of  il.  Not  so,  the  historian,  as 
I'arknian  knew  full  well;  l)ut  he  could  not  changi'  his 
character,  and,  even  if  he  could,  he  would  not ;  above 
all  lie  was  anxittus  to  please  and  charm,  whereas  true 
iiistory  implies  many  slow  and  diy  details. 

.Inst  follow  him  a  little  and  you  will  see  how,  while 
attempting  histoiy,  hi;  lias  remained  an  anecdote-hunter. 
Il(!  cannot  stick  t(»  one  thing,  he  skips  fiom  one  subjec^t 
to  another,  from  one  place;  to  another.  Kolhnving  the 
bent  of  his  whim,  he  is  now  at  Detroit.  )iow  at  Port 
Hoyal,  again  in  Europe  and  the  next  moment  in  the 
Big  Horn  Mountains  or  Avith  the  Outagamis.  He 
comes.  go(>s,  and  twists  about,  a{)[)aiently  without  any 
detinite  object,  always  on  the  hunt  and  taking  but  littU; 
of  what  he  Ihids.  He  settles  down  on  iiotliing  ;  like  the 
bee,  he  pilfers  here  and  thei'e,  and  his  honey  is  the  anec- 
dote, the  sharp  saying.  Everywhere  he  is  all  agog  for 
this,  on  tiic  dirt-heap  as  well  as  on  the  Hower.  When 
ht!  linds  it,  he  hugs  it  with  delight.  Should  he  in  his 
ei'ratic  gyrations  come  across  any  ecclesiastic  that  has  an 
off-hand  way  about  him,  and  whom  legend  has  bedecked 
with  arabesipu's,  what  a  jolly  humor  Parkman  is  in  I 
What  a.  windfall  he  has  had  !  Woe  to  you  if  at  such  a 
moment  you  say  to  him  :  P»ut.  my  dear  friend,  2>erha[)s 
this  sto)y  is  not  authentic,  the  authority  on  which  it 
icsts  is  undeserving  of  iiiiy  trust  and  has  been  rejected 
by  all  serious  writers.     No,  no  :  he  won't  listen    to  you. 

Do  vou  think  he  is  going  ti)  lose  such  a  spicy  anecdote? 
11 
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lie  clings  to  it  Jis  llui  dog  dotts  lo  liis  hone.     Hands 

oiT : 

'riK)u<;li  I  hiive  no  otluT  knowledge  of  I'arkniHn  than 
what  I  gatlier  from  his  w^orks,*  yet  I  venlnre  to  maintain 
that,  nnless  all  intrinsic  evidence  is  illusory,  my  esti- 
mate of  his  ehai'aeter  and  of  the  s[)eeial  heiit  of  his 
mind  is  fairly  aeeurate.  He  himself  is  never  aceiirate. 
He  is  continually  deceiving  his  readers  as  much  hy  what 
he  says  as  by  what  he  omits  to  say.  Were  all  his  works 
sul)mitte<l  to  a  searching  examination,  not  one  l)age 
j)erhaps  would  stand  scrutiny,  not  evi'U  the  titles  of 
some  of  his  hooks.  'I'he  one  that  ti-eats  of  the  dispersion 
of  the  Acadians  is  entitled  "  Monti;alm  and  W<ilfe." 
though  it  contains  very  little  about  these  two  men.  as 
may  be  judged  frouj  the  titles  of  nu)st  of  the  chapters: 
"  Prussia  and  her  foes;  "  '*  Siege  of  Havana; "'  "  M.  de 
( 'hoiseul ; "  "  Thii  New  Czar ;  "  "  Fredeiick  of  Prussia, : " 
'•  (n>(u-«re  III.;"  "  I'itt — his  character;"  "Conflict  f(u- 
Acadia;"'  "Shirley;"'  "  Loudun  ; "'  "•  Wni.  .folmsou;" 
*' Removal  o'i"  the  Acadians."  A  veritable  hot(;h-potch, 
with  which  the  title  of  the  book  has  almost  nothino; 
to  do.  Wi:h  his  nomadic  instini'ts,  his  feverish  rest- 
lessness, it  was  indeed  a  very  diflicull  matter  to  lilt 
upon  a  title  suited  to  his  works.  He  understood 
that,  at  this  latter  end  of  tin;  age  of  electricity  and 
rapid  man\ifacture,  if  he  wished  to  reach  the  mass  of 
reader's,  he  must  fall  into  line  with  the  busy  pulv 
lie,  which  calls  for  "  go,"'  rush,  new  siglits  and 
sounds,  freqiuMit  and  varied  changes  of  scene.  This 
was  all  the  easier  for  him  because  it  agreed  with  liis 
tastes  and  his  irresistible  need  of  ikmv  sensations. 

*  This  wiis  writti'ii  lii'fcn'c  Piirknmirs  doutli.  Siiicts  that  tiino  I  have,  of 
ponrs.'.  n>iiil  iiiimy  piiufgyrios  writteu  by  his  adniirerw,  which  iu  no  way 
u'.K   i'  luy  iipinion  of  hiiu. 
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ANTII'ATHY    TO    ACADIANS    AND    LONfJFKLLOW.     1H:1 

It  itj  evident  that  Parkiuan  liiisconcuivt'd  ii<l()\vnri<>lit 
autipatliy  to  the  Acadiaiis.  He  sccins  to  liavn  hfcii 
disgusted  with  lieariug  cvciywhen!  ahoiil  liiiii,  in  Loni,'- 
leUow's  LiikI,  his  couiitiynien  l)ilying  the  late  ol'  tiie 
Acadiaiis.  It  h)oks  as  il"  he  had  long  iiuide  up  his 
iiiiiid  to  c;iush  them.  In  convcrsalioii  with  liis  IViends 
I'arkinan  must  have  often  striven  to  d(!sti'oy  the  clTcct 
jdothieed  by  Longfellow's  poem.  At  lirst,  he  prohahlv 
meant  merely  to  bring  ha(;k  men's  minds  to  the  stern 
Tcality  of  faet,  from  which  Longfellow's  poeti(!  effusions 
were  necessarily  a  slight  departure.  I>ut  a  new  theory 
is  apt  to  carry  oiK!  too  far;  an  ardent  one-idea(Ml  man 
soon  loses  the  judicial  temper j  Parkinan's  wits  were 
sharpened  for  an  ouHlanght.  Such.  T  firmly  believe,  is 
the  true  explanation  of  his  bitterness.  To  realize  this, 
we  should  bear  in  mind  that  Longfellow  and  Parkman 
were  both  residents  of  Boston  ;  the  one,  nnndi  older, 
surrounded  with  the  respect  iind  veneration  of  liis 
fellow-countrymen,  his  fame  being  largely  du(!  to  the 
poem  of  Evangeline,  was  tlu;  greater  glory  ;  the  otiier, 
much  younger,  was  the  kisser  glory,  (he  budding  gloiy. 
'I'heir  characters  were  as  the  poles  asunder:  Longfellow 
had  a  great  soul  attuned  to  the  noblest  inspirations, 
takiufj  liiiih  views  of  life  :  I'arkman'stendencies  were  the 
exact  op))osite.  ITe,  tht^  lesser  glory,  seems  to  have  ex- 
perienced feelings  of  jealousy  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
greater  luminary  before  which  all  other  lights  paled. 
There  runs  through  all  that  he  lias  written  about  I  lie 
Acadians  a  thread  of  veiled  spiteful  allusions  to  Lonp^- 
fellow's  view.  Parkman's  discussions  with  his  own 
friends  become  chapters,  his  theory  is  crystallized  in 
]iiiiit.  lie  takes  gr(!at  juiiiis  to  make  us  midersland  his 
aversion  for  "  media'valism,"  "humanitarianisni.""  ••  New 
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Engliuid  liuniaiiitariaiiLsm  melting  into  sentimentality," 
"the  eft'iisive  immanitaiianisni  of  to-day;"  all  whitli  is 
intended  to  counteract  the  effect  produced  by  his  fellow- 
Bostoniun'.s  toucliing  poem.  Incai)al)h;  of  literarN'  ex- 
cellence in  the  same  line,  he  thought  he  could  create  a 
sensation  by  a  startling  contrast.  The  way  he  girds  a( 
his  creat  rival  beti'ays  his  sc(Mc1  envv  of  liiin.  and  In- 
strikes  at  him  through  the  unfortunate  Acadians  just 
when  Longfellow  had  disa[)])eared  from  tlie  scene. 

Amid  the  travailino-  of  our  time  toward  the  birth  of  a 
new  social  order,  amid  the  groping  about  of  science  and 
modern  thought,  some  men  become  so  infatuated  with 
the  dominant  note  of  progress  at  the  moment  of  their 
entrance  into  life,  that  they  cannot  advance  beyond  that 
initial  and  narrow  horizon.  When  I'arkman  began  his 
career,  men  were  on  the  threshold  of  that  great  move- 
ment, toward  material  progress  which  lights  u^)  this  nine- 
teeiitii  centuiy.  The  world  was  absorl)ed  in  this  idea, 
("oiitiiients  (!overed  with  a  network  of  railways  and 
t'lcctric  wires,  oi;eans  crossed  by  steamships,  begot 
(beams  of  ])i'odigious  developments.  Inventive  genius 
was  hard  at  work  in  every  direction  :  manufactures  re- 
ceived a  marvellous  impetus:  the  wealth  of  nations  ad- 
vanced with  unexpected  strides.  Parkman  fell  in  \n\v 
witii  all  that,  so  nnu'.h  so  that  he  came  to  detest  what- 
evei-  Avas  not  precisely  that:  hence  his  contempt  for  the 
l)i\s\,  ioY  ?n('(Ji'(f'r<il/sn>  :  hence  his  seeming  aversion  for 
luDnmiitarimmm,  for  all  highei-  progress.  He  fastened 
his  soul  to  what  was  the  popular  fad  at  the  beginning 
of  his  conscious  life ;  to  that  he  still  clings,  albeit  the 
■world  of  thouoht  has  moved  on.  Doubtless  the  mate- 
rial  progress  movement  was  a  fine  fiehl  for  a  certain  kind 
of  enthusiasm  tint  absorbed  second-rate  minds;    but  a 
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liigher  criticism  was  waiting  to  see  its  fruits  and  con- 
sequences. Parknian  seonis  to  share  the  immobility  of 
tlie  many  men  wlumi  this  movement  <'nriche(l  ami  tilled 
with  unprogressive  satisfaction.  He  ntjver  asked  him- 
self if  the  wealth  thus  increased  has  been  more  e(iuital)ly 
distributed,  if  the  condition  of  the  poor  has  tliereby 
been  improved  as  greatly  as  had  been  li()[)ed.  if  tlie 
moral  benefits  have  l)een  at  all  connnensurate  with  the 
material;  and  yet  these  are  grave  <piestions  which  men 
of  light  and  leading  liave  been  studying  all  these  yeai's. 
One  can  hardly  entertain  a  doubt  that  material  prog- 
ress, which  is  begotten  of  science,  which  itself  is  be- 
gotten of  creative  wisdom,  is  a  providential  part  of  the 
divine  plan ;  but,  in  order  to  its  remaining  so,  it  must 
be  studied,  analyzed,  understood,  made  subservient  to 
the  higher  interests  of  morality.  All  human  progress 
carries  with  it  potencies  for  good  and  evil ;  the  geneial 
effect  is  what  constitutes  its  true  value;  it  is  because 
the  general  effect  is  capable  of  being  made  to  subserve 
morality  that  we  admire  progress.  'Chat  outburst  of 
progressive  tendencies  which  is  the  leading  feature  of 
the  present  century  has  not  3'et  borne  its  best  fruits,  the 
promise  of  which  is  as  yet  vague  and  lenuite.  Hith- 
erto the  material  aspect  has  absorbed  most  of  these  pro- 
gressive tendencies,  because  the  nu)vement  ])egan  with 
revelations  of  the  possibilities  of  matter  ;  but,  after  all, 
matter,  be  it  ever  so  deftly  fashioned,  can  bt;  hni  tlie 
medium,  the  vehicle  of  the  designs  of  Providence  n)ak- 
ing  for  the  interests  of  civilization  and  true  Christi- 
anity; it  can  have  no  real  value  uidess  it  [tioduce  this 
result.  Though  no  one  can  study  this  great  (juestion 
without  admitting  that  nuich  has  been  done  and  that  a 
levolution  has  been  wrouijht  in  the  world  of  ideas,  still 
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it  must  ])('  l)()ni('  in  upon  tlic  piiticnt  iuid  tlioughlful 
ol)server  tliiil  llic  orcati'st  iijsults  arc  yet  I'iir  oft". 

In  niul(!rial  1)I(»l<I('ss  ilsclt'  a  distinction  sliould  he 
drawn  between  mciely  ingenious  inventions  and  those 
that  liave  a  marked  intlnenee  on  civilization.  The 
greatcist  inventions  are  those  that  diminish  distance  and 
hrin*''  together  in  more  iViendlv  contiiet  nations  and  in- 
dividuals:  for  their  social  effect  is  lo  (h-stroy  national 
antipathies  and  prejudices,  to  make  wai'  more  diftieult, 
to  l)rid_2;'e  the  ^uif  between  tlie  classes  and  the  masses, 
to  smooth  down  all  kiiids  of  asperities  arising-  from  mis- 
undersiMiidiiigs  l)etween  men  t»f  different  nations  and 
creeds,  and  to  help  all  men  toward  the  realizincr  of  that 
lirotherhood  of  tlie  I'aee  whicl\  is  one  of  the  foundation- 
stones  of  (Christianity.  Considercidas  mighty  auxiliaries 
of  (  hiistian  thought,  these  inventions  maybe  said  to 
be  preparing  the  overthrow  of  heathenism  and  tlie  si)re;iii 
of  true  civilization  in  all  parts  of  the  globe,  and  moie 
es))eeially  in  India.  .Iaj)an  and  China.  As  light  expels 
darkness,  so  will  the  true  eultui'e  introduced  by  these 
inventions  ijraduallv  briiio-  about  the  voluntarv  relin- 
(]uishment  of  heathen  forms  of  worship. 

Christianity,  while  evei'  containing  in  itself  the 
essence  of  all  moral  progiess.  has  often  had  to  struggle 
with  absolutism  and  arlntrary  [)ow'er  ;  in  this  environ- 
mejit  it  could  not  produce  all  the  fruits  it  is  ca[)able  of 
bearing.  Wherever  men  were  divided  into  a  handful 
of  op[)i'e.ssors  and  a  mass  of  slaves,  material  progres.s 
and  true  moral  ])rogress  had  to  remain  at  a  stajid-still. 
l..ibei'ty  is  the  spring  that  sets  both  in  motion.  This 
is  quite  within  the  ])Ui'view  of  that  divine  wis<lom  which 
jiresides  over  the  destinies  of  the  world.  Tlu^  oppr{^ssed 
multitude  rises  jrvaduallv.  risos  continuallv  :   freed  fi'oni 
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oppression,  it  becomes  its  ejieiny ;  a  wise  tolenuice,  ii 
bpirit  of  justice,  and  a  kindly  feeling  towards  one's 
fellow-men,  penetrate  deeper  and  deej)er  into  the  hearts 
of  the  people  ;  the  great  maxims  of  Christianity  aic 
more  and  more  fully  understood,  no  longer  only  I'v 
chosen  groups  of  men,  but  by  the  common  {jcople.  IMu! 
God  of  vengeance  and  terror  becomes  still  more  to  tiuMii 
the  (Jod  of  love  and  mercy.  Men  that  were  once  crncl 
are  becoming  daily  more  humane.  We  liave  entered 
upon  an  era  of  that  brotherly  love  which  lies  at  the  root 
of  C  'hristianity. 

'Phis  is  what  Parkman  does  not  seem  to  have  realized, 
lie  stopped  short  at  mere  material  progress,  with  a 
marked  avei-sion  for  whatever  came  before  or  was  to 
follow  the  early  crystallizing  of  his  own  views.  He 
setnns  to  hate  "  humanitarianism  "  and  "  sentimentalism  " 
just  as  bitterly  as  "•  medi;evalism :  "  he  involves  th(! 
future  as  well  as  the  past  in  one  common  hatred.  lie 
is  as  much  behind  his  age  as  the  Acatlians  were  behiiul 
theirs,  with  this  essential  difference  that  the  higher 
interests  of  morality  were  for  them  the  mainspring 
of  their  lives,  whilst  Parkman  is  too  much  taken 
up  with  material  progress  to  care  as  he  ought  for  moral 
progress  imd  in  particular  for  the  spread  of  humanizing 
intluences. 

VV^ith  leference  to  progress  men  maybe  ranged  under 
three  heads  :  those  who  are  interested  in  all  kinds  of 
progress,  and  more  especially  with  the  highest  kind  ; 
those  M'lio  look  upon  morality  as  everything  and  the 
rest  as  nothing,  because  they  fail  to  notice  the  correlation 
between  all  things;  and  those  for  whom  material  prog- 
ress is  cvervthiner.  To  this  last  class  Parkman  seem.s 
to  belono-.     He  would  go  into  ecstasies  over  an  invention 
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that  would  reduce  by  thirty  seconds  the  tiiac  iicuded 
for  converting  a  hog  into  Htiusagcs.  I)i'.  (^x's  giis, 
wliich  Inmslonncd  slow  Dutchnicn  into  liicjbriinili, 
would  prohiilily  give  him  intense  delight.  He  iihhoi-a 
tlie  very  word  ••  niediievalisni."  It  rings  in  Ids  ears  like 
an  echo  of  "  diabolism."  lie  sjuuiks  (»F  it  as  it",  150  or 
200  years  ago,  the  Acadians  weie  a  lare  and  ex(!(!])ti(>nal 
(jxample  of  it,  and  as  if  that  were  a  sntlicient  reason  to 
liold  tlieni  n[)  to  [)ublic  e()ntem[)t  iiiid  to  justify  their 
depmtation.  These  two  fads, his  liatred  of  mediiesalism, 
his  persistent  diagging  in  of  this  (jnestion  in  season 
and  out  of  season,  as  if  lu;  liad  jnst  made  an  inijiortant 
diseoveiy  that  was  tct  give  him  rank  among  deep 
thinkers,  and  above  all  his  nndiseiiminating  aversion 
for  ••  Innnanitarian  "  ideas,  as  if,  together  with  the 
[)latitndcs  this  teiin  often  eovei's,  theie  was  not  a  gieat 
amount  of  good  in  any  liumanizing  agency,  sliow  tliat 
lie  is  still  in  the  A  IJ  C  of  social  s(!ien(;e.  H(!  reminds 
one  of  a  selioolboy  picking  ids  lirst  ste[)s  tlnongh  the 
held  of  knowledge.  If  Pai'kman's  aninnis  were  thi'  liigli- 
est  expression  of  our  civilization,  we  should  almost.  l)e 
willing  to  rcituin  to  mediievalism,  esi)ecially  if  we  were 
assured  (^f  liiidiiig  it  associated  with  tin;  iectitu(hi  and 
moi'al  worth  of  the  Acadians.  IJut,  thank  heaven,  in  all 
ranks  of  society  there  arc  many  men  that  love  progress 
in  all  its  foi-ms,  and  can  seize  the  higher  aspects  of  our 
civilization,  while  Parkman  can  appi'cciate  oidy  the 
lower.  rh(;y  like  material  progress  as  a  means  to  spread 
a  lofty  moral  tone  and  those  humanitarian  ideas  which 
lie  sneers  at.  Mateiial  progress,  viewed  in  any  other 
light,  is  worthless.  lie  who  fails  to  appi'cciate  the 
humanizing  influences  that  are  the  outccMue  of  material 
progress  and  are  lapidly  girdling  us  about,  nuist  have  a 
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V(MV  liiuiletl  iiilellect,  closed  to  tlit;  noblest  and  lii;^flifst 
thoughts.  Tie  who  hates  mediufvalisiii  so  iiiUMisely  lias 
a  restless,  suiHM'lieial  mind,  in(:ai)able  of  l)reakin<jf  thioiiuli 
the  trammels  of  vulfjarity.  The  statesman  and  tht; 
philosopher  indulfjfo  in  no  such  hatred  :  I  hey  know  thai 
all  things  are  develo[)(,'(l  and  evolved  in  various  ways 
and  that  rapid  evolution  is  not  always  ihc  best;  thry 
study  the  past  and  the  present  and  the  hidden  connection 
between  the  two,  striving  to  deduce  therefrom  principles 
according  to  which  they  may  forecast  the  future:  they 
are  patient,  nay,  indulgent ;  they  are  aware  that  a  feu- 
years  more  or  less  are  of  small  ac(!ount  in  the  history  of 
mankind,  and  that,  amid  our  joys  and  sorrows,  our  failures 
and  successes,  we  are  ever  marching  onward  in  the  path 
of  progress,  which,  like  the  asymptote  of  an  hy]>erboi;i, 
is  continually  ap{)roaching,  though  it  can  never  hope  to 
reacdi  perfection. 

I'arkman  has  some  fellow-feeling  for  the  Canadians 
of  the  first  period  in  French  colonization.  That  spirit 
of  adventure  which  carried  them  to  the  great  lakes.  iIh; 
Mississippi  and  the  Uocky  Mountains  had  a  special  chai-m 
for  In m.  He  had  the  same  feeling  for  the  Acadians  in 
the  days  of  La  Tour,  Denys  and  HitMicourt,  when  some 
of  them  were  trailers,  foicst  rangers,  advcmturers, 
corsairs.  Theii'  life  was  neither  moi-al  nor  civilized, 
but  it  was  full  of  excitement;  and  what  Parkman  can- 
not stand  is  a  humdrum,  peaceful  life,  be  it  (ivei'  so 
moral,  happy  and  fruitful,  while  tla;  other  life,  which 
he  revels  in,  is  vicious,  demoralizing,  wretched  and  use- 
less. "  Morality  I  What  in  the  world  is  that '.'''' said  a 
brilliant  and  flippant  French  writer.  '•  iruinanitarian 
ideas  !  What  in  the  world  are  they?""  would  Parknian 
say.     He  is  not  more  moved  at  the  deportation  and  its  /^ 
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jitteiiilant  woes  thuii  is  the  country  l)UMii)kln  wlio  wots 
the  liDL'l  of  his  hoot  on  an  iiiit-hill.  WhatuviM'  docs 
not  siniick  of  the  feverish  iutivity  of  to-chiy  (U'scrves 
non»j  of  his  svniputhy.  'I'hosc  sinii»li'  iind  ignoiiint 
Aeiuliiins  have  iiochiini  on  his  [lity  :  they  niiiylmve  heen 
nioial,  veiy  moral  ImcUmmI  ;  hut  they  were  loo  fond  of 
th(Mr  nationality,  llieireustonis,  their  hmgnaj^e.  Morhid 
sentimentality  !  'I'lu'y  should  have  put  all  that  rnbl)isl» 
hehin<l  them  ti»  fuse  themselves  with  their  masters  into 
a  h(imot»ent!ous  mass.  lL,'norant,  l)aekwar<l  ])eoj)le  like 
them  (Might  ti»  make  way  for  others,  lie,  sjieaks  fre- 
quently of  "hard  hiets ;  ""  whicli,  hein^'  inter[)ret(;d, 
signilies:  Down  with  every  obstacle,  nevei'  mindliow! 
i^awrenee's  audacity  has  particuhirly  captivated  Park- 
man  :  ••He  was  resohite.  unhen(Ung ;  his  energetic  will 
was  not  apt  to  lelent  inidei-  the  softer  sentiments." 
'•  '/'//»'  I'Jf'iisii''  /iinnaiitltn'ltfuisui  of'  fo-ffai/  Jntif  no  part  In 
him."      VV%'11  done,  Lawrence  I 

Parkman  may  have  deemed  himself  safe  fron)  the 
severe  judgments  of  his  contemporaries  ;  but  impunity 
is  not  eteinal  ;  a  nemesis  awaits  the  historiai!  not  less 
suiely  than  it  brands  the  facts  Im  relates.  Sooner  or 
later  comes  the  hour  of  retribution  ;  and  if  the  public 
are  indulgent  to  eccentricities  of  mind  and  errors  of 
jiulgment,  they  have  no  mercy  foi-  dishonesty.  Then 
will  he  be  judged  bv  his  own  "  hard  facts." 

Parkman,  in  his  •'Montcalm  and  Wolfe."  speaks  of 
the  ecclesiastical  tutelage  over  the  French-Canadians, 
which  '•  aids  the  tamer  virtues  "  that  '•  need  the  presence 
of  a  sentinel  to  keep  them  from  escaping,  but  "  which  "  ia 
fatal  to  mental  robustness  and  moral  courage."  This 
sounds  well  indeed.  I  do  not  wish  to  dispute  anything, 
of  Parkman's  where  diversity  of  opinion  is  permissible, 
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or  vNlit'iL'  his  ij;uilt  docs  not  ^n  Ik'voikI  iiu'itM'Xiigpcmlioii ; 
hut  liow  hfiiiilit'itl  iiii'  tilt' "  mcMitiil  i(»l)ii.stii('ss  iiiid  niond 
couriij^c  "'  of  tli(»s('  lie  so  niiKdi  iidniiivs,  of  I,a\vren(H',  of 
Sliii'lt'V  and  of  Idiiistdf !  Friend  I'uikni.in,  *■  if  that  ciiii 
Im'  i-alh'd  a  viiliif  which  iitM-ds  the  constiuit  prcseiicc  of 
ii  xeiitiiii'l  lo  k'ccp  it  from  cscapiiic;,'"  I  thank.  th(!c,  as 
(iiatiaiio  thanked  Sliyhick,  for  teaching'  nic  that  word. 
Ave.  if  an  hisloiian  needs  a  sentinel  to  watch  him  h'st 
he  escape  heyond  the  pah'  of  truth,  can  his  tamer  viitnes 
of  ^rrai)hic  woid-paintinfj^  and  crisp  narrative  he  calh-d 
virtues  iit  all?  Here  have  I  heen  stan<lin_iT  sentinel 
ovei'  you,  or  rather  dogoing  your  steps,  and  I  have 
found  you  cscajiini;'.  whenever  you  thought  you  safely 
could,  from  the  preiuncts  of  truth  I  Is  this  what 
you   undeistand  by  mental  robustness  and  moral  cotii-- 
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V^'ry  different  is  llu;  tempt'i'  of  Hrow  ii,  Ilaliburton  and 
Murdoi'h.  Kindness,  rectitude  and  love  of  truth  are 
(heir  chief  characteristies.  They  no  not,  nor  do  they 
seem  to  wish  to  be  thought,  eharujing  story-tellers; 
evidently  their  only  and)ition  is  to  get  at  the  truth  ami 
set  it  forth  without  artitiee.  with  sinplicity  and  candor. 
Ilaliburton  j)roved  elsewhere  that  he  had  all  the  gifts 
of  fanc^y  net'ded  foi'  a  good  story  ;  but  here  he  confines 
himself  to  a  simple  narrative  of  events.  For  him  histoiy 
is  not  a  series  of  disjointed  and  highly  spiced  pen-pictures, 
nor  a  swallow's  flight  dipping  here  and  there  athwart 
two  continents ;  it  is  a  labor  of  deep  thought  and  great 
patience  wherein  the  dry  bones  of  uninteresting  facts 
underlie  the  moie  i)leasing  features  of  thrilling  ad- 
venture and  clever  sa3'ings.  As  we  see  that  he  is  no 
dissembler,  we  read  him  without  distrust;  we  feel  that 
we  liave  in  him  a  safe  guide,  a  man  of  lofty  and  per- 
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spicacioiis  iiiiiid  wlio  colUn'ts  liis  fuels,  iuialyzcs  llicin 
and  s(iit(\s  tlu'iM  frankly,  while  liis  (lotiinu'iils  are  lia.ii(lle<l 
w  ith  [)eilee(,  older  and  secpH'Mee. 

.Murdoch  iH'hinjr.s  to  llie  siune  seliool  :  hnl  he  had  not 
the  same  linn  ^lasp  of  facts  as  I  lalihiiiton,  and  theic- 
fore  fell  short  (tf  perfeetion  as  an  historian.  In  nioial 
wdith,  as  is  trai'.sparentlv  t'lear  from  his   writing's  alone. 


he  IS  seeond  to  none  ;   it  won 


hi  h 


te   dillieult    t(»   eonceivo 


of  a  man  with  iiioii'   winsoiiu' yifts  :  hut    some  of   those 
verv    n'ifts.    when   apjjlied    to    histoiy.    heeame   defeels. 


hus  ins  extreme   im 


lull 


•eiiee  and   lictod-nalure 


led  1 


iiin 


into  c.veusmu'  ever 


•ll 


1  n  M. 


iiitii  seein<4'  <4(»ot 


1  act 


ions  oral 


least     u'ood    intentions    evei\  where 


Seld 


om     (loes 


al tempi,  censure,  and,  w  hen  he  i(diietantly  ilo,  s.  In;  >e.  as 
to  lessen  the  weight  of  his  charges  1)\  all  the  excuses 
whi'li  his  i^-entle  and  kindly  nature  can  sun^csl.  Some- 
times hi'  i^'oes  so  far  as  to  he  ingeniously  a[)oh)«^'elie. 
Vov  instance,  after  exhihitiiit;-  .\i'mst lont;-  as  an  (xhoiis 
tyrant  and  frankly  proving-  this  hy  all  relevant  docu- 
ments, he  j)alliati's  his  conduct  on  the  scoreof  j)eeuiiiary 
losses  which  had  occurred  twche  o:-  lifteen  yt'ars  hefore 
his  suicide,      (ieiicially   speakiiis^',   howe\i'r.   he   prefers 


t()    be    silent   about   defects   and    fault!' 


am 


1     1 


lazards 


an  oi)inion  only  on  good  ijualities  or  indit'ferent 
aetion.s  which  may  be  construed  as  good  or  bad  ai- 
cording  to  eivounistances.  Of  tiie  exjaOsion  he  merely 
says : 

"In  the  expulsion  itsolf  he — Lawrenct> — was  dpe))ly  enjijanctl. 
.TMil  the  praise  or  bhuneofit— jierhaps  both — belong  largely  to  hi  in. 
Hi'  was  a  man  iiiHexible  in  his  purposes,  aiul  held  control  in  no 
feeble  hands.  Earnest  and  resolute,  hi'  pursued  the  object  of  w- 
tablishing  ;nid  confirniinp  British  authority  here  with  marked 
success.  He  won  the  respect  and  contidence  as  well  of  the  au- 
thorities in  England  as  of  the  settlers  in  this  country." 
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I  fc  liiis  nil)  ;i  word  losiiy  ai^iiiiisl  llic  Aciuliuiis,  ulio^r 
vii'lucs  lie  admiics,  wliilc  comiiiisoruliiig  tlioir  ^siul  hil  : 

'•  In  till'  iiK'IiinclKily  I'iiti'  of  tlw  Aijiilijiiis.  iciiiknciI  I)\  Cdrci', 
sciilft'i'f'il  in  striinK'"  IjmmIs,  iinmn;;'  jui  MMcon^cniiil  |»'o|»l('.  Ilii'  ic- 
(luspfct  is;in>  tiling  ImiI  iij^iri-iililc.  Wliilf  wr  SCI'  [(liiinlv  dial,  l'<nn- 
lanil  idmIiI  nt'vtT  I'rully  conti'i)!  (his  inuvinci'  wliilc  tlicy  rcinaincil 
ill  it.  all  (lur  fccliii;;s(il'  liniiianily  arc  alTcctcil  li\  tlic  rciiioval,  ami 
still  iiiiwc  l.y  the  scvcfily  of  the  allciulaiit  <'ircuinstan<'cs.  Sent  tu 
ilic  ;>tlicr  (•(ijonifv.  uifhoiit  any  prcx  inns  conHcnt  on  their  part  t<» 
rci'civ  c  then  I.  ami  wit  h  little  or  no  |>r<>\  ision  made  I'or  their  HUpjiorl 
when  they  arrived  there,  scaltcrcd  anion^  cotnniunilies  to  wlioin 
their  icli;;ioiis  worship  was  odious,  and  deprived  of  all  their 
property,  it  is  not  to  In-  wondei'cd  at  that  the  poet  and  the  novelist 
have  uia.iic  capital  of  their  suH'erinj^s.  It  is,  liowcver,  some  con- 
solation to  know  .  that  niany  oi'  (he  exiles  I'ctniiwd  to  their  native 
hind.  and.  tlioiij;li  not  restored  to  their  orif;inal  farms,  they  hc- 
c-.mc  an  iiit.^r.al  and  espcctcd  jiortion  o!' oui'  jiopnlation,  dis|»lay- 
iiiK  inuler  all  Chanel's  those  simple  virtues  that  they  had  inherited: 
the  KHiiie  modest,  humlilc  and  pciict'uble  diN|ioHitions  tiiat  had  licen 
their  curly  attrilnites." 

h  is  iiii[)()S8il)U^  to  witliliold  oiuiN  ('.steein  IVoiii  such  ;i 
iiiiiii,  wlioso  shortitoiiiiiios  wcic  hut  ;iii  cxaggeiiitioii  of 
)iis  virtues.  lie  is  so  sciiqiulotisly  hoiKJsL  us  to  iiil'ofiii 
us  lliiit  one  of  l^awfcuice's  couui-iUois  was  an  aueesior 
of  liis.  as  if  he  tluuio'lit  hiuisc.'lf  oiiljoi'd  to  make  this 
av(!-;'!,  Ml  or(h'i'  tlial  thi;  public  niiohl  make  idlowaiicc 
for  Ins  involuntary  bias.  And  yet,  not  witlistandino'  tin; 
unliuiited  res[MH'.t  I  entertain  for  him,  I  eainiot  help 
<);)servinj.;'  that  this  ox(;essive  indul;.^'euet!  fcu'  (iverythino- 
and  everybody  often  warps  his  judguieiitof  faets,  which 
are  thus  neeessarily  distorted,  ^hu-.loch  lacked  tin; 
sagacious  aeuiueu  of  Bidwn  and  Ilaliimrton  ;  these 
latti'i-  had  all  the  kindliness  that  is  cxpceled  of  an  his- 
torian, while  at  the  same  time  they  were  p'ossessed  of 
that  dauntless  spirit  which   affronts  all   obstacles,   thai 
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coji.stiiiicy  wliich,  liaving  once  uiuleriakeii  to  .sif"tii(jues- 
tioji,  <^oe.s  tliorouglily  into  all  its  intricacies  and  entan- 
glements and  throws  into  i-elief  responsibilities,  intentions 
and  ultimate  results.  Mui'docli,  on  tiie  contrary.  lri{>s 
raj)idly  (jver  the  deportation,  as  if  he  felt  liinsi'lf 
une([nal  to  the  disentangling  of  such  askein  of  sclioines, 
or  as  if  his  sensitive  nature  winced  at  the  sight  of  such 
shocking  ruthlessness.  Besides,  he  had  not  the  op{)or- 
tunities  Parkman  so  egregioitsly  misused,  for  he  wrote 
befoie  the  publication  of  the  Archives  and  the  discovery 
of  Brown's  manuscript.  The  latter,  moi-e  especially, 
would  have  greatly  enlightened  him  as  to  Lawience'j* 
character  and  the  motives  of  the  dc[)ortation.  .\t  any 
rate  this  much  should  be  said  of  ]\Iur(h)ch,  that  lie  dis- 
torts nothing  that  he  has  learnt,  and  still  less  does  he 
resort  to  any  subterfuge  to  disguise  the  truth,  ''i'lii',i_,-h 
liis  History  is  a  mere  journal  of  events,  it  will  icniui;! 
and  increase  in  value,  whereas  Parkman,  with  all  his 
witchery  of  style  and  Avealth  of  anecdote,  will  he  more 
and  more  diseredited  in  proportion  as  his  statements  are 
more  carefully  dissected. 

However,  with  all  his  ingenuousness.  Miudocli  coukl 
not  write  a  truthful  history  of  these  events  l)y  making  a 
mere  sunnnary  of  the  documents  that  were  left.*  The 
course  I  have  adopted  may  look  like  special  pleading,  but 
it  is  the  only  one  available  to  reach  a  satisfactoiy  con- 
clusion, and  it  is,  moreovei',  the  only  one  to  be  followed 
by  those  who  would  differ  from  me.  When  a  crime 
is  committed,  almost  all  the  evidence  must  have  the 
same  drift,   if  tiie    tine    (Uilprit    stands    for    judgment. 


♦AltliouKli  ton  scvi'ic.  CiiniplH.'ll,  in  his  History  of  the  Coiiiily  ■■f 
Yarmoutli.  is  in  tlif  ri^flit  ilii-ection  wli'ii  ho  stylos  Murdoch'^  History 
"  <t   niliiiililf  ri'iiiixltdvii  iit'f(ifl.ifi)r  >i(>iiii\f'ii'iiri-  liisloriiiii," 
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,S()  it  is  lu'it'.  lUiil  this  explains  what  ap[)ears  to  he 
special  pleading.  If  I  could  ])Ossihly  he  wrong  as 
to  the  motives  of  the  deportation  and  Lawrence's  guilt, 
then,  of  course,  much  of  what  I  have  said  would  fall 
atthesame  time.  The  exceptional  circumstances  of  the 
case  forced  me  to  examine  carefully,  in  all  their  hearings, 
the  documents  T  have  produced,  and  to  detect,  hy  t-\o-<v, 
eomparison  and  analysis,  the  hidden  connection  hctunii 
ap])arently  isolated  events  ;  no  other  course  is  open  to  a 
man  who  tackles  a  period  of  history  that  is  so  poor  in 
documentary  evidence.  If  the  most  impaitial  of  nicn 
were  to  conline  himself  to  a  jncre  summaiy  of  tin-  docu- 
ments that  have  escaped  destruction,  he  would  he  guilty 
of  grave  injustice  and  would  jmt  before  the  puhlic  a 
woi'k  that  would  lack  the  very  semhlance  of  ]iislo)y. 
Still  moie  would  this  he  the  result,  if  he  resti'icted  him- 
self to  the  vohune  of  the  Archives,  which,  as  T  have 
superahundaiitly  })roved.  is  hut  the  one-sided  and 
mutilated  collection  of  tlu;  documents  foi'  the  defence, 
made  after  the  counsel  for  the  defence  had  cxjmnged 
with  the  greatest  care  from  its  own  documents  whatever 
could  throw  light  on  the  difliculties  of  the  (;ase.  It  is 
the  volume  of  the  Archives  which,  in  the  guise  of  mere 
niiiterials  for  history,  is  pre-eminently  a  record  of  special 
pleadings.  What,  then,  should  he  thought  of  those 
writers,  happily  few  in  numl)er,  who.  not  contc  with 
confming  themselves  to  this  one-sided  and  dislionest 
record,  cull  therefrom  only  such  ])assages  as  may  seem  to 
support  their  extreme  views  '!  lOven  if  that  lecoril  wcie 
unnuitilated,  it  would  represent,  after  all.  onlv  the 
version  of  Lawrence  and  the  authorities,  and  little  t)r 
notiiing  of  the  Acadian  view  :  hut,  im[)erfei-t  as  it  is  in 
itself.    MUitilated    hy    Lawrence     ;ind    his     accomplices, 
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iiiutilated  ag.iiii  by  tlic  Compiler,  \vhp,t  becomes  of  it 
when  it  is  inutibited  a  third  time  and  unspaiingly  by 
I'iirkiiiiin  ? 

Ill  oidri'  ihe  bt^ler  to  understand  how  unfair  it  wouhl 
be  to  writt;  the  liistory  of  this  province  with  these  garbled 
(lociiuu'iiis.  and  even  with  the  Archives  if  complete,  it 
is  lu'ccssaiy  to  ivcall  to  mind  the  malversations  with 
whiili  Lawrcim-  is  v  haro-ed,  the  tyranny  lie  exercised 
over  tli(!  Liiinlisli  ('(tlonists  of  Halifax  and  the  humilia- 
tions he  heaped  u[jon  them,  as  their  petitions  show. 
Of  all  this  what  do  the  ofiicial  documents  say?  Noth- 
ing, absolutely  nothing.  And  the  reason  is  plain.  Law- 
reiiet\  whose  iiiiniediate  rub;  was  uncontrolled,  would 
surely  not  insert  in  state  jjapers  the  complaints  of  the 
people  against  himself,  and  still  less  would  he  transmit 
them  to  the  Lords  of  Trade.  All  these  important  facts 
wen-  unknown  to  the  public  for  more  than  a  century, 
and.  \\ithout  l>id\\ii"s  manuscript,  '  luld  be  still  un- 
kuowii.  Tht're  is.  it  is  true,  one  official  paper  that  could 
throw  inueli  light  on  the  tyranny  and  malversations  of 
i^awieiice,  1  mean  the  letter  the  Lcu'ds  of  Trade  wrote 
to  Belcher  on  March  Ikl.  ITtil,  which  I  have  given; 
but  the  time-serving  Compiler  has  simply  suppressed  it. 

When  lirst  1  became  aware  of  the  Compiler's  system- 
atic omissions,  T  purposed  consulting  all  the  originals 
ot'  the  documents  that  a[)pear  in  the  volume  of  the 
Archives,  collating  the  two  texts  and  restoring  the 
expunged  portions.  lint  I  soon  acipiired  sufficient 
(!X]ierieiice  to  understand  quite  well  the  meaning  of 
tlios(!  asterisks  staring  at  me  up  and  down  the  comjnla- 
tioii.  Whenever  I  found  elsewhere  the  missing  pass- 
ages indicated  l)y  those  asterisks,  these  passages  invari- 
ably [)rovi'd  to  1)(!  more  interesting  than  that  part  of  the 
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documents  wliich  ilic  ( 'ompilor  chose  to  produce,  and 
ihey  always  tended  to  weaken  or  niiu  the  })ieteusions 
whieli  he  thus  put  loiward  as  exclusive  of  all  others. 
Ere  long  I  had  collected  moi'e  than  euou<^h  instances 
of  his  deliberate  system  of  mutilation  to  convince  the 
public,  and.  from  that  moment,  the  inductive  process 
being-  satisfactorily  eonclusive,  the  task  of  complet(dy 
restoring'  all  the  omitted  passages  ])eca'n(^  useless. 
Doubtless,  further  leseai'ch  would  liave  led  to  manv 
e\irious  discoveries  :  but  the  chronicling  of  them  all 
would  liiive  ovt'rloaded  my  work  with  rej)etitions  ad 
tKiuscdiii  of  the  same  tricks.  (.)f  c(uirse,  if  my  proofs 
be  challenged,  1  w  ill  jtursue  the  restitution  of  the  miss- 
ing passages  :  for.  far  fiom  dreading.  I  invite  criticism; 
l)Ut  I  feel  confident  that  any  such  provocation  could 
oidy  prepare  fresh  humiliations  for  the  Compiler. 

flis  usual  [jiactice  is  to  take  from  the  correspondence 
of  tile  Governors  those  ])assages  only  which  seem  un- 
favorable to  the  Ai-adians  ;  the  omitted  portions  are 
eithci'  indicated  by  asterisks  or  not  indicated  at  all. 
Their  replies,  those  of  th(;ii'  [)riests  oi'  of  the  Frencii 
( lovciiior,-;  of  ( 'a[)c  Hi'eton.  are  abnost  iir. aiialjly  omitted. 
And  what  are  the  grie\ances  of  the  English  Governors? 
When  specitic,  they  mostly  refer  to  delay  in  answering 
gidji'rnatorial  comnnmications,  to  passive  resistance 
when  it  was  LMijoined  U[)on  them  to  take  an  unrestricted 
oath,  to  eff(»rts  and  negotiations  with  a  view  to  substi- 
tuting thei'i'fo)'  a  com[)i-omise.  Surely,  thei'e  is  not 
much  here  to  complain  of.  especially  if  we  \te:ir  in  mind 
the  uiiei'  ])o\verlessness  of  the  English  Governors  to 
enforce  their  will,  with  a  handful  of  soldiers,  upon  so 
large  and  sturdy  and  scattered  a  popuhiti'»n.      And  yet, 

bec'ause  certain  parts  of  this  v>»lunH'  contain  oidy  such 
12 
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(loeiuiKnils  us  rc'cilr  tlicse  grit' van i-l-s,  iiiid  huciiusi'  tlie^ie 
L,ni(ivaii('i's  -.uv.  iiiten.silk'(l  by  tlie  ^«tiffIlt'ss  of  niiliUuy 
laii_iL;iia_L,fc,  the  careless  (»!•  jjicjudiced  Vfadcr  is  jiroiu;  t<> 
draw  inferences  uiifavoial)le  to  the  Acadiaiis.  Seldom 
does  the  ordiiiaiy  reader  take  the  tronhh;  of  conipaiiiig' 
dates;  he  takes  the  docuiueiits  as  they  conic  in  tlie 
order  in  which  lu;  linds  them,  witliont  noticing'  tlie  time 
tiiat  intei'veiuis  between  them.  Tliis  docnment  foHows 
that  one;  therefore,  he  infeis,  they  are  closely  connected 
in  point  of  time  ;  yet  it  hai)[)ens  occasionally  that  long 
pei'iods  are  skipped  without  tlu^  insertion  of  a  single 
despatch  from  the  Lords  of  Trade  or  the  Ciovernoi-s. 
For  example,  during  the  thn^e  yeais  that  pi-eotided 
Annstiong's  suicide,  Avhen  lie  had  almost  lost  his  head 
and  was  too  absorbed  in  liis  quarrels  with  his  r<Muicil 
and  the  people  ;d)out  him  to  pay  any  attention  to  the 
Acadians,  there  is  a  complete  blank  in  the  vt)lume  of 
the  Archives. 

The  Compiler  is  less  exclusive  and  more  genenms  in 
that  i)art  of  his  volume  which  lelates  to  the  foundation 
and  growth  of  Halifax,  though  here  also  the  gaps  are 
wide  and  important.  Generally,  he  avoids  whatever 
points  to  a  spirit  of  insubordination  or  to  a  moral  con- 
dition inferioi-  to  that  of  the  Acadians  :  but.  on  the 
whole,  he  is  more  circumstantial  :  though  he  inserts 
none  of  the  colonists'  complaints,  he  gives  us  glimpses 
of  their  daily  occu[)ations,  of  their  disappointments  and 
theii'  (pinrrels.  for  they  are  far  from  being  a  ha[)[»y 
family.  Military  rubs  to  which  the  Acadians  had 
cheerfully  submitted  for  forty  years,  seems  a  grievous 
burden  to  tlu;  Halifax  colonists,  though  it  was  purposely 
lightened  for  them.  Without  in  the  least  degree  wish- 
ing to  depreciate  these  early  colonists,  we  quite  under* 
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Btaiid  1k)\v,  among  lliese  vt'cnuts  I'roiii  iuiywlierc  and 
cvt'iy where,  there  nuist  have  been  wniililes.s  men,  jnst 
as  there  must  have  been  scamj).s  aiiioii^'  ihe  Acadiiins  in 
I)e  hi  Tour's  time.  Certain  extraoKbnaiy  facts  cunlirni 
this  very  natural  inference,  and  indicate  no  very  high 
degree  of  moi-ality.  Six  months  after  tlie  foundation  of 
Halifax,  wlien  already  twenty-nine  licenses  had  l)een 
granted  for  the  sale  of  spirituous  li(juors,  forty  persons 
were  arraigned  before  the  grand  jury  for  selling  licjuor 
witliout  license  :  and  note  that  this  o(H;urred  after  the 
(xovernment  had  distributtid  ten  thousand  gallons  of 
rum  between  -July  and  December.  Moreover  the  ofli- 
cers  of  Annapolis,  at  most  a  dozen,  had  consumed  thiee 
thousand  gallons  of  the  same  in  a  space  of  time  which 
cannot  have  exceeded  a  twelvemonth.* 

Haliburton  cites  a  strange  specimen  of  Halifax  man- 
ners : 

•'  We  may."  he  says,  '•  form  some  oj^inion  of  the  state  of  piibUc 
morals  at  that  time,  from  an  extraordinary  order  of  (Jovernor 
CornwalUs,  vvhkii,  after  recitiiiy  that  tJie  dead  were  attended  to 
tlie  grave  hy  neither  relatives,  friends  or  nf'i^hhors,  and  tiiat  it 
was  ev(>n  difficidt  to  procnre  the  assistance  oi'  carriers,  directed 
the  justices  of  the  peace,  ujion  the  death  of  a  settler,  to  summon 
twelve  persons  from  the  vicinity  of  the  deceased's  last  place  oi' 
abode,  to  attend  his  funeral,  and  carry  his  corpse  to  the  grave  ; 
and  as  a  i)enalty  for  not  complying  with  the  orders,  directions 
were  given  to  strike  out  tlie  name  of  every  delinipient  froiii  the 
mess  books  of  the  j)lace,  etc.  etc." 

*  'I'l'ii  yours  lator,  in  May,  1760.  tlio  Hon.  Alexander  Uriint.  nicnilicr  of 
the  Exccutivo  Council,  writing;  from  Halifax  to  the  r.cv.  Ezra  Stil.-^  of 
Boston,  .siys:  'Thi'  inliabitauts  may  lie  alxuit  3,0()0 :  ouc-tbinl  Irisli.  '.iir- 
fonrtli  (icrm.in  or  Dutch,  the  most  nscful  and  industrious  scttliTs  iimon;; 
us,  ,ind  the  rest  English,  with  a  very  small  number  of  Scotch. 

'■  Wc  have  upwards  of  100  lici'ns.'d  houses,  and  perhaps  as  many  morr 
which  retail  spirituous  liquors  without  liccnsf.  so  that  the  business  of 
iini'-liair  the  town  is  to  sell  nun.  iiiid  the  otlitT  iialf  to  drink  il.  V'>n  may. 
from  this  sinj^li'  i-ircnmstance,  jndf,"'  of  our  morals,  and  nafuriilly  infer 
that  wf  ate  not  enthusiastic  iu  religion." 
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The  Cotupilei'  repi'oduces  only  the  hitter  i)urt  ol"  this 
order;  he  omits  the  reasons  why  it  was  issued;  so  that 
ojie  woukl  think  it  was  merely  a  preventive!  coniiniuid 
against  the  possibility  of  sucdi  an  offenee,  whereas  it 
was  the  very  prevalence  of  the  ofYeiiee  that  eliciUid  the 
order.  This  is  precisely  one  of  Purknian's  favorite  re- 
ceipts:  (Jut  a  (piotation  in  two  and  drop  out  the  peccant 
part:  cxcelh'iil  advice,  indeed,  foi'  a  surgeon,  hut 
scarcely  suited  to  the  historian. 

Tlie  Lords  of  Trade  in  a  reply,  dated  October  lOlh, 
1749,  to  three  letters  of  Cornwallis,  refer  tothe  contcMits 
of  the  latter,  and,  among  other  things,  to  the  irregidarity 
and  the  indolence  of  the  Halifax  colonists.  Now,  oii 
consulting  these  three  letters  as  found  in  the  volume  of 
the  Archives,  W(^  discover  that  there  is  no  mention  of 
irregularity  or  indolence  ;  oniy,  in  one  of  the  letters  wo 
see  asterisks,  which  probably  indicate  the  passage  con- 
taining the  obnoxious  complaints.  Quite  otherwise 
would  the  Compiler  have  acted  had  complaints  been 
made  against  the  Acadians.  In  the  cha[)ter  on  the 
Founding  of  Halifax  he  repeats  all  the  strictures  on 
the  Acadians  whic^b  he  had  already  complacently  inserted 
in  the  <'ha[)ter  on  '•Acadian  French,"  and  this  is  tiie 
oidy  instani'c  of  such  repetition.  This  creates  the  im- 
pression that  what  is  merely  a  rehash  of  previous  fault- 
tinding  is  really  something  new,  and  thus  strengthens 
the  brief  he  holds  against  the  Acadians.  One  woidd 
think  that  ho  had  borrowed  l*arkman"s  method  of 
nuiltiplying  by  dividing,  were  it  not  that  the  (\)mpiler's 
l)0(»k  a[)peared  before  Parkman's.  The}'  both  under- 
stand each  other  like  pickpockets  in  a  c'owd. 

Not  satisfied  with  introducing  the  lettcis  of  the 
traitor  Pichoii  into  a  collection  of  official  [lapers,  the 
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rompiler  linds  means  to  insert  a  lettei'  that  was  utteil}' 
foreign  to  tlie  legitimate  object  of  liis  compilation,  a 
letter  from  two  French  ofhcci-s  of  (Quebec,  llocquart 
and  lieauhainais,  to  the  French  Minister  in  Paris,  the 
Count  de  Maurej)as.  The;  motive  of  this  insertion  is 
three  or  four  lines  of  this  letter  that  [)r('soiit  the  Acadians 
in  an  unfavorable  light.  TIad  those  otlirers  any  (torrect 
information  or  personal  accpiaintance  wi(  lithe  Acadians? 
Neither  seems  likely.  They  imxy  have  visitt-d  Louis- 
}>urg,  but,  certainly,  they  never  entered  Acadia,  for  no 
French  officers  would  have  been  allowed  there.  Their 
strictures  on  the  Acadians,  though  inapplicable  to  those 
who  lived  on  their  own  fai'ms  in  the  Peninsula,  imiy 
very  well  apply  to  those  of  mixed  blood  who  were 
scattered  everywluui;  and  whom  they  may  have  met  on 
the  shores  of  Cape  Kretou  Island.  What  thesiiolhccrs  say  ^,|v 
is  that  the  houses  of  the  Acadians  "  wen;  wretchc<l 
wooden  boxes,  without  .conveniences  and  without  orna-  U 
ments,"  and  that  they  were  "•covetous  of  sjiecie."  .As 
to  the  first  count  of  this  indictment,  many  passages  of 
the  Ar(;hives  agree  with  the  chronii'les  of  the  period  in 
representing  the  Acadians  as  living  in  plenty,  and 
dwelling  in  roomy  and  comfortable  houses  :  but.  be- 
cause the  Compiler  has  inserted  this  letter  in  his  volume, 
it  is  copied  l)y  several  writeis  ;  Avhieh  proves  that  the 
end  he  had  in  view — to  prepare  an  arsenal  of  weapons 
against  the  Acadians — has  been  attained.  Nevertheless, 
it  is  evident  that  these  officers  were  not  in  a  position  to 
form  an  eidightened  opinion;  and  if  all  the  ohifer  ififf<( 
of  thoughtless  tourists  must  1)0  treasured  up,  histoiy 
would  be  a  caricature.  Even  if  these  officers  spoke 
from  actual  experience,  what  they  said  would  apply 
equally  well  to  some  Anglo-Americans  or  Canadians,  in 
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this  kind  (l('[)t'ii(ls  for  its  Nalnc  on  lliu  j)()int  ul'  vie 
tilt'  ciicunistanct's  ul'  linic.  |»lacc  and  [jursons.  To  tlii'si! 
gay  i^allanls,  cnciNatt'd  jnu'liiips  l»y  tlic  splendois  ol'  tlui 
(loLirl.  scttiiitr  I'uol  lor  tile  tirsi  time  on  American 
soil,  si  rangers  td  ilM'sini|)lf  and  link' lilt'  ol  the  husband- 
man and  the  colonist,  the  dwellings  of  the  Acadians,  if 
ind('i;d  they  ever  s;i\v  them,  must  have  appeared  very 
hnni1)h\ 
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''witliiiiii  oiiiauients.'"  As  to  tlieir  being  ''  covetous  ol' 
specie,"  they  were  neither  more  nor  less  so  than  are  all 
tlie  peasants  ol"  the  world,  who  live  by  the  sweat  ol"  their 
brow  and  not  on  capital  aecuinulated  by  the  labors  of 
other  men. 

Tlu!  gentle  and  jteaeelul  manners  of  the  Acadians  aic 
admitted  by  all  historians.  They  are  acknowledged  to 
have  lu'cn  an  indnsti'ious  people,  living  in  plenty  not- 
Avitlistanding  the  I'oreed  subdivision  of  their  lands. 
Their  morals  are  admitted  to  hav(!l)een  excellent:  there 
was  as  nuieb  harmony  among  them  as  it  is  p(»ssible  to 
expect  in  ibis  woild ;  their  differences  were  setth>d 
amicably  :  tlie  poor  were  very  lare  and  were  eagerly 
assisted  by  the  community.  To  be  sure,  there  must  be 
one  discoi'dant  voice  in  this  harmonious  concert  of 
liistorians  aneiit  Acadia,  tli(^  voice  of  Francis  Pai'k- 
nian.  Wen;  llu;  human  ra(!e  divided  into  two  categories, 
the  admirers  of  goodness  and  the   fault-linders,  or,  in 


otiier  woi 


■ds,  tl 


U!     ii'OOt 


1-natured   and   the   crabbed.  Park- 


man  would  raidc  high  among  tlu^  latter.     This  mania  for 


censure,  i 


f  not 


restranu'd,  necessan 


ly  <i 


rags  itii  vietims 


DISCOUKAUEMKNT    VKItV    NATrilAI.. 


is:? 


into  [)iiiti!ility,  aiul  sometiines  intodownrighl  ili.slioiitisty. 
Tilt'  Held  for  I'lvult-fiiulin^  is  illiiuitiil)li!  ;  iiolhing  is 
eiisicr  than  to  give  an  untiivoiublo  coloi'  to  the  most,  iii- 
Moccnt  actions.  Men  are  to  be  found  wiio  will  Mann- 
whatever  you  do,  even  if  you  ciinnol  help  doinu'  ji. 
Listen  to  one  of  these.  *•  They  wert',"  says  I'arkman, 
''a  very  simple  and  ignorant  peasantry,  industrious  and 
frugal  I'dl  fi'll  (Jtfi/K  adtitt'  to  liisroimti/v  thftii." 

Of  course  tht^  Aeadians  were  "discouraged  ""  on  tin- 
sliores  of  New  England;  hut  if  Parkniiui  Iiad  had  a 
spaik  oi  humanity,  he  would  have  readily  understood 
that  no  other  frame  of  mind  was  possible  in  their  then 
desperate  condition.  Did  he  exj)ect  them  to  heeonu! 
colonists  in  the  ])laces  whilhei'  tht'y  had  l)een  exiled? 
Of  what  use  would  lands  liavc  heen  to  sundered 
families,  whose  scattered  mend)ers  bemoaned  their 
.se[)aration,  and,  owing  t(t  Lawrence's  injunctions,  had 
not,  during  eight  years,  iiiitil  the  peace  of  17<'»'),  the 
.sad  pri village  of  searching  for  eaeli  othei.  ifso  be  they 
might  meet  again  '/  Was  there  any  hope  of  making 
steady  colonists,  attaelied  to  the  land  of  their  exile, 
our  of  ))eople  who  had  been  reduced  to  a  state  of  mind 
thai  was  worse  than  death  ;  i(>l)l»ed  of  all  tlieir  posses- 
sions ;  snatciied  from  the  la[i  of  [)leMty  and  their 
smiling  homes  to  become  Ix'ggars  among  men  that 
abliorred  their  language  and  their  faitli  and  often 
sneered  at  them  and  treated  them  wiili  sccun?  Park- 
man  can  talk  olibly  al)out  the  "evil  davs  that  i^ame 
to  discourage  them,"  because  he  does  not  put  himself 
in  their  place.  Being  good-heajted  jieople,  so  simple 
antl  so  unsophisticated,  nothing  was  left  for  them,  y' 
bereaved  as  they  Avere,  but  discouragement. 

Their  very  simplicity  and   ignorance,  joined   to  theii* 
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love  of  hard  work  and  those  high  luoiJil  qualiiits  wit- 
nessed to  by  Parkman's  fellow-eonntryinen.  acUMJ  as  a 
powerful  magnet,  winning  for  them  in  tht'ir  misfort- 
unes the  sym[)athy  of  many  distinguished  writers. 
The  man  of  g»;nerous  instincts  does  not  shrink  from  his 
<»|)pressed  brother,  still  less  does  he  visit  him  with 
st'orn  because  he  is  simple  and  ignorant.  It  is  precisely 
this  simph)  rectitude  that  afforded  a  covetous  despot  the 
o|)portunlty  to  rcdur*;  tlicin  to  beggary,  so  that  he 
might  fatten  on  the  fruits  of  their  toil. 

Tillage  ami  tlu^  raising  of  live  stock  were  their  cliicf 
occupations.  I'arkman  s«jems  to  r('j)roach  them  fur 
having  *' little  spirit  of  adventuic."  I»nt,  surely,  their 
preferenct)  for  agi'icultuial  pursuits  shows  a  liighei- 
civili'/.ation  tlian  that  of  tlu*  roving  hunter.  tra])piM'  and 
lislierman.  Vo.vy  likely,  had  they  been  what  I'arkman 
reproaciies  them  with  not  Inung,  he  W(»ul<l  have  had 
still  harder  things  to  say  against  them.  We  .see,  li\' 
Winslow's  statistical  table,  that  each  family  in  tlio 
Mines  District  had.  on  an  average;,  -•»  head  of  horneci 
cattle,  80  sheep  and  14  pigs.  This  would  be  a  large 
aviirage  in  our  own  day  and  nnist  have;  been  })roportioti- 
ably  grvatei"  then,  sint^e  it  ntpriisented  the  slow  increase 
of  a  few  head  of  cattle  brouijht  into  the  country  7'> 
veal's  before.  It  took  lifty  yea  is  of  continuous  occupa- 
tion of  the  lands  of  the  Acadians  after  the  dispersion 
to  bring  the  total  of  the  Hritish  s<;ttlers  in  the  Mines 
liiisin  up  to  the  total  of  the  Acadians  \\'hen  thev  were 
driven  out,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that,  the  liritish 
settlers  iM^gan  in  greater  numbers  than  were  theorigiii.d 
Acadian  settlers  and  took  posst^ssion  of  lands  alrendy 
tilled,  whereas  the  begiiniings  of  the  Acadians  had  been 
most    arduous  owing  to   the  forests  the}'  had   to  clear 
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siiid  lliti  imuslu!s  tlioy  liiv<l  to  dniiii.  'I'hou^h  tin-  mu- 
ccssors  of  tlie  Acjuliiuis  set  givat  store  by  tlu'  dik»'(l 
liinds  iiJid  were  able  to  use  a  pait  of  tlie  <likinjj  con- 
structed by  tbe  Aciuliaus,  yet  tbe  area  enclosed  liy 
(likes  diminished  (greatly  in  tbe  bands  of  the  Hiili.sb 
settlers.*  When  in  17<»')  tbe  new  colonists  w  islied  to 
reconstruct  or  i'e[)aii'  tbese  dikes,  tbey  applied  to  (iov- 
ernor  Belcbei'  for  permission  to  (imjiloy  Acadians  at  the 
expense  of  tbe  (iovernment,  altbongb  they  tbemsehcs 
liad  bad  the  advantage  of  occupy  inn'  cleared  lands. f 

True,  tbe  Acadians  were  simph?  and  ignorant :  l»ut 
at  that  time  most  peiisants  in  I^ui-oj)e,  an<l  hardly 
less  s{)  in  England,  were  ignorant.  It  wotild  be  nnfair 
not  to  take  into  account  tbeii-  altogether  excci)tioiial 
situation.  Tbe  ITo  families  that  weie  left  as  cohtnisls 
in  what  Wius  then  an  f)Ut-of-t be-way  place;  remained 
just  as  isohited  under  Kreneb  dominion  as  tliey  after- 
wards were  ujidcr  IJritish  lule.  When  we  considci- 
that,  in  sucli  an  environnjent,  (be  net'd  of  education 
was  but  slightly  felt,  and  tbe  desire,  born  of  that  need, 
was  (IuUimI  in  (jourse  of  time  by  IJie  obstacles  that  stood 
in  llie  way  of  its  giatitication,  their  ignoraiuie  is  not 
siu'[>rising.     lint,   were   it  as  inexcusable  and  as  com- 

*  S<v  IfaliliitrtDii,  Hist,  of  Nova  Si^otia. 

f  Tliii  nuMHoriiil  of  tlio  iiiliiil)itaiits  of  Kiiij;  f'oiiiity,  ftc.  I'tc,  ••  'I'hat  tlif 
Aeatlians  who  Imvi'  bitliortolMM-nstutioncd  in  thisCoiinty  have  txtcn  of  urn 'a  f. 
uso  iiH  hiboroFH  in  a.ssistiiif^  tlio  <!arryiiiK  on  our  busiiicsM  in  Aj,'ncnlluro 
and  iniprovi'iiieiits  in  };»)n<>ral,  Imt  particniarly  in  the  repairing  iiml  iiiakiii;; 
«(  dykes,  u  work  which  tiit'y  are  acHMistonied  to.  and  experienced  in.  aii(i 
wo  find  ttiat  without  their  further  assjstanee  many  of  us  eannot  emitinue 
our  iniprovoinents,  nor  pioui»h,  nor  sow  our  lands,  nor  finish  tlie  dykin< 
still  retjuired  to  secure  them  from  salt  water,  and  lieins;  convinced  from 
exjiorionce  that  unless  those  dyke  lantis  are  inclosed  we  cannot  with  eer- 
taiuty  raise  bread  for  our  sidisistence. 

".Tohn  Rurbidye.  Hiiniuel  \VillouKl)y.  Handly  rhipinan,  Klisha  Lathiop, 
Natlmu  do  Wolf,  Robert  Dennison,  ./wig'e  h)sr/i(mi]iit,  Moseif  df  /f5 
Dfrnicrx,  W.  Yonj»n,  Henry  Denson,  Joseph  Wilson.  .Io8oj)h  Haly,  Henj. 
Hiinford.  In  Ijohiilf  of  tlu*  inhabitants  of  Coruwullls,  Horton,  Windsor, 
Fulinouth  and  New  Port." 
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plclf  us  Paikmiiii  s(t  ol'teii  insinuates,  that  \v(»ul(l  not  K; 
a  reason  to  t»  at  them  with  seorn  <U'  to  refuse  tlieni  the 
synijiatliy  that  misfortiuie  elicits,  esjieeially  when  that 


niis 


nne  is  uiMteservec 


(1. 


fort 
The  con^ihiiency  with  wliich  he  is  continually  harp- 


in<j^  on    their    ij^noi-aiiee   and   siniplieity   in   conneetioii 
ith   their  woes,  as  if  their  i<^noianee  and   simplicity 


^^ 


could  excuse  or  attenua 


te  tl 


H'  crime  o 


f  th 


leir  oi>|n<'ssors. 


is.  to  put  it  mildly,  strangely  out  of  season.  In  point 
of  fact,  we  know,  from  tluMr  petitions,  thid  one-fourth 
and  sometimes  one-third  of  the  names  are  signed  hy  the 
j)etiti«niers:  which  is  far  from  imi»lying  such  utter  illit- 
eracy as  Parkman  hints  at. 


Havnal.  'i'Ji<>  iwrt-r  xnirthv.  Amdiaiu 


sa,V! 


Talk 


man. 


has 


(htal 


made  an  idisil  pictureol  tiiem.  since  c'opioc 


th 


(1  and 


im- 


proved in  prose  and  verse,  till  A(!adia  has  ht'come  Area- 
ilia.  This  humble  society  had  its  disturbing  elements, 
for  the  Acadians.  like  the  Canadians,  were  a  litigious 
race  and  neighbors  often  quarrelled  about  their  bound- 
aries. Xor  were  they  without  a  bountiful  share  of  jeal- 
i|>.  and  backbiting  to  relieve  the  monotony  of 


ousv.  <'-oss 


theii'  live 


Parki 


man    lias  a  horror  ol   monotonv. 


It 


wou 


Id, 


m- 


<lecd.  have  been  monotoiums  to  stick  to  commonly 
received  opinions:  he  thought  he  laii  n(»  great  ri.sk 
in  supposing  a  different  state  of  things.  It  is  quite 
triK;  that  Raynal  had  nexcr  seen  any  Acadians  excei)t 
those  who  took  rt'fuge  in  France;  his  views  wer«;  based 
on  hcaisay  ami  common  report  :  this  was  much,  though 
too  little  to  ensure  absolute  precision  ;  but  does  not  the 
same  reproach  iq)ply  with  still  greater  force  to  Park- 
man,  who  is  so  )(ositiv(\  though  he  has  no  known  evi- 
dence at  all  to  back  him  ?     No  doubt,  he  was  at  lilxirty 


Li- 
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to  suj»)i()S('  tliiit  llu*  .stale  ol  socicly  drsciilKMl  l)y  iiiiyiial 
ami  liy  so  many  utlu-rs  was  an  ideal  pictiin-  inccuu- 
j»atil)K-  witli  liiiuiaii  frailty:  lifiici'  lann'  tlic  dark  culoi-s 
his  iina^'iiiatioii  added  to  tii*-  ])i(iiir(':  lif  may  liavo 
liioii^lit  lliat  ill  d(»iii<^  so  in-  toidd  not  he  far  w  roiit^,  and 
indi'»'d  1  in\si'lf  am  iiicliiird  to  think  llavnai's  lijrhts 
iiffdt'tl  sonic  slia<lin<^':  hut  what  I  conijilaiii  of  is  that 
rarkman  is  iiivi-ntivt'ly  |»ositivi'  without  j)ioof.  and  that 
th»'  imfortimati-  hcnt  (»f  his  mind  and  htait  iiavc  h-d  to 
tlif  liinnintif  of  a  itictiirc  iiion-  ima<nnai'V  than  that  of 
llayual.  Here  a<j;ain  we  must  ohseivc  what  an  imjior- 
taiit  fat'tof  tluMr  situation  was  :  it  made  jiossihh-  a  state 
of  tilings  that  under  other  eireuinslanees  would  have 
heeii  imj)os.sihle.  The  <»riginal  population  w;vs  less 
in«ttley  than  in  other  colonies:  they  were  all  sons  of 
husbandmen  or  hushandnu'U  thcniselves.  Three-fourths 
««f  this  little  iiaticMi  were  descended  from  the  47  heads 
of  families  that  settled  in  the  country  a  century  Iwfore 
their  dispersion  :  tlu-y  were  all  related  or  conneetod  l)y 
niarriay;e:  their  fertile  lamls  furnished  in  ahiindauce  all 
that  coidd  satisfy  their  simjdc  wants.  Left  ti»  ihem- 
bclves.  they  were  self-supptti tin<r  ami  locally  self-y;o\- 
«'incd.  dispensing  with  courts  of  justice,  policemen  and 
haililTs.  .rcj^ulating  the  puhlic  husiness  of  each  j)arish  in 
common,  settlin*,' their  tlisjjutes  hy  arhilration.  In  tlie 
entire  volume  of  the  Archives  we  lind  not  a  single  in- 
stance  of  dissidencc  among  themselves  when   nnH'ting 


I 


or    coiicel 


ted 


action,  not  an  instance  of  nn 


Acad 


I  an  ni- 


raigned  for  nuirder.  tludt.  assault   or   indec«'ncv;    tliese 


ihinirs  are  not  so  much  as  mentioned 


Tl 


lis  astonisl 


ling 


fatt  is,  of  course,  atlrihutaiilc  to  their  cxci'ptional  situa- 
tion. Any  reasonable  exphination  of  it  is  admissible: 
but  the  fact  is  b  yoml  a  doubt.     Considering  that  nior- 
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allty  is  not  an  uiiiiiipoitaiil  inatler,  slidiild  their  pricsis 
liavelnuls(uiiu(liiii,!4'  to  do  with  tln'se  splendid  icsnlts.  il  i>. 
jMjrlijips,  not  luskino'  Ido  imuli  if  we  bespeak  an  ijidulptit 
view  ot'llie  autlioiity  tlicy  sosnccessl'niiy  exercisefl.  I  lad 
the  peopli^  treed  llicniselves  in  a  yifater  decree  IVoni  lliis 
eoiitrol.  wliicli  I'aiknian  consideis  s(»  fatal  to  mental 
robustness,  what  they  mii^ht  have  n^ained  in  in<lej»end- 
enee,  in  initiative,  in  niateiial  progress,  they  would 
piohahly  have,   lost   in   moral   worth,  ihiift.  trnslworthi- 


noss   and  eontentnieiit. 


I 


am    as   <>r,'at   an   aihmiei    as 


I'arkman  is  of  the  eompu'sis  of  the  human  intellect, 
of  the  soul's  upwai'd  strivini^s.  I  hdifve  in  a.  eonstaiit 
an<l  iMMiofieent  <'Voliition  itf  ('hristian  nations  alon^r 
lines  marktid  out  hy  TrovideniM'  :  yd,  if  in  i-eadint;  ihe 
records  of  tlx;  past.  I  meet  with  an  infant  nation   happy 


uid  jtrosperons.  cnjoyint>'  a  s(»mewhat  pimnlivt 


hut 


Veiv 


virtuous  fellowship,  and  all  impij'LTUated  with  the  tiuc 
(Miristiau  s[»iril,  I  do  not  si(»p  to  retlect  on  the  narrow 
limits  of  tln,'ir  mental  horizon,  on  the  i^reater  or  less 
control  exerciscil  hy  some  of  their  leaders,  on  the  (louht- 
ful  heiielits  of  a  revoliUion  in  their  ideas;  I  am  satislied 
with  admii'inj^'  what  I  hehold,  wilhoin  mental  r<'ser\a- 
tioi)  and  without  expressing  any  wish  foi'  otlii-r  scones: 
1  leave  to  time  the  slow  j)rocess  of  evolution.  feeliiiL,'^ 
coiivineed  that  virtiu;  is  after  all  the  most  abidiiiL;-  and 
precious  of  hlessiuLjs. 

I'jvrkmau  could  not  fail  to  rei)rodnce  the  o})inion  of 
the  two  French  oHicers  which  has  found  its  way  into 
{\\v.  volume  <»f  Archives  and  is  mentioiied  above  :  but 

Ffiiii-li  iijf}- 
/o/.x."  he  says,  "described  their  dwellinu's  as   wretched 


he  does  so  in  his  usual   misleadint;'  way 


wooden  lM)xes,  without  ornaments  or  convenienees,  and 
scarcely  supplied  with  furniture.     Two  or  more  families 
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1  SO 


often  o(;cii|»i»'(l  tin-  siiiiK-  liuusc  :  aiitl  tlicir  wiiy  ol'  lite, 
tliotiufli  simple  ami  vijluous.  wiis  l»y  no  iiicuiis  it'nmrkiil>li! 
lor  clciiiiliiic'ss.'* 

Tilt'  inverted  coiniiiiis  iiic  mine:  there  are  iioiie  in 
I'lirkmiiir.s  (|iiolation.  Where  <lo  llie  wcmls  ol'  the 
••  p'ttMich  ollieials  ■"  end/  We  eannoi  till.  The  reader 
will  he  inclined  to  think  that  the  whole  passajjfc;  is  hor- 
unved  vi'thalim  from  them,  while  in  icalitv  the  latter 
half  is  eitiier  evolved  fiom  I'arkman's  imafi;i nation  or 
based  on  sennet hiny  he  alone  has  tiiiearthed  nolxidy 
knows  where. 

Let  ns  examine  moic  closely,  in  this  short  ([uotation, 
I'arkman's  favcn'ite  metiiod  :  for  this  is  a  typical  instiiiiee 
and  will  serve  to  throw  light  on  many  similar  passages. 
What  anth(»rity  had  he  to  go  hy?  Two  Frem-li  oflicei-s, 
and  periiajis  oidy  one,  sine»^  a  letter  signed  hy  two  per- 
sons is  written  by  one  alone,  and  the  silent  jiartner  is 
not  likely  to  object  to  assertions  that  seem  to  him  un- 
important and  of  whicli  perhaps  he  has  no  j)ersonal 
knowledge.  Moreover,  these  two  officers  resided  at 
Qm'bec.  and,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain  by 
spe<'ial  researches,  never  set  foot  in  l.onisbnrg  or 
lieansejonr.  (^onse(piently.  I'arkman's  jirf>of.  b(>sides 
being  grounded  on  one  of  those  sweeping  assertions  that 
aie  always  so  <langerons,  is  prettv  nearly  worthless. 
How.  then,  is  he  going  to  give  it  weight  '.'  Hy  two 
easy  dodges,  the  first  of  which  is.  withont  mentioning 
the  names  of  these  oflicers.  to  use  a  term.  ••  I'rench  olTi- 
cials."  which  has  the  advantage  of  conveying  a  specific 
as  well  as  a  generic  meaning;:  ><pecilie.  in  that  it  sug- 
gests, not  oilieers  travelling  among  natives  whom  they 
did  not  know,  bnt  officers  on  duty  in  the  neighborhood 
of  the  Aeadians,  either  on   Cape   lireton  Island  or  at 
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ciiusi-joiir  ;  g» 


iicric.    ill   tliiit   it 


siij^^i'sts,   not    one    OT 


two.  hut  an  iii(l«'liiiit«*  imiiiU'i-.  say.  liv*.'.  twenty  i»r 
pt'iliaps  all  iIh'  Kiciirli  utiii-ials  in  tlu>  country.  'I'lic 
second  dodj^c.  which  is  one  thai  ht;  oltiMi  a<h)|its.  consists 
in  tackiiij^  on  to  the  (jiiotatioii  other  ijraver  chaiyc.s 
t'oiinded  on  no  known  proof,  and  then  in  inakiiiL;  these 
additions  })ass  for  (lait  of  the  (|Uotation  hy  oiiiittiii<j^  all 
<|Uotatioii  marks.  Out  of  ii«-\t  to  notliinn;  he  thus  con- 
structs an  aitpan'iitly"  stroii<r  piece  of  evithiiice. 


If  I  insist  so  much  on  the  hasis  of  I'aikmairs  char; 


t's, 


it  is  not  hecause  of  tlieir  intrinsic  importance,  which  is 
iiKMinsiderahle,  hut  l)eeause  of  that  which  they  borrow 
fioin  the  high  position  he  has  fraudulently  won. 
Though  it  is  a  tliaiikless  tiisk,  yet  tlie  moment  one  has 
set  his  face  against  <lisgust,  Hke  a  surgeon  about  to 
operate,  the  jnocess  of  following  liim  in  liis  shifts  and 
twists  heeomes  really  interesting.  IJut  oiu;  cannot  help 
reHectiii"  all  the  time  that  a  writer  who  lowers  himself 
to  such  jx'tty  arts  ami  works  like  a  mole  underground, 
is  in(;apahle  of  rising  to  the  higher  strata  of  thought. 
Nor  is  tliere  any  uiikindness  in  trying  to  unmask  a  cheat 
for  the  sake  of  truth.  The  enterprise;  is  useful,  nay. 
iiecessaiy.  My  object  is  to  i)oint  out  the  methods  of 
this  literary  malefactor,  in  the  hope  that  others  may 
pursiu'  investigation   fiirthei'.     I  have  cfmllned   myself 


to  the  ninety  pages  tliat  refer  to  Aeadia,  and  even  liere 
1  have  only  reviewed  the  most  obvious  points.  As  these 
ninety  pages  t\n  not  constitute  a  thirtieth  part  of  I'ark- 
man's  works,  there  must  remain  a  perfect  mine  of 
Pichoii-tiicks  (  Piclioniierie.s)  to  unearth;  for  he  who 
has  formed  the  habit  of  fraud  will  use  it  as  often  as  it 
suits  him.  It  is  only  the  lirst  steps  in  this  downward 
ii.illi  tliat  make  a  man  hesitate. 


CLKANMNKSS. 


in 


"  Not  rfinivikiil)lp  for  cleiuiliiioss."  I  had  always 
tliou^^lil  llicy  iirre  reiiuirkiihU'  lor  ck'iinliiiess  ;  ami  F 
liiiv«'  liiul  imu'h  lH!tt<M'  opporlunities  tliaii  Piirknian  U>r 
iiiioii.      I   have  known   at   U'iist   two   ir«'n- 


forniing  an  o]) 

(■rations  of  Acadians   Ijofore 


my 


time,  and    \hv   nldt-si 


nifinlHjrs  of  the  Acadian  coniniunitv  in  wliich  my  »  arlv 
years  were  spent  had  inlieritr'd  tlieir  hahits  of  deaidinos 
directly  from  the  vit;tims  of  the  deportation.  Me>id«s. 
the  deseriptions  I  will  (juote  further  on  of  Acadian 
homes  lay  stress  upon  their  orderliness  and  tidiiu-ss. 
two  (pialities  which  are  inseparabh^  from  cleanliness. 
This  last  assertion  of  Parkman's,  forming  pait,  as  it 
does,  of  that  s«'ntence  which   he  has   tackiMl  on   to   the 


al  words  of  tht;  two  French  officers,  seems   t< 


me 


origin 

a  pure  fabrication  intended  to  cast  a  slur  upon  a  wlutie 

jieople. 

Were  I  to  follow  his  example,  I  could  paint  in  sombre 
colors  the  Anglo-American  soldiers  of  that  period,  with- 
out leaving  the  limits  of  Nova  Scotia.  Parkman  must 
be  aware  of  the  opinions  held  aneiit  them  by  Admiral 


K 


now 


les,  f 


lovernor  o 


f  I. 


louisburcr 


.Ml  those  I  found 


here,"  he  writes  to  the  Smu'tari/  'tf  Sfufr,  "from   the 
generals  down   to   the  coi[)orals,  wen;  sellers  of   nun.      TA 
The    soldiers  are   la/.y.  dirty,   obstinate  :    I    rejoice    at 
''ettiii''  lid   of  them,  and    I   ititv  Warren   who  had  to 
deal  with  them." 

The  militiamen  here  referred  to  belonged,  if  1  mis- 
take not,  to  an  ex})editioii  undertaken  as  a  icligious 
crusade  against  popery  :  tlicy  were  tlic  pick  >A'  the 
colony  of  Massachusetts.  Upstarting  from  this  d<.'lil>- 
erat(^  statement  of  an  admiral  to  so  distinguished  a 
])erson  as  the  Duke  of  Newcastle.  Secretary  of  Statti 
and  Head  of  the  British  (Toveinment,  I  .should  infer 
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tlif  iiii('l(Miiliiu's,s  iiiid  (Icj^iadiitioii  of  tlicsc  MiilitiiinuMi 
iiiid.  ( Miistiuclivt'Iy.  of  tlic  rlitiif  |H)|iuIiit  ion  of  Ntw 
l-iiylaml.  I  should  Im'  doiii^r  exactly  what  I'iirUiiiiiii  lias 
doin'  ill  ifft'ii'iicc  to  tlir  Aciidiiiiis.  with  this  strikiiij^ 
ditTfniifc,  howfvi'r,  that  I  should  not  1m'  diiiwiiij;  on 
my  iinai.nnat ion  nor  rclyinu;  iipoii  thf  casual  tcniark  of 
iPci.xMiN  uilliout  cither  kiiowledLrc  oi'  authority.  I>ut, 
as  I  am  \\ritin<^'  with  no  intention  of  thiowin^r  niud  at 
any  <»iic.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say.  befoic  examinin;^''  the 
facts,  iM'fore  wcij^hini;-  the  motives  or  tlu;  personal  worth 
of  this  admiral,  that  his  charges,  distinct  and  delinile 
as  they  iii'''<  produic  very  little  impression  upon  me.  I 
am   i?icline(l   to  think  he  wi'ote   thus  out    of  spleen   or 


vexation,  iM-causc  he  was  anyry  at  tlie  independent  ways 
of  the  Amei'ican  militia.      I^arkmaii,  who,  in   his  excur- 


sions   across 


tl 


10    eoiitineii 


t,    h 


lis 


)lt 


ked 


ip   so    many 


things,  has  not.  to  the  hest   of  uiy  knowkMlge,  noticed 
this  (»iic. 

Uaynal's  work  was  known  to  llaliburton  as  well  as  to 
I'arkman  :  l>nt  the  Nova  Scotia  Chief  .lustice  had  the 
fuiiher  advantage  <d'  living  near  tlu'  Acadians.  When 
he    wrote    his    llistoiv,   7.")   years  after    the    disjx'rsion. 


lilt 


Acadi 


iaiis  whom  he  was  actpiainted  with   no  longer 


enjoyed  the  competence  of  the  olden  time.  Their 
si  niggle  for  existeni'c  was  i)ainful.  'I'olerated  on  lands 
of  inferior  (piality,  they  engaged  in  tlu;  lisheiies  or  the 


coast ing-ti'ade.  'I'heir  presi-nt  mode  of  life  Avas  not  .so 
favorable  as  had  been  their  past  to  an  idyllic  condition 
of  >oeiety.  Yet  here  is  what  llaliburton  adds  to  Ins 
quotation  from  Raynal  : 

■•  Sn(;|i  is  tlif  picture  of  these  people  as  drawn  l)y  Kaynai.  By 
niuiiy.  it  is  tliou^lil  to  re]>nseiit  a  state  of  .social  liappiness,  toUiUy 
inconsistent  witli  tlie  frailties  of  huiuuii  nature  :   and  tliat  it  i«* 
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worthy  ratlitr  of  tlic  luit  tlmii  tlir  liisioriiin.  In  iliscrilijiiK  !i 
m-i>iif  of  riinil  I'flicit.x  like  llii^.  it  is  not  iiiiprohiilili-  tliiit  liis  tiar- 
rativ)'  lias  |iai'tiiktii  of  tlir  wariiilli  nl  tctlin^  tor  wliicli  In*  w.u* 
tfinarkalilr  Imt  it  I'liniix  iinircr  lln  linlli  tliilii  in  [/infriillif 
iiiiiiijiimi.  Traililiiiii  i->  ficsli  and  |N»ili\i'  in  the  MirioiH  |iart> 
uf  the  rniti'tl  Statfs,  w  lirri-  {\w\  wt-i-f  locatt'il.  rrs|K'i'tiinj;  llirir 
^uili'lcss.  |M>arcalilt>  an<l  »ri-n|iul*>UN  rliararti'i*  :  ami  tlic  itfM'<>n<l- 
ant.->  nC  tliiiM'  wIkim-  liaiK  iht-rislKMl  and  cndrarinK  Im-al  att.'i<-li- 
tiii'iit  indiict'd  tlicni  to  return  to  llir  land  of  tluir  nativity,  ^till 
ilist'i'vi'  tlir  name  oi  ;i  mild.  Irn^ial  and  pioiis  |h-o|>Ii'.°' 

All  liiii|o|i  this  <>|iiiiinii  id  a  (|iiilsi-(Miiit«-liiitoi'iii  V, 
Nvcit^litv  as  il  is,  t'iiilt'tl  td  atliiirl  I'ai  kiiiaii's  altt'iitioii  ; 
alllntiiL;li  llir  vciy  iiiiint'  of  so  ciiiiiiriil  ;i  w  rilcf  is  lu'Vri- 
tiitiilioind  li\  liiin.  I  tiiist  I  may  '"'  iillowcd  to  »[iioU' 
tlif  ojiiiiioiis  of  |)ci'soiis  wlio  liad  iiiiuli  to  tlo  witli  tin; 
4lc|M>rtatii)ii.  ami  in  tloimr  xt  I  am  fat'  I'ldin  preteiulinijf 
ttt  tiiliinliicii  Ml.  I'aikmaii.  wlio  liad  iIicm'  |  uissiij^us  Ih'- 
foii'  liim  when  lie  \vi(»lt':  I  incitlN  wisli  to  I'liiiiish  llu; 
tm|iirjii«lic('(l  iViuU'i'  witli  icliahlc  data  lioiii  the  most 
autiu'Mtif  soiiicfs. 

'I'lic    Kt'V.    AlldlCW     IJloWII.  W  Ishilio    to  rollcct    illfollllil- 

tioii  oil  tlic  iliiiiactt  1.  iiiaiim'i>  and  Iiiiliit>  ol  tin;  Ai.i- 
diaiis.  m;id»'  imniirii's  (d  |iti>(tii>  wlio  liad  had  cxi'tdlriit 
op|ioi  tiiiiitifs  of  jmlniiiiL;.  < 'm'  \\;is  <";i|ilrtiii  lirook 
Watsoii,  who  had  i;ommamU'd  tlii-  dt'taclimfiit  .sunt  ti» 
r»ay  W-itc  to  liin y  «»ll'  tiit-  iiihahitaiits  a;iil  hiiiii  their 
lioiiscs.  and,  on  another  occasion,  liad  had  cummand  of 
a  llotilla  of  several  vi'ssels  tianspoilim;'  the  Aeadians 
from  Halifax  to  liostoii.  Another  of  Uiown's  witnesses 
is  tliat  Moses  de  les  Dernieis  who  played  so  wretched 
a  part  dtiring  the  deportation.  This  one  I  (jiiote  iirst  : 
"  The  Acadiaiis  were  the  most  iimoeent  and  virtuous 
people  I  have  ever  known  oi-  read  td'  in  any  history. 
Thev  lived  in  a  state  <d'  perfect  eiiualitv,  without  dis- 
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tiiiclidii  <»r  liiiik  ill  .stM'ii!iy.  I'ln'  titlt;  (•!  •  Mi^Ui  "  Wii* 
iiiikiKiNMi  iiiiioiig  tlu'iii.  Kiii)\viM}{  iiotliiii^'  ul  luxiiiy  or 
»;vrii  111  I  lit'  idiivt'iiiL'nces  ul'  lil\;,  tlu-y  wrrc  coiitt'iil  with 
II  t>iin{ilu  iniuiiM.T  *il'  living,  wliicli  lliey  easily  cDiiipii.sM-d 
by  tliu  tillage  of  tlirir  liinds.  Very  litllt*  aniltitioii  or 
(tifarin:  nvjw  U»  Im-  sih'Ii  aiiioiig  tlu-iii  ;  tlii'V  aiilicipaled 
(iacli  ctlluii's  wants  with  kindly  lilinalily  ;  I  hey  dt*- 
in.'indt'd  no  inU-rt-si  It)!-  loans  of  iiionry  or  otlicr  piop- 
erty.  riiry  weif  liuniam*  and  hos|tilal)lt'  to  straiiLr«'i>, 
and  very  lilM'ial  towaid  those  wlio  cniluafed  theii'  rclig- 
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purity  ol'  morals.     I  do  nol  renienil)er  a  single  inslancu 
of   illegiliiiiate    hirtli   among   then),   even    to    this    day. 
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leir   attainments    in    agriculture    were    very    linn 
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though  they  cultivated  well  enough  tlieir  tliked  lands. 
"   They  wv.iv,  altogether  ignorant  of  progress  in   the 


irt.s  and  sciences. 
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1  and  write  well ;  some  could  do  so,  hut   i 
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perfecUy,  and  none  of  them  had  learned  the  iiu'chanical 
arts.  Kach  hushandman  was  his  own  areliiteet  and 
ea»h  land-owiu'r  tilled  the  soil.     They  lived  in  almost 
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they  wanted  salt  and  tools,  heeause  they  used  very  little 
iron  in  the  other  agricultural  implements. 

"They  themselves  eiihivated  and  made  U|»  \\hattiver 
w.vs  needed  for  their  clothing,  which  was  uniform.  A.s 
for  colors  they  were  fond  of  Idack  and  red.  and  liked  to 
have  stripes  on  their  Uigs,  knots  of  rihhons  and  flowing 
bows.  Notwithstanding  their  negligence,  their  want  of 
skill  and  knowledge  in  agiieultuie.  they  amassed  abun- 
dant stores  of  food  and  elothiiig,  and  had  comfortable 
dwellings. 

''  riiey   weie  a  veiy  healthy  people,  able  to  endure 
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giviil  falijjiU",  ftinl  «,nMi«'riill\  livini,'  lo  n  very  iuIvhmcimI 
ii^c,  tIi()M<^)i  lioiu'  of  tlirlii  flii|il()V<'i|  iloclors.  'I'lir  lilili 
woikftl  liiii'il  ill  till'  sdwiiiL;  ;iinl  liinNt'sliiiL;-  »if;i>.(ii|>.  in 
ifu' st'iison  snilrd   for  luiililini,'   itr    if|iairiiiu;   iliko,  mni 

wln'll«'V<'r    WOlk     lliul    tu    \u-    tinlic    (|i|i(lsl\.       'I'Im  V    llillS 

.s('(iir«'«l.  lor  at  li'iust  Inilf  tlir  ycai.  leisure  wliidi  iImv 
ciiiploycd  ill  social  _i;atli(;riti|jfs  and  aiiuisciiiciits  of  uhirli 
lliey  \vi'i«?  very  fond.  Hut  tin-  wonim  wnc  nioic  con- 
stanliv  at  woik  tlian  llu*  men:  lioucvt  r,  tlicy  liad  a 
toiisidcraltlr  sliait'  in  tlir  ainn.scnii'iits  of  tlic  I'oiiih'I. 
Tliou^di  llu-y  \\«'ic  all  (inilr  illit»i"t",  yt't  it  seldom  lia|'- 
]»ened  that  any  of  tliein  ieinaiiie«l  8i!.  iit  for  a  lon|i>-  time 
in  i;omj[)aiiy.  Tliey  never  seemed  itl  u  loss  for  soinetliini'' 
to  talk  about.  In  Hliort.  tliey  aj»|HMrcd  a!  iieart  joy- 
ful and  j^'ay  and  of  one  mind  almost  a' ways.  If  any  dis- 
)»nte>  aroso  in  tlieir  transactions,  tlie;,  always  snhinitted 
to  the  decision  of  an  arbitratoi,  ai.d  their  llnal  ajuiral 
Wiis  to  the  jtrii'sts.  Althoiiifli  1  Imv,;  known  a  few  iii- 
staiicj's  of  mutual  recrimination  ufter  these  di  i  i.'^iop., 
still  one  seldom  or  never  noticed  amont,'  ilieiii  ihoiiM-hts 
of  malice  or  revi-ntfe.  Finally,  they  were  ijuite  nccns- 
tonied  to  iM'have  with  candor  ni'.icr  all  cii(unistance>. 
Really,  if  there  ever  was  a  pcojilt;  that  recalle<i  tiie 
goldt'ii  ain'c,  as  descrilM-d  in  history,  that  people  was  the 
old-time  Acadians." 

lire  tk  Watson's  description  reads  thus:  ••  They  were 
an  honest,  hard-working,  soln'r  and  virtuous  people; 
randy  did  (piarrels  arise  among  th(!m.  In  summer,  the 
men  weic  continually  at  work  on  their  farms;  in  winter, 
tliev  were  t'n<ra<re<l  in  euttin«'  wood  for  their  fuel  and 
fences,  and  iu  hunting;  tin;  women  spent  their  time  card- 
ing, spinning  and  weaving'  wool.  tla\  and  hem|>  which 
this  country  furnislied  in  plenty.      These  articles,  with 
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thi  fur  of  ])t.'iii',  bt'iivcr,  fox,  (titer  uml  iiiiirteii  pr'jvided 
them  not  only  with  conifortuljle,  l>ut  often  with  tii*t»'- 
ful  giirnu;nts.  Tlie}'  also  proeured  for  them  «tthei"  i:ee- 
essary  oi-  useful  ol)jeet.s  l)y  means  of  the  ex<-iiant;e  trade 
they  earried  on  w  ith  tlie  French  and  Kn^lish.  There 
were  few  houses  without  a  ca^k  of  p'renrh  wine.  The}' 
liad  no  other  dves  thiui  black  and  jjrcen  :  hut,  to  obtain 
red,  of  which  thev  vere  )-eniarkablv  fond,  thcv  «rot  Entr- 
lish  red  stuffs,  which  llu-y  cut  uv.  ravelled  out,  carded, 
spun  and  wove  into  strips  to  adorn  the  women's  dresses. 
Their  country  was  so  rich  in  ]>rovisions  that,  as  I  havt; 
heard,  an  ox  couhl  lu;  boindit  htr  tiftv  shillin''s.  a  shi'i'i* 
for  live,  and  a  bushel  of  wheat  for  eighteen  ptnue, 
Vounn'  men  were  not  enconra^'ed  to  marry  nidess  the 
youny  n'irl  could  weave  a  piece  of  clotii.  an«l  the  3«>iui<^ 
man  make  a  pair  of  wheels.  'J'hcse  accomplishmt^nts 
weic  deemed  essential  for  their  marriaire  settlement, 
ami  they  hardl}-  needed  anything  else,  for  every  time 
lilt  re  was  a  wedding  the  whole  village  contribntcfl  to 
set  up  the  newly-married  couple.  They  built  a  house 
for  them,  and  cleared  enough  land  for  their  immediate 
needs;  tlnsy  gave  them  live  stock  ami  jKiultiy;  and  nat- 
ure', seconded  by  their  own  labor,  sfx»n  put  them  in  a 
j)osi(ion  (o  helj)  others.  1  havt;  m-ver  ln-ard  of  marital 
intidelitv  anion<i'  them.  Their  lonj;  cold  winters  were 
spent  in  the  pleasures  of  joyous  hospitality.  As  they 
had  j>lenty  of  firewood,  their  houses  were  always  com- 
forlabU'.  liUstic  songs  and  dancing  were  their  princi[)al 
annisement."  * 

*  0)lUH-tii>u  (if  N.  S.  Hist.  Soc.  Vol.  II.  p.  132.  This  is  tak.-u  from  (  as- 
jjraiii''^  triiiislatiiiii. 

H<>ri'  is  (111  extract  from  a  iettiT  adilroirw*.-*!  to  tin-  Due  <1<'  Nivcriiiiis  uii 
Dec.  2,  17(!2:  "The  Ai'uiliaiis  livcil  liki-  th'-  .-iiiHciit  f/atriarclis  ainiii 
tlii'ir  flo('ks  anil  ln'nls.  in  tln'  imiofi-rici-  ami  tf,uality  i>f  tin-  i'arli(>fst  ngo*. 
All  tliuso  who  liav.'  Uiiivwu  tluiii  spfak  with  ''luotiou  •>!  thvii  virtu«3  aud 
thoir  t^appiness, " 
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T  have  little  to  iuld  or  change  in  these  descriptions  of 
Acadian  mannei-s.  In  their  lights  as  in  theii-  shades  I 
know  them  to  be  fairly  correct,  and  that  is  all  I  am 
looking  for.  What  a  difference  between  these  pictures 
and  the  disjointed  extracts  culled  here  and  there  by 
l*arknianl  Seldom  does  the  hisUuian  mecl  with  mati;- 
rials  combining  in  so  high  a  degree  those  conditions 
that  inspire  confidence  and  respect.  'I'he  circumstances 
in  which  these  descriptions  were  (iomposed  arc  unique  : 
they  w^ue  intended  to  figure  in  a  history  which  Brown 
wjus  preparing.  This  man,  whose  high  character  sets 
him  on  the  same  level  as  Haliburton  and  Murdoch,  when 
ciusting  al)out  him  for  competent  witnesses,  nnist  have 
chosen  them  with  discernment  and  with  the  fullest  cou- 
lidence  in  their  ability  and  willingness  to  tell  the  un- 
varnished truth.  Considering  that  the  JMlornuition 
furnished  by  these  men  was  intended  for  so  important  a 
j)urpose,  it  is  evident  that  they  must  have  been 
thorougfhlv  conversant  with  the  subject  and  must  have 
carefully  weighed  their  words.  In  fact  they  seem  to 
be  replying  to  a  series  of  questions.  Neither  of  the  two 
had  any  interest  in  exaggerating  the  virtues  of  the  Aca- 
dians,  since,  had  thty  done  so,  they  would  have  addetl 
to  the  infamy  of  their  own  share  in  the  deportation.  It 
might  appear  astonishing  that  Parkman  has  not  seized 
this  exceptional  opportunity  of  giving  authentic  info:- 
mation  to  his  readers,  did  we  not  know  that  he  has 
never  mentioned  even  the  names  of  Brown  and  Ilali- 
Imrton,  and  that,  under  various  disguises,  he  has  given 
.so  uMich  space  to  Pichon. 

AIoscs  de  les  Derniers  and  lirook  Wiitson  were  nei- 
ther poets  nor  novelists,  and  yet  Baynal  said  no  more 
than  th<n- did.     *' Ravnal,"  as  Rameau  observes,  "mav 
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liav(!  sinned  agiiinst  <;oo(l  taste  by  describing  these 
things  in  the  tnigid  style  of  the  eighteenth  centnry; 
but  the  wonbng  alone  is  out  of  tune;  the  things 
(|nite    true."*     Poets    and    novelists,   moved    by 


an 


the  woes  of  the  Acadians  aflei'  a  long  period  of 
plenty  and  hapjjiness,  may  iiave  girdled  them  with  a 
romantie  halo  that  ])la('es  them  l)eyond  the  stern  reali- 
ties of  life.  This  cannot  l)e  helped:  in  doing  so,  they 
foUowcd  the  nol)lest  diawings  of  i>ur  human  nature. 
( treat  tragedies  have  a  magnetism  of  tlKiir  own  ;  he  who 
(bamatizes  them  may,  without  writing  history,  corrtu^t 
it  in  some  of  its  representatives.  Parknian,  for  instance, 
has  made  sucli  contiilmtions  necessary.  The  writers 
thereof  are  the  successors  of  those  knights-errant  of  yore 
who  went  about  the  world  seeking  for  Avoes  to  cousolc, 
injustices  to  repair  and  tyrants  to  punish.  It  were 
cruelty  to  carp  at  the  oil  and  wine  they  have  ponnil, 
like  the  good  Samaritan,  on  the  wounds  of  the  people 
that  were  stripped  by  lobbers  and  left  half  dead.  For 
those  who,  wishing  to  forget  this  tragedy,  cannot,  it  is  a 
great  croiLsolation  to  call  to  mind  the  sweet  memory  of 
Iwongfellow  and  of  so  many  other  sympathetic  souls. 

To  come  down  to  plain  facts,  1  would  say  with 
Kameau  :  "  The  Acadians  were  not  poets,  nor  en- 
thusiasts, nor  dreamers ;  they  were  simply  good  folk 
(de  braves  gens),  very  obliging  to  each  other,  very 
religious,  very  devoted  to  their  families,  and  living 
gaily  in  the  midst  of  their  children,  without  much 
worry."  |  In  a  word,  they  were  honest,  peaceable  and 
happy  folk,  with  more  or  less  of  the  weaknesses  of  our 
common  nature. 


*  Une  Ooloiiie  F^dnle  en  Aiii.^ri(nie,  V<jI.  II.  {>.  97. 
t  Ibid.  p.  89. 
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T(t  those  unexceptionable  testimonies  I  trust  I  niiiy 
be  suffered  to  add  my  own,  as  far  as  it  goes.  I  liave 
had  the  privilege,  if  not  of  living  long  among  Aoadians, 
at  least  of  very  fre(iuently  visiting  them  in  the  parish 
of  Saint>-Gr^goire,  opposite  Tluee  Kiveix,  where  my 
grandfathers  lived.  This  is  one  of  the  places  the}'  took 
refuge  in  after  the  eight  years  of  exile  in  the  ports  of 
New  England.  They  founded  this  parish,  and  to  this 
day  it  probably  does  not  contain  five  families  that  are 
not  of  Acadian  oiigin.  The  soil  was  very  rich,  but 
very  damp  and  thickly  wooded.  The  Acadians — and 
in  this  I  think  they  were  right — have  always  preferred 
k)W-lying  lands,  in  spite  of  the  greater  difficulty  of 
clearing  and  draining  them ;  those  who  settled  at 
L'Acadie,  near  the  town  of  St.  John,  P.  Q.,  and  at  St. 
Ja((]ues  TAcOiigan  also  chose  similar  lands.  These 
p;irish«?s  are  among  the  most  prosperous  of  the  province 
of  Quebec.  'I'o  speak  of  Saint-driigoire  alone,  I  believe 
the  d(?scriptions  of  Brook  Watson  and  Moses  de  les 
Deinieis  would  api)ly  to  the  state  of  this  parish  twenty 
live  years  ago  as  exactly  as  the  circumstances  permitted. 
Except  that  parents  alone  arranged  for  the  marriage 
settlements  of  theii' children,  and  that  education  was  very 
general,  all  the  rest  faithfully  represents  the  condition  of 
affairs  tluit  existed  at  (trand  l*r(}  1 87  years  ago.  Dis- 
putes wen;  still  settled  by  arbitiation  ;  I  never  heard  of 
but  one  lawsuit,  and  nevei'  of  an  illegitimate  birth  or  a 
public  s(!andal.  Thert;  never  has  been,  and  I  think 
thei<'  slill  is  not  a  single  licensed  hotel  in  the  place. 
It  was  still  the  custom  to  provide  in  the  autumn  for 
the  necessities  of  the  [)oor  during  winter:  all  the 
fuel,  provisions  and  clothing  they  needed  till  spring 
were  brought  to  their  houses.     I  am  told  that  a  Mutual 
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Insurance  Company  was  founded  two  y«*ai's  ag<t:  np  to 
that  date  all  losses  by  lire  were  made  gO(jd  by  tin-  com- 
munity, which  provided  not  »nily  the  material  hut  the 
labor,  and  the  rule  was  to  replace  the  sufferer  in  the 
same  situation  iis  before  the  accident.  T  remen)l)er  that 
no  exception  was  made  to  this  jule  even  in  the  (;ase  of 
a  rich  miser  of  inienviable  I'eputatidn.  And.  if  their 
h(mses  are  like  those  of  their  fathers  in  Aeadia — which 
is  very  likelv,  luicause  thev  were  such  sticklers  for 
tiadition,  and  because  very  many  of  the  houses  date 
fjom  the  last  c«Mitiuy — then  the  conteni[ituous  remarks 
1  have  quoted  from  two  French  ol'lieers  vouM  l)e 
altogether  inapj)li cable.* 


*  My  gnuulfiitljiM',  .InHi.'[)h  I'rincL-— T,o  rnnei-— was  a  niiTchant  at  Saiut- 
finigdire,  in  purtru^rship  with  his  l)roMipr  Fran<;ois.  Thpy  w*»r<>  nwrrii'd 
to  two  Histors,  .Julio  and  UiMirictto  Uoucet.  'I'liey  tjach  liad  t,<!ii  chiiilri-ii. 
ill  all  fourtotMi  f»irls  and  six  hoys.  Thoy  holfl  all  th<'if  hmisohold  proporty 
ill  cominou  au(l  livod  in  llif  same  housi-,  wtii(rli  they  i-nlarKod  Sfvpral 
tiinos.  They  iiad  with  tiifin  their  aR'Ml  |iaii'Mts.  and  jravc  a  i-olli-^'  i>du- 
cation  to  their  younKest  hrother,  who  Ijecaine  bishoji  of  Saiiit-Hyat'inthi.>. 
They  adopted  a  youuK  Irisii  yirl,  Mary  Walsii,  whose  parents  liail  ilied  of 
eliolpni  at  Quotx'*'.  All  these  children  roeeived  a  ^joimI  education,  either  in 
a  noUego  or  a  (sonveiit  :  two  of  tile  sons  ait;  priests,  both  ciuiuns,  one  .if 
the  diocose  of  Three  Hi  vers  and  the  other  of  that  of  Saint-Hyaeintlie. 
When  the  house  would  no  lon^t-'r  admit  of  oularf^enieiit.  tliey  huiit  a  new 
one  alongside*  ;  Imt  after  it  was  furnished,  it  reninined  iinoep)i[iied  more 
than  a  year,  .so  averse  were  they  to  a  separation  after  forty  years  of  this 
life  in  coininon. 

About  the  year  IHHi;  the  (Jovernor  of  (Janaila,  on  liis  way  to  Sherhrooko 
with  his  suite,  lod;^ed  and  was  entertained  at  iiis  own  recpiest  in  my 
KHindfather's  house.  Later,  iluring  the  troubles  of  IM.S7-S.  hospitality  of 
a  very  different  nature  was  e.vteiided  li>  the  brotlit^r  i  lienjamiu)  of  the 
Tfonorable  T,.  J.  I'apineau.  His  retreat  was  tin.'illy  discovered  :  he  was 
iirrosteii  there  by  Chief  ('onstable  Burns  and  imprisoned  at  Three 
Itivers. 

Some  years  iM'fore.  an  American  from  IJostou,  returning  from  QuelHM?, 
Htaycd  over  ni^rlit  with  my  grandfather.  The  name  of  the  city  of  Bost"n 
was  sorrowfully  familiar  to  the  Acadiaus  of  Saint-* lr<'>Koire:  but  the  sad- 
ness of  the  memory  was  not  so  markei]  in  my  grandfather's  case,  Immmusc 
his  own  grandfatheV  had  lieen  kindly  taken  up  and  protected  by  a  charitable 
lady  of  whom  my  family  ever  (•horished  a  touching  reiiii'iubrance.  The 
conversation  was  long  and  agreeable :  it  turned  on  the  deportation  ;iiid 
finally  on  the  (!haritiible  lady,  (ireat  was  the  .surprist*  and  joy  of  my 
jM'ople  wlu^ii  they  discovered  that  the  stranger  was  the  grandson  of  n;y 
grandfathers  beni>factress.  whose  name,  to  ray  deep  regret,  I  cannot 
recall.    Our  American  friend  pniloni^ed  his  stay.  and.  when  lie  was  alx)ut 
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CSomments  on  Ljiwrence's  U'tter  to  tin*  (iovcrnorK — On  Parknians 
iiuiinuations  anent  the  separation  of  families — More  on  Paik- 
inan'8  ways. 

Chai'TEU  XXXI.  of  this  work  closes  with  the  depart- 
ure of  the  flotilLa  carrying  tlie  Acadiaiis  into  exile  :  I 
now  come  back  to  the  main  i)art  of  my  narrativti. 

Lawren(te  had  confided  to  all  the  captains  of  the 
vesHel.s  employed  in  the  deportation  a  circular  addressed 
to  the  governors  of  the  provinces  where  the  exiles  wcie 
to  be  landed.     Here  are  some  extracts  from  this  letter: 


¥\ 


"  Tlie  successes  we  have  j^ained  over  the  Frencii  at  Beausejour 
hufe  put  US  ill  a  y>o.v<7 /oh  to  exact  from  tlie  Acadians  either  an 
unqualified  oath  t)r  tliat  tiiey  should  <iuit  the  country.  Tlirif  linrc 
<ifinai/s  sfipuliited  for  <i  resfrivfioii  fn  tlir  effect  flmf  fhei/  in-re  nut 
to  Ix'ur  (trnis  lujaiiiHt  the  Freiicli  :  Goreninr  J*liili]>j)s  eoiiseiileil  to 
grant  it  to  them,  but  lie  ira.s  blamed  for  tin's  In/  His  Mojistji. 
They  have  taken  advantaj^e  of  this  neutrality  to  give  intormatidu 
and  provisions  to  tlie  French  and  tiie  Indians,  and.  at  the  evai  na- 
tion of  Beausejour.  :{0<)<)f  them  were  found  armed. 

"  Notwithstandinj; this  had  eonduct.  I  offered  to  leaveth<)Sf  who 
dwelt  in  the  Peninsula  in  lu'aceahle  (Kvupation  of  their  lands,  if 
they  con.sented  to  take  an  unqualified  oath.  This  olfer  was  auda- 
ciously refused  hy  the  entire  population. 

"Under   these  circumstanees.    after  eoiisiillafiini    with    A'icc- 

to  Iwive,  he  was  proseuted  with  a  pocket -com  pass  which  his  t^randnir.thcf 
ha<l  i^von  to  .Joseph  Prince's  ;rnunlfathcr.  and  which  liad  Kniilfl  hitu  and 
his  companions  through  the  forests.  "Take  it."  sai(f  my  grandfather, 
"  it  may  l>e  of  use  to  you  us  you  ret»n'n  hy  tlie  same  I'oad.  How  pre- 
cious soever  it  is  to  us  as  a  memento  of  past  kindness,  it  will  tx'  e(jually 
80  to  you  and  may  do  you  the  same  servieo  it  did  to  us."' 
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Admiral  lioscawfii.  mi/  rniiiiril  ciiint'  to  tlu'  (U'cisioii  to  <l(>iH>rt 
tluMii.  W«'  forcsiiw  tliat  their  «'X|Milsioii.  witli  tlw  jtrivilej^e  of 
j^uiiig  wIhto  tliey  willt'd.  would  liavt*  c'onsid('ral)ly  strengthened 
FnuK-e  :  (tn,  moreover,  the  latter  eoinitr!/  Innt  no  elenred  lamls  to 
<*//('/•///«'»(,  tliose  wiio  were  ahle  to  liear  anus  would  have  heeii 
employed  in  haniHsing  us  :  I  'i.ive  therefore  deenu'd  that  the  most 
effectual  and  expeditious  means  of  jietting  rid  of  them,  without 
int;onv«'nience,  was  to distrihute  liieui  throughout  the  colonitw.  m> 
that  they  might  not  come  together  again.  As  this  measure  wa« 
ahsulutely  indispensahle  to  the  safety  of  this  colony,  we  hope  you 
will  have  no  hesitation  to  receive  them,  and  that  you  will  dis|)<tse 
of  them  in  such  a  way  as  to  meet  our  views,  irhicli  are  to  prevent 
them  from  comhnj  together  (i(iaiii." 

Ahvay.s  tliu  .same  oviuMiil  Jiccusiitioii.s  :  only  one  specific 
fact,  nqx'atcd  on  (fvoiy  occiwioii,  the  tlirct,'  liuiulred  iiuiU 
tiik(!ii  aiMu^l  al  ni!iiu.s(;j(mr.  Liiwrem-c,  hoie  also,  is 
caioful  not  to  iulil  that  they  were  parcloiied  by  the 
ai'ticK's  ol'  th«!  caiiiuilalioii  because  they  liad  taken  aims 
under  pain  <•!'  di-alh.  Where,  then,  was  the  guilt  of  the 
only  Aiadians  aoainst  whom  he  has  been  able  to  fonuu- 
late  a  [)ieei.se  charge?  Does  he  not  adinil  himself  that 
Philipits  liad  granted  them  the  restriction  they  then 
wanted  and  which  they  have  always  demandcjd  ?  This 
condition  being  withdrawn,  had  they  not  the  right  to 
i[uit  the  country,  as  they  had  done?  Hy  that  very  fact 
were  they  not  become  French  subjects,  as  Cornwallis 
himself  admitted,  and  as  tlui  most  ignorant  common 
sense  woidd  show?  Did  not  the  conduct  of  those  living 
near  Fort  lieaus<5joiU'  who  refused  to  light  the  English, 
and  the  conduct  of  the  300  insidii  the  fort,  who  yielded 
only  to  the  most  terrible  threats,  deserve  the  thanks  and 
sympathy  of  the  English  ?  There  is  ample  proof  that  it 
was  the  pressure  brought  to  bear  on  the  French  ooni- 
mandant  by  these  300  men  that  led  him  to  surrender 
witliout  resistanee. 
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Liiwreiicc  adds  tluit  His  Majesty  «lisap[)i<)V('<l  tlic 
restriction  t,naiit(Ml  by  Philipps.  What  really  luippeiied 
was  that  thf  Lords  of  Trade  expiessed  donhts  as  to  the 
ineaniiin  ol  a  woid  in  the  French  cojiy  of  the  oath; 
JMiilijips  iiiaiiitained  his  interpretation,  and  his  icpiv 
entlt.'d  the  tlisciission  :  hnl  nowheie  is  it  said  that  the 
J^ords  of  Trade,  still  less  the  King,  disapproved  the 
neutrality  clause.  Moicovei'.  if  tlieic  was  any  such 
<li>approval.  it  coidd  not  affect  the  Acadians  unless 
tliey  weie  fornuilly  notified  of  it,  an<l  we  see,  from  tlie 
documents  I  have  cpiotcd  witli  regard  to  Coinwallis's 
administration,  that.  u{i  to  that  })eriod.  no  mention  had 
been  made  of  this  disapproval. 

The  way  Lawienci?  repeats  his  chai'ge  about  the  800 
prov(»s  that  he  bad  no  otliei"  delinite  ehaiges  to  make. 
At  any  rale  the  case  of  the  Peninstilar  Acadians,  wIm^ 
bad  rcniaine(l  peaceably  on  their  lands,  at  a  great  distance 
from  the  Freneb  ststtlements.  ought  to  be  considered 
♦separately.  I»esidcs.  liad  they  lu'en  inclined  to  iel)el. 
what  would  ha\t'  Ix-cn  the  use  of  an  unr(!sti'ieted  oath, 
since  the  one  they  had  already  taken  bound  them  to 
fidelity  as  much  as  any  other?  In  fact,  it  was  called  the 
oath  of  lidelitv.  Wbv  this  insistence  on  anv  oatb  at 
all.  if  they  were  faithless  to  the  one  they  had  taken? 
The  importaui-e  attached  to  a  sjtei^ial  foini  of  oath  im- 
plies that  they  set  great  store  by  such  engagements,  and 
therefore  were  not  rebels.  Parkman  says  tliey  refused 
the  oath  '-in  full  view  of  the  ef)nse(|uenees."  Evidently 
l^arkman  means  theconseciuences  that  actua 


llv  followed,     K-^ 


viz..  the  deportation.  Now.  between  this  and  the  alter- 
native they  accej)ted,  viz.,  to  ([uit  the  country  and  go 
where  tbey  pleased,  tbere  yawns  a  bridgeless  chasm,  of 
which   Parkman  was  quite  aware. 
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When  Lawrence  avcis  that  hi^  i/iir«  not  xcnrf  thr 
Aatdianit  to  Camnlii  hfraiiMn  there  ivrre  norfearetl  famix  to 
receive  them,  he  i^ives  a  reason  that  would  ])e  amusinjif, 
were  not  the  suhjeL-t  so  overwhi^hningly  sad  and  his 
IVaud  so  trans|)arent.  Pray,  wliat  liad  he  prepared  for 
them  at  liuslon.  in  Coinieeticnt,  in  New  York,  at 
IMiihuU'ljthia.  in  (Ij'orgia  and  North  Carolina?  His 
<ir(;ular  to  liie  (iovernors  Wiis  tlu;  lirst  intimation  they 
received  of  the  expidsion  ;  some  of  tlicm  even  refused  a 
hmding  and  the  exiles  were  h'ft,  for  weeks,  horrihiy 
crowded  in  their  vessels.  <lecimi)teil  hy  diseiise. 

••  Our  view."  says  he.  ••  in  thus  seatteriiiLj'  them,  is  to 
])revent  them  from  «omin^  toj^ether  attain.''  We  aie 
justified  in  piira[»hrasin<;-  tliis  senttMiet^  somewhat  after 
this  fashion  :  "  I  liave  tliouy;ht  that,  were  mc  to  deport 
the  inhal)ilanls  ot  one  parish  to  the  same  jtlace.  h'avini;' 
the  mend)ers  of  each  family  toiijetluM',  they  mii;ht  con- 
spire to  return  an<l  take  possession  of  their  lands  once 
more.  Effectually  to  obviate  this  possihU;  contingency, 
I  have  given  orders  to  scattei-  tlie  ])eople  of  oii(>  parish 
in  widely  distant  places,  and  I  have  striven,  as  far  as  [ 
could,  to  do  the  same  thing  for  the  mcnd)ers  of  each 
family;  so  tltat  father,  mothei-  and  chihlren  will,  for  a 
h)ng  time,  have  no  otlier  concern  than  how  to  find  eacii 
other.  Meanwhile.  l«idily  privati(»ns  and  grief  will  kill 
them  off  in  great  numlx^rs."  This  is  the  oidv satisfactory 
explanation  of  the  special  pains  which  T^awrence,  \\ho 
was  too  artful  not  to  have  a  motive  foi'  everything,  took 
to  separate  parish  and  family  groups. 

"In  spite  of  Winslow"s  care.""  says  I'arkman,  "some 
cases  of  separation  of  families  occurred;  hut  they  were 
not  numerous."  Proofs  of  this  assent  ion  he  gives  none 
for  obvious   reasons.     True.  AVinslow  had  declared   to 
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iln' tlclc^iiiis  iiiijtrisdiu'd  ill  till' cliiircli  nrciminl  I'u' 
that  lit'  wmiM  see  to  kcfpiiij^  lainilifs  lui^cilifi' :  Imt  a 
liioiiiiM'  i.>  tin  jiroiil'  that  the  thiiiL,'  was  (htiic.  Wiiishtw 
may  haM-  Itrcii  nioi*'  hiiiiiain'  liiaii  thr  i>ihiM'>:  I'lU  v\c 
must  iiiit  roint't  thai  Lawrences  mth-i-s  were  tn  soize 
tlie  men  aiiil  ship  them  nl'l'  liist.  ami  to  allemltitthe 
Wdtiieii  ami  eliil<li<'ii  atteiw  ard^.  I  f  thest;  «»i'<Um's  were 
li(»t  exeillleil  to  llie  letter,  it  was  Itecailse  the  |)I'(»visi(»ii.s 
and  the  eoiivoys  for  the  t iaiis|iorls  aiiived  only  at  the 
last  moment,  alter  almost  all  the  |i(!0|ile  had  hccn  lor 
weeks  on  lioaid  the  slii|is,  iind  lieeanse  Winslow  and  the 
other  command i I II,'  oHict'is  liad  not  the  jiower  or  the 
inhumanity  to  jueveiit  tlu;  reunion  ol'  a  certain  numher 
of  families.  In  otlici'  words,  ojiporlunity  was  wanting 
for  the  execnlion  of  the  l)arl)aious  order  in  all  its 
severity.  When  I  say  that  a  certain  numlu'r  of  fainilies 
were  reunited  on  the  same  vess(d,  I  mean — and  I  am 
w'ciLfhint;'  my  w«irds  carefully — tliat  these  famili(!S  were 
the  exception.  I  anirni.  therefoie.  the  exact  eontra- 
<lictorv  of  Parkman's  allirmation :  he  savs  "cases  of 
sej)aiatioii  were  not  numerous:""  I  say  cnxis  of  tiim- 
si piiriillon  /rcri'  /i<>t  tniiiwroKs.  i  )f  course  I'arkman  could 
not  know  what  \  have  learned  Iiy  word  of  mouth  in 
Acadian  homes,  ft  would  he  a  seiioiis  mistake  ti)  suj)- 
jiose  that  the  iiuMiioiy  of  these  t-veuls  lias  loin>-  l)et;n 
lost  among  the  Aeadians.  I  know  it  is  fast  disap[)ear- 
inuf  now;  but.  as  latt;  as  thiitv-five  vears  at^o.  each 
family  could  relate  the  story  of  the  departure,  the  ein- 
harkation  and  the  many  mitiiatinns  that  ensued.  The 
St ri vinos  after  reunion  lasted  until  ITst!.  and  then  tin* 
number  of  families  that  lemainetl  incomplete  was  eon- 
sideiable. 
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ever.  Ul  us  first  cxamiiiethe  jiublic  [noofs,  which 
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I'iirkiiiiiii  liiid  iicccss  tit  as  well  us  iiiiy  one  else.  We 
liav«!s»'('n  tliiil  I,ii\\  reii('(!  Iiad  iniinisnncd  un  St.  (ifoiiirc's 
Isliiiid,  at  llaliliix.  the  (Jraiid  l*n'  and  I'ioimiit  dflr- 
j^iilcs  who  liad  icI'iistMl  the  nalli.  Tlicy  \\v\v  lillcrn  in 
nmnl)(.'r.  Wi;  liavt;  also  si-cn  liow.  diicctly  at'tt  i.  lit- 
oi'dri'cd  the  inhabitants  of  Annapolis.  ( irand  \*\i'  :ind 
I'iii^iniiit  to  s«;nd  liini  dcli'Ljatcs,  whom  he  also  inipi  isMucd. 
They  w<'i('  a  Imndrt'd,  st'Vt'iity  IVoin  the  two  last-naint'(| 
j)iac('s  a)id  thirty  IVoni  Annapolis;  in  all  (with  tlu* 
IT)  just  mentioned  )  llf)  of  the  princajtal  eiti/.eiis,  proh.dily 


all  Iieads  of  I'aniilie; 
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was  in   noway  dilTei 


ent,  from  tliat  of  tho  rest  of  the  popidation:  they  had 
j'efused  the  oath,  that  was  all.  What  lioeame  of  them  ? 
Tlje   following,'  older  will  tell  ns  : 
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Sailing  (>nU>rs  and  in.struetitiiis  to  Saiiiuel   Harroii.  iiiasU^)   of 


the  Triuisijort  Sloop  ■  Providener 


1 1  ALU- AX.  -.Ill  Oct.  ir.->" 
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Vou  are  to  receive  on  hoard  yotir  sloop/Vow/  (ii'< 


Jsfaiid.  a  iiinnher  of  Frciirli  itilmhittinfs,  a  list  whereof  you  will 
reeeive  from  the  eoininandin^  oftieer  there,  and  yf)ii  iire  U^i  pro- 
ceed therewitli  to  the  Province  of  North  Carolina,  etf..  I'tc., 
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I  have  been  ahU;  to  ascertain  that  tin;  number  of 
men  sent  away  on  this  occasion  was  only  AO.  Were 
tlie  iWi  others  sent  oil  earlier  oi'  later,  oi'  did  they  join 
their  families  before  tla^  di-poitatioji  ".■'  I  cannot  say  for 
ceitain  :  but  I  have  reason  to  lliiidi  that  they  weie  sent 
to  (irand  l*jc  and  Annapolis  lati;r  on,  in  ordei-  to  com- 
plete till!  <)Uota  of  the  vessels  that  carried  off  the  rest  of 
\]\i'  ]>opnlation.  Seven  days  aftei-  these  oO  .Acadians 
left  JIalifax,  anothei'   vessel,  the    ffopson,  destined    also 
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to  North  Ciiioliim,  set  sail  from  lliilitax  on  OiioKfr 
lOlli  to  takt^  or  coiupUttc  its  shipint'iit  :it  Aniuipoli.s. 
\Vr  iiiivy  rt'iVNoiiiibly  sii[ij)ost'  that  some,  if  not  all,  <»f  tho 
♦>")  oilier  prisoners  were  on  boaid  this  vessel.  Hid  they 
ine«'t  at  Annapolis  some  men«lH;rs  of  their  res|)ec.tiv»! 
families?  Possibly  ;  hut,  as  many  of  ihetn  haili-d  from 
(irand  Vv6.  and  Pii^ij^'iiit,  those  who  were  reunited  to 
their  families  at  Ainiapolis  must  have   hecn  few.     Con- 
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thi 


int,d 


we  have,  in    this  sint,ne   instance.  jiroi»ahlv 


from  100  to  IIT)  hiishands  sejiarated  from  their  wives 
and  ehihlicn  :  and,  with  an  average  of  five  ehildn n.  !>(•- 
si(h's  tli(!  parents,  for  each  family,  a  modest  e->tiiiiait' 
for  Aeadians.  we  can  already  count  from  "00  ii.  sod 
peisoii.s  sulTering  fr(»m  the  dismemlM-rmenl  of  liu-ir 
families.  The  fact  that  Lawrence  kept  tliesi;  head^.  of 
families  at  Halifax,  while  he  was  transporting  the  rest 
of  the  po[»iilali(»n,  provt.'S  evidently  thai  his  intention 
was  to  disunite  the  families. 

Since  Parkman  seems  heiii  on  exonerating  W'inslow, 
I  am  ahont  to  show  tiiat  the  latter  probably  <leserves 
no  such  i)alliation.  NVith  the  exce[)tion,  perhaps,  uf 
.I(»seph  Le  Hlane,  Nicolas  (rauthier,  Louis  Allain  and 
Liicien  «le  la  'rour,  the  most  important  personage  among 
tlu'  .\cadians  was  Iveiie  Le  IJlaiic,  the  notary  of  (Jiand 
Pre.  rhi>n,L;h  having  a  right  t(»  enju}'  the  benefits  of 
neutrality,  he  had  eschewed  them  to  serve  the  liritish 
(iovei  iiMient  so  /.eaiousiy  that  he  was  made  prisoner  by 
the  Indians  and  kept  in  captivity  during  four  years. 
hi  a  petition  to  the  King  (produce(l  in  full  at  the  end 
of  this  volume)  the  Acadian  exiles  at  l'liiladelj)hia  thus 
describt!  their  misfortunes: 

■•  We  wf>re  tr!ins|X)rt<>(l  into  tli<>  En^lisli  Colonics,  iiiid  this  was 
liuiif  Willi  so  much  luuste,  and  with  so   little  regard  to  our  net  es- 
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hitioH  iiiiil  tlic  ti'iidcn'st  ti****  of  naiiirc,  that  fmm  tho  most  8«x*ial 
fii.joyiiM-nts  hikI  iilThit'iit  (■irciiiiiHUtnc(>H,  inaiiy  found  tlit>inHi>1vi>fl 
ilfHtitiitf  of  llu'  iii'c«'.ssari»'s  of  life.  Parents  were  Mefmnifnl  Jnnn 
eliililii  II  mill  liii.sliiiiiiln  /mm  wires,  sotiw  of  wliuin  liavr  not  lo 
llli^^l,■l^  mti  aKiiiii  :  ami  we  wen-  so  crowdc*!  in  the  Traiis|Mtrt 
M'-^tU.  llitit  \\c  lia<l  not  room  i-vcn  for  all  our  lHMli«'s  to  lay  down 
at  oni'i'.  .  .  And  i-vcn  tliost*  aniouK^^t  us  who  had  NUfFiTtMi  deeply 
friim  NoMi  Majesty's  ••ni-niiL'H.  on  account  of  their  attachment  to 
\  oiu'  Ma.jest  \  s  ( io\  eminent,  were  ei|ually  involved  in  the  com- 
mon ralamit.v.  o|  wliich  Kent"  1^'  Hlanc.  tlu'  Notary  Puhlie,  is  an 
instancf.  He  was  srlznl.  eonliueil,  and  hrounht  away  anions  the 
rest  of  the  |M>o|ile,  an<l  his  family,  coiisistinn  of  twenty  children 
and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  grand-childr«>n.  were  scattered 
in  diirtTenl  colonies,  si »  that  he  was  put  on  shore  at  New  York, 
with  only  his  wife  and  two  younj^est  chihlren,  in  an  infirm  sUite 
of  health,  from  whence  he  joined  three  more  of  his  children  at 
Philadelfihia.  wliere  he  died."  etc..  etc..  etc.. 

I'arkiiiaii  iiiiist  liiivu  si'cii  tins  petition,  wliiidi  i.s  foiiiKi 
ill  IIiilil)iiitoii  iiinl  clscwlu'ie.  Now,  if  such  was  the 
trealiiiciit  iiillit!U;il  on  tlu-  Icadiiij^  citizen  of  (Jraiid  I'lc, 
on  a  man  who  ha<l  siiffi'ii'il  a  h>no('aj)tivity  in  the  serv- 
ice n['  the  Knolish  (lovciniuent,  what  niu.st  have  been 
the  late  of  tho  oilier  exiles  ? 

With  reo;aiil  t(»  (J rand  Pre,  I  will  now  addiun^  an  iii- 
staiiee  with  which  I  am  pefsonally  eonnected.  Ilonore 
Ih'httrt,  the  errand  fat  her  of  my  grandmother  Riehard, 
liad  tlirei!  brothers  wliosi-  aocs  ranged  from  lU  to  20  at 
the  time  of  the  deportation.  Kaeh  of  the  four  brothers 
was  deported  to  a  dilTereiit  place,  and  it  was  not  till 
ten  years  later  that  the}'  were  able  to  meet  again  in 
the  parish  of  Saint-Ciregoire.  The  story  is  related  by 
Casgrain  in  his  "  J*ehrina(/e  au  pai/s  d'Evatu/^finc"  not 
as  if  it  were  an  exceptional  ease,  but  because  the  family 
became  relatively  more  prominent  than  others. 

•■  Of  this  number  was  a  young  man  of  oigliteon 
named  Etienne  TTdbert,  carried  off  from  the  parish  of 
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(iiaml  I*r(',  wIkh*  lu-  dwi'lL  in  tlic  viiUey  <»t'  Petit 
Huisseiiii,  in  the  coui'i'ssion  of  tlu'  Ileherts.  Scjtuiiitcd 
froni  liis  hiotliers.  who  hiul  buun  <le|)ortetl  ont-  to 
MiissiH'lMist'tts,  iinotliur  to  iMiiivhunl,  iind  the  third  to 
iinotht-r  phu<'.  wliih'  he  himself,  put  ashore  at  IMiihuh-l- 
jihia.  had  «'ntered  the  seivice  nf  an  army  ollicei,  he 
gave  liiinself  no  lest  \nnil  he  eotild  Iind  his  brothers 
wlioni  ho  believed  to  have  gone  to  Canada.  Disaji- 
pointed  in  this  hoi>o,  but  not  diseoiirai^eil.  In;  «eeured 
a  grant  of  land  at  Saint-Ciregoiie  in  thu  seignioiv  of 
lU'eancourt,  and  started  for  the  South  in  winter  on 
snowslioes.  Aft(!r  il  long  search,  he  Jiad  the  joy  of 
I>iinging  all  three  of  them  baek  ;  one  was  at  Woreestei, 
another  at  l>altiniori'.  and  llie  third  somewhere  else. 
The  four  brothels  settled  down  elose  to  one  another  at 
Siiint-(ii'(^'goire,  where  they  soon  j)rosperud."  *  Casgrain 
adds  that  l-'.tienne  llelii-rt,  having  learnt  later  that  his 
(traml  Pre  betrothed,  .bisejdite  Uabin,  was  at  (^ueln'c, 
went  to  meet  her  tluMi-  and  married  hi!r. 

We  have  seen  that  at  (irand  Pre — and  the  same  tiling 
luu.sl  have  happene(l  in  the  other  Acadian  jiarishes,  since 
such  wi'ie  l^awrence's  oiders  -some  of  the  men  and 
boys  were  put  on  boai'd  shijjs  one  month  beftire  the 
isailing  of  the  flotilla,  lialibuiton  su[)[i()sed  that  they 
liad  been  deported  at  once  ;  Parkman  rightly  corrected 
this  mistake:  but  from  the  above  ai'count  it  appears  evi- 
il(Mit  that  these  men  and  boys  were  nevertheless  de- 
ported sepaiately  ;  else  it  were  liard  to  exi>lain  bow 
these  foiii'  brothers  were  se[)arated. 

Mrs.  Williams,  the  author  of  "  French  Neutrals,"  a 
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*  Thoy  roturnetl  northward  by  tlii-  Ki'iun'l iiiulC'liaiulion'  rivoi-s  a--  fur 

as  t^ut'lioo.     Ttio  one  from  wliom  I  ,im   ili'soi'iidi'd.  llouure,  was  fuuud  at 
Boston.    On  liis  way  to  Cuuudu  he  Lad  liis  feet  frozen. 
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countrywoman  of  Paikmau's,  who  wTote  long  before  nim 
at  a  time  when  tlie  memory  of  these  eventiswius still  fresh, 
says,  in  reference  to  AVinslow's  promise  to  the  Acadians 
tliiit  he  would  not  separate  families :  ••  A  jjromise  which, 
whatever  may  have  been  the  intentions  of  Winslow  in 
making  it,  was  most  shamefuU}' and  inhumanly  broken, 
liy  wiiat  so2)hisms  Winslow  reconciled  this  decepti(jn, 
not  to  say  abominable  falsehood,  to  Ins  conscience, 
history  does  not  tell."' 

In  Dr.  Brown's  notes  are  to  1)e  found  memoranda  by 
a  Mr.  Fraser  of  Miramichi,  whom  I5r<»wn  had  asked  to 
collect  information  from  the  Acadians  who  had  settled 
there.  1  extract  therefrom  the  following  j»assage : 
"•  Michel  Le  Basque  ( Bastarache).  liis  Inothcr  Pierre  and 
twelve  others,  travelled  through  the  wootls  from  Caro- 
lina to  the  head  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  and  from 
there  came  all  the  way  in  a  canoe  to  Sliediac  (in  New 
Brunswick)  to  meet  their  wives  and  families  The 
greatest  injustice  that  the  Acadians  seem  to  think  the 
English  wci'e  guilty  of  is,  that  those  who  were  removed 
from  Beaubassin  and  (hantl  I'le  had  it  not  in  their 
option  to  go  wherever  they  pleased,  and  that  the  wives 
and  children  of  several  were  not  pennitted  to  embark  on 
board  the  same  vessel  with  the  husband  and  parents,  but 
were  put  on  board  other  ships  lx)und  to  difterent  colonies, 
by  which  means  many  families  were  separated  and  have 
not  met  to  this  day  (ITl'O)."  Brown  adds:  "Mr. 
Fraser  has  not  the  active  curiosity  of  J.  Gray,  the  acute 
sensibility  of  Moses  de  Les  Derniers,  or  the  dignilied 
benevolence  of  Brook  Watson,  but  he  is  a  man  of  shrewd 
understanding,  calm  passions,  with  notliing  of  the  roman- 
tic in  his  nature." 

Hutchinson,  the  historian  of  Massachusetts,  mentions 


III 


m 


A    (:<»LLK<iK    rilKSIDKNT. 


211 


several  eases  of  separation  that  came  to  his  knowledge. 
The  New  York  Mercury  of  that  period  protests  against 
these  (Hitrages,  ''  Tlieii"  wives  and  children,"  it  says, 
*•  were  not  permitted  with  them,  but  were  shi[>[)cd  on 
boartl  other  vessels." 

A  letter  from  iVbbe  Le  (luerne  says  that,  among  2.')0 
families  who  were  at  Kivei'  St.  .lohn  after  the  dispersion. 
there  were  not  less  than  »)<)  women  whose  husbands  had 
been  deported. 

So  numerous,  indeed,  are  the  witnesses  to  tliis  dis- 
memberment of  families  that  the  onl}'  dilhculty  is  to 
make  a  proper  selection,  i'crhaps  the  most  striking  of 
lliese  tt'stimonies  is  the  collective  })etition  (o  the  French 
(iovernment  of  a  crowd  of  exiles  landed  at  St.  !Malo, 
who  begged  to  l)e  transported  to  Boston,  thus  ex[iosing 
themselves  to  fivsh  [)erseeuti()ns  in  *'  the  ho})e,"  as  their 
petition  exj)ressed  it,  ••  of  being  reunited  to  their  ciiildren 
whom  tlie  i^nglish  had  carried  thither." 

'I'iie  Reverend  Louis  Richard.  President  of  Three 
Rivers  College,  in  answer  to  a  itM|uest  for  piecist'  in- 
fornnition  on  the  begiiuiings  of  the  Acadian  colony  of 
Saint  (iregoire  and  of  tlu!  Three  Rivers  District,  writes  to 
me  on  November  2d,  181t2  : 

*' You  were  not  mistaken  :     for  more  than 

twenty  years  I  have  been  collecting,  here  and  there, 
all  that  concerns  the  Acadian  families  and  their  settle- 
ment in  the  District  of  'I'hree  Rivers.  I  have  made 
extracts  of  all  the  registers  of  the  parishes  of  Saint- 
Gregoire,  Nieolet,  Recancour,  etc.  ;  I  have  (piestioned old 
people ;  I  have  made  a  voyage  to  Acadia ;  at  I  lali  fax  I  took 
copies  of  the  old  registers  of  Port  Royal,  and  to-day  I 
possess  all  the  data  necessary  to  recompose  in  a  great 
measure  the  genealogy  of  the  families  in  this  District. 
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I  knew  in  ii  general  way  from  tireside  recitals  that  lliere 
had  been  iiuich  separation  of  families  ;  but  I  was  far 
from  suspecting  that  it  was  so  general.  Tlie  lirst  ref- 
ugees arrived  in  IToO ;  the}'  were  almost  all  from  the 
neighl)orhood  of  Beausejour,  and  had  come  by  the  St. 
Jolin  River.  Starting  in  tlie  spring,  without  provisions 
or  anununition,  tlieir  advance  was  necessarily  slow,  as 
they  could  provide  for  their  sustenance  only  b}-  fisliing 
and  the  rare  game  they  sometimes  caught  in  snares. 
At  length,  however,  at  the  beginning  of  winter,  they 
came  out  upon  the  St.  I^awrence  at  Cacouna.  There 
was  pr()l)ably  not  one  complete  fumil}'  in  this  first  group. 
My  ancestor,  Josepli  Richard,  and  youis,  Michel 
Kichaid,  were  of  the  partv;  mine  was  with  some  of  his 
wife's  I'clatives,  the  Cormiers;  yours,  then  15  years  old, 
had  with  him  only  his  sistei',  Felicite,  10  years  of  age, 
and  his  acred  i>  rand  father,  Kene  Richard.*  Tlie  names 
of  .loseph  Uicliard  and  his  wife,  Madeleine  Le  Blanc, 
fathci-  and  mother  of  j-our  great-grandfather  Michel 
Richard,  appear  nowhere  in  the  registers,  whether  it  be 
that  they  wcie  dead  before  the  deportation  or  died  in  the 
English  colonies  before  tbe  peace  of  17(>3.  Nor  do  I 
find  that  l)e  was  I'ejoined  at  Saint-Gregoire  by  any  of  his 
brothers  or  sisters. 

"All  those  who  settled  in  Canada  between  IToi*  and 
ITt'i-^  belong  to  the  group  that  escaped  the  deportation. 
After  the  treaty  of  peace  others  came  continually  from 
many  different  places  till  178<3,  wlien  the  last  contingent 
came  from  France.  Even  then,  the  complete  families 
were  very  rare :  in  many  cases  this  was  probably  due  to 
the  very  great  mortality  procUicedby  want  and  suffering 

♦  He  WHS  tliou  TIJ  yours  old  ami  iliwl  iu  1770  Jit  the  age  of  90. 
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for  those  who  liad  escaped  the  deportatio)!,  and  by  disease 
for  tliose  who  were  dej)orted  to  hot  clunates. 

"  These  researches  produced  on  me  the  most  painful 
impression,  l)ecause  I  found  at  every  step  proofs  of  the 
unprecedented  dismeml)ernu'nt  of  families.  All  tliose 
that  land  on  ourshoivs  are  but  wretched  I'ljmnants.  We 
constantly  meet  with  none  but  widowers,  widows  and 
orphans  ;  there  are  many  more  widowers  than  widows  ; 
it  looks  as  if  the  women  had  been  less  able  to  withstand 
grief  and  want;  you  can  judge  of  this  yourself  by  the 
accompanying  lists."'  ... 

Here  is  what  ('asiifrain  savs  of  another  of  my  ances- 
tors,  Jean  Prince  (Le  Prince)  :  "  'J'he  grandfather  of 
Monseigneui'  P.-inee,  the  lirst  bishop  of  Saint-Hyacinlhe, 
was  put  ashore  alone  at  IJoston,  where  a  charitable 
family  leceivcd  him  ;  he  I'ound  his  parents  only  many 
years  later  (ITTii)."' 

I  cannot  i-oneeive  what  Parkman's  auihority  was  for 
saying  that  the  families  separated  were  "not  numeious." 
Setting  aside  my  s|)ecial  sources  of  information,  which 
were  inaccessible  to  him,  it  seems  to  me  he  had  enough 
witnesses  from  all  (piarters  (o  conviiu-e  him  of  the  con- 
trary. We  have  positive  testimony  that  even  at  Grand 
Pre  families  were  not  allowed  to  unite.  However,  it 
may  be  that  many  of  these  separations  were  due  to  the 
ignorance  in  whicli  the  Acadians  were  maintained  as  to 
the  place  of  their  destination.  In  order  to  induc(!  them 
to  be  more  resigned  to  their  fate,  they  nnist  have  been 
made  to  believe  that  they  would  all  be  disend)arke(l  at 
the  same  })ort :  this  being  so,  it  mattered  little  whether 
or  not  thi!  nunnbeis  of  one  family  were  on  the  same 
vessel  :  they  would  all  meet  again  on  landing,  which 
was  the  important  point. 
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Besides,  for  so  religious  and  modest  ii  people  as 
tliey  were,  it  was  not  becoming  that  young  men  and 
grown-up  girls  should  be  crowded  together  in  the 
same  ship.  Tliis  is  what  Abbe  TiC  Guerne  very 
clearly  hints  at ;  but  Parkman,  who  quotes,  without 
understanding  him,  attributes  to  his  words  a  meaning 
that  is  quite  absurd :  "  Le  Guerne,  missionary  priest  in 
tliis  neighborhood  (Beaus(!jour),  gives  a  characteristic 
and  affecting  incident  of  the  embarkation  :  '  Many  un- 
happy women,  carried  away  by  excessive  attachment  to 
their  husbands,  wlunn  they  had  been  allowed  to  see  too 
often,  and  closing  their  ears  to  the  voice  of  religion  and 
their  missionary,  tlirew  themselves  blindly  and  despair- 
ingly into  the  English  vessels.  And  now  was  seen  the 
saddest  of  spectacles  ;  for  some  of  the  women,  solely 
from  a  religious  motive,  refused  to  take  witli  them  tlieir 
grown-up  sons  and  daughters.' "  Parkman  adds  tliis 
sapient,  and  as  lie  thought,  sarcastic  remark  :  "  They 
would  expose  their  own  souls  to  perdition  among 
heretics,  but  not  those  of  their  children."  What  Le 
Guerne  meant  v/as  this:  It  was  unfortunate  that, /')r 
a  mere  scruple  of  decenoij  an  J  propricft/,  these  women 
refused  to  take  witli  them  /»  the  xanie  ship,  their  (jroivn- 
np  Hon^  and  daiujhterH.  His  expression,  "from  a  re- 
ligious motive,"  used  by  a  French  Catholic  priest,  with 
whom  to  be  modest  and  to  be  religious  are  practically 
synonymous  terms,  undoubtedly  signifies  "  from  a  mo- 
tive of  decency."  The  words,  "  grown-up  sons  and 
daughters,"  explain  Le  Guerne's  meaning  perfectly. 
Parkman's  interpretation  is,  moreover,  contrary  to  fact. 
These  young  men,  whom  their  mothers  would  not  take 
with  them  and  their  grown-up  daughters  of  different 
families,  were,  nevertheless,  also  deported,  since  they 
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were  m  the  power  of  the  iiuiliorities,  and  therefore 
Parkman'.s  wretched  joke  ahout  exposing  them  among 
heretics  d<  not  apply  at  all  to  them  :  bnt  the}'  were 
deported  on  other  vessels  and  to  otiier  places  :  hence  it 
is  thai  jC  (inerne  deemed  this  a  dcploraljle  })iece  of 
scrupnlosity  in  snch  circumstances,  since  its  effect  was 
to  disnicmlMU'  families.  I  slunild  not  have  taken  the 
trouble  to  contradict  Parkman  in  a  matter  of  such 
f.light  importance,  did  I  not  see  in  this  fact  a  possible 
explanation  of  a  certain  nmnber  of  sopaiations. 

It  is  plain  that  the  exiles  were  kept  under  the  im- 
pression that  the  vessels  they  were  sailing  on  were  all 
destined  to  the  same  jilace.  No  other  idea  could  enter 
tlicii'  heads  unless  they  supposed  a  relinement  of  cruelty 
that  surpassed  the  wildest  flights  of  their  fancy.  Le 
(iuerne,  who  enumerates  the  subterfuges  employed  to 
induce  the  fugitives  to  give  themselves  up.  says  ex- 
pressly that  the  promise  was  made  to  l)ring  back  "each 
one  to  his  old  homestead  *'  after  the  war. 

Bulkeley,  secretary  of  the  Council,  who  tried  so  hard 
and  inisuccessfully  to  make  Brown  admit  his  justifica- 
tion of  the  expulsion  and  its  attendant  incitlents,  says, 
"  that,  instead  of  taking  with  them  their  effects  and 
money,  they  piled  them  up  in  chests  and  earthen  vessels, 
which  they  buried  in  the  earth  or  lowered  to  the  bottom 
of  wells  :  that,  after  their  departure,  these  effects  and 
considerable  sums  of  money  were  found  by  the  English." 
Surely,  the  Acadians  would  not  have  left  their  valuables, 
especially  their  money,  behind  them,  had  they  not  relied 
on  some  such  promises  as  Le  (juerne  mentions. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  cause  of  the  separation 
of  families,  whether  it  was  due  to  a  preconceived  plan — 
which  seems  evident  so  far  as  Lawrence  is  concerned— 
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or  to  the  persuasion  fostered  among  the  Acacliaiis  tliat 
all  the  vessels  were  hound  for  the  same  port,  or  to  otiier 
unavowable  subterfuges,  the  result  is  the  same,  the 
crime  is  none  the  less.  No  more  attention  was  paid  to 
the  feelings  and  comfort  of  these  unfortunate  heings 
than  if  they  had  been  a  cargo  of  cattle  ;  in  fact,  cattle 
would  be  better  treated  by  any  one  who  had  an  interest 
in  their  liealthy  condition.  ••  The  whole  colony  was 
embarked  pell-mell,"  sa^'s  one  writer,  "  without  regard 
to  the  reunion  of  families.  A  civilized  nation  renewed 
the  ancient  barbarities  of  the  Gepida'  and  the  Heruli." 

"  In  one  particular,"'  says  Parkman,  "  the  authors  of 
the  deportation  were  disapponited  in  its  results.  They 
had  hoped  to  substitute  a  loyal  population  for  a  dis- 
affected one  ;  but  they  failed  for  some  time  to  Hnd 
settlers  for  the  vacated  lands.  The  Massachusetts 
soldiers,  to  whom  they  were  offered,  would  not  stay  iu 
the  Province ;  and  it  was  not  till  five  years  later  that 
families  of  British  stock  began  to  occupy  the  waste  fields 
of  the  Acadians.  This  goes  far  to  show  that  a  lonsrincf 
to  become  their  heirs  had  not,  as  has  been  alleged,  any 
considerable  part  in  the  motives  for  their  removal." 

I  should  prefer  to  be  calm  and  indulgent,  as  I  have 
been  towards  other  writers,  though  often  I  thougiit  my- 
self justified  in  suspecting  their  motives  ;  but  1  confess 
that  I  find  it  very  difficult  to  restrain  my  iiulignation 
against  Parkman.  The  amount  of  trickery  and  inac- 
curacy which  he  has  crammed  into  his  ninety  pages  ex- 
ceeds all  that  the  reader  could  imagine.  The  foregoing 
extract  is  on  a  par  with  the  rest;  his  methods  are  always 
the  same. 

The  way  Parkman  introduces  his  expression,  ^'■fami- 
lies of  British  stock,'"  seems  to  show  that  he  wanted  to 
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convey  the  impression  tiiat  these  hinds  were  settled  by 
old  countri/  people.  He  can  stand  well  enough  an  im- 
putation against  these,  but  not  against  New  England 
peo{)le. 

No  thoughtful  writer  has  ever  pretended  that  the 
motive  of  the  expulsion  was  a  desire  on  ihe  }iart  of 
New  England  colonists  to  get  possession  of  tin-  lands 
t.f  the  Aeadians.  This  pretension  may,  indet'd.  have 
been  jjut  forward,  but  merely  as  an  hypothesis  and  not 
by  any  writer  of  note.  Few  persons,  even  among  his- 
torians, have  studied  thoroughly  this  "  Lost  Chai)ter." 
The  disappearance  of  the  documents  made  it  a  cpu'stion 
that  both  attracted  and  repelled  the  [)atient  truih-sct'ker. 
The  very  mystery  in  which  it  was  shrouded  aroused 
suspicions;  in  the  fragments  that  had  eseai)ed  destruc- 
tion there  were  clear  vestiges  of  a  crime.  Not  being 
able  to  discover  the  ti'ue  cause,  some  have;  allowt'd  their 
suspicions  to  rest  on  all  imaginable  [joints.  I'iiikman, 
M'ith  his  customary  assurance,  believed  he  could  settle 
the  whole  question  and  get  round  the  dilliculty  l)y 
defendinj;  what  was  not  seriouslv  attacked.  Choosing 
out  of  the  heap  of  suggested  explanations  one  mere 
sup])osition,  rarely  hazarded,  the  least  likely,  the  least 
respectable  of  all ;  lifting  it  to  the  level  of  a  strong 
argument,  as  if  it  were  the  only  one,  he  overthrows  it 
with  a  trenchant  phrase,  as  if  he  were  cutting  the 
Gordian  knot. 

It  may  very  well  be  that  the  American  colonists 
longed  to  become  the  heirs  of  the  Aeadians  :  the  ninr- 
derer's  crime  is  sometimes  })rofitable  to  others;  but  tlmt 
profit  does  not  enter  into  his  calculations  ;  he  is  think- 
ing of  himself  alone  when  he  commits  the  crime.  Law- 
rence  was  working  for  his  own  interests,  and,  if  he  had 
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accomplices,  they  were  near  him  at  Halifax,  and  not  on 
the  coasts  of  New  Enghiiul,  where  the  projects  he  was 
forming  were  most  probably  unknown  to  the  public. 

Had  not  Parkman  intended  merely  to  draw  the  public 
off  the  scent,  in  order  to  save  the  true  culprits,  this  would 
have  been  an  excellent  opportunity  for  introducing  into 
his  work,  witiiout  connnent  if  he  so  preferred,  some  brief 
mention  of  the  20, 000  acres  each,  which  Lawrence's  coun- 
cillors granted  themselves  out  of  the  lands  of  the  Aca- 
dians.  And,  if  he  thought  he  could  explain  this  grant 
in  such  a  way  as  to  exonerate  the  grantees,  he  would  at 
least  have  had  the  merit  of  exhibiting  liis  casuistic  abil- 
ity, without  inventing  a  sham  efligy  in  order  to  have  the 
glory  of  knocking  it  down. 

Since  Parkman  here  touches  on  the  motives  for  the 
removal  of  the  Acadians,  his  readers  would  have  been 
interested  in  hearing  of  the  charges  made  against  Law- 
rence by  tlie  citizens  oi  ILilifax  anent  the  cattle  of  the 
Acadians  and  other  branches  of  the  public  service  ;  of 
the  letter  of  the  Lords  of  Trade  to  Belcher,  containing 
charges  of  the  same  kind  and  many  more,  which  show 
what  sort  of  a  tyrant  Lawrence  was  ;  of  Lawrence's  in- 
structions to  Monckton,  ordering  him  to  seize  the  men 
and  ship  them  off  fii-st.  and  to  see  to  the  women  after- 
wards. His  readers  would  likewise  have  been  interested 
in  learning  that  the  archives  of  this  important  period 
were  despoiled  of  the  documents  they  once  contained ; 
that  the  records  of  the  Acadians  were  carried  off  by 
Lawrence's  orders  and  destroyed  ;  that  Pichon,  the  trai- 
tor and  sp5',  whose  opinions  furnish  forth  most  of  Park- 
man's  narrative,  is  not  the  only  available  authority,  but 
that  there  exists  at  Halifax  a  manuscript  compiled  with 
<;are  by  a  contemporary  of  the  events,  the  Rev.  Andrew 
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lirowii,  wlio  s[)ent  ten  yaws  in  Unit  city,  and  tluit  this 
nianuscript  contains  lu'w  and  valnahlo  documents  and 
e(iually  valnahh;  ojtinions,  very  different  fioni  liis.  Fi- 
nally, what  would  ])erhaj)S  have  interested  the  publi'.; 
above  eveiything  else  was  Sir  Thomas  Kobinson's  letter 
to  Lawrence,  condemnino-  lud'oiehand  all  expulsion,  and 
thus  }>roviny  to  a  demonstration  that  Lawrence  was 
deceivinn'  both  the  Acadians  and  the  rest  of  the  world 
when  he  said  he  was  authori/.ed  to  impose  the  oath  un- 
der penalty  of  expulsion.  Not  one  of  this  lonj^-  list  of 
fads  has  bcu'U  explained  or  even  touched  by  I'arknian, 
althou|L,di  he  knew  of  th(!m  all. 

However,  some  one  will  say,  Pai'kman's  assertion  that 
the  Massachusetts  soldiers,  to  whom  the  Acadian  farms 
were  offered,  would  not  stay  in  the  I'rcnince,  and  that 
the  waste  lields  of  the  Acadians  wei-e  not  occupied  by 
British  families  till  live  years  hiter,  nuist  surely  be  true. 
Yes,  there  is  just  a  wee  grain  of  ti'uth  in  it.  It  is  true 
that  the  soldiei's  refused  to  remain  in  the  I'rovince,  but 
the  real  motive  of  their  lefusal  is  nowhere  given  by 
I'arkman.  It  is  true  that  four  or  live  years  elapsed 
before  English-speaking  families  settled  there  :  but 
these  families  were  mostly  not  of  '•  IJritish  stock,"'  and 
the  true  motive  of  the  delay  is  not  given  by  I'arkman. 

Lawrence  wanted  to  retain  these  Massachusetts  sol- 
diers in  his  province  in  spite  of  their  repugnance  and  of 
tliL  expostulations  of  Winslow  and  Governor  Shirley. 
These  soldiers  had  enlisted  for  a  year ;  their  time  was 
up :  and  3  (it  Lawrence,  conscienceless  as  he  was,  strove 
to  lengthen  or^t  their  service  :  l^ut  nowhere  do  we  read 
that  he  offered  them  or  that  they  refused  the  lands  of 
the  Acadians.  T  should,  therefore,  be  justified  in  setting 
-over  against  Parkmaii's  mere  assertion  my  firm  convio- 
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tion,  based  on  oxiuirieiu-'u  t)t'  his  usiml  iiu'thods,  that  lie 
has  simply  invtMited  this  offer  of  lands.  Ilowcvfi',  in 
jiresj'iiee  of  an  affirmation  the  truth  of  which  I  am  un- 
able to  A'erif}',  I  am  williui;'  to  admit  this  offer,  un- 
likely thout^h  it  is.  Iiiit  the  motive  of  their  refusal  is 
iio  proof  that  they  did  not  ^  loiitj^  to  beeome  the  heirs  of 
the  Aeadians."  If  they  refused,  it  was  because  that 
offer  of  lands  was  valuehiss  so  lonjj^  as  Lawrenee  rule<l 
Nova  Seotia  with  his  iion  hand,  ("ili/.ens  of  a  [)r()vin('e 
aceustomed  to  self-pfovernmenl,  they  would  not  [>ut  up 
with  this  Governoi's  tyranny. 

Directly  after  the  depf)rtation  Lawi'enee  had  ivquested 
Shirley  to  send  him  colonists.  It  is  j)robably  this  re- 
el nest  that  sui,'ges  ted  Parkman's  assertion  :  but  it  seems 
clear,  from  ShirliM's  answer,  that  I'arkman  disloits  the 
fact  when  he  applies  this  request  to  the  Massachusetts 
soldiers  under  Winslow's  orders.  Shirley,  in  the  fol- 
lowing reply,  says  nothing'  about  solditavs  and  lays  stress 
upon  the  danger  of  hostilities  in  a  way  that  he  would 
not  if  the  settlers  were  soldiers. 

*'  The  Hcitllnif  of  the  rncdtiul  Jnnth  of  the  Acafflanx,"' 
says  the  (Jovernor  of  Massachusetts,  "  Keetnit  to  me  very 
diflicult  to  be  effected  la  the  prencnt  xfate  of  hosfilitles 
in  North  America,  <':/7w.'<t'(/  as  woidd  be  the  settlers  from 
Indian  and  Frencli  hostilities.  The  present  constitu- 
tion of  tlie  Government  in  your  Province  will  be  an 
ohntarle  to  its  being  settled  by  good  Protestant  sul)jeot.s 
from  Ncic  J^iu/htud,  as  they  are  fond,  not  only  of  being 
•jfoveined  by  General  Assemblies,  consistiufj  of  a  Gov- 
ernor.  Council  and  House  of  Representative,  but  like- 
wise of  Charters.  To  draw  settlers  from  this  Continent 
you  would  have  also  to  make  pnhlie  the  terms,  etc..  etc."  * 
*  \ivhivi's  of  Nova  Scotia,  p.  421. 
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1  his  reply  enilxxlius  all  tlu'  inotivt'.s  for  whit;li  Law- 
rence was  iinabio  iluiiiiEf  four  ycais  to  plant  colonists 
on  tlic  lands  of  the  Acadians.  Parknian,  of  course,  knew 
of  this  letter,  hut  said  nothint,'  about  the  explanation 
it  affojtls  of  the  Ion*,'  delay.  Shirley  was  right  in  saying 
that  the  terms  on  which  these  lands  would  he  held 
should  first  he  made  public.  For  jn-actical  men  like 
those  to  whom  Lawrence  applied,  this  question  was 
inqioitant.  If  Lawicuce's  louncillors  had  alieady 
voted  tliemselves  their  land  grants,  it  is  to  be  pic- 
.siimed  that  they  would  not  concede  their  propeity 
gratis. 

I»ut  at  least,  it  may  be  urged,  was  not  Parkman 
historically  correct  when  he  said  that  the  vacant  lands 
were  occupied,  not  by  Americans.  l)ul  ••  by  families  of 
British  stock"?  Xo  ;  he  was  not.  It  is  true  that.sul)- 
sequently,  there  came  colonists  from  ICngland.  Ireland 
and  Scotland  ;  but  the  great  majority  of  the  first  suc- 
cessors of  the  Acadinis.  f'->!>i  IT.'il'  to  ITiiii,  came  from 
New  England. 

Lawrence,  unable  to  offer  the  inducement  of  repre- 
sentative institutions  which  Shirley  deemed  necessary, 
did  not  seriously  renew  his  efforts  till  October,  17">8, 
Avhen  the  Lords  of  Trade  had  forced  him  to  grant  a 
Legislative  Chamber.  Then  he  issued  a  })roclamation 
specially  inviting  the  inhabitants  of  New  England  to 
come  and  occupy  these  lands.  He  laid  particulai'  stress 
on  tlie  fact  that  the  government  of  Nova  Scotia  was 
now  altoirether  similar  to  those  of  Massachusetts,  Con- 
necticut  and  the  other  American  colonies.  From  that 
moment,  says  Haliburton,  "  emigration  began  to  flow  in  a 
steady  and  constant  stream. /'/•')//(  tlie  colonies  on  the  conti- 
nent.    From  Boston  there  arrived  six  vessels  carrying 
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200  si'ttlcMs  iiinl  I'lom  Kliodo  Isliiml  lour  scliooiit'is  with 
100  piLSHt'ii^ors.'  ♦ 

"  'I'lie  lowiisliip  ol'  (^ornwallis,  wliieli  liius  hct'ii  styled 
tlie  ^^'iinUiii  ot"  N'/Vii  Sfotiii,  wiis  siUtled  iit  lla-  saino  tiino 
with  llortoii  ((iiiiiul  I'lv  and  iJivit'ie  aiix  Canards)  and 
hy  piMsons  who  tMui^^'ralcd  from  tliu  saniu  colony,  Con- 
necticut. 'I'Ik'v  saih;d  tot^cther  in  a  tied  of  t\\cnty 
vessels,  eonvoyed  hy  a  l)riculv^of  war,  nuuintinii^  sixteen 
^uns,  commanded  hy  Captain  IM^^ott.  They  arri\ed  oil 
the  4th  of  .June,  17*>0.  and  took  possession  of  the  lands 
formerly  o(;cupicd   hy  the,   Acadians.     'I'liey  met   a  few 

straj^jj^lin^     families    of    Acadians '^^'i-'y  I'f^d 

oaten  no  hrcsid  for  live  ycais.''  ■\ 

The  wee  u^rain  of  trut!i  in  I'arkmau's  assertion  is 
contained  in  the  arrival  ahont  this  time  (17<!0)  of  two 
hundred  emij^rants  fi(  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  who 
settled  at  Morton  ((rraiid  l*ie). 

No  hlame,  iis  I  have  already  jiointcd  out,  attaches  to 
these  colonists  ;  they  (hmhtless  prolited  hy  the  jtroperty 
find  deportation  of  the  Acadians,  hut  in  an  altogether 
indirect  way,  without  sharint;-  in  the  guilt  or  e^en  know- 
ing of  the  crime  to  which  tliey  were  indehted  for  the 
ownership  of  these  lands. 


•  JJisl.  of  Xui'u  Scotia,  vol.  I.  p.  a34. 


t  I'jid.,  vol.  II.  p.  120. 
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(IIAPTKK  XXXV. 

The  A<'ii(liaiiH  in  Kxile. 

\Vk  have  now  to  follow  tho  Aeiidians  into  exilo,  to 
relate  the  sufferings  of  their  long  i)il},'rima{^e  in  foreij^n 
lands.  This  iihapter  is  still  more  ohscuie  than  the 
i)reee(.ling  one.  Their  lamentations  and  their  anguish 
were  lost  in  the  din  of  arms.  For  eight  years,  with 
varied  success,  France  and  England  kept  up  the  struggle 
with  increasing  obstinacy,  tlio  latter,  in  order  lo  seize 
upon  and  secure  the  delinitive  jjossession  of  this  conti- 
nent, witness  of  so  many  struggles  and  sacriliccs ;  the 
former,  in  onler  to  retain  a  shred  of  what  was  sli[)ping 
froDi  her  grasp,  and  to  withdraw  without  to(>  great 
Inimiliation  from  the  conflict  upon  which  she  luid  im- 
prudently entered. 

Added  to  the  intense  prejudices  that  then  existed, 
this  cruel  war,  which  raged  for  the  eight  years  of  the 
captivity  of  the  Acadians,  was  not  calculated  to  foster 
the  sympathy  which  their  lamentable  fate  might  have 
evoked.  War  stifles  all  sentiments  of  pity ;  wliatever 
has  the  remotest  connection  with  the  enemy  becomes  an 
object  of  hatreil  and  contemi)t.  Those  who,  in  ordinaiy 
circumstances,  would  allow  themselves  to  be  moved  at 
the  sight  of  suffering,  close  their  hearts  to  compassion  ; 
and  hardly  are  there  found  here  and  there  a  few  elect 
souls  who  deign  to  sympathize  and  offer  consolation. 
What  could  these  unfortunate  people  hope  for  at  such 
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a  tiino  ?     Nothintif  liiul  ht'eii  i)ivi);u-tMl  for  tlioiii.     TUv.y 
arrived  at  tlu'  lu'L'iiniiii''  of  wintt-T,  when  ilieir  wresuiu'e 
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was  met  l»y  munnurs  and  marks  ot  t»-ai. 

Disju'iseil  l)y  (lie  orders  of  Lawreiiee.  deeiiiiated  by 
inalaily,  j^iief  and  niisi'ry,  deprived  (,f  spiiitual  succor 
and  liinnau  consolations,  nu-eived  with  niistinsl  and 
eontein})t,  phu'ed  in  a  des[)erate  situation  without  any 
visihle  way  out,  I'liislied  under  the  hunlen  of  an  over- 
wht-huinn'  woe,  eouhl  thev  attain  )>eeoiiie  attaelied  to  life. 
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lenjselves  once  more  to  woik  and  ivsume  llieir 
former  hopes  ?  IIo|>e,  however  faint,  is  the  hist  tie  that 
binds  us  lo  life.  Where  was  this  liope  /  Would  Ihey 
evei' he  able  lo  liMve  the  place  of  their  exile  ?  Would 
thev  he  able  to  <4(>  in  <|Uest  of  one  an.tther.  to  meet  once 
ii  safe   asylum  aLjain.Nl  new  persecutions  ? 
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This  hojie  was  too  distant  to  be  seriously  entertained. 
Scattered  as  they  were  on  all  shores  from  (JeorLria  to  Bos- 
ton. alouL!;'  the  coast,  of  the  (Julf,  in  the  West  Imlies,  in 
Kuiilantl  and  France,  how  could  tlu'v  ever  unite  ayain  ? 
How  many  years  would  I'lapse  before  tlie  husl)and  could 
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lhe\  siiivivc  the  <rrief,  the  hai'd- 
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nmre    than  relate    tl 
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ships,  the  cliiiiale 
History  has  so 
principal  fad.  the  traLiic  event  that  violently  snatched 
tliciii  Iroiii  their  homes.  It  is  this  forsakin<^  of  all  their 
])ossessioiis.  this  lo>s  el'  fatherland  that  has  most  fore ibl\* 
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ii-^ell'  i>ii  the   pojiulai-  ima^'i nation 
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naware 


ol  iIk"  separation  i^^  the  inhabitants  of  oim-  and  the  same 
locality.  i'>\'  the  dispersion  of  mendH-i>;  <»f  oiu'  and  the 
same   family,  people  looked  upnii  this   exodus  as  an  i 
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it  a   (  alamiiy.  after  all,  the   traces  of 
which  time  would  bloi  out.     bite  i>  made  n[i  of  an  infi- 
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iiit«'  variety  of  lies.     Tlicii!  arc  st»iii('  siuldt.'ii,  poij^iiaiit 

^riit'ls    tliat   ix'IkI    the   soiil  ;   sometiMU's   misrortmu!   Iijls 

broken  only  some  ol  these  ties:  oriel'  has  iM-eii  keen,  nay 

overj)o\v(Ming'.    l)ut    tiie    wound   liad    no  Ljreat  (Ie[)th ;   a 

short  time  has  sulliced  to  repair  the  tissues  and  eh»se  tin' 

scarred   spot.     This  ahandoinnenl    of  tlicir  ^(lods,   tins 

h)ss  of  I'atlierland  were  only  the  least  important  of  tli()>i' 

broken  ties.     'I'he  wife,  east  upon  a  foreij^n  siiore,  sepa- 

ratcid  from  heihusbaiMl  and  children,  tliem.selves  east  im 

other  distant  coasts,  whom  she  despaircid   of  ever  .seeinif 

again  :   these  are  the  broken  ties  wliii^h   time  could   not 

renew,  whieii  menioiy  tould  not  efface.     So  lon<^  ius  the 

body  was  sound  and  vi'^orou.s,  it  miglit  hold  out;  but 

grief  wastes  the  strength,  the  Ijody  sinks,  and  this  weejH 

ing  mother,  tliis  inconsolable   wife  could   but  languish 

and  die.     She   died  of  such  and  such  a  sickness,  peoj)le 

said;  but  in  reality  moral  suffejiug  alone  had  killed  her. 

'Pile  extent  of  these  sufferings  can  ]>e  reali/.iidby  none 

but  Acadiuns,  the  sons  of  the  alllicte'l.  who  have  heard 

at   the    family   iiearth   the    lamentable    iiccount    of  tluj 

transmigration    of  their  forefathers,  of  tlieii'  privations 

and  tlieir  useless  efforts  to  Liet  toijether  aijaiu  after  lonj' 

years  of  captivity.     Numerous  as  wei'e   the  si^paratious 

due  to  Lawrence"    orders  or  to  the  artitice  or  indifference 

of  his  sui.^iiic    .  •-  ilie  separations  traceable  to   tlie  great 

nio-'la'ity    of    tlie    exiles    WTie    still    more     numerous. 

Tiani'u  ■..   w'lo    coiiseerated    forty  years    of    his    life    to 

patient    esearebes  on  tlu;  luimber  of  the  deport(;d,  their 

destination  and  successive  transmigi  .' .  ...s,  aseertainc'd 

l)cyoud   all   doubt,  by    oflicial    statements    or    ac(Mirate 

general    estimates,   tbat,   of   the    18,000    Acadians   who 

peopled  the  [jeninsula.  the  isthmus    •>{  Shediac,  Prince 

Edward  Islaiul  and  (\ipe  lireton.  14,^00  were  <leported. 
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iMtwi'oii  ITr)')  iiiid  17r»:) ;  iiiid  tlial  the  iiunibei' of  tliose 
who  peiisluMl  duiiiig-  this  linu'  was  no  loss  than  8,000. 
This  r('(hi(;tion  of  foity-tonr  ]H!r  t'cnt.  in  the  po[)iilation, 
when  the  yearly  normal  incivast!  liad  till  then  been  live 
])er  c'ont.,  lepicsents  many  other  separati«)ns  besides 
those  oi'deied  by  Lawience.  However,  to  those  latter 
mnst  be  attributed,  as  a  natural  eonsequence,  a  eon- 
siderable  nundx-r  of  the  former :  and  whatever  \miy 
have  been  the  eause  of  that  terrible  uiortalit}-,  whether 
grief,  destitution,  c[)idemi(^s  or  ordinary  disease,  it  was 
none  the  less  appalling.  What  mother  will  ever  be  <  om- 
forted  for  the  loss  of  her  ehild  who  died  in  exil",  far 
from  her  motherly  eare,  and  perhans  of  hunger?  And 
what  a  small  proportion  this  44  per  eent.  leaves  of 
mothers  that  escaped  this  misfortune? 

It  is  not  by  reading  the  bare  nan-ation  of  the  histori- 
eal  events  that  cease  at  the  embarkation  in  tht.'  ports  of 
Acadia,  or  by  giving  only  a  passing  thought  to  the  in- 
evitable anguish  of  this  expatriation,  thai  one  can  real- 
ize the  extent  of  the  misfortune  which  io.U  so  heavily  on 
this  people.  Where  history  sto[)s,  there  the  Held  is  opened 
to  the  poet  or  the  novelist.  From  the  nuite  crosses 
planted  along  their  route  he  restoies  and  reeomj)oses  the 
life  of  this  stricken  navion  ;  he  brings  vividly  before  us 
their  peaceful  happiness,  their  hopes,  their  virtues  and 
their  misfoitunes.  From  these  crund)s  dropped  by  the 
historian  tlune  have  risen  woi-ks  that  honor  humanity 
and  elevate;  it  by  tender  sympathy  with  the  humili- 
ations into  which  miscreants  had  plunged  their  fellow- 
men.  As  long  as  history,  as  long  a;?  the  human  race 
lives,  so  long  will  the  beautiful  poem  of  Evangeline 
and  the  name  <»f  Longfellow  live  in  the  memor}'  of  men. 

!   had  intended  to    leconstruct  the  hitherto  obscure 
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story  ol'  tlio  deportation,  follo\viiiL(  tiu*  exiles  step  hy 
t?tep  ill  tlieir  .successive  and  lepeated  mi^iiitioiis.  in  tlicir 
efforts  to  jjatlier  toijetlier  and  (iiid  a  sccuir  asvlniu. 
where  tliey  miglit  again  enjoy  the  (piiet  and  (■(•niroiL  ot" 
former  <lays,  far  from  the  <Hii  of  arms,  far  fioin  conflicts 
occasi(med  by  the  cupidity  and  amhition  of  men  ami 
nations  ;  but,  I  must  confess,  F  have  not  the  lieart  to  do 
so.  I  long  to  withdraw  far  from  these  painful  rcniein- 
brances,  from  a  subject  that  wonhl  throw  a  gloomy  pall 
over  my  life  by  renewing  wounds  that  cannot  lic;d.  \\v- 
«ides,  it  is  too  hite,  because  there  is  notliing  but  distant, 
tradition  to  build  upon.  What  waspossiWe  tliirty  years 
ago,  when  the  then  existing  generation  liad  its  mind 
replete  witli  these  recollections,  is  hardlj^  possibh;  at  the 
present  time.  I  shall  restrict  myself,  therefore,  to  a 
short  sketch  of  the  principal  facts,  rallier  with  a  view  to 
completing  my  task  than  in  order  to  throw  more  light 
on  the  subject. 

The  researclu's  oi'  Kamean,  in  recent  years,  hear 
especially  upon  the  wandeiings  ol'  tin*  Acadians  after 
their  deportation,  and  their  grouping  here  and  there,  in 
France,  in  Louisiana,  in  Canada  and  in  the  maritime 
Provinces.  He  follows  these  groups  from  place  to  [dace, 
gives  their  exact  or  approximate  number,  desciibes  the 
foundation  and  progress  of  their  different  colonies,  etc, 
etc.  He  has  rescued  from  oblivion  many  important 
facts,  and  his  jtainstaking  labors  have  made  his  nanu; 
very  dear  to  the  descendants  of  this  unfortunate  peo])le. 
For  the  present,  at  any  rate,  in  order  to  the  eoni])leie- 
iiess  of  my  work,  I  will  give,  in  the  next  two  oi'  three 
chapters,  a  summary  of  the  information  furnished  l>y 
Rameau,  Casgrain  and  Smith  on  this  topic  :  afler  w  liiili 
3  will  enlarye  on  tlieir  researches  and  enter  iiiio  ;i    lu  lil 


*:,■• 


*^ .         iw? 


P    4i    : 


'■I 


228 


LE    LOUTUEK   DOINGS. 


|il    )!  ■ 


'I 


hitherto  unexplored.  The  feeliug.s  and  opinions  of 
those  who  will  guide  me  through  the  subsequent  cliaitters 
are  immaterial.  The  climax  of  the  tragedy  is  past; 
its  consequences  alone  remain  to  be  considered.  Those; 
who  have  had  the  patience  to  collect  these  fads  deserve 
credit  for  tlieii'  pains.  The  result,  however,  is  often  a 
mere  matter  of  statistics,  the  sole  object  of  which  is  to 
satisfy  a  praisewoithy  curiosity.  Quite  different  is  the 
I'uor  of  juy  prccediijg  eliapteis ;  there,  I  have  Ihm'U 
vc,  '  lunspect  in  the  choice  -A  authorities:  I  hav(! 
siftei^;  ''  '  character,  the  interests,  tin;  sentiments,  the 
motives  of  the  actois  in  the  events  and  of  those  wlio 
related  them.  Ranieau  is  by  fai'  the  most  eoniplete  of 
all  the  writeis  on  the  (piestions  of  whicli  T  have  just 
treated:  his  char  a-ter  is  above  all  re]»roaeh.  liis  (juota- 
tions  ai'e  always  sure  and  correct:  he  is  often  vtMy 
.severe  to  the  French.  However,  as  his  i)atriotisin  is 
ardtuit.  I  have  refrained  fr(»m  having  iccoursi;  t<»  liis 
opinions  on  essential  points  and  have  sought  to  go  deeply 
into  questions  that  he  has  only  lightly  touched  upon 
beeausc  the}'  were  obscure  and  su[)[»orte(l  by  sciinty 
evidenei'.  For  instance,  the  part  played  l)y  Le  l.oiuie 
and  his  influence  on  events  were  considerable:  itcannot 
be  denied  that  his  conduct  was  initating  to  tlie  English 
and  on  moi'c  than  one  head  luijustiliable  :  it  was  equally 
so  to  the  Acadians ;  by  his  intrigues  he  intensilied  tin; 
national  hatred  and  may  have  loused  in  Lawrence's 
mind  the  idea  of  the  deportation  ;  without  him,  without 
his  repeated  provocaticHis,  in  sitite  of  tlu^  perversity  of 
the  despot  who  eft'ected  this  dejioiiatiou,  it  would  have 
been  im[K);jsible.  It  is  true  that  all  tlic  information  we 
possess  on  the  deeds  and  character  of  this  lieiy  abb(^'  i.s 
drawn  entirely  frttm  two  queslionalde,  not   to  say,  con- 
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temptible  sources.  Between  the  traitor  I'iehou  and  tlie 
author  of  the  "  Memoires."  it  was  indeed  difficult  to  form 
■well-grounded  oi)iniuns.  I  lowever,  the  role  of  Le  Lout  re 
w;is  too  important  to  be  ignored.  I  cannot  help  tliink- 
ing  that  the  proper  coui"se  was,  not  utterly  to  lojcct  those 
two  authorities,  but  so  to  ulili/.e  them  as  to  arrive  at  a 
fairly  satisfactory  estimate  of  the  truth.  That  is  what 
I  have  done,  and  I  should  have  had  no  fault  to  find 
with  Parkman,  if  he  had  exercised  discretion  and 
j)rudence  in  his  use  of  those  questionable  sources,  if  he 
had  given  them,  not  full  credit,  as  he  has  done,  but 
only  a  secondaiy  importance,  and  especially  if,  wherever 
he  quoted  them,  he  had  shown  clearly  who  and  what 
l*ichon  was,  and  what  was  the  unmistakable  animus  of 
the  author  of  the  *•  M^smoires." 
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CHAPTER  XXXVI. 

The  Acadians  in  Pennsylvania,  in  tht-  CarolinaK,  at  Boston  and 

in  Maryland. 

The  numbci-  of  Acadians  that  landed  at  diffeient 
places  in  the  United  States  is  only  approximately  known. 
Witii  the  exception  of  Boston,  where  nearly  2,000  were 
jj.it  ashore,  onl}  a  small  number  were  left  in  other  northern 
pojts.  Connecticut  received  for  its  share  300,  New  York 
*?00.  The  remainder  were  distrihuted  in  Penusylvaniii, 
Maryland,  the  Carolinas  and  Georgia.  Lawrence  hiid 
executed  his  project  s(»  hurriedly  tliat  he  had  not  even 
asked  leave  of  the  various  governors  before  ehipiiing 
the  exiles  to  the  provinces  they  governed.  Me  had 
thought  it  his  interest  to  transj)ort  them  as  far  as 
possible  and  to  separate  them  in  as  many  groups  as  he 
could  ;  but  he  had  to  retrkon  with  the  good-will  of  these 
governors.  Boston  had  the  disadvantage  of  being  too 
near ;  yet  there  at  least  he  could  hope  much  from  the 
complaisance  of  the  governor,  who  was  aware  of  his 
projects  ;  however,  there  as  everywhere  else,  <liscontent 
was  prevalent. 

Whether  it  were  for  want  of  lodging,  or  Ixjcause  peo- 
ple did  not  wish  to  be  burdened  with  them,  objections 
were  everywhere  made  to  their  landing,  they  were 
everywliere  looked  ujion  as  dangerous  to  the  jmblic 
welfare.  The  [)rejudices  against  all  that  pertained  to 
Catholicism  had  reached  such  a  degree   of  intensity  in 
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all  »;lii8hes  of  society,  that  aniiizt'iuent  seizes  upon  any 
one  who  now  reads  the  memoirs  and  puhlit;  documents 
of  tliat  time.  Tlie  astonishment  that  this  readino- 
produces  must,  I  do  not  doubt,  be  felt  nowadays  l)y  all 
those  who  give  themselves  up  to  those  studies,  whethci 
they  be  or  not  the  sons  of  those  who  shaied  in  thesi* 
ridiculous  alarms.  There  was  no  machination,  how- 
ever unr(!asonable  it  might  be,  of  wlii(.'h  a  Catholics 
would  Jiot  be  supposed  guilty.  This  handful  of  inoffcn- 
bive  people,  who  had  been  so  when  they  held  in  their 
grasp  the  fate  of  Acadia,  now  crushed  by  misfortune, 
without  arms,  without  money,  caused  an  inconceiv- 
able disquietude  as  though  the  safet}'  of  the  country 
was  seriously  endangered.  This  was  more  than  enough 
t(»  extinL;uish  benevolence  and  to  drive  to  acts  of  cruelty 
a  nation  naturally  generous  and  hospitable.  Such  was 
the  case  at  Boston,  at  Philadephia,  and  in  most  places 
where  fate  east  the  Acadians. 

At  Philadelphia,  where  on  Xovember  19th  arrived 
three  ships  laden  with  exiles,  the  ca[)tains  received  orders 
to  withdraw  from  the  poit.  "  (Governor  Moi-ris,"  says 
Philip  II.  Smith,  ■•  was  thrown  into  a  terrible  alarm," 
and  on  the  very  day  that  these  boats  arrived  lie  wrote  to 
(utveirioi-  Shirley  : 

"  Two  vcsst  Is  are  iU'rived  lioro  witli  upwards  of  ;iOO  Ntiiitral 
Frencl)  from  N()%a  Scotia,  whom  (ioveinor  Lawivnoe  ha.s  s(>nt  to 
remain  in  thus  Province,  and  I  am  at  a  very  grt>at  loss  to  know 
what  tt>  do  with  them.  Tlie  people  liere.  a.s  tliere  i.s  no  military 
force  of  any  kind,  are  very  uneasy  at  the  thought  of  havinji!;  a 
Jiinnlier  of  enemies  scattered  in  the  very  bowels  of  the  countiy, 
who  may  yo  off  from  time  to  time  with  intelliffence,  and  join  tlieir 
<Mnmtryinen  now  employed  against  us.  or  foment  some  intestine 
eiiiiMiuition  with  tile  Irish  and  German  Oatholics,  in  this  and  the 
Utii,l:ljt)riiig   I'roviuce.     I,  therefore,    must   l)eg   your   purticuiur 


|/"-v 


VUKtii-i;)' 


"J    , 


mr 


282 


A    NKW    .IKKSEY    TKKHOK. 


J' 


iSPli 


liiii 


li 


instnu'tions  in  what  manner  I  may  best  (Hhihwc  of  these  ixyplc.  I 
have,  in  the  meantime,  ])nt  a  j?uard  out  of  the  recruiting  parties 
now  in  town,  on  Iniard  of  each  vessel.  et«.,  etc." 

.)(»iialliiiii  Hchlier.  cliit'f  justit-e  of  New  Jersey,  father 
of  .loiiatliiui  I'elfher,  eliief  justiee  of  Nova  Scotia  and 
Laurence's  counsellor,  was  even  more  exaj^gerated  in 
liis  lidieulous  appreliejisions.  Writing  to  Tiovernor 
Morris,  sliortly  afterwards,  lie  expressed  himself  tlms  : 
"lam  truly  surin-ised  Ijow  it  could  ever  enlei*  the 
thouirhts  of  those  who  had  the  ()r<leriii<>"  of  the  French 
Neutrals,  or  rather  traitors  autl  rebels  to  the  Crown  of 
(Jreat  Britain,  to  diieet,  any  of  them  into  these  Provinces, 
where  we  have  alrciidy  too  gi-eat  a  numher  of  foreigners 
for  our  own  <>;ood  and  safety.  1  think  thev  should  have 
been  transjjorted  to  old  Fram-e,  and  I  entirely  coincide 
Avith  Your  Honor  that  these  people  would  readily  join 
with  the  Irish  l*ai)ists.  etc..  etc.,  lo  the  inin  and  destruc- 
tion of  the  King's  ('r)lonies,  and  should  any  attempt  to 
hind  here  (Eli/abethtown),  I  should  think  it  my  duty  to 
the  King  and  to  his  good  i)eople  under  my  care  to  do 
all  in  my  powei"  to  crush  an  attempt." 

Smitli.  aftei'  having  cited  other  examples  showing 
tht!  extent  of  the  prejudices,  adds :  ••  Were  it  not  that 
these  accounts  are  fully  sidxstantiated  by  ineonti'o- 
vertible  evidence,  they  coidd  scarcely  be  credited,  so 
strangely  do  the}'  sound  since  national  prejudice  and 
religious  intohn-jince  have  been  dissipated  before  the 
light  of  knowledge  and  the  benign  influence  of  the 
Ciospel." 

On  November  24111,  Governor  Morris  addressed  a  jnes- 
sage  to  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State,  declar- 
ing that  he  did  not  jndge  it  prudent  to  allow  the  exih^s 
to  debaik.  but  that  he  had  ffiven  ordei"s  to  hiiid  some  of 
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llu;m    on    Pioviiice   Ishmd,  siiict'    ;i  conliinious   nialiidv 
liiul  broken  out  (in  out-  of  tliesu  boats. 

Wliat  could  tht'sc  unroiluualc  people  Iiojk'  from  >o 
fanatic  a  [)0[)nlalioii '/  Sonic  citizens  of  IMiihiflelpliia 
were  shameless  enough  to  pro[)osc  to  Iiunc  ilicm  sold  as 
ttlaves.  The  Aoadiaus  rost;  up  witli  all  tlic  pride  and 
indignation  of  their  French  blood,  and  jnotested  by 
petitions  against,  this  criminal  pioject.  \\hi('h  was  nc\ir 
carried  out.  Fortunately,  the  iionor  of  I'ennsylvania 
was  redeeme«l  bv  maiiv  lea(hni>'  men.  who  wi;re  niosfd 
at  so  niucli  woe.  Of  this  number.  I  must  not  forget  the 
philantliropie  Antoine  liene/et.  A  grandson  of  exiles, 
expelled,  as  tin;  Aea<lians  were,  fi'om  fatherland,  lie 
laid  aside  his  natural  feedings  of  lancor  t(»  consi<ler 
only  the  sufferings  to  which  they  \\'eie  a  i)rey,  as  had 
been  his  own  ancestors  before  them.  Ife  devoted  him- 
self to  their  solace  with  a  ton(diing  solicitude,  and 
greatly  contributed  to  alleviate  their  sorrows.  More 
highly  favoied  than  iheir  eom[)anions  «lepoited  eise- 
Avhere,  they  had  the  happiness  to  fall  in  with  Father 
Hardy,  a  sympathizing  and  devoted  missionary,  who 
affimled  tlmm  spiritual  consolation  and  couiage  to  su[)- 
port  their  alllictions  more  jiatiently.  I»nt,  says  Casgrain. 
they  had  become  as  plants  torn  from  the  soil  :  they  could 
no  longer  revive.  More  than  half  died  shortly  after 
their  arrival.  Homesickness  killed  as  many  of  them  a-> 
hard.ships  did;  like  Antoriis  of  old.  they  expired  wiih 
their  eyes  turned  toward  their  native  land  : 

Et  (lulces  nioriciis  leniiiiiscitur  .^rgos. 

The  nunutes  of  the  local  Assembly  contain  the  follow- 
ing passage  :  '"  Anthony  Bdnezet,  .attending  without,  w  as 
called  in  and   informed  the   House,  that  he  had.  at  the 
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request  of  some  of  ilu*  luemlMMs.  visited  the  Fiticli 
Neutrals  now  ou  boiinl  sundry  vessels  in  tlie  river,  nc;ir 
the  (Mty.  iind  found  that  they  wei'e  in  a  ^rea.  need  of 
Idankets.  siiirt^.  stockings,  and  otiier  necessaries:  and 
lie  llitMi  withdrew.  (Whereupon)  IJesolved,  Thin  this 
I  louse  will  allow  such  reasonahh'  ex[)euses  as  the  said 
l>(?ne/.et  niiiy  he  [tut  to  in  furnishing  the  Neutral  Kreiieh 
now   in  the  Province." 

After  iniiny  interviews  and  hesitations,  the  landint^ 
was  at  last  authorized.  As  many  of  these  unfoi'tunate 
persons  had  been  on  hoard  the  lH)ats  for  nearly  three 
months,  it  is  easy  to  conceive  how  this  oveicrowdint^ 
in  the  holds  of  overlad(!U  v(!ssels.  together  with  their 
grief,  with  the  fatigues  (»f  the  sea,  and  with  coarse  food 
altogeiher  unlit  foi'  thcii- condition,  must  liave  affected 
tile  health  of  these  {)eople  and  contributed  to  this  (h'ead- 
ful  nioitality. 

During  their  first  two  months  of  captivity,  after 
binding,  they  leceived  froui  tht^  Legislaturi^  and  from 
private  charity  as  much  as  their  situation  re(piired. 
Their  liist  petition  to  the  Legislature  ends  thus :  "  Blessed 
be  (lod  that  it  was  our  lot  to  be  sent  to  Pennsylvania, 
where  our  wants  have  Ixjen  relieved,  and  we  have,  in 
every  lespect,  been  treated  with  Christian  benevolence 
and  charity." 

But  this  was  i\ot  to  contintie  for  anv  length  of  time. 
Charily  soon  wearies  of  prolonged  assistance.  The 
A«adians  wished  to  be  restored  to  liberty  in  order  to  sn 
and  join  their  compati'iots  somewhere  else,  oi-  to  be 
deported  whither  it  would  be  judged  best,  provided  it 
wei'e  to  France  or  one  of  her  colonies,  or  in  fine,  if  )ione 
of  these  j)roj)osals  could  be  nccepted.  they  asked  as  a 
last  resort  to  be   treated  as  prisoners  of  war.     To  pro- 
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rhis  !»(• !    I  lud  wf  not  Itcttcr  iiavc  (1it'(l  in  our  iiiiti\  u  hind  / 
(Sec  A|iin:ndi\  No.  III.) 

Their  n'<jue.st  wa.'^,  howi'Vt  r.  to  piiNS  unheeded.  The 
Legislature  <leeided  that  nil  who  wei'e  able  to  work 
jshould    l>e    (li.strihute(l    throughout    tin*    Province,    "to 


give  ilioni  an  opitortumly  ol  exercising  tiieir  own  lal)oi 
and  industry."' 
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l{e(hicc<l  by  deaths  to  217  Iroin  4.")()  wlio  left  (irand  Pre 
and  Pojt  fioyal.  their  atlliction  knew  no  hounds.  Those 
wives,   those   husl)ands.  those   cliildren  who   were  iroin>' 
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can  take  heart  to  <lo  so  :  l)ul  we  must   remain    ton-ether. 
l.<ands,  tools.  v\r..  etc..  wert.'  offered  them:  hut  all  these 
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rejected.  Those  who  decided  to  accept  work  in  rural 
districts  were  not  themselves  accepted  :  "  The  prejuilice 
<'iitertained  at  that  da v  ayainst  those  of  another  religion, 
jircvented  the  employment  of  such  of  the  Neutrals  as 
wi'ie  williuL;'  to  work." 
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iMany  ot  us,    says  one  ot  then 
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ptHitions.  "have  had  neither  hn^ad  nor  meat  for  many 
weeks  togt'thi'r.  and  have  hecn  obliged  to  pilfer  and  steal 
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Ihis  new  appeal  to  charity,  and.  still  more  i^crhaps, 
this  avowal  of  pilfering  to  a[)j)ease  their  hunger,  hurried 
upon    the   exiles  what   they  dreaded   most — se[>aration. 
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The  Le^islrtturc  ikHaded  to  lake  i;liiirge  of  the  old  nifii, 
the  sick  and  iiiliriu,  hut  ohlijfed  the  parents  to  ^ive  iij' 
those  of  tlieir  rhihlren  wlio  were  under  age  to  (he 
servieo  of  juiviite  families. 

Tlieir  petitions,  with  a  view  to  avert  the  ex  .on  of 
this  decision,  Wr.w  witness  that  the  hlow  il  dealt  them 
was  the  most  erutd  tlu'V  had  to  heai-.  They  again 
heggtid  for  liherty  ;  hut  their  touching  entreaties  were 
to  he  answered  only  h}-  the  angel  (tf  death.  Despairing 
of  ohtaining  anything  from  the  provininal  government, 
they  made  a  liist  effort  and  ap[)ealed  to  the  s(tvereign 
himself.  This  appeal,  reprodn('i'(l  entire  at  the  end  of 
this  vohune,  is  sim^yle  and  touching;  it  bears  the  slanip 
»tf  deep  conviction,  and  is  well-nigh  irresistible.  This 
document  is  the  defence  of  the  Acadians  drawn  up  by 
themselves.  As  it  is  the  only  one  of  its  kind  in  thi.s 
er  /xirtf  cause,  the  most  elenientaiv  fairness  sji-  '  have 
induced  the  ('om[)ih'r  of  the  archives  lo  insei  i  his 

volume  alongside  of  the  letters  of  I'ichon,  t.'te.,  etc. 
He  must  have  seen  it,  since  it  is  found  entire  in  Ilali- 
burton. 

The  remnant  of  these  Neutrals,  in  Philadelphia,  occn- 
pied  in  Piiui  Street  a  row  of  small  woodt-n  iiouses,  long 
known  by  the  name  of  ''Neutral  Ilut*;."  They  were 
gradually  dying  out,  when  in  the  spring  of  IToT  there 
arrived  at  Philadelphia  one  of  the  highest  dignitiuies 
ever  sent  by  Great  Britain  to  this  cohmy.  Lord  Loudun, 
commander-in-ehief  of  the  English  armies  in  America, 
he  who  was  derisively  called  by  the  citizens  of  Halifax, 
the   hero    of  the  enhfnfi/t'   plant! Ht/   i\r/n'ili't/i>ti."  *      Ijord 

♦  "  Not  only  his  military  skill,  but  his  rounnjf  mul.  iiiteqrilii  were  ^iie«- 
tioiiod.  It  is,  thoreforc,  uut  surprisinj;  to'  Iciim  thiit  tuo  multilinic 
Htaouted  at  tho  news  of  his  InnnK  rei!all(»<l  to  Eucfland,"  {Miir(ku:h.  flinf.  nf 
N.  S.  vol.  ii.  j>.  315.) 


I,m  in   N     AM»    I'M   ll>iN. 
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I.niiiliiii  .siiiyed  <»Mly  II  It'W  (liiys  in  IMiilii<l('l|ilii;i.  wlicic 
lii«-  |»iis>.ii;4('  iJllVt'  rise  to  j»iil»lic  Icisls  mikI  n\iilii>ii>; 
still,  lit'  sojoiiriKHJ  tJicii'  ItMiLi  t'iniiiL;li  I"  sln>\v  ijiiii  liis 
lii^li  |M)silioii  ilid  hitt  sliiclij  liiiii  lidin  tlir  viilj.;jir  pii'j- 
iitlift!.-' Ill  lii>  tiiiif.  lie  liinl  ilic  f\;i(i  miiiilxT  of  lilt' 
(  iilliiilic  iMtjiiil.ilioii  III  l*riiii>\ !  \  aiiiii  iii;iili'  niit  lor  liiiii, 
ill  onltT  III  [unvitlf  iiL;;iiii>l  llir  tcirililf  iJaiiLfcrs  oi"  a 
piijiisi  f()iis|iiriir\ .  AiidiiliiiL,''  til  l"':itlit'i-  I  latily's  siiiti'- 
iiifiil.  this  iioiuilaliiiii  Itaicly  aiiiniiiili'il  to  JJHIO  suiils 
tlividfd  lit'lwffii  I'jiLilisli.  Irish  and  ( Ji'iiiiai!--. 

Tilt'  Atailiaiis  fiiiiiitcti  at  that  time  foi' su  liltlc  llial 
i\\v  iiiissitiiiaiy  did  not  think  it  wiuih  uhilf  to  nuMitioii 
llu'ii-  nanu's  in  this  icpftit. 

It  would  sot'in  that  nntliiii'  hiii  jiily  ((mhl  Ik;  fell  for 
this  sad  i(!innaiit.  whose  jiovcity  was  at  this  iiioim'nt  si> 
extreme  that  the  Assemhly  itsell.  \\hitli  had  hitherto 
treated  them  harshly,  was  moved  to  pass  an  att  n^eom- 
mentling' them  to  Ilic  piihlie  olTiicers.  •' in  okKt."  as  it 
saitl.  ••  to  prevent  them  iVom  dyin*^  o\'  liunt^er."' 

The  traitor  i'iehoii.  wlm.  siiitc  the  dfjioi'latioii  was 
residiiiiL,' at  Halifax.  liap]iciifil  tlitii.  il  srcms.  to  he  pass- 
iiitr  through  Philadelphia.  licfoiv  ^oiir,;-  to  enjoy  in 
Loiiduii  tlie  fruit  of  his  ticarlifiy.  hi'  wished  to  have  the 
iMi|iortaiiee  t)f  his  servifi-s  recoLiiiizcd  li\  a  man  of  Lord 
I.oiuluirs  high  station.  As  a  French  oniccr.  pretending 
lit  lie  a  |ii'isoiier  like  the  Acadiaiis.  fcigiiing  to  conimiser- 
.ilc  iheii'  inisforluiie,  it  was  easy  for  him  thus  logain  the  I 
fonlideliei'  of  these  tin  fort  unale  persons  w  ho  thirsted  after  \ 
lunsola'ion.  The  resnll  of  his  intei'view^  was  the  arrest 
of  Chaiies  Tit-  Hlaiie.  .lean-liaptiste  (iilerne.  *  Philippe 
MehuuMin.  Paul  P>ujeauld  and  .lean  Lindiy,  "  as  beiii'^- 
}>adly-iuteutioned  persons  who  had  prolVered  threateuing 

*StH-  lu  Aj'iii'iulix  jii'titioii  .if  .Triui-lJiii'tisti' dali'i-iii'.  No.  TV. 
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words  at;iiinst  ll's  Majesty."  I  imisi  not  omit  that  the 
AcadJans  at  tlio  arrival  of  Ijoudun  liad  presented  to 
him  a  petition  embodving  tlieir  grievances.  This 
document  was  in  French  :  '•  I  returned  it.''  Ik;  wrote, 
"and  said  T  wouhl  receive  iu»  memorial  IVoin  the  King's 
subjects  but  in  English,  on  whicii  they  liad  a  general 
meeting  at  which  they  determined  they  would  give  no 
memorial  but  in  French.'* 

This  refusal  to  consider  their  petition  iM-cause  it  was 
in  Fiencli  may  have  caused  discontent  :  but  it  is  very 
])robable  that  there  was  nothing  more  than  discontent. 
Without  form  of  ti'ial,  relying  f>n  the  rejtort  of  I'iclion, 
wliosi!  previous  history  was  well  known  to  l^ouduri, 
since  h<;  recounts  it  himself  to  the  Minister,  these  un- 
fortunate people  were  snatched  away  from  their  families 
alieady  so  sorely  tried,  were  placefl  on  boaixl  war  ves- 
sels and  banished  again. 

No  one  knows  the  subsequent  fate  of  these  wretched 
beings,  guilty  of  liaving  raised  their  voi<;es  in  the  name 
of  their  (companions  of  exile  and  of  having  dared  to 
expiess  tluMuselves  in  the  Fren<.-h  tongue,  the  only  one 
they  could  then  speak.  Tiiey  probably  went  to  swell  the 
ninnber  of  those  families  that  could  never  afterwards 
be  reunited. 

Thenceforth,  every  complaint  was  looked  upon  as  an 
offence,  and  there  remained  no  other  resource  but  to  die 
in  sileM(;e  :  and,  indeed,  never,  since  tliat  moment,  has 
tiiere  been  found  any  trace  of  (.■om[)laint  or  expostidation 
from  these  unhapin'  people. 

The  last  official  record  that  concerns  them  has  all  tlie 
sadness  of  an  (ipitaph  :  it  is  a  })elition  of  an  undertaker, 
addressed  in  17<)tt  to  the  Legislature,  and  worded  as 
follow  s  : 


A    LOST    FOKTUNE. 


••  A  petition  from  John  Hill,  of  the  city  of  PhiladHphia.  JoirHi-. 
was  presented  to  the  House  .and  read,  setting  forth  that  tiie 
petitioner  has  been  employed  from  time  to  time  to  provide  c;otttns 
for  the  French  Neutrals  who  have  died  in  and  about  this  city,  and 
had  liad  his  accounts  regularly  allowed  and  paid  by  the  Govern- 
ment until  lately  ;  that  he  is  informed  by  the  gentlemen  «!ommis- 
sionera,  who  used  to  pay  him,  that  they  have  no  public  money  i:* 
their  hands  for  the  payments  of  such  debts  :  that  he  has  made 
sixteen  coffins  since  their  last  settlement,  without  any  counter- 
mand of  his  former  order.  He,  therefore,  prays  the  House  to 
make  such  provisions  for  his  materials  and  labor  in  the  premises 
as  to  them  shall  seem  meet. 

Order  to  lie  on  the  table."  * 
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*  The  author  of  this  work  can  trace  several  of  his  relatious  wlio  wen> 
with  this  band  of  exiles,  among  others,  the  notary  Hand  Lo  Blam- ;  Etionne 
Hobert,  brother  of  his  ancestor  Honoro  H6bert,  who,  si'imrated  from  all 
his  relations,  had  entered  the  service  of  an  armyofflcor;  TraD<niillf  I^e 
Prince,  who  died  before  seeing  again  his  relatives. 

There  was  also,  but  not  related  to  the  author,  one  Charles  L«  Bltaic  who 
died  there  about  1828,  an  old  Ijachelor  with  considerable  property.  He 
was  about  12  years  old  when  deported  there;  his  parents  and  his  only 
Bister,  younger  than  he,  were  deported  elsewhere  and  llnally  settled  at 
8t.  (iregoire  P.  Q.  The  destruction  of  the  Acadian  archives,  by  ordir  of 
Lawrence,  made  it  impossible  for  Charles  Lo  Blanc's  sister  and  her  heirs 
to  prove  their  relationship  to  him,  so  that  their  efforts  to  secure  his  prop- 
erty were  fruitless.  It  is  yet  held  by  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  is  said 
to  be  of  great  value. 
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(HAI'TER  XXXVII. 

Tlu'  Acadians  in  Soiitli  C^arolina         >rKia,  etc. 

Lamkntahi.k  iis  wiis  tlu!  fate  ot  the  Aiuulians  at 
Pliiliulelpliiu.  u  c  luiVH'  reason  to  believe  it  was  just  as  bad 
elsewh(M'e,  and  niueb  worse  in  some  places.  'I'he  State 
Legislature,  it  is  true,  was  often  merciless  towards  them  ; 
but  private  charity,  stimulated  by  the  generous  efforts 
of  good  Mr.  lidnezet,  came  to  tlieir  succor  with  a  most 
praise wortliy  solicitude.  Kvcn  as  regards  the  Legislature, 
we  have  })roof  that  on  several  occasions  it  helped  them 
effectually.  !t  is  ]n'ecisely  owing  to  this  fact  that  we  arc 
l)et1cr  inloi'mcd  concerning  this  group  of  exiles  than 
concern  ill"'  others  that  were  numericallv  much  mon- 
important.  Philadelphia  was  a  pretty  considerable 
centre  even  at  that  time.  If  the  assistance  tendered  to 
only  450  persons  and  soon  to  less  than  half  that  number, 
appeared  so  onerous,  and  was  the  occasion  of  so  many 
jH'titions  to  the  Legislature,  we  can  well  imagine  what 
uuist  have  been  the  misery  and  mortality  of  the  groups 
ot  exiles  in  Maryland,  X'irginia,  Carolina  and  Georgia, 
where  the  climate  was  so  fatal  to  peoi)le  fi-om  the 
North.  They  numbered  about  4,000  in  three  or  four 
places.  I'ublic  and  private  charity  became  powerless 
to  iilToj'd  assistance  to  so  many:  and  tliat  is  probably 
why  some  governors  of  these  Provinces  did  not  seek  to 
retain  them. 

The    1,')00   .Vcadians    who    disembarked    in    South 
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•Carolina  were  at  first  (listrilnited  among  the  settlements; 
but  tlie  authorities  were  soon  moved  by  their  cruel  fate, 
and  furnished  them,  at  the  expense  of  the  State,  with 
ships  to  enable  them  to  go  elsewhere. 

A  memorial  written  in  17*^2  recounts  in  the  followiiisf 
terms  the  adventures  tliat  befell  a  band  of  Acadiaiis 
wlio  liad  set  out  from  Soutli  Carolina: 


"  The  ijihabitants  gave  them  two  old  vessels,  a  small  quantity 
of  very  poor  provisions  and  permission  to  go  where  they  wished. 
Having  embarked  in  vessels  that  were  riddled  with  leaks,  tlity 
were  soon  stranded  on  the  coiust  of  Virginia  near  Hampton,  an 
Irish  colony.  Thej'  were  first  taken  for  enemies  coming  to  plunder, 
afterwards  for  i)irates,  and  at  last  for  dangerous  guests  to  be  got 
rid  of  unniediately.  They  were  forced  to  buy  a  vessel  ;  and.  as 
all  the  money  they  could  collect  amongst  themselves  amounted 
to  "  four  hundred  jiieces  of  eight."  tiiis  was  the  price  they  iiad  to 
pay.  This  ship  was  still  le.s8  seaworthy  than  those  they  liad  just 
left,  and  they  had  all  the  difficulty  in  the  world  tf>  run  aground 
a  second  time  on  the  cojust  of  Maryland.  It  would  be  unfair  tn 
forget  to  say  here  that  one  of  the  magistrates  of  Virginia,  having 
learnt  the  perfidy  with  which  these  unfortunate  peojjle  had  been 
treated,  caused  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Hampton  to  be 
punished,  and  sent  a  boat  for  the  Acadians  to  get  tiiem  to  retiun 
and  ac(|uaint  them  with  the  condition  of  their  vessel.  The  remains 
of  their  shipwreck  were  then  the  only  resource  they  had.  iind 
the}'  spent  two  months  on  a  desert  island  repairing  this  vessel. 
Tliey  finally  succeeded,  and  after  having  once  more  put  to  sea  for 
the  third  time,  they  hail  the  good  fortune  to  reach  the  Bay  of 
Fundy,  where  they  landed  near  St.  .John  IJiver,  red\iced  to  nine 
hundred  from  having  been  over  two  thousand  at  their  departure 
from  Acadia."  * 

Georgia,  as  is  known,  had  \)vv\i  tuundcd  lo  scrvi;  as  a 
refuge  to  the  unfortunate  :  l»ul  it  was  declared  in  the 
charter  that  no  Roman  CalhoHc  could  settle  there  ;  so 

*  Arcliires  <l£.t  offairen  i'traii<j''n'.<.  Pai-is.  Meuwirea  de  M.  de  la  Rochottf>. 
The  number  given  above,  i.  <'.'.  nim-  iuiudri'tl  on  ii  vessel  of  apparently  small 
"tonnage,  is  surely  greatly  oxaggi-rateit. 
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that,  iis  soon  as  the  Acadiaiis  arrived,  Governor  Reynokls 
decreed  their  banishment.  With  his  authorization, 
they  constructed  roughly-made  boats.  In  the  hope  of 
seeing  again  their  native  country,  or  at  least  of  remov- 
ing from  a  climate  which  made  so  many  victims  among 
them,  they  trusted  themselves  to  the  mercy  of  the 
waves.  Thanks  to  incredible  courage  and  perseverance 
some  Avere  able  to  reach  New  York  and  even  Massa- 
chusetts :  but  an  order  from  the  pitiless  Lawrence 
stopped  them  ;  their  boats  were  confiscated  or  destroyed, 
and  they  themselves  were  again  thrown  into  captiv- 
ity.* 

Othei's  traversing  the  innnense  wilderness  that  separ- 
ated them  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  were  able  at  last 
to  reach  the  Mississippi  and  then  Louisiana  by  paddling 
down  the  great  stream  that  leads  thither, 

"Far  down  the  Beautiful  River."'    Longfellow. 

They  thought  they  were  bidding  an  eternal  farewell 
to  their  beloved  countr\-,  to  their  kinsfolk  and  friends 
cast  on  other  shores  ;  but  at  least  in  this  isolated  place 
they  could  hope  for  a  safe  asylum  against  new  persecu- 
tions ;  it  was  still  better  to  combat  the  elements  and 
the  climate  than  to  expose  themselves  to  the  fury  of  a 
tyrant.  Their  lot,  sad  as  it  was,  certainly  was  prefer- 
able to  that  of  their  countrymen  who  exposed  themselves 
anew  to  the  cruelty  of  Lawrence.  The  number  of 
those  who  took  refuge  in  this  asylum  was  at  first  incon- 
siderable. How  could  severed  families  make  up  their 
minds  to  flee  in  a  direction  which  removed  them  still 
farther  from  their  relatives  that  were  cast  on  the  shores 
of  New  England,  or  had  taken  refuge  in  the  forests  of 

♦Stevens'  History  of  Georgia,  Vol.  I.,  pp.  413,  417. 
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New  Brunswick?  Yet  tlie  sequel  proved  that  their 
(leterniination  was  much  the  wiser.  True,  they  were 
neither  better  nor  worse  off  than  the  otliers  as  to  the 
sundering  of  families  ;  Imt  in  a  very  few  years  they 
could,  in  this  luxuriant  region,  regain  a  decent  livelihood 
and  enjoy  the  liberty  and  tranquillity  that  were  so  long 
wanting  to  so  many  others.  From  171)5  to  17H8,  and 
especially  from  1780  to  1788,  they  were  reinforced  l)y 
about  3,000  (*ompatriots  who  arrived  from  San  Domingo, 
(xuiana,  the  ports  of  New  England,  and  particularly 
from  France. 

The  first  colony  was  founded  on  tlie  Mississippi  itself 
near  Baton  Kouge  ;  but  those  who  came  to  join  thera 
j)ushed  their  settlements  into  tlie  interior  to  the  Atta- 
ka[)as  and  Opelousas,  where  they  formed  important  and 
j)rosperous  groups.  There  they  have  devoted  their 
attention  chiefly  to  the  raising  of  cattle  in  large  herds  ; 
they  have  preserved  their  customs,  traditions  and 
language  with  a  fidelity  that  makes  them  recognizable 
at  sight.     They  number  to-day  about  40,000. 

Several  of  their  descendants  have  won  their  \»',}  to 
higli  positions  :  for  instance,  Alexandre  Moulon  sa,  for 
some  time  in  the  senate  of  tlie  United  States,  became 
Governor  of  Louisiana  and  was  president  of  the  conven- 
tion which  decreed  the  secession  of  the  Southern  States. 
His  son.  General  ^louton,  was  killed  at  the  head  of  his 
regiment,  whoU}'  composed  of  Acadians,  during  the 
war  of  secession.  Mr.  Pocht",  also  an  Acadian,  is  at 
jn'esent,  if  I  am  well  informed,  chief-justice  of  this 
State.* 

*Tho  names  that  occur  most  froriuently  in  this  Acadian  colony  are: 
IK'bort,  ThibaiiJoau,  Liindry,  Roy.  C'oriuior,  Doiioct,  Tiu'rian.  Bn-au,  Lo 
Blani',  Ansonoau,  IJichanl,  Moiitoii.  (^1^l<■au.  rivji-an.  Brassard,  Ciaudet, 
Blauchard,  Guillebauit,  Bourgeois,  Ootreau,  Martiu,  llobichaud,  Daigle. 
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In  the  south  the  Aciidians  were  generally  treated  with 
humanity ;  but  it  was  not  always  so  in  the  Provinces  of 
New  England.  Those  especially  were  treated  merci- 
lessly who,  on  their  return  from  Carolina  and  (leorgia, 
wished  to  obtain  provisions  in  the  ports  of  Connecticut 
and  Massachusetts. 

In  1706  a  band  of  78  exiles  succeeded,  after  a  thou- 
sand privations,  in  building  a  small  vessel.  Having  set 
out  from  Carolina  in  the  spring-time,  they  had  at  length 
passed  New  York.  While  stopping  in  a  cove  of  Long- 
Island  to  get  water  and  provisions,  tliey  weie  seized  by 
order  of  the  governor.  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  although  they 
had  passports  signed  by  the  governors  of  Carolina  and 
(xeorgia;  they  were  banislied  into  the  interior  of  the 
province  in  several  remote  villages,  where  the  macis- 
trates  were  ordered  to  provide  work  for  the  adults,  and 
to  get  possession  of  the  children  in  order  "•  to  turn  tlieni 
into  good  and  useful  sul>jects,"  that  is  to  say,  into  Pro- 
testants. All  these  children  were  accordingly  severed 
from  their  parents  and  distributed  in  the  counties  of 
Westchester  and  Orange. 

The  lot  of  these  luifortunate  people  was  already  cruel 
enough,  it  would  seem,  to  enlist  sympathy  and  kindness. 
Was  it  not  enough  to  have  been  expelled  from  their 
country,  stripped  of  all  their  goods,  separated  from 
tlieir  relations  and  flung  upon  a  burning  soil  where 
disease  liad  sown  death  and  mourning  ?  Had  they  not 
endured  enough  privations  and  labor  in  order  to  build 
themselves  a  vessel  with  which  to  sail  away  from  that 
fatal  climate?  Had  they  not  borne  the  hardships  of  a 
laborious  and  painful  voyage  ?  And,  after  all  these 
multiplied  alHictions.  had  they  not  to  bear  separation 
among   strangers   to   their   creed,    their  language   and 
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tlieir  liabits  ?  Yet  nil  this  was  not  enough.  The  tran- 
(luillity  of  Lawrence  was  troubled  by  these  migrations. 
In  the  following  year  an  older  was  issued  to  throw 
them  into  prison,  and,  as  (Jilinary  Shea  relates,  this 
decree  was  carried  out  all  along  the  coast  from  Hicli- 
mond  northward. 

Befoic  such  an  accunudation  of  sufferings  and  out- 
rages inflicted  on  a  peaceable  and  unarmed  population, 
which  had  never  given  any  occasion  for  severity  at  a 
time  wlien  it  held  in  its  hands  the  destinies  of  its  coun- 
try, one  feels  a  pann^  of  heartrendinpf  grief,  forcing  to  the 
lil)s  a  cry  of  inex[)ressible  anguisli,  with  which  are  un- 
consciously mingled  words  of  malediction,  Has  ever  a 
shipwrecked  crew,  fallen  among  the  fiercest  islanders  of 
Oceania,  been  forced  to  endure  so  many  moral  toi-turcs 
as  fell  to  the  lf)t  of  these  pot)r  victims  of  a  tyrant's  op- 
I  pression  ?  And  this  took  place  in  a  civilized  c-ouiitry, 
eiirhleen  centuries  after  the  foundation  of  christianilv 
and  the  conung  of  llim  whose  greatest  teacliing  was 
(;haritv  and  the  love  of  one's  neiirhbor  ;  this  occurred  on 
tlie  eve  of  a  revolution  in  the  name  of  liberty.  Slow 
indeed  is  the  evolution  that-  nnist  lead  mankind  to 
understand  and  [nactise  the  true  spirit  which  constitutes 
the  essence  of  Christianity.  What  wonder  that  unrest 
dwells  in  men's  minds,  that  they  are  asking  themsclvi's 
if  our  social  status  be  not  the  obstacle  that  prevents 
the  full  development  of  the  [)ure  Christian  spirit? 

This  latter  end  of  the  nineteenth  century  thinks  it 
has  attained  a  hifjii  degree  of  civilization.  Are  we  verv 
sure  of  it?  We  may  answer  by  pointing  to  our  material 
progress,  our  inventions,  our  discoveries  of  all  kinds  ; 
but  that  is,  at  best,  a  })roof  of  ingenuity  ;  our  age  is.  of 
course,  ])re-eminently  ingenious.     But  wliat  of  the  ex- 
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pansiou  and  progress  of  the  true  Cliristian  spirit,  where- 
in is  necessarily  found  the  only  true  civilization  ? 

We  have  societies  for  the  prevention  of  cruelty  to  the 
brute  beast ;  but  man,  the  moral  being,  who  suffers 
even  when  his  body  does  not  suffer  or  long  after  the 
body  has  ceased  to  suffer,  who  suffers  because  he  has  a 
soul  that  feels  keenly  and  forgets  slowly,  is  he,  I  ask, 
protected  more  than,  or  even  as  much  as,  the  brute  ? 
Society  has  acted  fairly  with  the  brute ;  has  it  done  so 
with  man?  Hardly.  Nor  is  it  surprising  that  this 
anomaly  should  provoke  a  certain  restlessness  that  is 
inclined  to  attack  the  foundations  of  society  as  if  the 
fault  lay  in  their  very  structure. 

But  let  me  continue  this  sad  tale.  I  want  to  be  gen- 
erous and  should  like  to  suppose,  for  the  honor  of  hu- 
manity, that  the  local  authorities  obeyed  orders  it  would 
have  been  imprudent  to  disobey,  or,  perhaps,  that  these 
barbarous  deeds  were  the  inevitable  consequence  of  the 
first  act  of  this  tragedy ;  but  I  find  nowhere  the  justifi- 
cation I  am  looking  for.  Lawrence,  who  had  acted 
without  ordei-s,  had  not  himself  the  right  to  give  any  to 
these  governoi-s,  especially  for  such  odious  measures; 
and,  nothing  in  the  history  or  accounts  of  the  times 
points  to  a  single  act  of  insubordination  or  resistance  by 
force  of  arms  on  the  part  of  these  exiles. 

In  July  of  the  same  year  seven  small  vessels,  bearing 
ninety  exiles,  were  sailing  along  the  south  coast  of 
Massachusetts.  They  also  were  arrested  at  their  en- 
trance into  port  and  dispersed  by  the  local  authorities, 
who  seized  their  passports. 

The  following  year  some  of  those  who  had  been  con- 
fined in  the  county  of  Westchester  succeeded  in  escaping 
and  endeavored  to  reach  the  frontier  of  Canada;  but 
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they  were  arrested  at  Fort  Edward  and  again  con- 
demned to  captivity.  These  attempts  at  escape  might 
easily  have  been  prevented,  if  Acadian  families  had 
been  allowed  to  live  in  groups,  or,  at  least,  if  the  mem- 
bers of  the  same  family  had  been  allowed  to  live  together. 
By  separation  and  harsh  treatment  they  were  driven  to 
flight. 
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CHAPTER  XXXVIII. 

Thft  Acadians  at  Boston  :  in  VirKiiiia  ;  these  latter  are  not  allowed 
to  land  ;  they  are  sent  to  Kngland — Frightful  mortality — One 
of  the  ships  destined  for  Philadelphia  is  lost  at  sea  ;  two  others 
are  driven  by  storm  on  the  island  of  San  Domingo:  a  fourth 
is  saved  by  the  Acadians  and  stranded  near  St.  John  River — In- 
habitants of  Cape  Sable  attacked. 

Lawrence  must  have  lio})ed  that  the  population 
of  Boston  and  Massachusetts,  wliose  interests  were  on 
many  points  identified  with  those  of  Nova  Scotia  and 
whose  sons  had  helped  to  carry  out  the  sentence  of  ex- 
pulsion, would  be  eager  to  favor  his  projects ;  there, 
liowever,  as  elsewhere,  the  arrival  of  the  exiles  pro- 
voked serious  objections.  For  several  days  the  tleet 
remained  in  the  roadstead  with  it«  human  freight, 
awaiting  the  result  of  othcial  deliberations. 

"Here,  as  in  Philadelphia,"  says  Philip  H.  Smith,  ''a 
Roman  Catholic  was  held  as  one  of  the  worst  of  foes  to 
society.  There  wjis  likelihood,  too,  that  they  would 
become  a  charge  to  the  public,  and  it  was  some  time  be- 
fore the  autliorities  could  bring  themselves  to  decide  on 
turning  a  thousand  of  these  creatures  loose  on  society. 
The  suffering  of  the  captives  detained  on  board  the  ves- 
sels, is  said  to  have  been  dreadful.  One  Hutchinson 
(afterwards  Governor  of  Massachusetts),  who  visited 
tliem  on  board,  wrote  an  account  of  a  case  particularly 
distressing.  He  found  a  woman  in  a  dying  state  from 
the  foul  atmosphere  and   uncomfortable   quarters,  but 
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till!  rcj^iiliitioiis  (lid  iioi  udmit  o(  \\vv  removal.  Three 
siuiill  c'liildreii  were  with  her,  re(iuiring  a  mother's  lai'e 
To  save  her  life,  Ihitchiiisoii  had  her  conveyed  to  a 
lumse  on  shore,  contrary  to  orders,  at  his  own  risk,  where 
the  poor  widow  was  ma(K'  eomforlahle.  [Jul  di>tres.s 
luul  wrou^lit  too  s^reat  havoc  in  her  t'rami;  to  admit  ot 
recovery;  she  wasted  away  and  left  her  littl(!  ones  with- 
out a  proteiJtor  ,  but.  jnst  before  slu!  died,  she  iH-son^'ht 
lier  benefactor  'to  ask  the  (i(»vernor,  in  the  name  of 
their  common  Savionr,  to  let  her  chilibcn  remain  in  tlio 
place  where  slie  died.'  " 

Finally  the  debarkation  was  authori/cd  ;  the  captives 
were  placed  temporarily  in  bairacks  erected  on  tli;' com- 
mon, and  tlien  distributed  in  the  towns  and  \  illa^cs  of 
Massachusetts. 

"  At  first,"  says  again  th(>  same  antlioi,  ••  ilicy  set  n[) 
the  claim  that  tlu'v  were  prisoneis  of  war,  and  lefnsed 
to  work,  but,  subsequently,  became  an  industrious  ele- 
ment. There  was  one  great  <lil1iculty  attending  their 
employment,  and  that  was  the  prt'jndice  of  the  [leople 
against  the  admission  of  a  papist  into  tlicir  families. 
The  Neutrals  here  do  not  appear  to  have  lieen  re- 
ceived with  the  considerate  kindness  their  bictlni-n  were 
so  fortunate  as  to  experience  in  l*hiladeli»hia.  Ihey 
were  not  permitted  to  go  from  one  town  to  anothei'.  and, 
if  taken  without  a  jjassport  from  two  selectmen,  they  were 
to  be  imprisoned  live  days,  or  wlii}iped  tenlaslu's,  oi  [ler- 
haps  both.  Ky  this  treatment,  as  useless  as  it  \\aseiiiel, 
members  of  families  were  kei)t  separated  from  tlieir 
fj'iends  and  from  eacli  other.  The  meagre  recoids  of 
those  times  show  that  numerous  })etitions  were  sent,  ami 
adveitisements  wei-e  constantly  cirejulated  to  find  lost 
relatives  ;  it  being  a  feature  peculiar  to  their  case,  that 
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they  were  left  in  the  most  distressing  tlonht  us  to  the 
fate  of  those  nearest  and  dearest  to  them.  In  the  midst 
of  so  mneh  distress  and  fanaticism,  the  unweleomed 
Gallo-Acadians  were  subjected  to  the  nmst  rigid  sur- 
veillance; there  was  no  deed  so  dark  but  they  were  be- 
lieved to  be  capable  of  performing;  and  every  si)ecies 
of  crime  connuitted  in  the  vicinity,  the  perpetrators  of 
which  were  unknown,  was  attributed  with  one  consent 
to  the  papists. 

*' A  petition  from  one  town  on  the  coast  asks  to  have 
the  Neutrals  removed  to  the  interior,  as  tlie}'  have  a 
powder-house  there,  and  were  afraid  they  would  blow 
them  u^).  The  student  of  human  nature  finds  in  this 
another  illustration  of  tlie  power  that  education  and 
prejudice  exert  over  the  judgment  of  men.  The  Aca- 
dians  themselves  refer  to  tliis  view  entertained  to- 
wards them  l)y  the  English :  that  of  being  addicted  to 
pillage  and  other  warlike  cx[)loits.  In  one  of  their 
memorials  they  advance,  as  a  reason  that  they  could  not 
have  possessed  the  belligerent  characteristics  attributed 
to  them,  the  fact  that  it  was  the  absence  of  these  qual- 
ities that  enabled  the  English  to  obtain  such  unlim- 
ited power  over  them ;  otherwise,  several  thousand 
Acadians  never  would  have  submitted  to  a  handful  of 
English  soldiei-s." 

Several  cases  of  abuse  and  cruelty  are  cited  by  Mrs. 
Williams,*  Smith  and  Hutchinson,  the  histoviafi  of 
Massachusetts;  and  these  cases  were  '••>  n  .orious  that 
the   legislature   of    the   State    ena  '  \\s   to  gu!»rd 

against  their  recurrence.  But,  oi  .  their  sonv  .3, 
that  which  wrung  from  them  the  buM'rest  omplaints 
in  their  written  appeals  was  the  sundering    f  families. 

*  French  Xeutrals. — By  Mrs.  Williams,  Boston. 
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*'It  is  too  evident,"  says  the  liistoriiin  Ilutiliinstui, 
♦' tlmt  this  iinfortmiiite  jieople  hiul  much  to  surt'er  Iroiii 
jtovei'ty  and  l)ad  treatment,  even  after  they  had  heen 
udo[»led  l)y  Massachusetts.  The  different  ptititions  ad- 
dressed to  Governor  Shirley,  about  this  time,  aie  heart- 
rendiiii,'."  lie  tried  to  eopv  some  of  them  fiom  the 
areliives  of  the  Secretary  of  State  ;  but  he  was  so  blintU'd 
by  tears,  as  lie  tells  us,  that  he  had  to  sto|). 

Parkman  must  have  found  the  teaisof  this  writer  and 
the  sentinuuitality  of  Lonj,^fellow,  both  countrymen  of 
his,  most  ridiculous.  He  must  have  had  tlit'se  two  emi- 
nent men  in  his  mind's  eye,  wlien  he  wrote:  "New 
England  humanitnrianism,  melting  into  sentimentality 
at  a  tale  of  woe,  lias  been  unjust  to  its  own."  To  what 
acts  of  injustice  this  sentimentality  may  have  con- 
duced, it  is  difllcult  to  see,  and  I'arkman  docs  not 
explain.  Perhaps  he  means  to  liint  that  the  harsli 
treatment  of  the  exiles  was  just.  If  so,  this  hint  is 
merely  a  fresh  specimen  of  his  "silken  brutality."  For 
myself,  and  many  otlu;rs,  this  sentimentality  which  is 
based  on  so  many  reasonable  motives,  and  is  so  much  in 
keeping  with  facts,  is  the  most  beautiful  eulogium  that 
can  bea(hlressed  to  his  fellow-countrymen.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  look  upon  as  despicable  the  man  who,  to  all  ap- 
pearance, has  knowingly  falsified  history  in  order  to  pre- 
vent others  from  entertaining  sentiments  which  he  him- 
self could  not  or  did  not  wish  to  feel.  Parkman  })re- 
ferred  iioveltv  and  audacity  to  the  monotonv  of  beaten 
paths.  The  public  may  like  novelty  ;  but  in  history, 
tiuth  always  ends  by  ensuring  permanence  to  the  labors 
of  those  who  make  themselves  its  defenders.  Sooner 
or  later  the  clay-footed  statue  which  Parkman  raised  for 
himself  will  crumble  never  to  rise  again. 
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III  lliis  fairly  liiinnoiiioiis  conccii,  in  fiivor  of  n  ]hm)j>1(? 
uiijiHlly  o|)|ti('s.st'(l,  it  is  easy  to  tori,M't  I'aikiniiii's  (!is- 
rordaiil  voice,  and  (o  icnicinlK'r  only  lliosc  distiiijrtii.slu'd 
iiu'ii  wlio  liavc  niadc  Hoston  tlie  nu'tropolis  nl"  llic 
inlt'llrit,  tln'  warni-luMrd'dni'ss  and  tlu*  knowlodi-c  of 
this  I'oiiliiKMit.* 

I  have  reason  to  helieve,  t'loni  eiinvnt  Irailitioii,  tliat 
the  eases  of  ill-treat  men  I  of  the  Aeadians  Ix-eanie  less 
and   less   ffeinient    in     Massachusetts.      Their  jxiacealili! 

sMceeetlcii     in    enlirel\    dis|>ellinn" 
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the  itrejndii'es  aioused  l»y  their  liist  aiiival.  Disdain 
and  tTuelty  i;avo  way,  with  the  Iwitt  r  classes,  to  a 
benevolent  solicitude  which  was  manifested  L;t'nerallv 
enough  to  cast  into  shade  the  wrontfs  to  which  t!iev 
well'  still  subjected  in  ceftain  places  and  in  ci-itain 
classes  of  siM'iety.  Their  heaviest  burdens  could  be 
lifted  olT.  and  so  they  wore:  Init  nt»thin^'  could  console 
them  for  (heir  sei)aration  nor  teach  thcni  tt»  takt-  kindlv 
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Siranijt'  irony  of  human  affairs!  This  litth^  |ieo|)le 
had  been  ovi'rwhelnied  with  woe  on  the  simide  pretext 
o(  disloyalty;  and  the  last  Acad'ans  bad  no  sooner 
(piitted  Boston  than  the  standard  of  revolt  was  hoisted 
over  this  same  town.  And,  stranger  still,  this  same 
pot^ple.   who  had  been   the  wardei-s  of  these  pretended 
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lio  wmild  not  be  disloyal  to  theii'  iMiglish 
sovereign,  were  .u'oinjx  into  exile  and  taking  refuge  or; 
the  lands  of  these  same  Aeadians. 

"  \\  ashington  had  scarcely  appeared  in  tlu-   IJevolu- 

1  liiivi'  it  on  t'\«>i'lli')'.t  Miith'Tity.  tliiit  IIalil)urton.  iu  liis  privat mvcr- 
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miiluct  i>f   I.awi'i'ni'i'  inwards    tlii>  Aoadiaiis.     It  was    iio,   I 
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foriiii'ii.  wile  ins|iii('(l  I.  utrfi'llowanil  snK>;eht<Ml  to  hiiii  tho  idi^df  writiiit; 
"  Kvaiip'liiU'." 


VIH(}INIA    HKNDH   TilKM    TO    I';N(JLANI). 


-•)•> 


tifniiiiy  ( "iiin|)  ill  IJosloii,"  siiys  Sinitli,  '"  wluMi  Ik;  I'oimd 
jiicpiiiiitidiis  liciiin-  inii(l(;  loi-  hiiniinn'  I  In;  IN)|K!  in  c'Hi;4\ . 
His  iiiciii()i;il)l<'  Older  nl'  NovciiiIkt  ^tli  liiid  tlu;  cl'l'j'i't 
<»r  |nilliii^-  iiii  end  ti>  \\\r  cnslom  ol'  "  insult  iiiL;'  tlic  ic- 
liifinii  "  uf  hrctlircii  iiiid  co-woilvcis.  VVnim  llic  I'lciich 
tied  ;iiiiv(!(l  ill.  N«!\v|)(»i't,  Rliddc  Isliiiid,  to  iiid  the  '•imsi- 
ol  llu'  (iolonisls,  tlio  L(!j^isl!itiii(!  iiiiidc  nil  liaslc  to  rt'|K;il 
a  law  on  licr  slalMti^  hook,  loihidding  :i  Koniiin  Catliolir 
to  put  foot  upon  lii'i'  soil  und(!r  jtain  ol'  dcalli.  Al 
lioston,  ii  I'uncrul  pioccssion  tniv(;is('d  IIk;  stniets,  willi 
a  ciiuMlix  at,  its  Jicad  and  priests  solcnudy  (diantinij, 
wliili;  the  selectiuon  of  Puritan  lioslon  joined  in  the 
oereiiiony,  ,t,fivinin'  tliis  puhlic  mark  ol"  res[K;ct  to  tluj 
faith  of  theii-  allies." 

Vii'<j[inia  o[»pos(Ml  a.  most  eiier<^(!ti<!  resistance  tf)  the 
laiuhnu' of  th((  l,r)()0  Aeadians  whotn  Lawi'eiiee  cast  on 
the  coasts  of  this  Province.  Neither  disease,  which  was 
making  frightful  havoc  among  this  crowd  of  human 
beings  JMiddled  togetlnir  in  the  holds  of  dreadfully  ovtjr- 
laden  shijis,  nor  any  otluir  consideration,  <:ould  decide 
tlic  Viiginians  to  accept  th(!  Inirden  which  liawi'encc 
im[»osed  on  thcnn.  Th(!y  addressed  to  the  authorities 
such  vigni'ous  protests  that  all  these  exiles,  after  having 
waited  several  weeks  on  hoaid  their  vessels,  were  told 
to  set  sail  for  England. 

We  know  not  how  many  of  these  1,500  died  before 
reaching  the  ports  of  England  ;  but,  considering  that 
half  of  those  who  were  transported  to  Philadelphia 
succund)ed  on  the  way,  and  that  tlie  mortality  elsewhere 
was  also  very  considerable  ;  consideiing  that  the  sojourn 
on  the  boats  bound  for  England  was  thiee  or  four  times 
longer  than  on  thost;  that  went  only  as  far  v^s  New 
England,  we  are  justitied  in  supposing  the  death-list  to 
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have  been  a  very  long  one.  Moreover,  we  have  some 
exact  figuies  tending  to  show  that  in  1763,  eight  years 
later,  in  spite  of  the  births,  the  number  of  exiled 
Acadians  in  England  was  then  reduced  one-lhird  since 
their  arrival  in  that  country.  I  think  it  no  exaggeration 
to  say  that,  at  tlie  time  of  the  treaty  of  peace  in  1703, 
the  original  l.oOO  were  reduced  to  less  than  ,'){)()* 

This  fact  gives  us  a  glimpse  of  the  woe-begone  condi- 
tion of  this  ill-fated  people,  thus  driven  from  all  coasts 
and  tossed  about  on  the  sea,  not  knowing  where  they 
could  go  to  suffer  and  die.  What  a  lamentable  situation 
for  poor  mothers  separated  from  their  husbands,  for 
children  separated  from  tiieir  parents,  or  even  for  heads 
of  families,  comfortable  and  peaceable  farmers,  who  had 
never  quitted  their  villages,  where  but  lately  they 
dwelt  in  happiness,  now  flung  into  mid-ocean,  alojie, 
stripped  of  everything,  torn  from  their  wives  and 
children  by  order  of  Lawrence  or  by  death,  surrounded 
by  enemies,  without  future,  without  liope  !  If,  at  least, 
after  eight  years  of  exile  they  had  found  peace  and  what 
remained  of  their  decimated  families  ;  but  their  whole 
life  was  spent  in  often  fruitless  researches  in  the  West 
Indies,  in  Louisiana,  on  the  coasts  of  New  England,  in 
Canada  and  in  the  maritime  provinces,  etc.,  etc.f 

Longfellow,  in  spite  of  all  his  ability  to  produce  a 
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*  Menwire  of  M.  do  hi  Rochotto. 

Also  the  decliirations  of  the  Aeadiaus  who  settled  at  Belle-isle-on-Mer. 
The  Freuch  Goverument,  at  the  solicitatiou  of  Abbe  Le  Loutre,  who  had 
returned  from  his  captivity  at  Jersey,  granted  morsels  of  laud  iu  this 
island  to  77  Aeadiau  families.  All  the  heads  of  families  were  called  upoa 
to  declare  before  the  authorities  their  line  of  descent  from  the  first 
founder  of  each  family  in  Acadia  down  to  the  present  time.  These  declara- 
tions, which  form  a  pretty  largo  mftnuscript,  contain  valuable  information, 
and  give  a  very  clear  idea  ottlio  mortality  at  sea  and  of  the  sundering  of 
families. 

+  My  great-grandmother  Le  Trince  (Rosalie  Bourg),  referred  to  elsewhere,    . 
was  five  years  old  at  the  time  of  the  deportation.    Her  sister,  born  at  sea,  hly^ 
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lasting  impression  and  narrate  forcibly,  has  not  succeeded 
in  painting  the  full  extent  of  the  blow  that  struck  tlie 
most  afflicted  families.  It  is  a  case  of  noble  poetry 
falling  short  of  the  reality,  and  by  many  it  is  thought 
that  he  has  failed  to  render  the  dramatic  force  sujjfiested 
by  the  tragedy.  The  fate  of  Evangeline  is  far  from 
equalling  in  sadness  and  tragic  force  that  of  many  other 
young  girls,  separated,  not  only  from  their  betrothed, 
as  she  was,  but  also  from  their  parents. 

Of  the  twenty  and  odd  ships,  that  carried  the  Acadians 
away  into  the  ports  of  New  England,  four  never  reached 
their  destination.  Of  those  destined  for  Philadelphia, 
one  perished  at  sea  with  its  cargo  of  captives,  two  othei"s 
were  tossed  about  by  the  winds  and  driven  to  Sun 
Domingo,  where  the  prisoners  were  left.  Another  ship, 
containing  '220  Acadians  from  Port  Royal,  among  whom 
were  found  persons  with  the  names  Boudreau,  Dugas, 
Guillebault,  Kichard,  Bourgeois,  Doucet,  Landrj-,  was 
captured  by  the  exiles  which  it  bore.  They  were 
pursued  and  attacked  by  one  of  the  convoys  that  ac- 
companied the  fleet ;  but  after  a  slight  encounter  of  no 
consequence  they  were  able  to  get  away  and  land  at 
St.  John  River,  where  they  met  a  considerable  band  of 
fugitives,  who  had  escaped  the  deportation. 

Here  is  how  Casgrain  relates  this  moving  adventure  : 
"  While  the  transjjorts  were  sailing  under  a  fair  wind 
on  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  an  Acadian  of  Port  Royal, 
named  Beaulieu,  an  old  master  mariner,  having  asked 
the  captain  of  the  ship  whither  he  was  going  to  conduct 
them : 

was  bereft  of  reason,  and  her  mother,  undermined  by  grief,  died  a  few 
years  later.  Thou^;h  my  greut-Kraiulmother  was  gifted  with  a  great  iniiul 
and  was  habitually  very  gay.  still  the  aeeount  of  these  misfortunes  had 
the  effect  of  plunging  her  into  such  profound  sadness  that  all  allusion  to 
these  events  was  carefully  shunned  by  the  family. 
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'• '  To  tlie  iirst  desert  island  I  shall  meet,'  replied  he 
insolently,  '  that's  all  that  French  papists,  as  you  are, 
deserve.' 

"  Quite  beside  himself,  Beaulieu,  who  was  of  much 
more  than  ordinar}'  strength,  dealt  him  a  blow  with  his 
fist  that  stretched  him  flat  on  the  deck.  This  was  a 
signal  for  the  other  cajjtives.  Thougli  unarmed,  tiiey 
rushed  upon  the  guards,  wounded  some  of  them  and 
put  the  vest  hors  do  wmhat. 

"  Beaulieu  then  assumed  the  command  of  the  trans- 
poit  and  stranded  it  in  the  8t.  John  River." 

There  still  remained  a  small  band  of  Acadians  in  the 
peninsula  at  Cape  Sable,  at  the  southwestern  extremity 
of  Nova  Scotia.  This  little  colony  was  comprised  in 
the  barony  of  I'obomcouj),  property  of  the  d'Eutremonts 
and  partly  iniinbited  by  the  numerous  descendants  of 
this  family,  ("ut  off  from  Halifax  and  other  Acadian 
settlements,  without  means  of  communication  except 
what  navigation  offered  them,  they  had  dwelt  in  as 
complete  isolation  as  if  they  had  inhabited  a  small 
island  in  the  midst  of  the  ocean.  For  more  than  a 
century  they  had  lived  there  and  managed  their  affairs 
as  they  thought  proper,  the  administiatiou  paying  no 
more  attention  to  them  than  if  they  had  not  existed. 
Tlicy  hardly  knew  of  Lawrence's  persecutions  and  of 
till'  obligation  to  which  he  subjected  the  Acadians  of 
the  otlici-  parts  of  the  l*rovince  in  the  matter  of  the  oath. 
Thus,  there  assurt'dly  was  no  motive  for  expelling  these 
persons  ;  they  had  not  even  been  able  to  furnish  the 
pn'texts  that  Lawi-enee  invented  against  those  of  Port 
Royal,  (I rand  I'rc'  and  Heausejour.  These  poor  people, 
after  the  terrible  calamity  that  had  just  l)efallen  theii 
brethren,  could  but  wish  to  remain  unmolested  in  their 
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retreat,  either  igii<M\'(l  as  tlicy  were  in  the  past  or  left 
ill  i)eaee  as  iiisiguifKiiiit.  Had  Lawrence  spared  this 
peaeeahU;  and  isohited  colony,  this  would  have  afforded 
a  proof,  not  pciha[»s  (piite  conclusive,  but  tending  at 
least  to  show  thai  his  conducl  was  1)asc(l  on  fairly  defcii>- 
ible  motives  and  guided  hv  a  certain  sense  of  fitness. 

It  often  takes  a  long  time,  with  its  repetition  of  mis- 
deeds, before  we  can  penetrate  and  realize  all  the 
malice  of  which  tliose  are  capable  with  whom  we  are  in 
daily  contact.  Often  our  penetration  is  at  fault,  and 
we  are  forced  tf»  extend  the  bounds  of  their  de])ravitv. 
These  poor  inhabitants  of  Cape  Sable  must  have  hoped 
that,  bciiiij  peaceable,  never  havino'  criveii  cause  for  ill- 
treatment,  they  would  certainly  be  al)le  io  remain  un- 
molested in  their  retreat.  However  it  was  not  to  be; 
Lawrence's  cruelty  had  not  yet  reached  its  utmost 
bound.     Before  the  end  of  the  winter  that  followed  the 
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Major  Prebble,  tlien  setting  out  with  his  regiment  for 


imen 
Boston,  the  following  order,  which  needs  no  commen 


"  You  iiro  liorf'by  rocinirod  ami  ilircfttMl  In  put  into  Cape  Siibl*',  or 
soin(>  of  tlic  adjai'oiit  harbors,  (in  your  way  to  r.oston).  and.  witli 
the  troops  at  your  eoinniand.  to  land  at  the  most  convonit'iit  place  ; 
and  to  seize  as  many  of  llie  said  inhai)itants  as  possible,  and  carry 
llicni  with  you  to  Uoston,  where  you  will  deliver  Iheni  to  Ilis  Kxccl- 
leiicy  (tovernor  Shirley,  with  a  lettiM'  you  will  receive  with  this  ol- 
der. You  are.  at  all  events,  to  burn  and  desti'oy  the  houses  of  tiic 
said  inhal)itants.  and  carry  otttheir  utensils  and  eattleof  all  kinds,  and 
make  a  distribution  of  them  to  the  troops  under  your  command  as  a 
reward  foi'  the  i>erforniance  <)f  this  service,  and  to  destroy  such  tilings 
as  cannot  conveniently  be  carried  off. 

"  Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  !tth  April,  17-">t). 

'•  Hy  His  Excellencys  coniiuand,     (.'has.  Lawhknce." 
"  W.M.  CurrKi;i;i.i.." 
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Tliis  iiivitiilioii  lo  j)lui)(lt'r,  1)\'  greatly  exciting  the 
(;iij)i(lit3'  of  tilt;  soldiery,  could  not  fiiil  to  produce  the 
desired  effect:  ••April  "J^M,"*  relates  TAbhe  Dcsen- 
claves,  an  i^ye-witness,  "a  village  was  invested  and 
taken  ;  everything  was  burned  and  the  live  stock  killed 
or  seized.  They  tore  away  the  scalp  of  one  of  the 
children  of  Joseph  d'Entremont,  aftei-  having  plundered 
and  burnt  his  house." 

Shortly  aftei'wards,  Lawrence  effected  a  new  descent 
upon  them,  and  the  same  scenes  of  havoc  were  repeated. 
This  time  they  weie  able  to  seize  a  part  of  the  inhal)- 
itants,  and  Mith  them  I'Abbd  Desenclaves. 

Those  who  had  escaped  these  attacks  weie  reduced 
to  "'reat  distress.  Their  cattle  beinij  killed  or  taken 
from  them,  their  houses  burnt,  their  parents  and  breth- 
ren dragged  into  captivity,  unable  to  put  to  sea  in  order 
to  procure  assistance  for  their  families  without  running 
the  risk  of  being  taken,  having  no  hope  of  human 
succor,  they,  no  doubt,  wished  they  had  been  cari'ied  off 
with  the  othei's. 

)m  Lawrence,  and 
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informed  of  the  humane  charactei-  of  Air.  Pown.ill,  the 
new  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  they  addressed  to  him 
a  j)etition,  which  clearly  depicts  the  extreme  destitution 
and  abject  misery  in  which  they  were: 
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"  We,  your  humble  petitioners,  liavo  taken  tliis  opportunity  to  write 
to  you  tlii'se  few  lines,  hoping  they  will  olifain  tlie  Iiappy  end  for 
whieli  lliey  are  designed,  and  we  liope  above  all  things  that  Your 
Ex(!ellen('y  will  have  eoinpassion  on  us,  your  i)oor  distressed  fellow- 
ereatures,  and  grant  lo  us  this  huinbli'  ri>(|u<'st  that  we  earnestly  im- 
plore of  you.  and  that  it  might  i)lease  Your  Exeelleney  to  take  us 
under  your  (iovernment.  And,  if  if  might  please  you  to  settle  us 
here  in  tliis  laud  where  we  now  live,  we  shall  ever  hold  it  our  bounden 
duly  to  love  and  honor  you  with  our  last  breath,  and  we  shall  assure 
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you  tliiit  we  arc  lioarlily  wiliint;  to  tlo  wlmli'vcr  you  ri-quiri'  ol"  us 
as  f.ar  as  wo  arc  able  to  jicrt'orni.  We  arc  also  willing  to  jiay  to 
Your  Excellency's  <»ovcrmncul  our  yearly  taxes  :  wc  arc  also  will- 
ing to  support  and  maintain  the  war  against  tlic  Kiiiy,  of  France 
as  long  as  we  live,  and  if  ever  any  damage  should  l)c  done  liero 
on  our  territories  by  the  Savages,  it  shall  Ix-  nvpured  at  our  hands. 
We  are  in  all  about  forty  families,  which  consist  of  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  souls  ;  the  .Savages  that  live  between  here  and 
Halifax  do  not  exceed  t\v«'nty  men,  an<l  they  are  also  willing  to  come 

under  the  same  Government  with  us Vnd,  if  weshall  be  sd  for- 

t\inateas  to  obtain  sonnich  friendship  with  Your  Excellency  as  to  be 
received  into  your  Government,  we  will  send  in  two  men  with  a  list 
of  all  our  names,  and  the  Savages  will  do  likewise,  and  we  will  all 
sulnnit  to  do  whattn-cr  you  reijuire  of  us,  and  if  any  oi  hers  should 
desert  from  elsewhere,  Savages  or  French,  and  come  to  us,  we  will  in 
no  wise  receive  them  unless  they  get  from  under  Your  Excellency's 
hand  liberty  so  tu  do. 

"  .\nd  now  to  conclude,  if  we  should  be  so  unfortimate  as  lo  be 
denied  this,  our  humble  request,  we  will  submit  to  Your  Excellency's 
goodness  to  do  with  us  whatever  may  seem  good  in  your  sight  :  only 
this  we  beg,  that,  if  we  may  no  longer  stay  here,  that,  wc  may  be  rc- 
(ieived  in  New  England  to  live  as  the  other  Xentral  French  do,  lor  we, 
had  all  rather  di<'  here  tlian  go  to  any  French  donuniou  'o  live. 

"  V>'{'  beg  that  Your  Excellency  will  send  us  word  what  wc  shall  tlo 
as  sooti  as  you  can,  and  we  will  do  it  as  soon  as  you  scud.  .\iid.  if 
it  be  our  hard  fate  to  go  away  from  here,  wt!  will  obey  Vonv  Kxfcl- 
lency  and  go,  though  it  would  be  to  us  like  departing  out  of  this 
world. 

"  Dear  sir,  do  for  us  what  lays  in  your  |»ower  to  settle  us  here,  and 
we  will  be  yotir  devoted  subjects  till  death." 

Tliis  petiticMi  was  dniwii  up  and  taken  to  Boston  by 
one  Haskell,  wlio  bad  ventured  to  (^apc;  Sable  witb  tbe 
object  of  trading  witb  tbe  people  tliere.  Wisbing  lo  b(j 
of  service  to  tbese  unfortunates,  but  fearing  arrest,  lie 
luid  tbis  j)etition  delivered  by  some  one  else.  It  was 
nevertbeless  traced  to  bim  ;  be  was  arrested,  butesctiped 
conviction. 

Pownall,  moved  at  (bis  ciy  of  (bstress.  (•oiiiniuiiiciiti'il 
tbis  petition  to  General  Amberst,  wlio  was  tlicii  ;ii  iJos- 
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ton.  Tliey  consulted  together  on  tlie  best  means  of  i-oni- 
ing  to  tlieir  assistance.  Amherst  advised  liini  to  pay  the 
expenst'  of  transporting  them  to  Boston  ;  but  one  thing 
stojjped  them :  these  persons  were  under  the  govern- 
ment of  Lawience,  and  so  they  themselves  liad  no  right 
to  decide  their  lot  without  his  approbation.  I'ownall 
tiiinsmitted  the  pi^tition  to  Lawrence  and  accompanied 
it  with  these  remarks:  .  .  .  '"As  for  the  case  of  the 
poor  people  at  Cape  Sable,  it  seems  very  distressful  and 
Avortliy  any  relief  that  can  be  afforded  them.  If  policy 
could  acipiiesce  in  any  measure  for  their  relief,  human- 
ity loudly  calls  for  it.  T  send  you  a  copy  of  tlieir  peti- 
tion, and  in  it  the  coi)y  of  the  Jouitial  of  (^ouncil  which 
I  also  enclose;  you  will  see  that  CJeneral  Andierst  was 
willing  to  relieve  them,  could  it  have  l)eeii  done  here, 
but  by  tlu'  same  you  will  see  the  Council  could  by  no 
means  advise  me  to  receive  them." 

The  only  answer  Lawrence  gave  was  to  dispatch  a 
ship  to  Cape  Sable.  All  the  population  that  remained 
there  was  transported  to  Ifalifax,  and,  four  montlis 
later,  to  England.  New  cruelties  must  have  been  com- 
mitted there,  since  we  find  the  proof  thereof  in  a  letter 
of  General  Andierst  himself  to  Lawrence,  signitjiug  his 
disapprobation  of  such  comluct.  He  pointed  out  a  cer- 
tain Captain  Ihizen  as  the  principal  guilty  person,  ami 
added  :  '•  7  ftJuiU  ulwai/H  dmipprove  of  killhujtvomen  n)ii1 
ItclplcHif  chihh'en.''' 

As  soon  as  hostilities  opened  between  France  and 
England,  Lawrence  in  a  proclamation  dated  May  14tlij 
ITi")!'),  dechiied  :  *•  We  do  hereby  pronuse  a  reward  of 
thirty  pounds  for  every  male  Indian  prisoner  above  the 
age  of  sixteen  years  brought  in  alive;  for  a  scalp  of  A 
such  male   Indian  twenty-tive  pounds,  and  twenty-five 
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jxduids   for  every   Indian  woman   or  child   brought  in 
alive.*'  * 

However  gi'eat  might  liave  been  the  exasperation  [)ro- 
voked  by  the  conduct  of  the  Indians  in  time  of  war,  tliis 
prochimation,  which  opened  the  campaign,  was  little 
calculated  to  soften  the  horrors  of  the  comini'  war.  It 
was  not  by  surpassing  these  barbarians  in  their  cruel 
*;ustoms  that  their  manners  would  he  chastened  and  the 
beneficent  influence  of  Christianity  extended  to  them. 
As  to  Lawrence,  however,  nothing  can  astonish  us; 
under  a  civilized  exterior  he^was  still  more  barljarou.s 
than  any  savage,  and,  had  he  dai'cd,  he  would  have  in- 
cluded in  his  entitling  rewards  the  Acadians  found  armed. 
In  point  of  fact  the  proclamation  had  the  effect  of  mak- 
ing Acadian  pass  for  Indian  scalps.  The  greed  of  gain 
was  going  to  give  rise  to  frauds  upon  which  Lawrence 
would  complacently  chjse  kis  eyes.  The  following  extract 
of  a  letter  from  Itev.  Hugh  (haham  to  Rev.  Andrew 
Brown,  dated  1701,  gives  the  practical  result  of  the 
proclamation  : 

"  A  parly  of  IJangers  of  a  rogiincnt  chiefly  employed  in  scouring  the 
countiy  of  the  disliKled  Acadians  who  liud  unfortunately  fallen  under 
the  ban  of  British  policy,  oanie  upon  four  Acadians  who  had,  with  all 
possible  caution,  ventured  out  from  their  skulking  retreats  to  pick 
some  of  the  straggling  cattle  or  hidden  treasure.  The  solitary  few, 
the  pitiable  four,  had  just  sat  down  weary  and  faint  on  I  he  banks  of 
the  desert  stream  in  ordiM'  lo  refi-esh  themselves  with  some  food  and 
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*  "  It  is  impossible."  says  Murdoch,  "  to  read  the  solemn  ordct-i  for  dc- 
stroying  and  aimihilutiug  the  homes  and  surroundings  of  our  felluvv-iita- 
tnres — the  fori'ii)le  ciiptiin'  iiid  n!nioval  of  families— tjio  rewards  in  inoni'V 
to  the  soldier  for  the  scalp  au  enemy,  and  niauyuther  proueeijings  <i( 
those  in  authority  at  this  p<'ri<Hl.  without  strong  sensations  of  pain  and 
dis>;ust.  This  brought  into  active  play  one  of  the  lowest,  meanest,  and 
most  lirntaliziii)^  features  of  humanity — a  miserable  avarice — a  thirst  of 
ijain  to  be  acipiired  by  tiruelty,  and  spent  most  probably  in  the  most  drs- 
^•r.idin^' sensual  pursuits.  Nothing  could  be  calculated  to  lower  iuid  dis- 
tlf.'ure  the  character  of  the  soldier  more  than  this  appeal  to  his  selflshuess 
uu<l  liis  luisest  appetites." 
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rol,  wlicii  ;i  party  i>f  liiin.m'rs  .surprised  and  iipimOwndcd  tlit>iii,  and, 
as  tlu-n^  was  a  lioiiiiiy  on  Indian  si-iilps,  a  blut,  too,  on  Kn^land's 
jfsculciii'on,  tlic  .soldii'rs  soon  made  ///»■  niiiti)l!r(iliiii,i  siiiiuil,  liw  njfl- 
vii'.s  hinu'd  tlivir  IkkIis,  and  tin-  Acadians  were  in.slantly  .ihot  and 
scaliM'd.  A  i»arty  of  llic  Hangers  l)roiif;lil  in  one  day  J'l  nc(tli)S,  iirclcnil- 
■iii'i  that  they  were  Indians',  and  the  coniniandiuu  officer  at  the  tort, 
then  Cidonel  Wilniol.  n/lrriijo.rils  iionrnin-  Wihant  (n  poor  tool), '^nw 
orders  thai  the  Ixxinty  shuuld  bu  paid  tlieni.  ('aptain  Iliistou,  who 
had  at  that  time  the  eharije  of  the  nulilary  eliest,  objected  to  sncdi 
proeeedhigs,  both  in  tlie  letter  and  si)irit  of  lliem.  The  Colonel  told 
him.  Hint  acrorduiu  lo  hnn  ffic  Frcnrh  lorrc  all  mil  of  fhi'  couiitri/, 
tliol  thr  houulii  On  Jinlinii  sndim  iixih  iirrorii'mii  In  Imr,  iind  l/iiit 
thoiojli  t/ic  loir  iiiiijlil  ill  amiw  iiintiiiiceit  he  ulrahuU  a  litllr,  i/el  tlirrc 
won  o  iifrrnsili/  for  wiiikhif/  at  siu'k  t/ihiijs, 

"  I'lion  :i( lint.  Huston,  in  obedicuiee  to  oi'ders,  |)aid  down   t'2.")t), 

tellimc:  tliat  the  eiu'se  of  (iod  should  ever  attend  such  K'lihy  deeds. 

"A  <()nsiderable  larg<(  i)odyof  the  French  Neutrals  were  one  time  , si  u- 
prisrd  by  a  party  of  Hangers  on  IVtitcodiae  river;  upon  the  lirstalarm, 
most  nf  them  threw  themselves  into  the  river  and  swam  across,  and  liy 
this  way  t  he  greater  part  of  them  made  out  to  (dude  the  dutches  of  th 
bloody  hounds,  though  some  of  them  were  shot  by  the  merci 
soldi(?ry  in  the  river.  It  was  observed  that  these  Hangers,  almust 
without  exception,  closed  their  days  in  wretchedness,  and,  particu- 
larly, a  Captain  Danks,  wlio  rode  to  the  extreme  of  his  cfjinmission 
in  every  barbarous  proc(^eding.  .  .  .  He  lived  under  a  general  dislike 
and  dit;d  without  anv  to  regret  his  death." 
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This  Rev.  Hu,tjh  Gniluiiii  was,  like  Dr.  Brown,  ji 
t'onteiuponiry  of  the  events  he  describes.  lie  wiis  liv- 
ing in  Nova  Scotia  at  the  very  time,  I  think,  of  the  de- 
portation, and  this  was  the  reason  why  Brown  applied 
to  hiin  for  information,  lie  seems  to  have  been  actu- 
ated l)y  the  same  spirit  as  Brown,  antl,  like  him,  he  also 
judged  severely  the  acts  andautliors  of  this  tragedy,*  as 


*  After  tli('  taking  of  Heausojour,  where  a  large  number  of  A(radiaus  worn 
made  prisonors,  wliiie  their  families  were  being  summouod  to  join  them, 
with  the  threat  that  thoir  houses  would  bo  burnt,  some  poor  women  were 
so  I'ruelly  flogged  as  to  fall  dead  under  the  lash.  (  Vaiidreuil  an  Afinistrr, 
Oct.  30//1,  1755.) 

About  the  same  time  a  party  of  14  Tudians,  of  8t.  John  River,  having 
beou  surprised  and  captured,  the  soldiers  amuseil  thomsolvos  cutting  them 
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have  also  done  all  his  conteinpoiaries  tlial  were  in  a 
liosilioii  to  pass  ail  enlifjlileiiecl  and  ini[)aitial  judjjfinent 
tliiMcon,  oi'  whose  ehaiaetei'  was  siillieiently  elevated  to 
be  above  reliyioiis  or  national  prejudices. 

I  have  I'uniished  the  reader  with  the  means  of  judij- 
ing'  Lawienee's  character  by  the  opinion  that  the  citizens 
of  Ihilil'ax  entertained  of  him;  we  also  have,  in  tlie 
foregoing,  material  for  a  wound  estimate  of  that  Colonel 
Wilmot  who,  a  few  years  later,  as  Governor  of  the  I'rov- 
iiice,  was  in  his  turn  to  opi)ress  the  Acadians. 

The  cabinet  of  London,  which,  as  we  have  seen,  had 
been  thrown  into  great  alarm  at  the  discovery  of  the 
poorly-disguised  projec^ts  of  Lawrence,  saw  itself  obliged 
to  accept  the  accomi)lished  fact,  and  let  him  fmish  his 
work  of  proscription.  The  following  extract  of  a  letter 
from  the  I-.ordsof  Trade  to  Lawrence,  dated  March  10th, 
1757,  seems  to  be  a  condemnation  of  his  conduct,  both 
as  to  the  non-justilicatiou  and  odiousness  of  so  barbarous 
measure,  ajid  as  to  the  fatal  conse([uences  that  might 
issue  therefrom  :  '•  There  is  no  attempt,  liowever  des- 
perate and  cruel,  which  might  not  be  ex[)ected  from  pei-- 
sons  i:ni)<i)<ti'iitrif  us  flic//  itinxf  he  hji  tJh.'  treatment  they 
have  met  with." 

In  fact  it  could  not  have  been  otherwise.  The  meek- 
esi,  the  most  peaceful  mau,  when  he  sees  himself  un- 
justly driven  to  Itay;  when  all  his  happiness  luis  van- 
ished :  wheu  his  country,  his  goods  have  been  taken 
fiom  him :  when  his  wife  and  childreu  have  been 
suatched  from  his  hearth  and  whelmed  with  woe,  if  not 
separated  from  him  and  from  one  another;  when  lie  has 
no  longer  any  hope  of  pity  from  an  enemy  bent  on  tiu; 

In  pieces  us  tlioy  would  pijj's  flush  iimi  sciittorinR  upou  tlio  f^rouud  tliose 

ghusitly  riiinuius,     (  \'tiiiilrei(i/  mi  Mininln ,  Oct.  IH.'/i,  1755.) 
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tlcslmctioii  uf  all  that  iiiakus  lam  cling  to  life;  iliis  man 
may  iHicoiiu!  a  raging  lion  vvliose  tliiist  foi-  veugeanco 
nothing  can  (lUiMich.  Yes,  1  hesitate  not  to  say  so,  alter 
so  unjust  and  I'xtracu'dinai'y  a  perseeiition,  iluMe  was 
sulliiieMt  ]>iovoiation  to  turn  the  head  of  the  most 
peaceful  man,  to  make  him  a  highwayman  or  a  pirate, 
lying  in  amhush  in  the  thickets  of  a  foiest  as  a  hunter 
of  men.  'L'lmt  ia  \vliat  I  would  have  ilone,  tUaLia  what 
UiuaLi>|  1')^'  leaders  wtmld  have  done;  yet,  that  is  what 
the  Acadians,  except  a  very  small  niunhcr,  did  not  do. 

Tnidititm  has  preserved  the  rememhranee  of  tiit;  ter- 
rible deeds  of  vengeance  wiought  !)}•  some  of  these  men, 
and  more  particularly  hy  Jean  l^e  lllanc,  Nicholas  (Jau- 
thiei'  and  Notil  Brassard  dit  IJeausoleil. 

This  last-nameil  person  dwelt  with  all  his  family  in 
the  cantons  of  Chipody  and  Petitcodiac,  on  the  north  of 
the  liny  of  Fnndy.  This  colony  had  been  founded  in 
l(i!t9  by  the  miller  Thibaudeau  and  .lean  Francois  Bras- 
sard. Thil)audeau  had  become  seignioiof  Chipody  and 
a  large  com-ession  had  been  granted  to  his  friend  Bras- 
sard. Ties  of  relationship  soon  still  more  closely  united 
till'  two  families.  Brassard,  whose  wife,  Catherine 
Richard,  was  the  eldest  daughter  of  Michel  Uiehard, 
first  of  that  name  in  Acadia,  my  ancestor,  gave  his 
daughter  in  marriage  to  the  son  of  the  elder  Thibaudeau, 
and  the  twn)  families  soon  formed  an  important  and 
prosperous  group. 

We  have  seen  that,  at  the  time  of  the  deportation,  a 
detachment  of  troops  had  been  sent  from  Beaus^jour 
(Cumberland)  to  burn  the  houses  of  Chipody  and  Petit- 
cod  iac  and  carry  away  the  inhabitants  ;  we  have  seen 
that  the  [)0])ulation,  forew'arned  of  this  attack,  lay  in 
ambush  on   the  edge  of  the  forest,  and  that,  just  as  a 
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stjUiul  ot'  lliis  (K'liiclmiciiL  well-  i»r('|iiilili,;^  l'»  set  lilf  to 
ihc  church,  the  AciKliaiis  iniuh*  s\U'li  iiii  oiislatiglit oii  thu 
sohlitMs  us  to  I'orco  them  tu  withdraw. 

Ht'  wlio  had  directed  this  attack  was  Noel  iJrassartl 
tilt  IJeausoh'il,  son  of  Jean  Kran(;ois  Pnassard  aiidCath- 
uriiie  l{iciiurd.  Casoruin,  in  Iiis  ••  I'elcriiiiii^-e  an  |»a\s 
d'Kvaiij^(!liiu',"  thus  rehitcs  tht;  siicccssi(»n  of  events  iii- 
jvsimieh  iis  they  concern  Noel  linissaid  :  events  whiih 
are  .still  (lee|>ly  rooltid  in  the  uieiiiory  of  the  Acaihaiis 
of  th(!  niiiiitimu  proviiict's  : — 

'*  No  inhiihitaiit  of  the  jjlacu  had  more  interest  than 
Noel  Hrassard  in  dtffundiny;  his  Iiomk;.  I  Te  was  tlie  father 
of  tell  ehihlron,  tho  last  of  wlioni  was  hardly  I'i^ht  davs 
old;  he  liad  with  him  his  own  mother,  a  nonaij^cnarian. 
Ilis  father,  one  of  the  first  colonists  of  I'etitcodiac.  had 
iH^iineathed  him,  with  tlii'  paternal  residence,  a  lars^','.  and 
IxMiutiful  tract  of  land  iindei'  full  cultivation,  which  ^ave 
bim  comfort  and  plenty.  So  Noel  Mrnssard  could  not 
resign  himself  to  the  thought  of  ([uitting  ('hii)ody  to  go 
and  waiuler  in  the  woods  with  his  family  at  the  appioacli- 
of  our  terrible  winters,  lb;  kmnv  that  the  weakest  would 
find  there  certain  tleath. 

"In  tht!  ;ussend)ly  of  the  inhabitants  in  which  the  de- 
parture M'as  decided,  Xoel  Hrassard  voted  for  a  strugghs 
to  the  death,  and  it  was  only  after  the  whole  parish  had 
Inien  abandoned  that  he  decided  to  join  tla^  fugitives. 

"  While  his  wife,  who  could  hardly  drag  herself 
along,  was  going  towards  the  edge  of  the  forest,  cai- 
ryiug  lier  last  born  in  her  aims,  he  \vas  loading  a  cait 
with  the  few  eft'eets  he  could  take  away  and  waiting  for 
his  aye*!  mother,  whom  the  auL>uish  of  these  last  davs 
liad  brought  to  tbe  brink  of  the  grave.  Hi;  had  soon 
overtaken  his  family  on  the  t(^p  of  the   hill,  whence 
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could  be  seen  the  half-burnt  village  and  the  entrance  to 
the  river. 

•'  They  .slO[)ped  there  in  silence  ;  the  children  presseii 
around  their  mother  gulping  down  their  sc^bs  :  as  to  Noel 
Biassard,  he  wept  not,  but  he  wtus  pale  as  a  ghost,  and 
his  li])s  trembled  v/lien  he  looked  upon  his  wife  sighing 
and  drying  her  tears.  The  sun  set  Ijehind  them  on  the 
tops  of  the  trees,  a  beautilul  clear  autumn  sun  that 
ghuhh'ued  all  the  landscape.  Its  oi>lique  rays  lit  up  as 
with  lire  the  windows  of  the  liou.ses,  and  threw  their 
lengthened  shadows  down  'he  valley. 

"  Mother  Hrassard.  whose  strength  was  ebbing  fast, 
appeared  alnutst  insensil)le  while  the  cart  wa-s  lUOving  , 
buL  then  she  opened  her  eyes,  and.  iis  if  the  splendor  of 
the  s(  jne  gave  her  new  animation,  she  began  to  look  at 
each  of  the  houses  of  the  village  one  aftei  anothei' ;  she 
thicw  a  long  fai'ewell  look  on  the  ;>)of  where  she  had  so 
long  IIvcmI;  then  her  eyes  remained  hxed  'jn  the  ceme- 
tery, w  hiMe  the  graves  and  white  crosses,  brilliantly 
illuminated,  stood  out  in  relief  on  the  grass. 

''  *  I  shall  go  HO  further,'  she  sighed  to  her  son,  '  I 
feel  myself  dying.  Ynu  shall  bury  me  there  near  your 
father." 

"  The  cart  moved  on  ;  but;  it  had  not  made  half  a 
mile  on  the  rough  and  badly-traced  road  t'lat  plunged 
into  the  forest,  when  Noel  Brassard  perceived  that  his 
mother's  face  was  becoming  whiter  than  wax ;  beads  of 
cold  sweat  appeared  on  her  cheeks. 

•"  His  wife  and  he  did  all  they  could  to  revive  her,  but 
hi  vain.     She  was  dead. 

'^  On  the  evening  of  the  morrow  two  men  were  busy 
digging  a  grave  in  the  cfnH'tery.  Beside  them  was 
waiting  the  missionary,  Mr.  I^e  Guenie,  whom  they  hud 
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luul  time  to  go  and  warn.  Noel  Riassarcl  and  liis 
bioLliL'i-in-law  liastoned  to  iinisli  Iheii'  work,  lor  the 
•noon,  iheu  full,  was  quickly  rising-  on  tlit'  lidrizon  and 
might  have  easily  betrayed  their  [)reseiu'e. 

••  When  ihc  grave  was  finished,  the  inissionary  put 
on  hi.'.  sur[)lice.  with  liis  blaek  stole,  and  recited  in  a 
low  tone  the  [)rayeis  of  lie  luirial  service.  He  then 
helped  the  two  men  to  fdl  up  the  grave. 

"  A  mome!it  afterwards  the  oate  of  tlie  cemeti-ry 
cieaked  on  its  hinges,  and  silence  again  reigned. 

'•  Noel  Bras.sard  was  as  yet  only  at  the  beginning  of 
his  troubles.  In  spits  of  his  sinister  i)resentiments,  hud 
ho  l)een  able  to  fort  <oe  all  the  misfortunes  that  awaited 
him,  he  would  have  shrunk  back  territied.        j 

"In  the  course  of  this  frightful  wintei'  he  lost  hi** 
wife  and  all  his  children  except  two,  a  girl  and  a  boy. 
From  Petitcodiac  io  Mestigouche,  where  he  arrivi'd  in 
the  first  days  of  s[)ring,  one  might  have  ^oUoweil  liis 
steps  by  the  graves  lu;  had  left  behiiul  him. 

"  In  his  <les[);!ir  he  could  not  hear  the  name  of  an 
Englishman  pronoun(;ed  without  being  seized  with  a 
kiu'l  o*"  fvenzy.  He  confided  the  two  remaining  (.'hildren 
Ui  liis  .  ister  Marguerite  d'Entremont,  who  herself  had 
h.s1  all  her  own,  and  he  resumeil  his  old  [)rofession  of 
li  inter  ;  but  this  time  it  was  to  hunt  down  men.  to  hunt 
all  that  bore  the  name  of  English.  At  the  head  of  some 
])artisans,  skilled  marksmen  like  himself,  and  cxas- 
])erated  as  he  was  by  the  excess  of  their  misfortunes,  he 
spared  no  j)ains  to  do  his  enemies  all  the  harm  he  had 
suffered  from  them.  During  the  five  following  years 
he  put  himself  at  the  dis[)osal  of  Ficnch  oflicers,  who 
employed  him  to  rouse  the  Indian  tiibi;s  and  accompany 
them  on  their  bloody  expeditions.      I^ach  time  he  slew 
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ail  enemy  lie  niiule  a  notch  on  the  butt-end  of  his  gun. 
This  gun  has  been  preserved  by  his  descendants  and  it 
bears  no  less  than  twtmty-eight  notches. 

"  In  the  spring  of  1760  Noel  Brassard  was  back  at 
Restigouche.  When  the  niarcjuis  D'Anjac  took  refuge 
there  with  his  four  vessels,  he  claimed  the  ])rivilege  of 
serving  one  of  the  cannons  that  were  landed  on  Battery 
Point  to  defend  the  mouth  of  the  river.  The  gunners 
were  killed  at  their  guns,  and  Noel  Brassaid,  who 
had  fought  like  a  lion,  was  pointing  the  last  cannon 
that  remained  on  its  carriage,  when  ho  was  cut  in  two 
by  a  cannon  ball." 

Lawrence  alluded  to  tiie  exploits  of  lirassard,  (ir^'.u- 
thier  and  Te  P>lanc  *  when  he  wrote:  "These  li.rl 
ruflians,  turned  piiates,  have  had  the  hardiness  to  iil 
out  shallops  to  cruise  on  our  coast,  and  sixteen  or  seven- 
teen vessels,  some  of  them  very  valualjle.  luive  already 
fallen  into  their  hands." 

As  far  as  we  can  judge  from  the  meagre  documents 
Ave  possess,  it  does  not  appear  that  the  Ai-adian  popula- 
tion, who  took  refuge  on  the  coiists  r)f  New  Brunswick 
and  Prince  Edward  Island,  were  engaged  in  active 
guerilla  warfare  against  the  English  troops.  Circum- 
stances imposed  on  the  men  the  duty  of  remaining  with 
their  families  so  as  to  provide  for  tlie  daily  needs  of 
an  existence  continually  threatened  with  hunger,  cold^ 
l»rivations,  sickness,  and  the  danger  of  being  sui'prised. 
They  kept  themselves,  for  the  most  j)art,  on  the  sliore 
of  the  sea,  because  it  offered  in  sunnner  a  sure-  means 
of  procuring  nourishment,  but  at  the  least  danger  they 
made  for  the  woods. 

♦This  Joan  Lc  Bliiuc  was  a  sou  of  Jean  liO  Blaut-  aud  Marj^uorite  Rieh- 
ard.  sister  of  oiu-  uf  my  ain'cstoi-s,  llono  Iticbard,  wliodiedat  St.  Grepoire, 
ill  tin,'  district  oS  Thrco  Riwrs,  in  1770. 
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TliLMc!  siill  I'eniaiiu^d  on  the  coasts  of  the  i^iilf.  on  Si. 
John  Hivci.  and  in  Prince  Edward  Island,  ahout  Id.OOO 
Acadians.  wIk,  u-ere  al)le  to  maintain  themselves  in  their 
retreats  till  1758  ..nd  ITfJO.  Bnt  even  they,  as  we  simll 
see  further  on.  were  foi-  the  most  part  ol.lined  at  last  to 
endure  the  fate  of  those  who  were  cast  on  the  coasts  of 
New  England.  ■  , 
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(MlArTEK   XXXIX. 

Cjiptnic  of  [.ouislmi};— New  (IciKtrtationss — Four  thousand  Ac.u- 
(liiuis  of  Prince  Kdwjird  Island  arc  dcjxirted  to  F<]njjjlaiid  and 
Fraiici" — Oncf  or  two  vessels  founder — Tluee  hundred  Aeadians 
|M'rish  in  o.ie  shipwreek. 

VViTiioi.'T  Wiiislow's  niiiMusc  ripl  wt-  slioiild  know- 
next  (()  nothing  of  tlic  circunistances  that  ;u'{()ni[)aiii(;(l 
the  \vli()h?saUi  dcn'ntation  eifectuatod  at  (Jrand  Trd, 
Aiina|K)lis,  I'igiguil  and  Bcausejour  in  the  aiitunin  <>[' 
ITA;').  Of  hite  years  Brown's  niaiius'Tipt  has  thiowu 
a  new  liglit  on  the  qniistioii,  hiit  there  stil!  remain, 
b(!sides  this  lirst  (h'portalion.  inipoitant  fads  tliat  have 
}>ot  even  been  loneliiid  by  any  liistoiiaii.  The  o'eneral 
impression  is  tliat  tlie  acts  of  the  (h![)ortation  and  t lie 
lionr  exereised    against    the  Aeachans  were  limited   to 


the  (jvents  of  M')!").  This  is  a  giave  eiior.  As  wc^sliall 
see.  the  (h;po''tations  of  lliis  yeai-  wei'e  only  th(^  Ixsgin- 
ning  of  a  systtimatic  ami  pitiless  })ei'seentioii  which  con- 
tinne<l  long  aftei'  the  peaee  of  M(u\. 

'I'here  still  icmained,  as  I  stat(Ml  at  the  end  of  ilie  pre- 
ceding cha])ter,  1  ().()<)()  Acadians.  who  took  refnge  on  St. 
John  lliv(!r,  on  the  shores  of  tht^  (Jidf,  and  in  I'rince- 
Edward  Island.  What  was  tlu'ir  fate?  Ahont  l.oOO, 
or  perhaps  'J. 000,  l)(;took  themselves  to  QneluM'.  by  w'a\' 
<»f  the  St.  Lawrence,  between  17."><)  and  17")!^:  some 
luuidic(|s  ascended  the  St.  .b»liM  Ki\cr  inl7-V,tand  17(>0. 
and  settled  in  the  district  of  'I'hrcc  IJivcrs.  Tho  (■  who 
ailojited   this  course,   liowever   painful    may  havt'   been 
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tlir  voyiiL;'!;  iiml  iluMi' scLtlciiifiit  ill  ii  country  wliicli  ^ul- 
Icicd  lioiii  wiuit  ;iinl  trom  tlie  (!XiU'tioiis  of  IdtctHlniit 
liis^ol.  \vcr«!,  iM'Vcrtliclt'ss.  tlm  most  foitunatc  of"  all  th« 
Aciuliaii  ])0|)Mlatioii.  Soon  aftur  tlicii'  arrival  they  were 
ahlc   to   Ht'ttle   on    lands  of   tlieii'  own,  and,   liy  dint  of 


W( 


)i'k  and  p<M'sev(!ran('(;,  to  ereate  new  lionicHleads  in  tl 
f(!rtil(!   domains   of    liocanconi',  St.   Jac<|n(s  IWclii^ai 


l/A('adi((,  et( 


Til 


icir  number  was,  liow(!vei',  dicai 


Ifull' 


reduced   by  sickness,  since  at  Quebec  alone  ."iOO  died  of 


sni 


,ill- 


)ox  on  t  lieir  ai  riv 


al. 


I»ark 


man.  with   bis  usual  goo* 


d  faitb,    lias    soiiulit    (o 


show  thai  the  lot  of  those  who  took  refnuf  in  (  iiiuida 
was  by  far  the  most  wictelied.  lie  says  that  Intt-ndaiit 
liigot.  to  favor  a  friend,  confided  to  him  the  c;iic  <»f 
nouiisliinir  a  certain  numbtir  of  these  refugees  at  soinmli 
a  liead,  and  that  the  latter  so  stinted  tlifiii  of  neces- 
sary nouiisbuK'nt  that  several  j»erished  of  hunger  and 
wretciie(hiess.  and  thereupon  he  veils  his  IV.cc,  i'X(daiiii- 
ing:  What  a  coinitryl  VV^hat  morals  I  'Hh;  [»aiticii- 
lar  fact  he  relates  is,  1  flunk,  exa(^t;  but  what  is  not  so 
is  to  insinuate  tliat  the  majority  of  the  rcfiigtM-s  wmc 
welcomed  in  tlu;  same  hearth;ss  fashion.  I  know  be- 
yond a  doubt  that  tin;  religious  autliorities  and  the  entire 
jtojndatioii  came  to  their  assistance  w  th  most  praise- 
worthy eagerness.  Ilut  I'arkman  is  right  in  what  eon 
ceiiis  Ibgot  and  his  accomplices.  For  its  misloit  him^ 
France  was  traversing  one  of  those  jteriods  vliii-li.  w  liile 
withering  llu;  {iati'iotism  and  the  civic  virliu.-s  ol'  the 
dii'ccting  classes,  was  hiiriying  it  inio  humiliations  that 
would  drag  it  down  from  its  high  station  an<l  warp  its 
destiii}'.  lint  the  saturnalia  that  ran  riot  around  llit; 
throne,  and  liad  iienetrated  into  the  idininistration  and 
into  tlie  army,  liad   not   yet  s[ioiled   t!ie  body   of   the 
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nation:  and,  as  a  loiisoliny  proof  of  tliis,  tlicrf  slill 
remained  a  deep  seiitiniunt  of  honor  .siiflicui'iith'  pio- 
Mounccd  to  briiiijf  Hio-ot  and  liis  acconinlict's  to  trial 
hcfoit'  I  lit'  wliolc  I-'ivncli  [M'ople,  and  lo  inflict  upon  tlicni 
an  ignominious  condtMunalion. 

W'liilf  stii;'mati/.inn'  I>igot"s  conduct,  as  I  myself  un- 
liesitatinyly  do,  I'arknian  is  inexcusable  in  tli.'it  lie 
argues  from  ilu*  j)articulai'  to  the  general  and  blames 
tlie  cniire  Canadian  ])eo[)le.  T  have  been  careful  not  to 
imitate  him,  no!  to  attribute  to  the  whole  Englisli 
nation  the  ciimes  of  Lawrence!  and  his  crew.  Paikman 
wouhl  have  done  better  to  have  kept  a  little  of  his 
iudin'iialioii  for  the  horrible  diicds  that  were  done  at 
llaliiax  against  a  whole  people,  for  Lawrence,  who  had 
acted  thus  only  to  enrich  himself  at  the  expense  of  the 
live  stock  of  the  Acadians,  for  his  counsellors,  who  were 
to  a]»propriate  their  lands.  Ff  there  is  a  stigma  to  be 
aflixed  to  men  of  Bigot's  stamp,  there  is  another  to  be 
attixed  to  those  writc.'s  who  falsify  histoi-y.  ^bi}  the 
reader  forgive  the  severe  terms  my  indignaXiou  suggests. 
I  have  made  ample  allowances  for  the  weaknesses  of  all 
the  personages  who  have  ligui'ed  in  the  c(nii>.e  of  this 
woik.  lint  to  ajipreciaie  rightly  the  nioti\t's  that  actu- 
ate me  in  this  case,  nne  uiust  have  been,  like  m3'self,  in 
a  j)osition  to  dctecl  ihc  methods  of  him  whom  I  idiarac- 
Icri/.e  so  severely. 

There  still  icmained  in  IToS  about  8.000  A(.'adians  in 
the  maritime  {)rovinces,  nearly  ").r)00  of  whom  were  in 
Prince  Kdward  Island.  The  first  im[)oi'la.nt  settlements 
in  this  island  bcLi'an  onlv  in  174it.  when  IJeauseioui'  was 
founded.  Le  Loutre,  as  we  have  seen,  had  set  fire  to 
the  dwellings  of  tlu,'  iidiabitants  of  Beanbassin.  so  as  to 
foice  them  to  take  rtifuu'c  with  the  French  and  leave  a 
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Avilderuess  arouiul  tlu'  foil  wliich  the  Eiiglisli  purposed 
const luctiiig  on  llie  soiilli  side;  oi'  the  little  river,  Missu- 
gouetclie.  '['lie  hid  I'  of  liiis  po[)ulous  district  was  thus 
depo[)uliitod  ii^'uinst  the  will  of  the  iidiabitants.  The 
greater  nund)erof  tlmso  passed  immediately  into  Piinee 
Kdward  Island,  where  they  began  anew  as  best  lliey 
tould  the  (puet  existence  that  had  just  been  so  suddenly 
interrupted.  Furtliei'inore,  after  the  events  of  IToo, 
their  nund)cr  increased  considerably  by  the  addition  of 
those  who  escaped  tlu;  de[)ortation. 

Until  17")8  they  were  able  to  lead  their  former  trancpiil 
life  without  moh;station,  for  they  were  protected  by 
France,  which  still  held  i)Oss(!ssion  of  Isle  Koyale  (('ape 
Uretun),  and  kept  a  garrison  at  Fort  Lajoie  in  I'rinct; 
Edward  Island.  The  capture  of  Louislmig  and  tlu;  sur- 
reiuler  of  these  two  islands  was  going  to  furnish  Law- 
rence with  the  opportuiuty  he  was  waiting  for. 

Hardly  had  Louisburg  been  evacuated  when  lioscawen 
(^Heart  of  Oak)  ap[)eared  with  a  fleet  of  transports  to 
carry  off  all  the  2"»p^'^'*^tion.  Prayers,  sup[)lications. 
nothing  could  touch  the  heart  of  this  valiant  patriot. 
Had  these  nieu  conmiitted  any  act  of  hostility,  which 
would  anyhow  have  been  justitiable,  since  they  had  once 
more  become  French  subjects  and  had  dwelt  nine  years 
in  French  territory?  No.  Had  they  presented  them- 
selves before  him  armed  for  the  purpose  of  resisting 
him  ?  No.  But  what  of  that  ?  To  Boscawen.  no 
less  than  to  Lawrence,  these  were  questions  of  no  im- 
portance. From  the  outset  it  had  been  decided  that 
not  a  single  Acadian  should  remain  in  the  country,  not 
one  of  their  dwellings,  not  a  single  vestige  of  what  might 
recall  the  places  they  had  so  cherished,  not  a  name  to 
remind  future  generations  that  this  countiy  had  been 
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(■()l()iii/,r»l  ami  inliiiluled  lor  luoii!  than  a  ciMiturv  l>y 
aiiotluM-  iK'oj)l('.  Doi's  not  tlitj  criiniiuil  olTiice,  il"  ho 
I  ail.  all  rcmiiKUMs  of  his  I'lime? 

Moscawcirs  ollicial  report  i)iits  iho  poixilation  of  tho 
island  at  4, KM);  but,  without ontoriiiii^  into  oxi)laiialions 
thai  suiipoit  my  estiniati',  I  havi-  reason  to  believe  that 
his  was  imich  t«»o  low,  and  this  can  he  (>xi)laiiied  hy  the 
departures  at  the  news  of  tht>  fall  of  Louishurs^  and  he- 
fore  his  arrival  in  tlu;  island.  'I'his  si^ttlenient  was  of 
lereiit  date:  and  y*'t.  says  l?os(Niwen,  "almost  all  tho 
beef  and  wheat  su[)i)lietl  to  (Quebec!  sini^e  the  war  has 
been  drawn  from  this  jdaee.  They  have;  above  10,0()() 
lu)rneil  eattle,  and  many  of  the  inhabitants  told  me  they 
each  harvested  1,'JOO  bushels  of  wheat  a  year." 

IJoseawen  does  not  take  into  aeeount  the  horses, 
shee[>.  jnys,  eti'.  This  mnnber  of  10,000  IummumI  eattlo 
tends  to  eonlirm  my  reekoninu;'  of  the  eattle  that  Law- 
renee  hail  at  his  disposal  in  the  ])eninsula;  for  it  nuist 
be  borne  in  mind  that  over  half  of  this  population  was 
i'(nn])osed  of  those  who  eseaped  the  deportation  of  1T");> 
by  running  away  to  elude  the  soldiers  who  were  pur- 
suing them.  They  had  to  pass  near  Fort  Monekton  ou 
Hay  Verte,  so  that  they  nuist  have  brought  away  with 
them  only  a  few  elTeets  and  the  most  indispensablo 
utensils.  Resides,  as  Roseawen  says,  Prinee  Edward 
Islaiul  during  the  two  preeeding  years  was  tlie  plaee 
that  supplied  with  beef  and  wheat  Canada,  whieh  was 
suffering  from  dearth.  Lawrenee,  wlio  had  had  at  his 
disposal  40,000  head  of  cattle,  apart  from  the  liorses, 
ete..  speaks  only  vaguely  thereof  to  the  Lords  of  Trade 
and  ais  of  an  insignilieant  quantity  wliieh  he  would  dis- 
tribute to  the  colonists  who  could  winter  the  cattle. 
The  difference  between  the  two  men  must  have  been 
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tliiit  tli(!  <»ii(!  lulcd  ill  ^ood  I'iiitli,  wi'lioiit  iiiiercstiMl  mo- 
tives, iiiid  iliiil  tlui  odiLT  (Icpri'cialiMl  ili(!  iiiiportaiict' of 
tlic  (little,  ill  Older  tlu!  luiltei'  to  throw  tli(^  govenimoiit 
olC  the  seiiiil.  Neither  had  any  l»ity,  lull  IJoseawt'ii  may 
liave  had  some,  coiisciouec  and  eerlaiii  juiiieipies  of 
lioiior. 

'rhi(!(!  or  four  thousand  of  these;  unfortunate  Aeadians 
wore  thrown  |iell-mell  into  tlie  holds  of  ships  liastily  col- 
lected, without  any  rcjirard  to  tluiir  destination  or  their 
condition,  and  wert;  consi<rned  to  l'^nt;land. 

Wiiat  was  tiuiir  fate?  We  know  not,  or  rather  we 
can  merely  form  more  or  less  satisfactory  conjectures. 
Their  di'stination  was  j)robal)ly  I'^n^land  and  not  Franco, 
sinc((  the  war  betwcHMi  the  two  nations  was  at  the  heiL,dit 
of  its  intensity.  Ilow(!voi',  from  statistics  collected  in 
IOnt>land  after  tin;  pea(!e  by  AI.  do  la  Roclietto,  wo  have 
reason  to  think  that  many  of  them  woio  transported 
directly  to  France.  We  know  that  M.  do  Villejoint, 
who  commanded  at  Fort  Lajoie  hefort!  tlie  surr(!nder  of 
the  island,  was  able  to  tako  away  with  him  7<>0,  whom 
lie  put  ashore  at  La  lioc-hello  in  Fraiici!.  On  the  other 
hand  we  know  that,  on  Dec.  20th,  17."))S,  one  of  tlieso 
vessels,  containinij  17*>  jiorsons,  was  driven  by  a  storm 
into  the  port  of  Houlogne-sur-Mer.  Moreover,  it  is 
almost  certain  that  two  other  ships  foundered  at  sea 
during  the  passage.  ( )ne  of  these  shipwrecks  is  re- 
lated as  follows  by  a  certain  Captain  Pile,  commander 
of  the  ship  "  Achilles "  towards  the  end  of  the  last 
century : 

"  Captain  Nichols,"  says  he,  "  commander  of  a  trans- 
port coming  from  Yarmouth,  was  employed  by  the  (Jov- 
ernor  of  Nova  Scotia  to  remove  fi'om  Prince  Edward 
island  three  hundred  Aeadians  with  their  families.     Be- 
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fore  setting  sail  he  ivpn.'stiiited  to  tiie  government  agent 
that  if  /f(i>*  imjtoHxI/'lc  that  h!x  xlilp  In  itn  actual  coiiilifioii 
could  arrive  Avilhout  danger  in  England,  es[)e(!ially  at 
sueli  an  advanced  period  of  tlie  season.  In  Kplft-  of  his 
repreHentiitionx,,  he  was  obliged  to  receive  them  on  Ijoard 
and  undertake  tlic  voyage.  I  laving  ariived  at  a  liundred 
leagues  from  the  coast  of  England,  the  ship  leaked  so 
much  that  in  si)ite  of  all  the  efforts  of  the  erew  it  ijc- 
came  impossible  to  })reveut  it  from  foundering.  A  few 
minutes  before  it  saidv,  the  captain  sent  for  the  mis- 
sionary Avho  was  on  board,  and  told  him  that  tlie  oidy 
means  of  savinf'  the  life  of  a  small  nund)er  was  to  have 
the  passengers  consent  to  let  the  captain  and  sailors 
seize  on  the  boats.  The  missionary  delivered  an  ex- 
hortation to  the  Acadians,  gave  them  absolution  and  in- 
duced them  to  submit  to  their  unha[)p3-  lot.  A  single 
Frenchman  emljarked  in  one  of  the  boats;  but  his  wife 
having  reproached  him  for  thus  abandoning  her  with 
her  children,  he  returned  on  board.  A  few  moments 
later  the  shi[)  went  down  with  all  its  passengers.  The 
boats,  after  having  braved  a  thousand  dangers,  arrived 
in  one  of  the  ports  of  tlie  west  of  England.'' 

This  story  outvies  in  dramatic  sadness  and  in  heroism 
all  that  the  poets  and  tragedians  have  invented.  When 
we  reilect  on  the  natural  clinging  to  life  in  spite  of  all 
adversities  and  alllictions  ;  when  we  think  of  the  inde- 
scribable bewilderment  that  upsets  the  mind  at  the 
sight  of  a  certain  and  immediate  death,  we  remain  as- 
tounded at  an  act  of  heroism  surpassing  our  concep- 
tions. These  poor  people  must  have  passed  through  the 
refining  crucible  of  ineffable  sufferings  ere  they  could 
reach  such  heights  of  Christian  charity  as  would  enable 
them  to  face  death  with  so  much  equanimity,  to  listen 
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to,  \V('iL,'h   iiiid   iU'c'('iit  ;i  pr(>[t(),siil   thai  cuL  ol'l"  llieir   hist 
human  h(»[)e. 

How  touchiiit;'  and  .suhliuK;  to  sec  this  priest,  willl 
his  cyi's  tmiicd  hciiveuwiinl,  oxliortinrr  tht;  iinfoitiiniito 
pef>i)h!  t(t  aci'ept  duatli  in  order  to  give  lite  to  tiu-ii'  i)t'i- 
.secutorsl  I  (iiniiot  dispel  from  my  mind  the  thought 
that  there  were  })erhaps  amongst  tliem  eherishe<l  relatives 
of  my  aneestors,  whose  fate  caused  hiUur  mourning  for 
long  years.  Oh  I/iwrenee  I  Lawrenee  I  Ifow  many 
teais  you  liave  caused  to  Howl  What  unspcakahU; 
anguisli  you  art!  the  author  of  I  What  mattered  to  him 
the  representations  of  Nichols  about  the  unseaworthi- 
ness of  liis  .ship?  It  would  be  lost,  and  there  would  be 
au  end  of  it.  The  master  would  be  ojdy  the  better 
served. 
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CHAPTER  XL. 

Fato  of  a  party  of  200  Acadians  coining  from  Quebec — The  Acadi« 
ans  on  the  Gulf  coast  send  delegates  to  Colonel  Frye — Their  sub- 
mission and  fate — The  Compiler — New  persecutions — Motivea 
of  the  local  autliorities — Belclier's  administration — 1761-1763) — 
General  Amherst  four  times  refuses  to  allow  liim  to  dejiort  the 
Acadians — He  applies  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  and  is  refused — He 
dejxjrts  the  Acadians  to  Boston  without  ordei-s — They  are  re- 
fused a  landing  there  and  iuv  taken  back  to  Halifax — Severe 
blame  from  the  Home  authoritit's — Belcher  is  replaced  by 
Colonel  Montague  Wilniot — The  Compiler. 

I.MMEDIATKLV  after  the  capture  of  Quebec,  two  hun- 
dred Acadians  who  had  soujjlit  refuge  there  applied  to 
tlie  authorities  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance and  obtaining  pennission  to  return  to  Acadia  and 
settle  on  their  former  property.  The  oath  being  taken, 
Judge  Craniahd  gave  them  a  certificate,  signed  with  his 
own  hand,  by  which  he  certified  that  these  people  had 
taken  tlic  oath  and  that  conseciuently  Brigadier-General 
Monckton  had  permitted  them  to  return  to  their  lands  or 
to  settle  on  St.  John  River.  Provided  with  this  certifi- 
cate, they  set  out  accompanied  by  their  families.  The 
undertaking  was  extremely  painful;  they  had  before 
them  a  journey  of  700  miles,  .500  of  which  were  across 
a  forest  without  habitations,  without  roads,  at  the  aj*- 
proach  of  winter,  with  children  of  every  age.  As  may 
be  imagined,  their  sufferings  and  their  privations  were 
necessarily  terrible ;  but,  after  all,  they  were  alleviated 
by  the  hope  that  they  might  at  length  live  in  peace  in 
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their  dear  Acadia.  Having  set  out  from  Quebec  at  the 
beginning  of  October,  they  leached  Fort  Frederick  on 
St.  John  River  towards  the  vm\  of  November.  On 
their  arrival  they  presented  iheir  certificate  to  roh)nel 
Arbutlniot,  who  commanded  this  post.  lie  referred 
the  matter  to  Lawrence,  who  decbired  that  tliis  per- 
mission had  been  obtained  under  false  pretences, 
on  tlie  supposition  that  these  })eople  Ixjlonged  to 
some  other  river  St.  John  in  Canada.  Consequently  it 
was  decided,  November  30th.  1T.")S>,  tliat  they  should 
be  brought  to  Halifax  and  retained  as  prisoners  while 
awaiting  a  favorable  opportunity  to  send  them  to 
England. 

This  was  a  fresli  outrage  added  to  all  the  rest,  and  it 
was  still  more  disgraceful  in  tliat  the  pretext  invented 
by  L;nvrence  was  contradicted  by  the  circumstances.  In 
fact,  Moiickton  could  not  have  made  the  mistake  attril>- 
uted  to  him,  because  there  was  no  other  such  place  in 
Canada,  and  especially  because  Monckton  was  as  well 
ac(iuainted  with  Acadia  and  the  Acadians  as  Lawrence 
himself.  For  it  was  the  same  iMon(;kton  who,  four 
years  previously,  had  directed  the  dejiortation  of  the 
Acadians  from  the  innermost  parts  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy ; 
it  was  also,  I  believe,  the  same  Moncktou  who  had 
established  Fort  Frederick  on  that  same  River  St.  John. 
Besides  Monckton  could  not  but  have  known  that  those 
who  asked  him  to  be  reinstated  in  the  possession  of 
their  lands  were  and  could  only  be  Acadians,  because 
nobody  in  Canada  had  been  dispossessed  of  his  lands 
after  the  taking  of  Quebec.  It  is  probable  that  several 
of  these  unfortunate  peo[)le  had  left  their  families  at 
Quebec  until  the  formation  of  their  projected  new 
settlements.     The  least  Lawrence  should  have  done,  if 
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tliero  remained  in  liini  any  vestige  of  lionoi,  \\.i>  tu 
permit  tluMn  to  return  to  (Quebec. 

I  Iiave  elsewhere  rrlatcd  that  a  bainl  of  AcaiUans, 
amontj  wlioni  were  my  ancestor,  Michel  Kieliard,  then 
lo  years  ohl,  his  sister  I'Y'lieite.  agcil  11  years,  his  grantl- 
father  \Wn6  Kichard,  ai^ed  7'.',  and  A[adeh'ine  IV'lK'rin, 
aged  /),  who  afterwards  Itecanu*  Mirhid's  wife,  hail  as- 
ceiuh'd  the  St.  .lohn  IJivcr  during  this  same  sunnnt-r 
of  1T')0,  reaching  Cacouna  on  the  St.  Lawrence  iiivor 
alx)ut  the  middle  of  Octoln'r.  According  to  all  proha- 
bility  this  party  of  Acadians  coming  to  Canada  and 
those  who  Mere  returning  to  Acadia  met  somewhere  in 
tlie  nei<;hlM)rho(>d  of  Cacouna.  This  nicetin*;  must 
necessarily  have  suggesttul  an  exchange  of  sad  thoughts, 
and  it  is  easy  to  imagine  what  formed  tlu;  subject  of 
their  intercourse  after  four  lom*'  years  of  distress.  I  low- 
ever  there  was  still  some  hoi»e;  one  grou[»  thought 
themselves  on  the  j)oint  of  entering  again  into  possession 
of  their  lands;  they  had  reason  to  hope  that,  after  hard 
and  j)ei-severing  work,  they  would  bo  able  eventually  to 
recover  their  former  cond'ort  and  ease ;  for  the  other 
party,  this  liope  was  more  distant,  though  they  also 
thought  they  would  Ix;  able  a  little  later  to  enj(\v  the 
same  .advantages.  All  tlu'ir  relatives  and  friends  dis- 
pei-sed  here  and  there  would  retuin  ;  the  old  fatherland 
would  Ih}  restored,  and,  since  France  had  lost  its  colonies 
in  America,  they  would  no  longer  be  troubled  by  the 
vicissitudes  of  war.  All  this  was  yet  far  off  and  un- 
certain ;  but  at  lestst  hoi)e  was  the  undercurrent  of  their 
thoughts.  All  were  about  to  l)o  undeceived,  and  espe- 
cially those  who  mistakenly  thought  they  had  most 
Veason  to  hope. 

The  peace  of  Quebec  had  led  to  the  subraissitm  to 
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Knj4liin(l  ol"  the  Ariidiiiiis  in  ('iiiiadii,  uiul,  as  soon  as  the 
news  was  known,  tlR-ir  t'Xanii»U;  was  followed  liy  tliose 
on  tlio  (fulF  of  St.  Lawrence.  As  early  as  Nov.  Jlilli, 
Alexandie  IJrassard,  Simon  Martin,  Jean  liastaraelie 
and  Josejih  Brassard  presented  themselves  at  l''ort 
Cumberland  (IJeausejimr)  before  Colonel  Frye  to  sii^nify 
their  submission.  They  said  that  they  were  deleyuted 
for  this  purpose  by  liM)  persons  then  refugees  al<»ni;  the 
rivers  Petiteodiac  and  Mi-nnameook  :  tiiat  they  were 
without  means  of  subsistence,  and  they  beggeil  the 
authorities  to  assist  them  dnrintj  the  winter.  It  was 
tiSfreed,  between  Colonel  Frvc;  and  tliesi;  dcletratfs.  that 
a  third  of  them  would  eome  to  tin;  fort,  where  they 
would  be  fed  dnrin<^  tin;  winter,  and.  until  their  arrival, 
Alexan(U'c  liriussard  was  retained  as  liostaLje.  "After 
the  siege  and  fall  of  (Quebec,"  says  Mnidoch.  "  the 
Missionaries  Manadi  and  Maillai'd  were  disposed  to 
induee  their  followers,  both  Aeadians  and  Indians,  to 
submit  themselves  to  the  English  ns  a  con([Uering  nation. 
The  French  olTlicer  IJoishebert,  who  had  been  left  on  the 
frontier  to  guard  and  promote  French  interests,  was 
very  angry  with  tliese  priests,  because  they  advised 
their  people  to  submission." 

Two  days  hitei',  Pierre  Surette,  Jean  and  Michel 
IJourg  i)resented  themselves  in  turn  to  the  commander 
of  the  fort,  as  delegates  for  about  TOO  persons  of  Mira- 
michi,  liichibouetou  and  Houctouche.  It  was  similarly 
agreed  that  a  third  of  these  people  should  betake  tiiem- 
selves  to  the  fort  where  they  would  receive  rations  till 
spring.  "  By  all  which  it  i)retty  evidently  appears," 
wrote  Colonel  Frye  to  Lawrence,  "  th'  early  in  the 
spring,  there  will  be  at  this  i)lace  and  Bay  Verte,  about 
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J»0<)  souls,  t«)  1j«  disposeil  ol"  as  Your  Kxit'lltMicy  sliull 
nee  fit." 

Colonel  Frye's  ooiiduct  wiis  jii>|)rov<Ml  ])y  tin*  couiitil ; 
**IIis  l''.X(>clloii(;y  Hc()Uiiint(Ml  the  Council  that  lit*  was 
iiifoiin('(l,  from  F(U't  CunihcilaiKl,  that  tli*>  nunilHT  of 
Afadians  that  niiu^ht  ho  collcctiMl  thcix'  would  amount 
to  near  1,'20<);  and  that,  as  Ih^  apinrhcndcd  that  tht'S(> 
jM'opK'  arc  on  tin;  sanu;  fo(»tin^  with  those  who  have 
lately  come  to  rivi-rSt.  .lohn  frouj  (^uehec,  hi;  desired  the 
advice  of  tin;  Council  n'hdlwr  it  irauhl  not  fir  jn'oprr  to 
isfttd  ainitf  till'  ii'holi'. 

'*  The  Council  were  of  opinion  that  such  a  inc;usure 
would  1k!  extremely  proper." 

'J'iie  lifih  of  the  foUowini^  .\>ii,'ust.  Colonel  Fryc;  in- 
foiinctl  the  •.'"vernor  that  he  had  at  his  disposal  400 
Acadians,  and  that  het'Xpeetcil  700  others  in  a  few  days. 

"  Tilt'  (^oiincil  haviuir  takt'U  tlie  same  into  cr»nsider- 
ation.  did  advice  that  His  Kxcell(;ncy  woidd  he  please<l 
to  take  \\\)  vessels  to  transport  such  of  those  inhabit- 
ants to  Halifax  as  werci  not  able  to  travel  by  land,  in 
order  to  their  being  disposed  of  as  hereafter  may  be 
thought  j)roper." 

All  these  [)eople,or  at  least  a  great  part  of  them,  were 
in  fact  transported  to  Halifax  while  awaiting  the  o[)por- 
tunity  for  their  de])ortation. 

Here  begins,  against  the  Acadians,  within  the  limits 
of  Nova  Scotia,  a  new  scries  of  iniciuitous  measures  on 
whicli  it  is  not  easy  to  pass  a  correct  judgment.  This 
part  of  tlie  history  is  almost  as  olwcure  as  that  which 
concerns  the  fii-st  deportation,  (^nly  one  writer  seems 
to  have  undei-stood  it,  and  even  he  very  imperfectly. 
The  volume  of  the  Archives  furnishes  but  meagre  data. 
It  contains,  no  doubt,  numerous  documents,  but  those 
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wi'  should  expect  to  I'mhI  tlieieiii,  tli(»se  which  ii|t[n!iii' 
t(i  us  th(;  uinst  iMi|iurt;int  iin^  not  there.  I  do  not 
(h'sin;  to  oveiloiid  uiy  \vnik  hy  j»oiulint(  out  at  every 
turn  the  nuuHMrius  omissions  I  meet  witli  ;  hutsomcsire 
.sf»  gross  thiit  I  «-ouhl  not  help  iudieiiting  them.  Let  the 
reader  jud_i,'e.  He  will  rciidily  iulmit  that  the  most  im- 
portant di)('iMnents,  those  which  hav«^  a  vital  hearing  on 
the  liistMiy  til"  Nova  Scotia,  are  tin;  letters  of  tht;  gov- 
ernors cither  to  tin*  liOi'ds  of  Trade  oi-  to  other  pcrsonatfcs. 
Now,  we  find  from  17o«)  to  17<'>1,  /////•///-/<<(/ /•  Iclteis  to  v* 
Lawrence  without  a  singh;  one;  of  liis  re]tlics,  namely: 
fifteen  fiom  (leneial  Andierst,  livi;  from  (Joveinor  I'ow- 
nall.  four  from  (leneral  Whitmore,  three  from  Shirley, 
three  from  (iovernor  I'hips,  and  four  from  llutchinson, 
(lihson  and  iJuthcrford.  Wv  lind,  nioreoNcr,  in  the 
V(»luiiie  of  Archives  during  the  same  period,  letieis 
from  generals  or  olViei-rs  of  lesser  lank  serving  in  other 
jiaits  of  America  to  other  generals  oi-  olVict-rs  likewise 
(»n  duty  outside  Nova  Scotia.  Thesi!  documents,  dis- 
coursing on  events  of  the  war  in  c»ther  parts  of  Anieric:', 
may  he  important  for  history  in  general  :  hut,  surely,  in 
a  volume,  t'le  aim  of  which  was  to  collect  the  documents 
which  I'efened  to  the  special  history  of  the  [»rovince, 
the  lctt<'rs  of  one  of  its  govei'Uors  should  have  hecn 
deemed  far  mole  important  than  thostj  of  ollicers  writ- 
ing to  one  amithei"  outside  the  I'rovince.  Such,  very 
pidperlv,  was  tin;  intention  of  the  L»!gislature  of 
Nova  Scotia,  as  may  he  gathered  from  tlie  resolution 
of  this  asseud)ly  coneeruing  the  publication  of  this 
volunu!. 

••  'IIm'  Houm;  of  .\.sscnil>ly  of  N.  S.,  on  tlu>  motion  of  Hon. 
.los»]ili  Ilowr,  !i(loj»t«»<l  tin-  followinj^  rt'solntioM  ;  Tliat  His  Excel- 
lency tin;  (iovernor  lie  rt'spectfully  re(ii""-:t>U  1'  cause  the  ancient 
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ri'conis  iiiid   (loniiiKMitu  illiixtriillrf  uf  Ihr  lilxinri/  anil  /iroitt'i  -ix  i>t 
ttiiiirti/  III  t/ii.s  i>niriiiri\  t<)  \u'  i'\iiiiiiiii'<|,  jHfMci v»'(l  iiiid  arraiiKcil," 

•  •tl'.,  <'lc. 

If  tli(M«!  wi'io  (HU'siion  only  of  a  fow  luUcrs  not  |tiil>- 
lislicd,  I  Mould  ]):iss  over  tlit!  uniissioii  in  sil(>ii(;«>,  iis  I 
have  very  (tficn  doiK*  rlsowln'rc  ;  l>u(,  wlicn  tlicrc  is  u 
total  (if  tliiily-f(»ur  IflU'is,  iiiid  imt  ii  siiii^^lc  i('|ily  finin 
him  who  was  (iovtM'iioi'  of  (lu;  province,  tlut  omission 
iil)|)e!iis  so  striin_Lj(^  as  (o  Ik;  positively  asloundinL;'.  It 
eiiniiot  ho  thai  hiiwronco  never  answered  the  letters 
that  wefe  addressed  to  him,  since  (Jeneial  Andierst, 
writint;  from  Alhanv  on  Mav  -IMh,  IT.V.t,  acknowledifcd 
tht!  receipt  of  iUiVi'.  letters,  dated  i\piil  l-'ttli,  "J.'M  and 
27tli.  On  the  Ath  of  Kehruary,  17GU,  tlie  same  Andierst 
ackiiowled<;ed  the  receii)t  of  four,  namely,  one  of  An^. 
22(1,  another  of  Sept.  17th,  and  two  others  of  the 
month  of  Deecmhei'.  Nave  they  also  disappeared  from 
the  Archivt's  likc^  all  tlu^  othcM- docMiments  that  J'clated  to 
the  tirst  deportation,  and  of  which  llalihurton  s|)eaks? 
If  so,  is  it  not  astonishing  that  the  Compiler  of  these 
Archives  lias  not,  in  some  sluut  note  at  the  foot  of  tht; 
paufe.  such  as  he  ver}-  often  inserts  when  it  suits  him, 
mentioned  this  strange  fact,  even  without  eotnment  if 
eomment  displeases  him,  in  order  to  inform  the  reader 
of  this  disappearance  or  of  the  reasons  he  might  have 
for  suppressing  them?  Lawreneo  had  every  advantage 
for  saying  only  just  what  he  wished,  he  was  stating  and 
}»leading  his  own  casi; ;  but  the  pid)lic  would  thereby 
have  been,  to  a  certain  extent,  in  jiossession  of  the  facts 
ami  able  to  jndge  of  them  in  spite  of  the  Jirtful  diplo- 
macy of  his  Lmguagp  ;  it  was  little,  but  this  little  might 
still  l)e  dangerous.  Such  is  the  only  explanation  I  can 
suggest.     The  too  complaisant  Compiler  did  not  dare  ta 
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put  till-  pnhlic  in  ii  itositiun  in  fxuiiiiiu;  into  tlit;  rciisdns 
of  tliiit  (lisiippraiiinci'  or  of  his  own  silence. 

However,  in  spile  of  iill  lliese  omissions,  I  will  try  to 
^i'\  at  llu'  Itolloiii  of  this  liiinenlalde  history  and  expose 
the  liirpiln(h'  thai  lies  hidden  under  this  inter<;st(!d  enr- 
tailinent  which  time-serving  worthies  like  Piirkman  and 
Thoniius  15.  Akins  tiy  to  {M>n(!eal. 

No  gieat  ariay  of  <h)enm«!nts  is  m-eded  to  hetrav  the 
motives  of  l/iwrence,  IJelcher,  Wilmot,  ami  tlu!  rest  ol 
La\vr(Mic(!'s  crew.  'Vlw.  litth;  we.  Iiav«;  is  (piite  sullicient. 
With  less  documents  the  labor  is  greater ;  but  tliu  end 
is  attained  just  as  sundy. 

In  th(!  obseurt!  jiarts  of  iiistory  the  task  of  the  his- 
torian becomes  a  proc»!ss  of  careful  pontleiinj^  ratlier 
than  one  of  rai)id  seai'ch  throuj^di  nunuMous  (h)euments. 
In  the  jtr(!sent  instance  this  is  tlu;  oidy  availabh;  ni(;thod. 
It  lias  stood  me  in  good  stead  in  juevious  (dia|)ters  by 
liglitiiig  up  dark  (sorners,  and  will,  I  lecd  sure,  be  ecjually 
serviceable  in  the  unillumined  region  I  have  yet  to 
traverse. 

(Quebec  had  surreiulered ;  the  people  liad  yielded  up 
their  arms  and  taken  the  oath  of  alhigiance;  all  had 
beeu  left  in  the  peaeef\d  possession  of  their  pro[terty. 
Andierst,  writing  to  l^awience  undei'  date  of  May  4th, 
17t)0,  said:  "Six  thousand  Canadians  liave  taken  the 
oatli,  and  brought  in  their  arms;  they  .seem  much 
plea.sed  with  their  change  of  masters;  we  emi)loyed 
several  of  them,  whom  we  paid,  and  they  did  their 
business  cheerfully  and  well." 

The  two  hundred  Acadians  who  bore  a  permit  from 
Monckton  had  taken  the  oath  at  about  the  same  time, 
and  they  hoped  for  similar  treatment,  to  which  they 
had  a  greater  right  than  the  Canadians.    The  same  may 
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In;  sjiid  of  the  Aciuliiin  rel'iifjeu.s  on  tlio  Cfult"  coiist,  siiice, 
ill  s|»ito  of  tho  pressing  solicitations  of  tlii;  French  com* 
iiiiiii(liiiit,  (lu  n(tish<;lKMt,  they  U-ft  hiiii  to  throw  tlu-in- 
Hclves  on  Liiwrcnce's  nu'icy.  Vov  the  hitter,  tliis  whs  a 
good  oppoitiinity  to  ensiiri'  at  one  stroke  the  ininie(Hate, 
complete  and  linal  pacilication  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  to 
annex  a  gronp  of  hard- work in!^^  virtuous  people  that 
could  not  hut  contrihute  to  tht;  [irotj^ress  and  develop- 
ment of  the  country.  'I'hey  W'vw.  anxious  fur  rest  and 
(juiet;  they  lonyed  for  tht^  cessation  of  hostilities  in 
ordei'  to  see  thci  end  of  their  sulfi'iint^s,  to  resume  their 
former  piiactdul  life,  to  he<,'in  ai^ain,  if  need  he  in  some 
other  part  of  tlu;  Pi'ovince,  tlu^  hmjjf  and  painful  lahors 
tliat  had  earned  for  them  that  ahundanci!  of  which  they 
liad  heen  unjustly  despoiled.  These  were  the  motives 
tiiat  prompted  them  to  surrender  to  Lawrences  at  the 
first  news  of  the  taking  of  (^uehee.  It  would  no  «loul)t 
have  heen  cruel  to  drive  them  away  from  their  lands  at 
a  time  when  these  were  still  unoccupied  ;  hut  1  think 
they  would  have  accepted  without  a  murnnu-  any  other 
uncleared  lands  in  a  suitahle  place- 
Nothing  of  the  sort  was  offered  them.  As  soon  as 
they  liad  suhmitted  to  (\)lonel  Krye,  it  was  decided 
that  they  shouUlhe  deported  ;  hut,  in  order  not  to  alarm 
them  and  thus  himler  their  gathering  together  under 
military  supervision,  this  decision  was  Avithheld  from 
them  as  h)ng  as  was  deemed  necessary.  Meanwhile, 
although  they  learnt  the  shameful  way  in  whicli  their 
hrothers  coming  from  Quebec  under  protection  of  an 
oflicial  iDromise  had  been  treated,  yet  all  those  who  had 
promised  to  surrender  made  it  a  point  of  honor  to  fulfil 
their  promise. 

There  still  remained  a  good  many  Acadians  in  the 
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Bait'  ties  Chiileurs,  and  a  few  in  tho  upper  reaclu's  of 
the  St.  Joliii  Kiver.  These  wouhl  have  Ijeeii  ready  to 
suhinit,  had  tliey  not  had  l)et'ore  their  eyes  the  example 
of  the  treatment  intlieted  upon  the  refuj^ees  from  Que- 
bec. Seeinj^  that  submission  was  foUowed  by  imprison- 
ment and  threats  <»f  futme  woes,  mi^ht  it  not  to  Ihj 
better  to  j)reserve  their  Hberty,  wretched  lhou<4h  it  was, 
and  even  to  Ix^come  the  irreconcihible  enemies  dl  a 
nation  that  was  so  unieh'ntin<(? 

Such  was  the  situation.  Whoever  strips  hiniselt'  of 
preconceived  notions  and  ojumis  his  eyes  to  the  li,i,dit 
will  (ind  no  dilVieuIty  in  understanding'  what  was  ^'<»iiig 
on.  What,  then,  was  the  motive  that  prevented  Law- 
rence, Belcher  and  Wilmot  from  welcoming  the  un- 
armed Acadian  renuiant?  This  (luestion  many  have 
imt  themselves  without  answering  it  plainly,  beciiuse  a 
plain  answer  would  have  been  too  disiigrecable.  Why 
worry  over  a  problem  when  the  solution  thrtMitens  to  be 
humiliating?  Why  do  justice  to  a  small  nation  which 
by  this  time  has  probably  forgotten  its  histoiy,  and 
none  of  whose  sons  will  be  likely  to  dive  into  this  lost 
chapter?  No  stich  hindrances  stand  in  my  way;  I 
mean  to  probe  the  matter  to  the  bottom,  to  clear  up,  as 
far  as  I  can,  every  mystery,  to  explain  what  seems 
inexplicable. 

Cruel  as  Lawrence  was,  his  cruelty  cannot  stand  as  a 
full  explanation  ;  we  have  to  look  elsewhere.  There 
remains,  therefore,  but  one  alternative.  When  obvious 
motives  do  not  suffice,  some  motive  of  self-interest  must 
be  sought  for.  It  could  not  be  fear  of  armed  hostilities 
that  prevented  Lawrence  from  allowing  these  unarmed 
people,  surrendering  at  discretion,  to  settle  in  the  coun- 
try.    France  was  conquered,  dispossessed  of   Canada, 
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Caiu'  lirotoii,  rriiice  Kihvuid  Isliintl ;  tlicrc  was  no 
]oiij;ei'  u  «inglt)  Fit'iicli  soldirr  in  tlio  wliohs  comitry; 
wliiit,  llirii,  was  lliore  to  iV-ar  IVoiii  this  liandlnl  of 
stittlt'is,  \\]u)  were  loii^iiii,'  for  quiet  and  who  ju'ovcd  tho 
pcaci'l'iiliM'ss  of  Ihi'ir  iiitt'ntions  Ity  spontaniMHisly  ^'ivincj 
tht-nisflvt's  up  ai^aiiist  ihuwill  of  French utlicci'sdiict'Uy 
uftiT  thi'  fall  of  (^U('l)ut'? 

It  is  certain  that  LawriMicc?  had  made  up  his  mind  to 
deport  them  hi'fore  they  liad  jj^iven  any  cause  for  com- 
I)laint ;  this  is  ])r(>ved  by  the  imprisonment  of  those;  who 
had  conui  to  settle  on  the  St.  .lohn  Jtiver  with  the 
permission  of  Monckton,  and  hy  Lawrence's  su^Ljostinjj 
to  his  Council,  as  soon  as  lit;  heard  of  Acadians  sul)- 
mittiuL,'  to  Colonel  Ki-ye,  that  these!  Acadians  :.ii ,  ild  l)e 
deported.  His  motive  is  not  far  to  se(^^  .  Do  wo  not 
know  that  his  Councillors  had  voted  to  each  of  their 
numher  a  j^rant  of  20,000  acres  from  tho  hinds  of 
the  Aiadians?  Do  wo  not  know  that,  hiter  on,  either 
to  satisfy  the  forced  of  inllucntiid  persons  who  were 
jealous  of  the  Councillors'  windfall,  or  to  force  them  to 
endorse  their  conduct,  the  reniaiiuU'r  of  the  Acadian 
farms  wi-re  parcelled  out  to  all  those  who  liad  any 
stMiiding  in  the  Province?  Do  we  not  know  that,  later 
siill,  in  order  to  t'nsure  impunity  and  jiowerfnl  support 
from  the  Home  (lovernment.  the  crown  hinds  were 
handed  over  to  l»c  pillaLjcd  l)y  the  highest  oflicers  of  tho 
army,  hy  nohlc  lords  and  dou>,dity  generals,  by  Loi'd 
Kgremont,  Lord  Colville,  Dr.  Franklin  (soon  after- 
wards l*ostmast»'r-general  of  Knghind ),  Generals  Bou- 
(|uet  and  I  hddimand,  »y//' iio/>f/Y  WUmot,  Lady  Wilmot 
and  many  others  ? 

All  this  had  nc^t  yet  come  to  pass  at  the  time  I  am 
now  speaking  of;  but  the  pillage  was  beginning  and 
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w»is  to  ((Uiliiiiic  wiili  cvt'i-incrt'iisiii^'  vi^ur.  TIu'm' 
«<:niiits  \v(M(>  iioi  all  ••lai  nitons  nor  nni-on<litioiial  ;  iImM)* 
wort!  gri'iit.  iniddlni;,'  und  siniiU  iniviU'yi's  pioitorlionctl 
to  llm  inlliicncc  of  tjic  j^riiiitt't's  ;  luil  :ill  wrw  ('(jnally 
I'iij^cr  for  tlic  spoils,  and  caili  iispirant  foi-  Ituot y  carried 
away  tin*  consoling  morsel  that  earned  Ills  silence  or  liis 
support,  and  was  it  liberty  to  tlaiint  it  in  tiu^  facr  ol 
the  iegiliniaie  Acadian  proprit^tor  or  of  the  poor  tenant 
who  slioMJd  lak»'  the  hitter's  phiee.  As  may  well  lie 
iniaj^ined.  I-  rAienmi's  eouneiUois  wt-re  not  recij)ieiits  of 
tht?  small  |>r;v  ilej^'es.  Iiclcher,  his  siieeessor,  had  his 
goodly  s'aic,  and  so  w.".      Wilinot  liix'e  hiid  his. 

'•  III  rlosiii^r  111  oiitliiii' (if  ilic  y  Ml'  ITit'i,"  sjiys  Miinlocli,'  "ami 
rt'lli'ciinj;  on  ilm  \  ry  liiryt'  liind  yniiiis,  HanclioiK'il  liy  (f()v«!rtior  Wil- 
iiioi  iiMil  l<  s  ( '(Muicil,  I  ciiiiaol  help  iliii)i<in;;  it.  an  ii;,'ly  year,  iiiul  tliiit 
tlic  j;i(>\vl  ii  of  III''  I'roviiirc  w;is  loii'^  nliinlcil  liyilii'  riislmcss  i>l' 
•jiviiit:  foi'i'sl  lutnls  ;iway  froni  tlic  jiowcr  nt'  llic  ciown  or  tlic  iicoplc 
in  such  la  '-t<'  iuhssch." 
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When  all  the  lands  of  the  Aciidians  had  Iteeii  thrown 
lo  these  IninLjry  vultures,  tin;  authorities  had  to  iall 
baick  on  the  uncleared  hinds,  and  these  were  flung',  l»y 
the  thousand  acres  at  a.  time,  lo  lav  )rites.  There  must 
have  lu-eii  manv  assumed  names  amon<>'  the  jjfiantees ; 
one  jTiant  was  not  enough  for  the  more  gn  cnly  opes, 
who  went  on  \]nt  principle  that  "you  can't  havt;  too 
much  of  ii  good  thing:  '  lnil,  when  they  reeeivi^d  more 
than  one  grant,  they  could  easily  mask  their  ideality 
undtir  a  name  borrowed  for  a  considi-ralion. 

Sueli  was  the  state  of  affaiis  in  what  Murdoch  calls 
that  "  ugly  year."  ITtl,').  How  many  I'oi-tunes  dati^  their 
inueptiou  from  tliis  shami-ful  complicity!     How  niany 
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sciunps  s|»iiiii;jf  Iroiii  this  inixl  iiilo  limlly  ;^iiiii(l<'ni  !  If 
i»iu'  Imtl  (()  <4o  Icick  tt»  (lie  U'lfiniiiii^s  nl"  <irr('iil  liiinilicH 
wliosr  tit'sci'iitiitiils  Ix'ow  hfiil  itiir  witli  tlit-ii'  <i|)iil«>iic(', 
if  (»iu' had  (()  scnilini/c  tin-  luuiMlations  ol"  niiiiiv  j^rrcnl 
iiiuiu's,  tlic  n\iiii  of  stiiiiilcss  lioiioi'  wonlil  |HM'liii|)s  tliiiiik 
I'rovijlt'iicc  lor  (ln'  lowIiiicsH  of  liis  own  ori|fiii.  For  iiiv 
jiart,  I  «l»'i'in  it  ii  njviilcr  satisfaction  to  Im>  dcsct'iulrd 
from  luiiultlo  virlinis  of  opprjission  than  fioin  lln'ir 
haughty  oppri'ssois.' 

'I'ho   vcath'T  is  now  in  a  position  to  iin(h>i-slan(l  whv 


th 
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cadians.  w 


ho  t1 


new  thmisclvos  on  the  nicniy 


of  thoir  op|ni'ssois,  wi'ic  not  kindly  wch-onicd  as  thoy 
shonltl  have  been,  hut  impiisont'd  until  tlu>y  coiihl  he 
<h'[H)rt(M|  ;  why  they  weri;  not  ('vcn  snlTcrt-d  to  strttic  in 
some  isohitt'd  pail  of  the  I'lovinct' ;  why  tlicir  oppr«;s- 
soi"s  p<'rsist('<l  in  dcportint;"  tlii'tn  to  such  a  distance  that 
they  would  uev»n'  think  of  ret luniui;:  why  Lawrenee, 
and.  after  liiin.  Iteleher  and  Wilniot,  ini|)oi'tuiM>(l  Am- 
herst. tt»  aUow  them  to  p't.  rid  of  the  Acadiaris  ;  why 
tlu>y  (U'serihetl  the  latter  as  discontented.  danntTons  and 
iiu'apahle  of  ai>[ti'i!ciating  what  tln^y  callecl    ••  thi'   lenity 


and  swei'tof  l^ie'lish  ruh 


Sti'an<>(>  sweet iM'ss  inde(>d. 


which  treated  them  as  prisom'is  and  convicts  directly 
aftei"  they  had  snhmitted,  and  was  on  tli(>  look-out  foi'  a 
ehaneoof  de[>orting  them  tothe*'nds  of  iheeaith  I     These 


men  won 
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lave   i)een  eitlier  more  or  less  tiiau  human 
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if  they  had  not  felt  the  hnmilialiojis  and  the  niental  tor- 
tures that  were  inllicled  upon  them,  if  they  had  not 
reseuttMl  IIkmu  in  words,  l^.vcn  the  most  sulmiissive 
hound    will  snap  and  snarl   when    the  lash    is    applied 


1  The  ('tiniiiili'rVc'xtiM"'ls  from  thi>An-liivi's  ('.iiitaiii  a  numbt'i-of  ()rilci-< 
in  (^llm^•il.  iMit  iioni'  tiiiit  Im'!H»ii  tlu-sc  luiul  >»riiiits;  tmd  y<'t  unlcrH  of  this 
l.itt.T  kill. I  :iri'  ill  till'  An-hivos.  a!<  Parkir.aii  well  know. 
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ini.s|nuiii};ly.  AikI  yet,  tlrsjiitc  this  iirciiiiinlatioii  of 
wrongs,  can  llific  he  r<HiM«l,  amid  all  tlir  (IntiinirntN  iif 
llicir  ()|)[ii-t>SHni-K,  mention  of  on(;  sin;^li'  a«t  <•!  rrltcllion 
on  (lit;  part  of  IIk;  Acadiiins,  from  t)i<;«lalr  of  tlicirsur- 
it-ndtT  in  l)»'C(iml)cr,  176!',  till  IT't^'t':'  Many  mention  of 
sneh  an  nvl  ean  Im;  [>i'o(luee(l,  I  sliocid  1m^  eniioiis  to  see 
it.  We  lead,  in  tln!  letters  written  willi  a  view  tof>ltfain 
leave  to  deport  tluMn,  that  fears  weri!  entertained  aWoul, 
tli(!  future,  that  th«^  Aeadiaiis  wer<!  dantrerous  iMMiers 
wlio  woidd  .seize  the  lirst  opportunity  to  revolt.  Such 
Klat»!mt'nts  \v(!n!  necessary  in  ord<;r  to  ohluin  tluj  desired 
leave  ;  hut  there,  is  no  mention  of  a  xini/h-  wi  of  insuh- 
ordination,  tlionjjfli,  if  any  such  act  had  oeeiirred,  it 
wouhl  Iwyond  a  douht  have  heen  mentioiifid  in  tho 
letters  to  Amheist.  'I'Ik;  only  «leli!iitc  (diarj^e  ma<le, 
and  from  it  stronif  inferences  arc;  drawn,  is  that  certain 
groups  of  Acadians  had  not  yet  suhnutted  and  '•  wcic 
lurking  in  the  woods."  I)o(;s  this  not.  piove  how  hasc- 
less  w(^re  the  grievan(U!s  r»f  the  authcrities?  I'ray,  wckj 
tluise  poor  pc^oph;  obliged  to  givt;  themselves  uj)  t(»  im- 
prisonment, followcid  as  it  was  lo  1m>  hy  d(![jortation '.' 
i'he  marvel  is  that  the  men  tlius  dragged  to  prison  did 
not  hurl  themselves  upon  their  oppressoi's  an<l  r(;nd  them 
lind)  fr(tm  liud),  Inffore  n;ceiving  the  fa^al  hlow  that  would 
have  |»ul  an  end  to  th(;ii'  emhittenMl  and  liopeloss  lives. 
Ah!  hut  tiny  thought  of  their  sonow-stricken  families 
groaning  under  want,  separation  aiul  the  bereavements 
of  death,  and  they  feared  to  add  to  tlieir  anguisji  and  to 
l(Mve  tlieni  without  support  or  solai.-e  in  the  throes 
of  their  agony.  They  also  found  in  their  leligion — a 
s'ubject  of  mockery  for  tlieir  tyrants — the  strengtli 
and  the  courage  to  bear  and  forld-ai-  and  ii:i-.  Irin  lo 
forgive. 
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Let  US  now  exiimiue  tlie  mutilated  conespoiuloiici!  of 
the  Goveinoi"s  to  see  if  we  can  detect,  in  these  artfully 
constructed  documents,  some  unguarded  expression 
that  betrays  the  secret  they  were  so  anxious  to  liide. 
While  making  this  examination,  we  must  hcai-  in 
mind  that  thesr  land-roljhers  felt  they  would  he  t-x- 
j)Osing  themsclv(is  to  the  pressing;  of  claims  dangerous 
for  thciir  own  tranipiillity.  if  they  allowed  the;  Acadians 
to  remain  in  the  Province.  If  these  Acadians  wen* 
once  admittefl,  all  the  othei-s  who  could  return  from 
exili!  would  liavc  lobe  admitted  likewise.  Woidd  they 
consent  without  a  nuuiuur  to  become  the  tenants-at- 
\\ill  of  Lawrence's  councillors  on  lands  that  helongtid 
to  them  and  had  been  cleared  by  theii'  forefathers? 
And  if  they  consented  to  plunge  into  tlie  forest,  there 
to  carve  out  a  new  homest(,'ad,  would  not  the  daily  and 
invohuitiiry  nearness  of  their  misery  be  a  contiiuml 
re])roa(!h  to  their  despoilers?  Does  tins  criminal  enjoy 
being  all  his  life  confronted  witli  his  victim?  Does 
the  successful  swindler  build  his  splendid  mansion  next 
to  the  hovel  of  the  man  he  has  ruined?  Might  not  this 
awkwaid  neighborhood  open  the  eyes  of  the  jjublic  and 
tlie  Loi'ds  of  Trade,  disgrace  the  land-robbers  and  biing 
about  the  annulmentof  the  titles  they  either  had  already 
.secured  or  were  about  to  secure  ?  And  this  was  no  small 
risk,  since,  even  with  all  their  wise  precautions,  the 
Lords  of  Trade,  a  few  years  later,  cut  down  their 
grants  from  "20,000  to  o.OOO  acres.  Hence  it  became  an 
urgent  necessity  to  scatter  the  Acadian  refugees  far 
and  wide,  so  that  they  might  forget  their  country,  their 
iiationalitv,  their  language,  their  religion  and  lose 
the  very  remembrance  of  what  they  liad  been  in  the 
past. 
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Lawrence  and  his  councillors  were  not  slow  to  scent 
the  danger  ahead,  and,  at  the  first  intimation  of  tlie 
arrival  of  200  Acadians  with  jterinits  to  settle  in  the 
Province,  it  wjus  resolved  that  they  l)e  hanished  ojice 
more.  As  soon  as  Frye  sent  in  his  (hst  conununicalioji 
announcing  that  the  Acadians  of  the  coast  werea}x>ut  lo 
submit,  Lawrence  advised  his  Council  to  deport  tlicni. 
"  He  desired  the  advice  of  the  Covuicil  whether  it  would 
not  he  proper  to  take  up  Transports   to  sftid  (uvaif  fJn- 

\Vli«'reupou,  "  Tho  (,'ouncil,  were  of  opinion  thai  sneli  a  measure 
would  be  extremely  proper,  and  seemed  absolutely  neeessary.  in  order 
to  faoilitatu  the  settlement  of  the  Ai'<i<lUiii  litmls  by  the  persons  who 
are  coming;  fnmi  the  Continent  for  tliat  i)urpose.  who.  otherwise, 
would  be  always  liable  to  be  obstructed  in  their  pro^jress  l)y  the  in- 
I'ursions  of  these  Frencli  inhahitants.  Whereas,  on  the  contrary,  if 
Ihey  are  removed  out  of  the  Province,  the  settlement  will  remain  /*/ 
/icrffcl  scrnrifj/.'" 

The  motive  is  clear  enough.  The  lands  thev  wanted 
to  protect  against  tronblcsome  (claims  and  ex[)osure  were 
now  theirs;  it  could  not  he  expected  that  a  resolution  of 
this  kind  would  contain  any  explicit  mention  of  the 
danger  that  threatened  the  Councillors''  own  spoils; 
they  had  to  cloak  their  thoughts  with  the  welfare  of  the 
settlement  iu  general ;  hut  to  any  one  reading  hetwecn 
the  lines,  it  was  the  "perfect  security"  of  their  juivatc 
interests  thej'  wished  to  protect.  All  great  rogues 
adopt  similar  tactics. 

However,  before  deporting  all  these  Acadians,  it  wa.s 
necessary  to  obtain  the  consent  of  the  authorities  in 
other  countries.  England  had  received  her  shuic  nf 
Acadian  exiles:  the  provinces  of  New  England  thought 
the}'  had  ntore  than  their  share.  To  act  without  their 
consent  might  be  dangerous.     What  was  to  hv  cIoik'  .' 
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Oil  Ftil)iujuy  20tli,  1T()1,  IJelclu'i,  wlio  lia«l  suciteedcd 
Liiwreiue  iilter  tlit;  hitter's  dumi.se,  JSubinitUHl  to  his 
(^)nii(Ml  alcttiM-  in  wlii(rli  (Jeneral  AiulKMstn!i!omuien<led 
"  the  •■Dtithmatlon  of  th»'  Acntfianx  in  the  Pronlnre." 

Wlicrciipoii.  etc.,  etc.,  '"'IMic:  Council  proct'oded  to  take  the  siiine 
into  <>onsi(l(>i'alion,  <>tt>.,  t'tc.  And  that  it  is  their  unanimous  opinion 
llial  thesiiid  French  Acndinns  cannot  hy  the  said  Itoyal  order  and 
the  said  Provincial  law.  lie  permitted  to  remain  in  the  Province,  and 
tlie  Council  did  advise  that  this  their  opinion  may  he  submitted 
with  all  deference  l<>  the  consideration  of  His  Kxcelhuicy  General 
Amherst.'" 

On  Miiich  22(1  Amhei'st  replied  to  this  resolution  of 

the  Conncil : 

"Nkw  York,  22d  March,  1701. 
"  Your  dispatch  of  the  25tli  of  February  reached  my  hands  last 
ni^ht  :  I  have  nothing  more  at  heart  than  the  advantage  and  the 
se«'nrily  of  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia  ;  If  the  removal  of  the  Aca- 
dians  still  remaining  within  the  same  could  add  to  either,  I  should 
be  the  first  to  advise  their  expulsion  ;  hut  as  under  the  new  circum- 
stances of  that  valuable  and  tloiu-ishing  Province,  I  do  not  see  that  it 
can  havti  aiiytliiny  to  /cur  from  those  Acadians,  fnit  on  the  vontran/ 
Unit  iircat  adri(i)tiiii('s  might  be  reaped  in  employing  them  properly; 
i  uuist  own  I  shouhl  inctline  towards  letting  them  In  the  Province 
under  proper  regulations  and  restrictions." 

Amhei'st,  as  a  stranger  to  the  Province  and  probably 
unaware  of  the  secret  motives  of  Belclier  and  his  Coun- 
cil, could  not,  it  would  seem,  do  otherwise  than  accept 
without  discussion  their  views.  Had  he  done  so, 
there  would  have  Ijecn  no  ground  for  surprise  ;  but, 
iH'ing  ii  thoughtful  man,  anxious  for  the  welfare  of  the 
country,  he  did  not  see  the  wisdom  of  their  request. 

Not  content  with  sending  t(>  Andicrst  the  resolution 
of  liis  Coumul,  Belcher  wrote  him  two  other  letters  on 
the  siiine  subject  before  he  had  received  the  answer  given 
above.     One  of  these  letters  bears  <late  Miuch  11th,  the 
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otlun,  Miucli  l!>tli.  These  two  letters  iiie  not  in  tin- 
volume  of  the  Archives  ;  but  the  answer  shows  that  they 
referred  again  to  the  desired  permission  to  deport  the 
Aeadians.     Amherst  replies  on  April  ir)th  : 

'■  /  Ite.ij  to  differ  in  o)Hnion  mith  i/nn  on  lli»>  insiifticiency  of  Iroops 
in  your  Province.  Those  that  are  ilestiiieil  to  remain  tliere  are ./>»»• 
mun-  Ihnn  rcqiiisitf'  under  your  present  t'lrcuinstances,  for  tiu'  (lang<'r 
the  late  fJovenuir  nii^ht  last  year  have  some  reason  to  approluMid  is 
novo  entiruli/  rentored.  Tli«  few  Aeadians  at  Kistigouehe  that  are 
said  not  to  liave  yet  surrendered  under  the  capitulation,  can,  I  am 
certain,  make  no  object,  even  were  they  to  i»ersist  in  their  error ;  hut 
depend  upon  it,  they  will  soon  awaken  out  of  it  and  rrjoiie  at  our 
acceptance  of  thrir  Huhminxion."' 

This  was  a  lebuke.  After  three  such  categorical 
answers,  all  implying  a  refusal,  it  would  seem  Belcher 
and  his  Council  ought  to  have  delinitely  given  up  their 
plan  of  deportation.  But  they  were  not  satisfied.  On 
April  loth,  in  a  long  letter  to  Amherst,  Belcher  enumer- 
ates anew  all  his  fears  for  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of 
the  Province  ;  but  this  time  he  adds  a  new  motive, 
whicli,  he  hopes,  must  persuade  Andierst  to  grant  the 
longed-for  [)ermission  : 

"  IJesides  (he  reasons  I  have  already  offered  to  you,  why  attempts 
from  these  people  are  to  l)e  feared,  there  yet  remains  one  of  somr. 
veil/lit,  which  is,  that  there  are  many  amonyst  the  Aeadians  at  Kisti- 
gouche,  who  were  formerly  in  posse>ssion  of  some  of  those  lands  in 
the  District  of  IJeaubassin,  and  as  they  have  not  yet  lost  hojies  of  re- 
yaininij  them,  through  notions  which  they  have  received  from  priests 
and  Frenchmen,  1  tliink  it  at  least  probable  that  they  will  distnrl) 
the  b(!giunings  of  these  settltMuenls.  in  which  case,  the  loss  of  two  or 
three  lives  will  strike  such  terror  as  may  not  only  intimidate  and 
drivi"  away  the  peo]ile  of  these  townships,  but  may  also  greatly 
obstruct  the  settlement  of  other  parts." 

There  yet  remained  one  more  solitary  reason,  and 
Belcher  could  not  give  up  the  game  without  invoking 
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it.  In  fiuit,  it  was  no  new  reason,  but  the  only  iiiid  true 
one  disguised:  tlie  danger  for  the  security  of  his  spoils. 
He  thought  it  strong  enough  to  justify  his  inij)ortuiiity. 
hut  Anihei-st  \v;is  no  man  to  yield  to  mere  ungrounded 
insistence,  .\pparently  this  new  reason  had  prompted 
this  new  letter:  Belcher  thought  it  decisive.  Tliough 
]n'.  had,  foi-  a  whole  year,  kept  about  a  thousand  Aeadi- 
ans  imprisoned  at  FTalifax,  the  only  g)ievance  lie  could 
tiiimp  uj)  was  fear  for  the  future,  lie  could  not  point 
to  one  fact,  one  murder,  one  assaidt.  one  theft,  not  even 
to  a  refusal  to  <tl)cy.  Verily,  this  wiis  a  bitter  disap- 
]»ointment ;  his  20,000  acres  were  in  jeopardy. 

Andierst  replied    on    the   28th  of  Aj>ril  by  another 
refusal,  the  fourth  : 


■'  I  rannoi  say  I  am  under  api>rplnMisions  for  the  spttloments 
whicli  arc  to  l)t>  csialtliMlicd  al  BcatibusKiii.  Tlic  Acadiaus  may  nol 
l)f  so  tliorotiijlily  well  disi»o.s«?d  as  1  could  wisli,  hul  I  expect  a  differ- 
ent t)eliaviof  fiom  tliem.  for  tlicy  never  Iiaxc  hecn  in  the  situation 
they  are  now  in.  ami  tliey  can  hardly  he  mail  enou-ih  to  attempt  any- 
thiii};  ajiainst  the  csiahlislunent  of  the  I'rovince  at  this  time."" 

Thereafter  IJelcher  seems  to  have  al)aiid<»ned  all  hope 
of  obtaining  fioin  that  quarter  the  atithori/.ation  he  so 
eagerly  desired  :  for  we  tind  no  other  correspondence 
between  him  and  Amherst  for  a  long  tinte.  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  following  letter,  asking  leave  to  employ 
the  Acadians  in  work  for  the  new  colonists.  He  thus 
refuted  himself,  since  he  could,  without  danger,  employ 
these  men  whom  he  had  represented  as  so  <langerous. 
The  colonists  themselves  can  have  apprehended  no 
danger,  since  the  leave  was  asked  at  their  own  reipiest. 

•  Hai-ikax.  isth  June,  17«1. 
"  .Sms:     IJy  representations  made  to  xuo/rinii  t/ir  nif  Mtllnufntx  in 
tlii.s  I'roviiH.c,  il   apjx'ars  cxlremely  necessary  that  the  inhabitants 
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«i|ioiil<l  l)f  a^!^i^te^l  by  tlu'  Aoadiaiis  in  n'liiiiiiiiv;  tli<'  ilvkrs  (or  tlie 
pn'st'ivation  and  recovery  of  tlic  marsh  lands,  |iariiculaily  as  on  lli« 
progress  of  this  work,  in  which  the  Acadlans  an*  tlic  most  skillful  in 
tlie  country,  the  snjuwrt  and  snbsislcnci'  r)f  ncvimviI  of  ihc  inliiiltilniiis 
will  depend. 

"This  weighty  reason,  lojii-ther  with  the  eonsideniinn  of  tin-  mini, 
service  rendered  these  seftlement"  llironiili  thv  ArmHinis  liy  (In-  hue 

governor  lust  //fvir,  nrp's  me  to  repeat  my  apitli<iiiion \iiil   I 

shall  expect  the  less  iliftii'ully  on  this  occasion,  as  ihc  s<Miiiai  \  nf 
Military  Affairs  assni'<'d  nie  some  lime  since,  fiom  ymi.  that  I  lie 
Acadians  should   ho  ready  tt»  receive  my  or«U'rs  tin  /ml/  on  /imir'n 


Tims  weio  the  Acadians  set  to  woik  on  ilicir  own 
lands,  to  a.ssist  tlio.se  who  had  heeii  put  in  their  |)hufs 
and  who  weie  j)rolitinjr  by  the  labor  of  a  century.  Tliink 
of  these  danufcroiis  Acadianssiiljinittinir  to  acoini»nlsoiy 
labor  that  racked  their  very  souls,  and  that  ••  :it  half  an 
hour's  warnino;  I  "  They  ha<l  siibinittcd  to  this  iiii[)osi- 
tioii  the  previous  year,  apparently  without  resistance, 
and  now  it  was  required  of  them  again.  What  more  is 
needed  to  denionstrate  that  all  the  fears  of  IJclcher  and 
his  Council  were  merely  contemptible  pretexts  inveni«'d 
t«)  cover  their  real  fears  about  their  own  land  grants? 
And  yet  the  Acadians  were  perverse  eiiouoh,  forsooth, 
not  to  appreciate  '*  the  lenity  and  the  sweet  of  English 
rule!" 

The  voliune  (jf  the  Archives  doi!S  not  contain  any 
letter  of  lielcher's  showing  that,  after  his  fourfold  lail- 
ure  with  Andierst,  he  applied  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  ; 
but  the  following  extract  from  one  of  their  letters  proves 
that  he  did  : 

"WiiiTKiiAi.i..  2.!(1  .Tune.  17(11. 
"  The  niunherof  Acadians  you  ntnlv  to  have  been  collected  togetlier 
in  ilifferent  parts  of  the  Province,  and  their  hostile  disposition,   ap- 
I>ear.s  to  us  to  be  a  very  untoward  cin-urastance  in  thepn'seiil  state  of 
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tlif  I'l'iiviiK'i',  lint  us  it  iliH>H  iiol  properly  Im-Ihiil;  to  oiii' (l*>parinit'iit  to 
<;iv*' iliit><-ti(>ns  11)1011  a  inattorof  this  iiatiiif.  wi-  must  rt'lVr  yon  to  His 
.Maji'sty's  S<!<T<'tury  of  Stato,  to  wlioni  Wf  have  Iransinittt'd  l•opi(■^  i>/ 
sttc/i  of  i/imr  Ivllcrs,  «»«(/  tliv  iiiti>rr/i  I'fcvircil  ti'itli  tin m,  as  rcialf  to 
tills  SUljj»'Cl." 

Tllc  ( 'oillliilcf  |)l'()<lll<U'S  tiotllillj,'  l)llt.  tlio  ill«)V(^  sliolt. 
t'xtrjKitof  this  importiiiit  Irttcr;  Imwt'ver  it  issiiflicieiitly 
i'Uv.ir  t'of  my  ])r«;s»?iit  |)Uipo.so;  IJcIcIum'  liiul  \vritt<Mi  to 
tlie  Loftls  of  'Priuh;  and  liis  h'tterx  and  pa/>fr>t  (not  pfo- 
(lucnd),  ill  wliicli  \nt  .ask(!(l  Iciivti  to  baiiisli  tlic  Ariuliiins, 
were  ret'eired  to  L<ird  Ei^feiiiont,  the  Seeietiiry  of  Stale, 
tliat  he  iniufht  answer  them. 

This  answer  is  not  ill  th«?  vohinuiof  the  Archives;  hut, 
seven  months  hiter,  January  9th,  17t>2,  we  tind  a  Iett«M- 
from  Heleher  to  the  Seeretaiy  of  State.  I'he  usual 
asterisks  sliow  tliat  it  is  t»'arl)h'd  in  passa.f];'es  that  apjiear 
important:  yet.  hy  the  way  in  whitih  lie  presents  new 
motives  for  lh«?  dejjortation,  it  elearly  implies  that  his 
request  had  heen  refused  : 

"  1  l)og  leavo  to  represent,  to  your  lionlsliip,  tliat  besides  these  per- 
sons, there  are  many  olliers  of  tiie  Acadians  in  this  Troviuee,  wlio 
althon{;h  they  have  surrendered  themselves,  are  yet  ever  ready  and 
watchful  for  an  opportunity,  either  by  assistance  from  the  French,  or 
from  hopes  of  stirrinji  up  the  Indians  to  disturl)  atid  distress  tlie  new 
settlements  lately  made,  and  those  now  forming;  I  am  perfectly  con- 
vinced, from  the  whole  course  of  tlu^ir  beiiavior  and  <lisposition,  that 
they  caiiiu)t  with  any  safety  become  again  the  inlial)ilanls  of  it." 


'l^houii'h  the  volume  of  the  .Vrehives  does  not  eontain 
the  answer  of  the  Seeretiuy  of  State,  we  can  inftir  with 
certainty  that  it  was  unfavorahlo,  because  neaily  seven 
months  went  by  without  Beloiier's  making  iiny  move 
toward  deportation.  Had  tht^  re[)ly  been  favorable, 
Belcher  would  undoubtetlly  liave  hastene<l  to  make  use 
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l\'r<Micc  is  iiukU'  still  more  cvidi'iit  Ity  tin-  letter  of  (lir 
Loids  of  'riiule  iiiidcr  (liitc  ol"  (lie  :»(!  of  tlic  lollowiiit' 
.I)«.'c(.'iiil)cr.  rcpi'oduecd  fiullicr  on.  in  wliicli  tlii-y  dis- 
tinctly (-(111(1011111  tlu'  (h'poi'tiitioii  tliiit  liiid  tlicn  just  tiikcii 

On  .Inly  2»»tli,  17<1-,  rxdclicr  and  liis  Council  decided 
upon  biinisliint;-  all  the  Aciidiaiis.  Tlu!  res(»|iition  eiii- 
iMxlviii'' all  the   motives  (tl"  their  decision    is  very  loiiir ; 


all  possihU;  grievances  are  coihjclcd  therein  ;  and  yet, 
.sti{iii<^e  to  say,  it  contains  no  mention  (A'  any  act  of  hos- 
tility or  actual  i(!sistaiice  ;  on  I  Ik;  c(»ntaary,  it  is  strictly 
i'onlined  t(»  a|»[uehensions  al»(»iit  tin;  I'litun;.  One  fe(!ls 
that  tin;  Council  is  niakiiiL;'  a  lastdecisive  ett'ort  to  draw 
lip  a  ([(KMinuMit  in  self-d(!i"ence  in  caso  (d'  need.  This 
resolution,  as  w*^  shall  see.  speaks  ol"  no  aulhori/.ation 
whatever,  either  t'roni  the  Secretary  of  Stale;  or  (Jeiieral 
Amh«!rst;  and  liow  could  it,  sinc(!,  as  is  evident,  its 
■/'(fi-soti  (Vetrc  was  the  very  rel'iisals  Uelcher  had  met  at 
their  hands?     Lawreiico  had  succeeded  hv  sluicr  auda- 


city; they  were  trying  the  sanu^  plan 
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u  rebuk(!.  IJelchei'  would  plead  the  o[)inioii  of  his  Coun- 
cil and  the  local  cireuinstances  wliicdi  imperatively  called 
for  some  such  aitioii.  Here  is  the  conclusic'ii  of  this 
<l(K!ument  : 

"  For  all  wliioh  reasons,  the  Council  aro  of  opinion  that,  'm  this 
time  of  (lunger  it  is  absnlutehf  nccexsanf  innnediately  to  transport 
the  Acatliiins  out  of  this  Province,  as  their  continuing  lon^fr  in  it 
may  be  utttaKJi^d  with  the  iroiNt  fircniiistdnvcs  to  tliv  inojectcd  iicir 
.scftlciiicnts  in  particular,  as  well  as  to  tlic  general  safety  of  tin- 
Province.  Ami  thorefoie.  the  Council  do  unanimously  advise  !iiitl 
rpcommond  in  the  most  oarnost  mamier.  for  the  safety  and  sreu- 
rity  of  this  Province  and  its  new  scttlcnieiits.  that  the  laeutcnant- 
Governor  would  be  pleased  to  lake  the  six^ediest  method  ti>  r<.!l,  ct 
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and  ti'!iiis|H»rt  the  snid  AciidianKout  «>f  this  Proviiicr  :  and  do  fur- 
ther lulviHe  that,  an  tlu>  Province  of  MnwnrliuNcttH  is  npanwt  ad- 
jiicunt  U)  thiH  Pruvincf,  that  the  Lieutenant-(}uv«!rnor  would  he 
pleuHiHl  tu  cautit*  them  tu  be  tnuiHported  tu  that  Provinue  with  all 
cunvenient  tliHpatch." 

This  now  deportation,  after  so  many  explicit  rcfunals, 
both  from  Amherst  and  the  Home  autlioiities.  av!i,s  a 
pieee  of  audacity  on  a  par  with  I^awrences:  lielcher's 
disobedience  was  even  far  worse,  aiul  tlie  daii<>er  he  waa 
placing  himself  in  was  sueli  that  it  is  Iccritimale  to  in- 
fer that  he  had,  or  thought  he  had,  great  jtii vat(?  interests 
to  serve  thereby.  Tiawrence  had  sheltered  himself  be- 
hind his  Council,  so  did  Heloher  :  and  we  may  well  suj)- 
pose  that  this  strongly-woi'ded  resolution  was  handed 
leady-made  by  him  to  his  subservient  and  c(|ually  inter- 
ested Council.  This  was  a  wise  precaution,  but  the  pen- 
alty, if  any,  could  not  very  well  fall  on  his  Council:  he 
alone  would  be  made  to  suffer.  The  sccjuel  will  show 
that  he  <lid. 

Belcher  was  successful  only  in  so  far  as  he  succeeded 
in  obtaining  from  Amherst  a  soit  of  semi-approval  of 
fJte  acrompliHheil  fart.  Here  is  the  pait  of  Amhei'st's 
letter  which  refers  to  it : 

"  Although  1  cannot  help  thinking  that  these  peoph'  luigttt  have 
been  kej)t  in  proper  subjection  wliile  the  troops  remained  in  Nova 
Seotia,  yet  I  must  own  I  am  glad  you  have  taken  the  measures  for 
removing  them,  as  they  might  Imve  become  troublesome  when 
the  Province  was  drained  of  the  forces."  * 


*  Sir  Jeffrey  Amhorst  has  wou  f^rciit  ilistiuetioii  for  his  iutelligenoc  and 
wisdom  in  the  oondiiot  of  iifTairs  in  .Vmerifa  (hirinj?  the  war,  and  it  may 
be  well  deservod.  But,  at  the  same  time,  liis  moral  worth,  judging  from 
Bome  of  his  correspondence  with  Colonel  Bouquet,  could  not  very  well  be 
of  a  very  high  order.  In  17(i3,  while  the  Pontiac  eon spi racy  was  in  prog- 
ress, he  wrote  to  the  latter: 

'•  Might  we  not  try  to  spread  smallt»>x  iimong  the  relx'l  Indian  trib^ns  ? 
We  must  in  this  occasion  make  us"  of  every  device,  to  reduce  thom." 
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Tliis  is.  liiic'tly,  wluit  liii<l  liiiiipniffl,  I  )iicfily  nl'lcr 
tlie  ri'soliilioii  ni'  his  ('oiiiifil.  Iltlclicr  >cii(  otV  in  j;ic;ii 
liasU^  to  |{(ts(nii  five  vessels  lilietl  willi  .\e;Hli;ilis.  'I'lie 
L(,'<;isl;it  nil'    nl'    M:issiieluisetl>    |ieirni|it(tril  V    lel'llsed    to 

receive  llie  exiles.  'I'lie  iii;4t'nl  eiilreiuies  cil'  ( 'upiiiin 
lii'ooks  *  itnd  e\cn  nf  (Jdvciiinr  |»eiii;ii(l  eoiilil  not  f)Vei- 
conie  llie  lesistiinee  ol  tliiit  Assenilily.  They  went  so 
fill'  as  to  K't'nse  to  await  the  relniii  of  a  iiu!sseiit;er  that 
was  to  h(!  despatched  to  (ieneial  Aniheist.  Hancock, 
who  in  Boston  ie[)i'csented  the  (fovefnineiit  of  Nova 
ScM)tia,  icfuscd  to  proviile  piovisioiis.  After  waiting' 
t\V(»  or  tliit'c  weeks  in  Boston  liarhoi,  ('ajitain  Brooks, 
tM>nnnan(hi-  of  the  expedition,  was  ol)liyed  to  ictiirn  to 
Halifax  with  his  shipnieiit  of  exiles. 

'I'heir  ictmn  [irovokt'd  in  Bith.'hei's  camp  an  exi)h)si()n 
of  ani^ef  against   the  Massachusetts   LcLjislatiire.  wliit;h 


"I  will  try."  answi'fiMl  iloiii|iii'l,  -'to  iiitroilui'i'  simhIIihpx  liy  iiifuiH  of 
tiliinkcts,  wbicli  wi'  will  fuuxt'  to  lull  into  their  hiiiids." 

'riliit  siij^f^i'stidu  was  adoptc'il  hy  Viiiliorst.  ••  Vcni  will  iId  well,"  lit-  ajiiiiii 
wrote  liiiii.  '■  to  try  to  spread  siiiailpox  liy  iiioiiiis  of  bluiijiets,  and  by  every 
otiier  iiieuiis  which  niij,'ht  hi'lp  to  exlcniiiiiati'  that  uboniinuble  raee." 

A  few  months  afterwards  sniallpox  made  awful  liavoe  iiinonK  the  nn- 
fortiuiate  trilx'w. 

♦ThiH  is  the  same  fJtiptiiin  l!r"o|<s  Watson  whu.  in  1701,  wrote  for  tho 
Itev.  Ill",  lirowii  the  description  of  Aeadian  manners,  i|nuti'd  in  ii  previous 
phiipt<'r.  I'.lsewliere,  he  speaks  a-^  followsof  their  ln'havior  in  exile  and  of 
their  return : 

"Thi'ir  orderly  eonduet  liii  (ieorKiai.  llnir  inl<^;iity,  sdbridy  and  frn- 
prality,  secnred  to  them  the  t?ood  will  of  the  pcDple  and  W'ined  them  i-om- 
fortuble  support.  But,  still  lon^cin^;  fur  their  nativ untry,  all  tln'ir  in- 
dustry was  stimulated,  all  their  hopes  snpporti'd.  by  that  landmark  of 
thoir  former  felieity ,  many  of  them  built  bouts,  and.  taking  tln'ir  familii's, 
eoasted  tlw  wliole  American  shore,  from  OeorKia  to  Nova  S^'utia.  I'.nl. 
alasl  what  did  they  llnd?  .Ml  was  desolated ;  for,  f he  more  eiVcetually  to 
drive  them  out  of  tlie  eountry.  all  thilr-  Imuses  liad  bi'en  burnt,  k//  ///»■//• 
vdlth'  kilU'd  liij  onli'r  of  0()ri>riii)ifiil  :  liein'e  they  found  no  shelter;  still  they 
persevered  with  uever-failinK  fortitude,  witli  iMirenultinjr  industry,  amt 
estalilished  themselves  in  differ(>nt  remote  parts  of  the  Province,  where 
they  had  been  sufTen^d  to  remain,  but  without  any  le^'al  property:  at  least, 
I  luive  not  heard  of  any  land  haviiij,'  been  '.'ranted  to  them.  .  . 

"Thi'ir  numbers,  I  am  told,  have  inci'eased  about  two  tliiui.sand.  and.  I 
am  informed,  they  still  eontimie  what  I  know  them  to  have  bi'en  in 
their  pro.sperous  state*,  tin  honest,  sober,  indi:sti-ious  an<l  virtuous  p<^o|>lt>." 
— Hon.  liruohs  Miilsnii  to  llov.  Audrew  lirown,  July  1st,  17!)1. 
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iiiul  icl'iisi'd  i«»  1k',  I'or  ihv  second  time,  a  paily  to  snclt 
ndioiis  |K>rs(>cutioii.  TIm^  sitiiiitioii  was  ii  nitiral  one 
i'or  him;  he  liad  to  cxpliiin  niattcrs  to  tlii^  hoi-ds  of' 
Trade  and  tlie  Seeretiuy  ol'  Stale.  Tliis  I'oolisli  enter- 
prise liad  Ikumi  nndertak(Mi  witliout  tlieii-  assent,  witliont 
that  of  i\ndiei-st.  His  was,  indeed,  a  most  ticklish 
position.  Happily  foi-  liim,  howevei'.  Andierst  liad, 
ojh'i'  the  ci'tnif,  j^ranted  a  sendilance  ol"  approval  to  the 
fa(;t  :  and  this  is  the  point  ileleher  insists  on  most 
stront^ly  in  his  dtd'eiuM',  takin<>'  care  to  speak  of  it  in 
veiled  languajjfo  as  if  the  a[)proval  had  j)r«'c(!(l(:  the 
fact.  Yet,  incredihU;  to  relate,  after  so  many  lehulTs, 
lie  still  i)ersisted  in  asking'  U'ave  to  deport  the  Aca- 
dians. 

The  Conipiler  does  not  prodncu;  the  answer  of  the 
Secretary  of  State.  .\s  to  the  l^onls  of  Tiwle,  theii"  an- 
swer, which  is  also  al)sent  from  the  volnme  of  the  Ar- 
chives, can  1)(!  j^fathered  from  tlie  following  extract  of 
tlie  minutes  of  theii-  meetings  to  be  found  in  the  Ar- 
cliives: 

"Dec.  iJd,  1762. 
"Tlicir  Lordships,  uimmi  ('onsi(l(>ration  of  Mr.  Belclier's  letter  of 
2ftt)»  October.  1T(5',».  whieli  relates  to  the  reriioval  of  ttie  Acadians, 
are  of  opinion  that  tiiis  measure  and  the  future  diHiM)sition  of  these 
Aeadians  is  entirely  within  tlie  department  of  the  S»>eretary  of 
State.  Their  Lordships,  howtncr.  cnuld  nvf  hut  be  of  o|)iinoii, 
lliat.  finirrrrr  cvimlicnt  it  Diiqlit  linrc  been  to  liiive  removed  Itie 
Acjidians  at  a  time  when  the  enterprises  of  the  enemy  threatened 
diin^ei'  to  tlie  Province,  yet.  <ix  tlitil  ilmn/cr  is  noir  orrr  ;ind  hos- 
tilities lictwccn  the  two  nations  have  ceased,  it  was  iicitlifr  in'ccft- 
.sttri/  iKir  inilitir  to  remove  them,  as  they  niif^ht.  b>/ a  pvopr,-  dis- 
ftoKifimi.  jjiomote  the  interest  of  the  colony,  and  he  made  useful 
int'mhi  IS  of  society,  aureeahlc  to  what  appear  to  l)e  tin'  sent  intents 
of  (leneral  Amherst  /(;  liin  letter  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor." 

The  castigation  was   seveie  and  vigorously  aj)j)lied. 
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M«)H'ov«!r,  \v«'  au'  U'd  to  uiHh'istiiinI  tliut  n«'loht'r  (li>- 
loi'tcd  llir  lufiiniiig  of  tliiit  letter  oi'  (iciicnil  Ani)uMst 
I'loin  \vlii(;li  in!  |)i('t('iMl(Ml  to  set'k  sujUMU't.  This  wfts 
not  tlio  linu!  nor  the  pliUM^  for  tlu^  Lords  of  Tnido  to 
t'Xpruss  an  oj)inioii  on  the  lirst  {^reiit  (h'tiortiitiori  of 
M-'tf) ;  bnt  the  Iiin^Mui^e  in  whirh  they  allu(K!  to  it  seems 
to  ini[>ly  (>on(h>niii)itioii. 

As  I  gather  from  the  al)ove  minutes  of  j)roeee«liMgs, 
the  matter  was  (K'emefl  too  important  for  tlie  Isolds  of 
'I'rade  to  adjudicate  upon.  liehher's  conduct  was  to  he 
jiidtjed  hy  th(!  SecM'etary  of  Stat»-  himself;  hut,  so  stupid 
and  (Mind  di<l  it  appear  to  them,  that  they  could  not 
refrain  from  expressing  an  opinion.  It  follows,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  that  the;  Secretary  of  State;  wiotr-  to 
Behduu' on  the  suhject.  It  is  hut  rcMisonahle  to  suppose 
that  his  hlanu!  was  still  more  severe,  Hn<l,  likely,  it  eon- 
tiiined  his  dismissal,  for,  shortly  aft'U",  Hchdiei-  was 
removed  fiom  oflice.  Where  is  this  letter?  Why  is  it 
not  in  the  volume  of  Archives'/  It  woiddhe  om;  of  the 
most  important  in  the;  whole  volume,  just,  as  miudi  so  as 
the  letter  of  the  Lords  of  Trad(j  to  Belclier  reoitinjj 
Lawrence's  many  misdeeds,  the  same  also  omitted  from 
that  volume.* 

The  se(|uenee  of  events  just  related  is  fairly  orderl}- 
and  clear:  hiu  it  w(»uld  he  a  mistake  to  suppose  t,hat 
theCompihir  of  ilu^  volume  of  the  Archives  has  followed 
the  order  1  liav(!  adopted.  On  the  contrary,  to  dis- 
entaiijih?  this  (;onf»ised  par!  of  tli(>  Archives  rc(|uircd  an 
amount  of  patience  which  im  one  else  a,j»pears  tf)  have 
hi'ougiit  to  hear  upon  it.  ]''rom  tin;  end  of  1750  to 
170-1,  the  paj)ers  are  jumhlccl  totrother  without  oider  of 
dates  or  even  of  yeai's.  and  great  [tains  arc;  nec<led  to 
♦To  bo  found  at  jjugc  142,  Chiijit.-r  XXXII.,  >>t  this  l.uok. 
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reconstitute  tlic  iiiiiiiiiil  coniu'ction  of  ilic  facts.  This 
disorder  is  iiifxpliciiblt.*,  unless  it  he  tin;  result  <>l' 
(lesiyii. 

On  a  close  and  ])itiless  examination  of  all  flic  inci- 
dents of  the  su(;cessive  Acadian  expulsions,  some  ol'  tlic 
l)liinie  iniL;lit  be  made  to  icst  with  those  who  held  in 
tlieii'  hands  the  destinies  of  Kngland ;  but  there  are  two 
considerations  that  almost  completel}'  save  the  honor 
of  the  Home  (Jovernment.  One  is  tlie  system  of  mis- 
representation begun  by  Lawrence  and  continued  by 
Helelier  and  others  ;  tliis  was  a  cons}»iracy  of  cahimny 
and  opportune  silence,  the  ver}'  existence  of  which  was 
most  pi'obably  not  suspected  in  England.  The  other  is 
tlie  bieakiiif'  out  of  the  wai',  which  was  already  ccitain 
when  first  the  Lords  of  Trade  leaiiied  of  the  de[)orta- 
tion,  and  which  absorbed  all  other  i-oncerns  of  what 
seemed  to  them  minor  imjKn-tance.  Sony  as  tins  com- 
fort is  foi'  those  who  have  suffered  so  much,  the  de- 
si'cndants  of  the  exiled  Aeadians  will  welcome  it  as  a 
solace  in  their  misfoi'tuiu\ 

If  audacity  often  triuiniilis.  if  nothing  succeeds  like 
success,  conversely,  nothing  fails  liki;  failure.  P»elcher"s 
uscfidness  was  gone.  lie  was  rc[)laced.  soon  after  his 
liasco.  by  that  same  W'ilniol  whom  the  Rev.  Hugh 
(Jraham  called  a  pour  h>nl.  and  who  '■  onca;  upon  a  ti'.ne" 
paid  the  bounty  ioi'  twenty-live  Acadian  scal[)s,  saying 
"  thai  the  law  might  be  strained  aiifl  that  there  was  a 
ncce-^sitv  lor  wiidciny'  at  these  thinos."" 

Tliis  was  drifting  from  bad  to  worse.  Opportunities 
I'd)'  wholesale  spoliation  are  like  revolution:  they  thi'ow 
up  to  the  surface  hidef)us  monsters  of  LTi'ecd.  hun<rrv 
jackals  liaidcering  for  their  prey. 

liefore  takiucf  leave  of  Helcher  I  will  relate  another 


SOME   ACADIANS   NOT   YET    FERRETED   OUT.      oO') 

incident  of  his  administration,  and  it  is  a  new  inicjuity. 
Among  the  poiverfvl  rensonx  he  hiid  before  tho  Lords  of 
Trade  to  obtain  leave  to  deport  the  Acadians,  there  wa.-^ 
one  on  which  he  insisted  strongly-  as  an  unansweral)Ie 
proof  of  their  evil  dispositions: 

'■  I  bfg  It'iivi'  to  rcinark  further,  that  none  of  the  Acadians  have 
ever  made  vohmlaiy  sabiuissioii.  hut  on  the  contrary,  their  wants 
and  terrors  only  have  reihieed  tliein  t«»  it.  of  whidi  thm'  is  an  /»- 
HtfViic  from  some  of  thf^m  rjmaininu;  at  the  viliaiip  of  Ste.  Anne  on 
the  St,  John's  River,  to  the  amount  of  forty,  who  have  yet  made  no 
offers  of  surrender," 

This  was  trne :  these  few  families  had  not  given 
themselves  np.  They  had  preferred — horrible  to  re- 
late— their  freedom  with  the  wretched  and  precarious 
existence  it  entailed  to  a  submission  that  woidd  mean 
imprisonment  and  dei)ortation.  This  was  their  crime. 
The  remoteness  of  their  retreat  shielded  them  from 
persecution  long  enough  to  enable  them  to  await  the 
peace-making  orders  of  the  Lords  of  Trade  ;  J)ut,  in  the 
mean  time,  the  lands  they  occupied  had  been  included 
in  the  numerous  grants  that  were  being  bestowed  ever}'- 
where  :  their  clearings  had  whetted  the  y^reed  of  the 
covetous,  and  the  harvest  was  about  to  be  gathered  in. 
Belcher  notilied  them  to  quit  immediately  the  lands 
they  occupied.  Here  is  their  reply,  which  gives  us  an 
insight  into  the  facts  of  the  case  and  the  dispositions  of 
these  [)eople.  The  tone  of  this  1  iter  is  certainly  not 
th.reatening  nor  even  rebellious,  though  the  order  of 
banishment  was  so  unjust  and  so  cruel : 

"We  have  received  with  respect  the  orders  which  tlie  Commanchint 

of  Fort  Frederick  publislied  to  ii-^  in  your  name  to  evacuate  tlie  River 

St,  John.      We  woiUd  liave  obeyed  these  onh'rs  immediately,  had  we 

not   liojjcd  that,  tlirouuli  compassion  for  our  past  misfortunes,  you 
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would  deign  to  spaio  us  now  ones.  In  truth,  sir,  we  wero  bosinniiig 
to  issue  out  of  tliR  awful  calamity  to  which  war  had  roduc»'<l  us;  the 
ai>i)<'araucos  of  an  abundant  harvest  promised  us  provisions  for  the 
ensuini;  year.  If  you  absolutely  order  us  to  depart  before  the  harvest, 
most  of  us  being  without  money,  without  provisions,  we  shiill  be 
otilined  to  live  after  the  manner  of  the  savages  wandering  hither  and 
thither;  on  the  contrary,  <7"vo»  «'•'>"'  uh  to  pttnH  the  lointer  in  order 
to  dry  our  grain,  we  shall  be  in  a  fit  state  to  till  new  Imids  I'^herever 
yon  irill  order  tin  to  withdraw  to.  Your  sagacious  minds  enal)le  you 
to  uudertand  that  a  husbandman  who  settles  on  hitherto  uncultivated 
soil  without  provisions  for  a  year,  can  only  become  a  poor  creature 
useless  to  the  government  under  which  he  lives.  We  hope,  sir,  that 
you  will  havt*  the  goodness  to  grant  us  a  priest  of  our  religion  ;  this 
will  make  us  bear  with  jiatience  the  hardships  inseparable  from  such 
a  migration.  We  await  yourtinal  orders  on  this  subject,  and  we  have 
the  honor  to  be  with  all  possible  respect  and  submission,  sir. 
Your  most  hinnble  and  obedient  servants, 

TuK  Iniiabitaxts  ok  Tiiii  lUvEJt  St.  Joiix. 
[licceived  August  8th,  170:5.] 


This  petition  is  not  in  the  volume  of  the  Archives. 
Brown,  wlio  never  let  himself  be  swiiyed  by  mean  mo- 
tives, found  it  important  enoui^h  to  give  it  a  place  in 
liis  manuscript.  There  is  a  flavor  of  artlessness  about 
tliis  letter  that  is  not  devoid  of  charm ;  at  any  rate  it 
was  not  written  by  a  priest,  since  it  asked  for  a  priest. 
Their  principtil  i-equest — to  reap  what  they  had  sown — 
was  not  uiu'easonable,  especially  as  the  season  for  har- 
vesting was  at  liand. 

We  know  that  they  had  to  quit  the  country  ;  but  we 
do  not  know  if  they  were  allowed  to  enjoy  their  harvest. 
We  trust  they  were.*  We  should  like  to  believe  that 
Lawrence,  Belcher,  and  their  henchmen  were  not  all  so 
utterly  wicked  as  to  delight  in  the  mere  infliction  of 


*  I  have  since  discovered  that  this  respectful  and  submissive  letter  was 
judged  impertiueut.  This  unwarrantable  displ  jasuro  leaves  little  room 
for  doubt  as  to  tlie  rejection  of  all  their  requests,  iucluding  the  request  to 
talio  away  the  harvest. 
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useless  pain,  liiit  a  man's  better  self  is  often  stifled  by 
j)rejn(li('(',  i)articnlarly  if  lie  serve  an  unprincipled  mas- 
ter skilful  enouuh  to  <nve  liim  a  sliare  in  his  shameful 
speeulations.  In  such  eases  a  man  sinks  to  the  Icvcd  of 
the  brute,  and  foij^els  everj-thinq'  but  the  <,dutting  of  his 
grosser  appetites.  The  ties  of  kinship  biokcn,  Ihe  teal's 
.sIumI,  the  sighs  and  suffeiings  of  all  kinds  Avhich  he  pro- 
vokes, all  these  are  nothing;  he  sees  nothing,  feels 
nothing  :  his  mind  is  filled  with  the  absorbing  thought 
of  the  dainty  morsel  dan<din;;  before  his  mental  vision. 

In  this,  as  in  a  nutshell,  lies  this  whole  historical 
question.  This  lost  chapt(.'r  is  rooted  in  j>rivat(i  greed. 
I'ublic  interest  had nothint;  to  do  with  it  from  be<nnnin£j 
to  end.  Nor  had  national  animosity  any  decisive  bear- 
ing on  it.  'I'rue,  some  Acadians  at  one  time  harassed 
the  Hrilisji  troops  ;  but  that  was  after  the  fu'st  di'porta- 
tiou  and  before  the  fall  of  Quebec,  when,  hunted  and 
hari-ied  like  wild  beasts,  they  were  exaspeiated  and 
sought  revenge  for  ':he  inicpiitous  and  inhuman  [»erse- 
cution  they  had  suffered ;  and  such  isolated  cases  do 
not  touch  the  true  motive  of  this  persecution:  private 
greed  ;  a  motive  which  none  but  the  thoughtless  or  the 
mentally  obtuse  can  gainsay. 

In  the  minutes  of  the  Halifax  Council  we  find  the 
following,  one  of  the  last  oHicial  acts  of  Belcher's  ad- 
ministration :  ''  The  ].,ieutenant-r^overnor  acquainted 
the  Council  that  he  had  the  opinion  of  the  Lords  of 
Trade  airainst  the  creneral  removal  of  the  Acadians 
from  this  Province."  This  declaration,  it  is  easy  to 
surmise,  was  forced  on  I>elcher  by  the  instructions  con- 
tained in  the  letter  which  the  Compiler  lias  omitted. 
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CHAPTER  XLI. 

Colonel  ^lontasno  AViiinot's  adniinistration.  1704-17f><) — The  Lords 
of  Tratle's  (■ariu'sttMHloavortoin-ocurfasctth'niciit  for  llif  Acadiuiis 
in  the  I'l-ovinoo  or  nuiuliljorini;  colonics  tlnvarlcd  by  Wilniot  — 
lie  is  afraid  tlii'v  will  conic  liack.  and  wants  tlicni  to  he  sent  to 
troiiical  climates — lie  forces  them  to  that  course  thronuh  i)ersecn- 
tions  and  dis^nst — His  object  made  clear  by  his  own  letters — His 
death  at  Halifax. 

I'P  would  be  natural  to  suppose  that  tlie  blame  iroiu  the 
Home  authorities  and  Jieleher's  dismissal  would  pnt  an 
end  to  the  persecutions  the  Acadians  had  been  unceas- 
ingly suhjectod  to  since  IToo.  hi  spite  of  his  many  en- 
treaties, lU'lcher  had  no  motive  that  could  be  understood 
and  accepted  by  Anduust  and  the  Lords  of  'J'rade,  for 
Ihey  knew  full  well  that  no  possiltle  danger  could  be 
apprehended  fiom  [jcople  situated  as  they  were,  had 
they  been  so  dis[)osed,  since  Ca[)e  Breton,  Prince  Ed- 
ward Island  and  Canada  had  long  ago  been  conquered 
and  the  French  driven  out  from  the  continent.  But 
the  end  was  not  yet.  Wilmot  was,  if  anything,  worse 
than  P)clcher. 

In  his  instructions  to  Wilmot,  at  the  opening  of  his 
administration.  Lord  TLalifax  enjoined  on  him  to  prevent 
l\v  every  lawful  means  the  departure  of  the  Acadians, 
and  to  let  them  settle  wherever  they  pleased  in  tlie 
British  dominions.     It  would  seem  that  such  a  positive 
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order,  foUowiiii;-  flo.sely  oii  lit^hlu.'r's  (lismissul  foi-  dis- 
obedience, would  effccluidly  imt  iiii  end  to  lurtlier 
pei'secMilions  and  deportations;  Imt,  wlun'evei-  {>ri',ate 
interest  and  ^recMl  aic  ixtweit'uliy  stimulated,  and 
wherever  tlie  (■ontrollin^•  authority  is  distant,  soul- 
less men  in  Wilmot's  i)osition  will  always  lind  a  way 
to  hallle  that  authority. 

Taught  hy  ex[)eiiene(!,  lie  aj)plitMl  himself  to  tinding 
some  means  whereby  Ik;  mii;ht  reali/.c  the  same  puipose 
without,  however,  seeniinn'  to  oppost;  so  directly  the 
elearl}' exi)ressed  views  of  the  Lords  oi"  Trade.  He 
had  been  too  much  niixeil  uj)  with  thesi;  intrinut's  not 
to  have  many  interests  in  eonnnon  with  llelcher  and 
his  Council.  He  a[)pears  to  have  had  his  sliart^  of  the 
Acadiaiis'  lands;  at  any  rat(!  the  path  of  spoliation  was 
jilainly  trodden  for  him  by  his  former  j^-overnor  ami  his 
friends,  and  now  his  own  hin'li  position  t^-ave  him  his  op- 
portunity. In  fact  we  know  that,  soon  after  his  installa- 
tion, a  laiire  i^n'ant  of  land  was  made  to  Sir  Robert 
Wilmot  and  another  t(»  Lady  Ann  Wilmot,  doul)tless 
relatives  of  liis.  \'eiy  likely.  Wilmot  surj»assed  both 
liawrence  and  I^ehher  in  the  art  of  annexintf  landed 
propeity.  "•In  closing  the  outline  of  the  year  ITO.")."' 
says  Murdot-h  in  the  memorable  words  already  quoted, 
'•  and  reflecting  on  the  very  large  land  grants,  sanctioned 
by  (ioveinor  Wilmot  ....  I  cannot  help  thinking  it 
an  Ki/It/  year." 

Wilmot  was  becoming  more  and  more  im])Ued  with 
the  motives  that  actuated  Belcher  and  his  Council. 
Like  them,  he  feared  that  the  Acadians,  as  lu'  said, 
^'' irouhl  (ibvifi/x  Kt'r/c  to  ri'poi<Hes:K  tJwIr  lionlx."  In  an 
address  he  says  :  '•  That  these  people,  seeing  the  English 
daily  in  possession  and  enjoyment  of  the  lands  formerly 
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occupied  by  tliem,  will  forever  regret  their  loss  ;  tniid 
consequently  ivill  lay  hold  of  every  opportunity  for  re- 
f/ainiiiy  themy 

For  a  man  in  his  position  it  was  an  easy  matter  to 
reach  his  end  without  incuiTing  reproach  or  giving  an 
inkling  of  his  motives.  He  alone  controlled  all  corre- 
spondence with  the  liOrds  of  Trade  or  the  Secretary  of 
State.  He  could  easily  put  off  that  settlement  of  the 
Acadians  which  the  former  seemed  to  desire.  By  dint 
of  procrastination  and  by  representing  this  ultimate  set- 
tlement as  uncertain,  he  could  disgust  the  Acadians, 
make  them  loathe  the  country  and  thus  provoke  their 
voluntary  exile.  And  this  is  precisely  what  he  suc- 
ceeded in  doint;. 

"  One  shudders,'"  says  an  historian,  "  at  the  thought 
of  the  fate  of  these  unfortunate  people.  Eiglit  years 
liad  elapsed  since  they  had  been  snatched  from  their 
rich  and  peaceful  homes ;  and,  after  enduring  so  nuicli 
suffering  and  fatigue  in  returning  thither,  they  find 
themselves  carried  off  again,  dragged  fiom  prison  to 
prison,  deported  a  second  time,  and  finally  brought 
back  to  Ije  reduced  to  the  condition  of  outcasts  among 
their  oppressors." 

The  war  had  now  been  virtually  over  for  four  years, 
France  had  lost  her  American  colonies,  a  definitive  treaty 
of  peace  had  been  signed ;  all  intercourse  between  the 
French  and  the  Acadians,  if  indeed  there  ever  had  been 
reason  to  dread  such  intercourse,  had  become  impos- 
sible ;  tlie  Acadians  had  been  decimated  by  grief,  want, 
and  disease,  they  formed  in  all  a  wretched  group  of 
some  1,800  persons,*  five-sixths  of  w^hom  were  women 


*  Memorandum  communicated  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  by  Wilmot,  the  22d 
of  March,  1764: 
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and  cliildrun ;  most  of  them  were  at  Halifax  itself, 
prisoners  or  under  surveillance ;  tiiey  had  •  no  money, 
no  arms,  no  means  of  getting  any  had  they  so  wished. 
Under  such  circumstances  tluur  only  ol)jt;ct  could  have 
been  to  live  in  peace  in  order  to  escape  fresh  misfor- 
tunes. Can  any  pei-son  in  liis  senses  believe  that  those 
who  pretended  to  fear  for  the  peace  of  the  country  be- 
cause of  these  outcasts  were  in  good  faith?  The  ques- 
tion answers  itself.  To  insist  upon  so  obvious  a  reply 
■were  an  insult  to  the  reader.  Hut,  if  the  alarmists 
were  not  honest,  then  they  had  some  hidden  motive,  as 
I  have  attempted  to  prove. 

In  truth,  the  Acadians  were  discontented,  and  very 
much  so.  Thcv  could  see  no  reason  for  this  relentless 
perseeution  (•linging  to  them  as  vultures  to  carrion. 
Yes;  they  were  (hilly  growing  desperate.  For  a  long 
time  thev  bore  their  trials  bravely,  hoping  that  circum- 
stances would  graduall}-  bring  their  persecutors  to  re- 
lent; but.  when  they  found  themselves  deported  anew, 
Avlien  they  saw  a  general  peace  concluded  and  yet 
nothing  coming  to  ensure  them  a  standing  in  the 
country  and  an  end  to  their  misfortunes,  they  protested 
with  energy,  declaring  that  they  would  not  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance,  that  they  wanted  to  quit  the  Prov- 
ince and  become  French  subjects.  Thay,  who  had  been 
so  anxious  to  leturn  to  their  dear  Acadia,  had  now  no 
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Number  of  families  of  Aeadiaas  still  remaining  in  tlio  Province : 

Number 
Families.  of  persons. 

At  Halifax  and  the  environs,  232  1,056 

At  King's  County,  Fort  Edward,  77  227 

Annapolis  Royal,  28  01 

Fort  Cumberland,  78  388 


Total,  405  1,762 

In  addition  to  the  above  there  are  300  souls  on  the  island  of  St.  John 
(P.  E.  I.). 
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other  desire  tliiin  to  get  out  of  it  as  soon  as  |Ki>siI»lc. 
Wiltnot  had  gained  his  point  in  a  rouiidahoiit  way. 

Here  let  us  go  l)a('k  a  little  and  se(>  how  In-  acted 
on  the  Lords  of  Trade  so  as  to  get  lid  of  the  Aca(Uans. 
J  do  not  intend  to  go  minutely  into  the  means  he  used 
to  frustrate  the  Il(»me  (lovernment's  kindly  wishes  with 
regard  to  the  Aeadians  ;  this  is  a  study  I  woidd  it'c- 
ommend  to  tliose  who  would  like  to  get  an  idea  of  all 
tlio  ]Maehiavelism  brought  to  hear  upon  this  design. 
The  authorities  in  Jvondon  sincei'ely  desired  that  perse- 
cution should  stop,  that  the  Aeadians  should  settle  iu 
the  Provinee ;  nay,  then  irhhcd  tliat  aU  h-jiltimatt'  means 
he  used  to  prevent  their  depitrture.  This  op[»osition 
between  their  views  and  Wilmot's  is  a  further  proof 
that  the  liritish  (Tovernment  had  no  part  in  tlu;  vari- 
ous deportations.  During  all  Wilmot's  administration, 
/.  c,  during  almost  three  years,  we  find,  on  the  one 
baud,  continual  reiteration  of  these  good  intentions, 
and,  on  the  othei',  constant  attempts  to  bal'lle  them  and 
to  provoke  the  dejiarture  of  the  Aeadians.  Oiu-c  moie, 
fairly  complete  success  crowned  the  efforts  of  the  local 
government.  Lawrence  had  succeeded  by  audacity, 
Wilmot  succeeded  by  astuteness. 

Directly  after  the  treaty  of  peace,  the  Aeadians,  see- 
ing tliat  this  had  brought  them  no  relief  and  that  they 
were  still  refused  an}'  settlement  in  the  Province,  wrote 
to  Monsieur  de  la  Ilochette,  secretary  of  the  Due  de 
Xivernois,  to  obtain  by  his  intervention  either  some 
improvement  iu  their  jiosition  in  the  Province,  or  some 
chance  of  settling  in  France  or  in  the  French  colonies. 
Informed  of  these  negotiations,  Loi-d  Halifax  remon- 
strated with  the  French  Government  and  instructed 
Wilmot  "  to  take  every  lawful  means  of  preventing  any 
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of  the  Acadiiins. /'/•"///  /'*'/////  r/inn/rsflnr/i/  irllhtli'dirn  from 


Ifix    MdJcxtjfH    (jormnih'Ht . 
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IJut, 


iiecossiiry  as  it  is,  on  the  one  liaiid,  to  put  u  slop  lo  iho 
.seduction  and  secret  removal  of  these  I  lis  Majesty's 
sul)jeets,  it  seems  hut  just  and  icasonahle,  on  the  other, 
that  eai'e  should   ht;   taken  to  />ri>ri<(r  jirnju'r  si'/l/inii'iilx 


for  fh 


on.  (IS    iniK 


Jl    fii    tlirii'    iitrti    xdllxj'iirl Idii     h-- 
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cOiiHisfcjif  ivlth  f/ic  pillilic  siij'i'fi/," 

This  shows  liow  [)aiiirnl  was  the  situation  in  whieli 
they  were  phieed.  On  oiu;  sidi^  the  authorities  of  Nova 
Scotia  would  not  idlow  them  to  settle,  would  iH»t  tol- 
erate tlieni  at  all ;  on   the  other,  they  were  prevented 
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takiuii'    refuse    on    French    territorv.      IJiit    Lord 


Halifax,  at  least,  wisely  understood  that,  llioun'h  their 
departure  for  Fi'ench  colonies  must  he  opjiosed,  yvt 
common  justice  re(piired  that  they  he  allowed  lo  s.ittlo 
wherever  they  chose  in  the  British  colonies,  ••consistently 
with  the  puhlic  safety." 

Wilmot  took  advantaj^e  of  this  last  phrase  to  con- 
tinue thwarting  their  attempts  at  settlement,  hoping 
that,  weary  of  the  long  delay  and  despairing  of  redress 
from  him,  they  would  go  away  of  their  own  accord,  and 
tliat  Acadia  would  thus  heconu!  hateful  to  all  those  who 
might  have  entertained  the  notion  of  returning  thither. 

His  first  step  in  this  direction  was  to  inform  the 
Lords  of  Trade  that  a  certain  James  Rohins,  then  in 
London,  liad  invited  the  vVcadians  to  go  to  Miianiicjii, 
whei'e  he  was  ahout  to  inaugurate  a  large  estahlishnieiit 
for  trade  and  iishery.  and  that  this  Kohins  prelemled  he 
had  the  King's  promise  of  a  grant  of  lands,  on  which  Ikj 
offered  liomesteads  to  the  Acadians.  Wilmot  hegged 
the  I^ords  of  Tr.ade  to  ohserv.;  that,  once  settled  in  that 
district,  the  Acadians  could  open    up  communicalions 
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with  Friinco  to  the  advantage  of  tliat  country  and  to 
the  injury  of  tlie  interests  of  His  Britannic  Majesty. 

To  any  one  Avho  remembers  that  the  war  had  been 
over  for  a  year,  and  tliat  Franco  owned  nothing  in 
America  except  two  wretched  little  islands  off  the  coast 
of  Newfoundland,  this  pretext  must  appear  frivolous. 
However,  Wilmot's  motives  are  most  clearly  expressed 
in  liis  letter  of  March  22d,  17«U: 

"  It  has  always  been  thfi  opinion  of  this  Government,  and  Is  at  this 
time,  tliat  the  settlement  of  them  in  the  Province,  is  inconsistent 
witli  t'le  safety  of  It.  .  .  .  If  settled  in  any  other  Province,  it 
slioiild  not  be  those  of  the  nc!;tlihor!n(/  Colonirs  a/  Ncin  Etnilanil, 
for,  1  conceive,  my  Lord,  that  their  vicinity  to  Xova  Scotia,  wonUl,  on 
all  occasions,  strongly  Indnce  them  to  be  activt;  in  disturJting  this 
Province,  from  (Ik;  fiiciHty  of  rfttiniln;/  into  it,  and  the  hojjes  that 
their  assistance  might  be  successfnl  in  rc(/alnin;j  (hnn  the  poHnetmion 
of  it.  ...  As  to  Canada,  tiiey  wonld  not  be  loell  treated  or 
happi/.  .  .  .  And,  a  ft  Canaila  borders  on  thin  Province,  I  don't 
apprehend  that  it  would  be  either  mife  for  un,  or  salinfactorjj  to 
them:' 

He  ends  by  advising  the  Government  to  authorize 
him  to  deport  them  to  the  West  Indies: 

"It  is  on  account  of  all  these  considerations,  that  I  have,  in  my 
two  former  letters,  oifered  to  Your  Lordships  the  measure  of  trans- 
porting them  to  some  of  the  West  India  islands.  There,  cut  off 
from  the  continent,  and  from,  all  hopes  of  7'eturnini';  they  would 
content  themselves  with  a  settlement." 

Lord  Halifax,  in  his  answer  of  June  9th,  1764,  reiter- 
ates his  wish  to  see  the  Acadians  settle  in  Nova  Scotia, 
"  2M  such  parts  of  your  Government  as  may  he  ac/reeahle 
to  themselves  consistent  with  the  public  peace  and  se- 
curity." 

The  good  intentions  of  the  Lords  of  Trade  were  to 
be  frustrated  once  more  by  Wilmot.     To  attain  his  end. 
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he  toiulured  the  Acadiiins  an  oath  that  was  an  insult  to 
their  religion,  and  offered  them  for  settlement  barren 
lands  scattered  here  and  there  in  the  interior  of  the 
Province.  He  would  not  allow  more  than  t«;n  or  lifteen 
families  at  most  to  settle  in  the  same  place,  and  more- 
over these  settlements  were  far  a[)art  from  each  other. 
This  isolation  and  osti'acism  paved  the  wa}-  to  their 
complete  extinction  ;  it  was  contrary  to  tlu;  injunctions 
of  Lord  Halifax,  who  wished  to  let  them  settle  "in 
such  parts  of  your  (Government  as  may  he  agreeahU'  to 
themselves."  Scattered  as  they  would  be  in  widely 
distant  groups,  tliey  could  not  get  priests  for  their 
s})iritual  needs  ;  the}'  would  lose  Iheir  languagt',  and 
perhaps  their  religion.  The  offer  was  unacceptable  for 
another  reason.  Could  they,  in  their  jiresent  state  of 
destitution,  bury  themselves  in  the  forest  and  begin  life 
anew  without  any  such  means  of  support  as  the  neigh- 
borl;"cJ  of  the  sea  would  have  afforded  them? 

In  this  situation  they  finally  understood  that  de- 
partuie  was  a  necessity,  and  they  undertook  it  with  a 
rush  that  was  irresistible.  One  hundred  and  fift}'  of 
them  near  Canso  ap[)lied  to  the  lo(>al  magistrate  for 
permission  to  leave  the  country.  In  spite  of  his  refusal 
tliey  departed  for  the  islands  of  St.  Pierre  and  Mi([ue- 
lon  ;  and  soon  afterwards  (!00  others  sailed  for  the  West 
Indies.  Wilmot  winked  at  their  preparations  for  de- 
piarture ;  it  was  just  what  he  Avanted  and  had  pur- 
posely provoked.  Listen  to  him  relating  these  incidents 
to  Lord  Halifax : 

"  I  had  the  honor  in  my  letter  of  the  0th  of  hist  month,  to  lay  he- 
fore  Your  Lordship  some  further  particulars  of  the  disposition  of  the 
Ai^adians,  after  the  oath  of  aUefjianre  had  been  tendered  to  them, 
juul  offers  of  a  settlement  in  this  country. 
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"  Sliirv  thill   tillir,   IK)  IrilSOIlllhIc    plOpONlllH    l)L'lllJJ  ultlc    lo  llSili  <)||||> 

their  /.oal  tor  tlic  Kn'iicli,  iiiiil  iivtMsioii  to  tin*  KiikIImIi  (luvcriiiitcnt, 
limny  of  llii'in  soon  icsoIvimI  to  Ifuvi^  this  I'roviiict'  ;  and  liaviiiL;  liin'd 
vt'ssi'ls  ill  llu'ir  own  ••xiumisc,  six  liiMidnil  persons,  inrUulinn  woiucii 
and  cldldrcn,  dt'piirli'd  within  tht'so  three  weeks  for  the  Freneli  West 
Indies,  And.  iiIi1iom;;Ii  tiiey  had  m-hiln  (irrinintH.  Ihul  Unit  rlhimti' 
liinl  tivrn  J'lltill  til  III!'  lin  s  nl'  sm  luil  nf  tlii'if  riiiiiil.ri/iiii  n.  wlio  liad 
j{one  liiere  lately  from  (JeorKia  and  Carolina.  Ilnir  n  suhillnii  ims  not. 
Ill  hf  s/iiikiii,  anil,  the  n  iiiiilinlir  of  tiieni.  anioiinlint^  to  as  many 
mure,  in  ditferenl  parts  of  the  Province,  liorr  Ihx  name  i(ijsliii<i(ii>ii  in 
ri<  II'."' 

After  emiinerating  viuious  reasons  wliicli  iiiakt-  liliii 
coiisider  this  exodus  au  advantago  fur  tlio  PruviiKi",  Iio 
add.s: 


I. 


"All   those   reasons     induced    the   dminrU,   iit    irhlrh    l.i.nl  Cnl- 
rillf,   ///«   Miijr.sti/'s  lliiir  Ailniirnl  asxistnl,  to  he  uiiaiiiinoii«l>  of 
opinion     that    they   should     he    al   fidl     liherty   to    depart.    .    .   . 
Their  settlement  in  the  West  indies  removes  them  far  from  ii«..  and, 

^A.   ,       lis  t  lint,   ciliualM.iiL.ULUtliil  to  tlir  imtlrrs   uf  .\iirlhirii  rmiiil  rii  s,  tho. 

■^  French  will    not  be  likely  to  gain   any  consideralih'  advantai;e  from 

them." 

The  inea.suie  of  iniquity  must  have  been  full  to  over- 
flowing, whoti  it  .so  exasjierated  the  Acadiaiis  as  to 
iin[tel  them  to  forsake  their  country,  the  liome  of  their 
forefathers  during  live  or  six  generations,  in  order  to 
brave  once  more  the  dangers  of  the  sea  and  seek  an 
asylum  in  some  far-off  island,  where  the  climate,  they 
knew,  had  already  killed  their  relatives  and  would,  no 
doubt,  ao'ain  decimate  their  families.  Of  this  Wilmot 
was  well  aware ;  three  different  times  lie  had  advised 
that  they  be  deported  to  those  fatal  islands,  and,  having, 
by  his  remonstrances,  prevented  their  migration  to  Mira- 
niichi,  to  Canada,  or  even  to  New  England,  in  fact  to 
any  place  whence  it  seemed  to  him  possible  they  might 
return,  he  had  prepared  the  present  issue.     ^Ve  liave 


TAKINC    SIlKhTKU    HKIIINU    LOUD  COLVII.M:.       :'.1T 

seen  how  lie  liyiMK-rilirally  told  tlu!  Lords  of  'I'liidf 
"tlial  ill  Ciuiiiilii  iIk'  Afiidiaiis  would  not  lie  ii'tll  trmtnl 
}!•>>'  /"'/'/'//•'  And  yv\  do  we  not  now  sec,  tVoni  tlu' 
Ictti'i"  jiisl  (|n()tcd,  how  lu!  ('cannot  hidi;  iVoni  the  Loi'ds 
ol'  'rradf  the  drlii^dit  \w  i-xiior'nMiccs  at  the  thought  that 
tlu'  Wfst  India,  clinjiitc  will  ho  niDt'tttl  to  tlu-ni  ? 

'lilt'  Ilonu;  aiithoiitics  ciinicstly  desired  to  offt'i' the 
Aeadians  all  the  various  alternatives  tlit-y  niiohl  wish. 
exf'Opt  that  of  settlinj.;'  on  I'^iciich  teivitory;  Wilnmt 
ottered  theni  none.  Neither  Nova  Scotia,  the  New 
Knghiiid  provinces,  noi'  Canada  .suited  liini.  In  I'l 
these  phuMis  they  would  or  eould  conn;  hai'k 
possibly,  by  pressing  their  elainis,  endanger  for  htm 
and  his  a(.'conij)liees  the  (piiet  enjoynieut  of  their  .spoii.>. 
To  make  the  Aeadians  and  himself  happy,  they  had  to 
go.inddie  in  the  West  Indies.  This  was  the  only  course; 
left  to  them.  So  much  perversity  is  hardly  eredihle,  and 
I  would  have  hesitated  to  believe  and  record  it,  hail  it 
not  been  clearly  and  unmistakably  .stated  in  Wilmot's 
own  letters. 

Surmising  that  thi.s  exodus  would  not  be  relished  by 
the  Lords  of  Trade,  he  imitated  Lawrence,  who  sheltered 
himself  under  IJoscawen's  name.  Wilniot  invoked  the 
opinion  of  Lord  Colville.  lUit  the  noble  loid  was 
interested  in  the  departure  of  the  Acadian.s,  .since,  as 
we  have  seen  in  a  preceding  chapter,  he  also  had  a 
grant  of  their  land.s.  Thus  we  have  ever  the  same 
underhand  methods  with  the  .same  result. 

This  was  the  last  act  of  that  comedy  which  Lawrence, 
Belcher  and  Wilmot  bad  been  playing  before  the  Lords 
of  Trade  for  .almost  ten  years.  To  prove  conclusively 
that  it  was  a  comedy,  with  no  evidence  other  than  the 
garbled   correspondence  of  the  parties  most  interested 
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in  concealing  their  motives  from  the  Lords  of  Trade, 
might  seem  an  astonishing  achievement,  were  it  not 
that  facts  liave  an  eloquence  of  tlieir  own  and  that  the 
most  cunning  tricksters  occasionally  hetray  their  secret 
thoughts.  As  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  themsidves,  taken 
up  as  they  were  with  a  multitude  of  other  knotty 
questions,  the}^  may  have  failed  to  discern  the  plot  of  this 
comedy.  Very  likely  they  were  not  aware,  at  the  time, 
of  the  way  the  lands  of  the  Acadians  liad  been  divided 
up  among  the  chief  actors.  The  very  sources  of  all 
their  available  information  were  poisoned.  The  Aca- 
dians were  continually  depicted  to  them  as  dangerous 
creatures,  ever  plotting  against  the  security  of  the  State. 
Not  being  informed  of  the  schemes  and  real  purposes  of 
their  representatives,  could  they  refuse  to  believe  that 
the  statements  of  the  latter  were  made  in  the  interest 
of  the  public  ?  And  3'et,  despite  the  constant  affirma- 
tions and  subterfuges  of  the  Governors,  did  not  the 
Lords  of  Trade  ever  show  a  leaning  to  opposite  meas- 
ures more  conformable  to  humanity  and  justice  ?  No 
doubt  it  does  seem  as  if  no  great  sagacity  was  needed 
to  detect  premeditated  deceit  and  ill-disguised  cruelty 
in  Wilmot ;  but  perhaps  Lord  Halifax  was  too  high- 
minded  and  conscientious  himself  to  suspect  him  of 
such  infamous  projects. 

By  a  strange  coincidence  of  fate,  Wilmot,  who 
chuckled  over  the  idea  that  the  climate  of  the  West 
Indies  would  kill  the  Acadians,  requested  leave  of 
absence,  a  year  after  their  departure,  to  restore  his  own 
health  endangered  by  the  climate.  "  The  cold  winters 
of  these  Northern  parts  of  America,^''  he  wrote,  "  have  so 
much  increased  the  gout  which  afflicts  me  that  my  friends 
and   the   physicians  assure   me   that  I  cannot  survive 
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anotJier  winter  in  this  country"  Like  Lawrence  and 
Boscawen  he  was  not  long  allowed  to  enjoy  the  fruit  of 
his  iniquity ;  seventeen  days  after  the  date  of  this  letter 
he  expired,  even  before  he  could  leave  the  climate  that 
was  killing  him. 
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CHAPTER  XLII. 

Michael  Franklin's  long  and  fruitful  administration  (1766-1776)— 
He  does  all  in  his  power  to  carry  out  tlie  wishes  of  tiie  Home 
Authorities  and  to  alleviate  the  distress  of  tlie  Acadians — Tliey 
settle  wlierever  they  please,  at  Prospect,  Chezetcook.Isle  Madame, 
Memramcook  and  other  places — Tlu'  d'Entremonts  are  restored 
to  their  former  lands  at  Cape  Sable — A  party  of  800  gather  at 
Boston  and  settle  mostly  at  Bale  '-"t  Marie. 

At  Wilniot's  death,  in  tho  whole  extent  of  the  Mari- 
time Provinces,  there  remained  only  some  fifteen  hun- 
dred or  two  thousand  Acadians.  After  eleven  years  of 
a  persecution  unprecedented  in  history,  this  was  the 
only  remnant  of  a  population  of  18,000  souls.  If  any 
of  them  had  for  a  brief  space  cherished  the  hope  that 
they  might  repossess  their  lands,  their  treatment  b}'- 
Lawrence,  Helcher,  and  Wilmot  must  have  convinced 
them  that  this  hope  was  groundless  ;  for  we  hear  of  no 
such  claim.  The  spoilers  had  no  longer  ar.ything  to 
fear:  the  abject  miseiy  to  which  the  scatie-f^cl  "  -^lics  of 
tjiis  people  were  reduced,  together  with  the  lo)  -'  series 
of  disappointments  they  had  gone  t!:iougli,  made  the 
interests  of  their  oppressors  sufficiently'  secure. 

Michael  Franklin,  who  succeeded  Wilmoc,  was  as 
kind  to  thci  Acadians  as  the  latter  had  been  cruel  to 
them.  11  is  Vvhole  administration  shows  that  he  made 
special  efforts  to  alleviate  their  sufferings  and  to  make 
them  forget  the  wrongs  they  had  endured.  To  be  sure, 
the  Home  (fovemment's  positive  instructions  were  to 
that  effect ;  but  "iie  seems,  in  all  liii:-  words  and  deeds. 
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to  have  acted  in  ()l)e(lieiice  latlier  to  the  impulse  of  his 
kindly  nature  than  to  the  orders  of  his  su^jeriors.  We 
may  also  note,  hy  the  way,  how  the  Lords  of  Trade 
appear  full  of  justice  and  good-will  as  soon  as  they 
cease  to  be  deceived  by  inteiested  misrepresentation. 

"  His  Majesty."  Lord  Hillsboroiigli  writes  to  Franklin,  '•  was  s<. 
well  pleased  to  Hiid  by  your  letter  tliat  the  Acadiaiis  are  so  well 
disposed:  tliis  disi)osition  should  be  encouraged  by  holding  out 
every  advantage  that  cim  be  given  to  them  cotisistent  with  jniblic 
safetj'',  and  therefore  you  will  not  fail  to  give  them  the  fullest 
assurances  of  His  Majesty's  favor  and  protection.  .  .  .  His  Majesty 
considers  with  fendeniess  and  attention  tiie  situation  of  those  who 
have  made  settlements  in  Cape  Breton  under  the  protection  of 
teniiK)rary  licenses  from  the  Cxovernnient  of  Nova  Scotia." 

All  subsequent  letters  of  the  Lords  of  Trade  are  in 
the  same  s[>irit.  which  also  permeates  Franklin's  insi  ruc- 
tions to  the  otficers  or  magistrates  of  the  Provinct;.  He 
writes  to  ('olonel  Denson  in  the  following  touching 
terms,  which  breathe  his  hunian.c  feelings  : 

"  Some  of  the  Acadians  who  reside  in  King's  County  and  at 
"Windsor,  have  informed  me  that  they  have  been  warned  to  train 
■with  the  other  militia,  which  they  conceive  as  a  hardship,  being 
unprovided  with  arms,  and  unable  to  pinx-hase  them  just  now, 
were  they  to  be  bought. 

"  I  am  therefore  to  desire  that  you  do  exempt  them  from  muster- 
ing or  training,  until  you  have  orders  to  the  contrary.  And  I  am 
further  to  signify  to  you.  that  it  is  the  King's  intention,  and  I  do 
expect,  they  be  treated  urith  all  ponHihle  mildness  and  tevdeniesn 
upon  every  occasion." 

Why  this  complete  change  of  manner?  How  comes 
it  that,  under  Lawrence,  Belcher,  and  Wilmot,  we  hear 
nothing  but  complaints  and  fears,  wherea.s  now  all  is 
peace  and  contentment?  What  had  happened ?  Noth- 
ing, save  that  a  new  governor,  full  of  kindliness,  had 
21 
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succeeded  to  men  that  Lad  none,  to  governors  wlio,  for 
selfish  motives,  liad  purposely  misled  the  Lords  of 
Trade  and  worried  the  Acadians  in  every  way.  This 
accounts  adequately  for  the  change  :  falsehood  and 
ojipression  on  the  one  hand,  rectitude  and  kindness  on 
I.  tha  other.  The  Acadians  had  not  changed ;  but  the 
^  wise  and  considerate  administration  of  llopson  was 
revived  by  Franklin. 

From  the  foregoing  we  may  infer  that  the  British 
Government  was  now  fully  informed  of  the  injustice 
done  to  tlie  Acadians  and  of  the  motives  of  their  perse- 
cutoi-s.  Were  it  not  so,  those  touching  expressions  of 
tenderness  and  solicitude  on  Lord  Hillsborough's  part 
would  seem  out  of  place  in  an  ofhcial  communication. 
Of  course  I  do  not  advance  this  as  a  necessary  inference  ; 
but  there  is  cumulative  and  more  cogent  evidence  to 
support  it.  Many  incidents,  some  of  which  have  been 
mentioned  elsewhei'e  in  this  work,  show  that,  after  the 
j)eiU'e  of  1703,  public  opinion,  generally  speaking,  con- 
deinncd  the  dei)ortation.  We  have  seen,  for  instance, 
that  even  in  Lawrence's  time,  the  censure  of  the  citizens 
of  Halifax  was  sufficiently  pronounced  to  disquiet  him 
and  make  him  unbosom  himself  about  it  to  his  accom- 
plice lioscawen.  Such  a  proceeding  on  the  part  of  so 
bold  a  man,  Avho  at  that  very  time  was  manifesting  in  a 
thousand  wa3S  his  contempt  for  the  opinion  of  the  per- 
sons under  his  jurisdiction,  is  fraught  with  significance. 

So  long  as  the  war  lasted,  the  civilized  world  had  no 
leisure  to  examine  into  the  causes  and  incidents  of  this 
deportation ;  but  all  this  was  changed  when  minds 
became  calm  after  the  peace  of  1763.  Witnessing  the 
sufferings  of  these  exiles,  their  migrations,  their  vain 
attempts  to  find  their  lost  relatives,  and  to  get  back  to 
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their  old  home  or  make  a  new  one,  the  public  was 
moved  to  take  an  interest  in  their  fate.  Wherever  the 
lot  of  these  exiles  was  cast,  the  civilized  world  could 
bear  testimony  to  their  meekness  and  the  purit}'  of  their 
morals,  to  their  peaceable  and  laborious  habits.  The  dis- 
memberment of  their  families  jn-oved  to  all  observei-s 
that  the  dispersion  had  been  executed  with  cruelt}- ; 
people  were  astonished  that  persons  so  virtuous  could 
have  deserved  in  any  way  so  barbarous  a  punishment ; 
this  led  to  inquiries  into  the  character  of  I-,awrencet 
Belcher,  and  Wilmot,  and  soon  the  persuasion  grew 
that  a  great  crime  had  been  committed.  Outside  of  a 
small  group  at  Halifax,  condemnation  became  general. 
Students  of  history  sought  to  clear  up  the  mystery  by 
consulting  documents.  Meanwhile,  the  authors  of  the 
deportation,  or  their  sons,  who  either  had  the  care  of 
the  Archives  or  ea;sy  access  to  them,  became  alainied ; 
they  would  have  to  explain,  to  justif}'  themselves ; 
they  must  do  something  to  avoid  exposure,  to  lessen 
the  shame  and  obloquy  that  threatened  them.  Then 
began  that  withdrawal  of  documents  which  seems  to 
have  been  practised  at  intervals  for  a  long  time. 

Evidently  it  was  public  censure  that  jirovoked  these 
withdrawals  ;  else  we  should  have  to  suppose  that  the 
documents  were  suppressed  in  dread  of  future  dis- 
closures, and  this  would  be  a  still  more  convincing 
proof  of  guilt  and  shame. 

"  At  last,"  says  Rameau,  "  the  frightful  series  of  dis- 
asters which  had  befallen  the  Acadian  people  during 
eleven  years,  was  drawing  to  a  close.  After  having 
been  proscribed,  transported,  retransported,  plunged 
and  replunged  into  want  and  misery,  those  who  were 
left  in  Acadia  had  a  breathing  spell  amidst  the  ruins 
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uihI  deaths  Iiciiixm]  up  uroiiiid  tli(>iii.  .  .  .  ICacli  oiu; 
settled  as  l»es(  he  eonhl  in  the  phiee  where  late  had  east 
liini.  Thi;  [tiisoiiers  around  Halifax  hetoitk  th(Musel V(>s, 
some  to  l*it»s|>eet,  south  of  th«'  town,  oth(!rs  to  the?  north 
ill  Che/eleook,  most  of  them  to  tlu;  Straits  of  Canso  and 
to  th(>  Madame  islands  ;  others,  in  lines  tjatheriMl  loi^tjlher 
•on  the  IJaie  des  Chaletiis,  at  Ni|)isi<fny,  ("ara(|uetle  and 
'I'raeadie."  *  I'eihaps  the  most  fortmiiite  were  those 
Avho  estahlished  tliemselves  at  Mi'mrameook,  on  lands 
t'orinerly  oeenitieil  hy  them,  wluMc  they  eonid  take  ad- 
VJintai^e  of  eU'arinos  already  nttide.  Thoui^di  these  lands 
■\ver(>  still  nnoeeupied,  they  had  heen  Ljranted,  like  all 
tlu"  vi'st,  to  favoiites  of  the  L;dvernors  and  i-ouneillois. 
'I'hese  in  paitieular  had  lu'iui  j^iantiMl  to  I'^cdtuiek 
Wallet  Oesharres,  who  had  tlm  wise  foresiirjit  to  allow 
many  im[)rovements  to  lu!  madt;  hefore  assert iiiLj  his 
elaim.  llajipily  th(!  Aeadians  here,  nidiki'  thosi;  of  the 
St.  John  l\iver,  wen;  not  ohliu^ed  to  ijnit.  'Hiey  oh- 
stinatcly  «'lini«j^  to  the  soil,  and  iiltimati'ly  tlu'y  entered 
into  an  arranj^ement  allowing  tliem  to  kee])  tin;  lan<l  on 
paynu'iit  of  a  le;use.  Desbarres  was  satisfied  \vitl>  eulti- 
vatiuiif  another  property  that  liad  heen  ij^ranted  to  him 
at  Monoudy,  whore  later  on  lie  leased  to  the  Aiadians 
the  farms  which  they  had  owned  a  few  years  hefore. f 

AmoncT  tho  more  favored  were  some  families  called 
d'Kntiemont  of  (^ape  Sable;  they  were  not  only  re- 
instated in  their  possessions  but  provided  once  more 
with  ley;al  titles  to  their  property,  and  this  was  the 
iK'ginning  of  the  strong  Acadian  colony  that  lias  grown 
U})  there  since  that  time.     They  owed  this  favor  to  the 


•  Rameau  do  Sniut-Poro,  I'ne  Cntnuie  Frodolf,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  178,  184. 
t  This  Dosl>arres,  thu.s  euriclied,  aub-sequently  became  Ooveruor  of  Cajw 
Bretoc. 
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following'  iiicidfiil.  '  Altniil,  17<»"),  scvcriil  iiiciiiIm'Is  of 
lliis  raiiiily,  <l<'s<'<'ii(lri|  IKim  IIki  Miiciciit  l)iii<tii.s  (if  I'o- 
Immiicoii))  (  l'iil)iiic() ),  liiul  set  suil  I'loiii  liosioii  witii  tlic 
iiilciiliuii  dl"  tiikitit,'-  u|)  llicir  ;il)(»(l(!  in  (^nchci'.  Wlicii 
the}'  put  into  poll  ill  I  lalifiix,  llii  y  iiict  an  i-jiL^dish 
oiricLT  wlio  rtM'iiLfiii/.cfl  lliciii  and  warmly  wcIcoiihmI 
tluMii,  lH!CilllS(!  oiif  nl'  tlifin  liail  luinicily  saved  liis  lil'c. 
1 1(!  (Iis,siiad('(l  llit'ii.  IVoiii  sell liiit^  in  ( 'aiiada,  pi  :>iiiisin;^ 
to  <((!t  lli(!ir  piopcily  and  lillt-s  icsloicd  lo  tiiciii.  whicli 
]){',  snccccdfd  in  doiniL,'. 

"  When  peace  was  concluded  in  ITti^*  "  -I  am  (piolinu-, 
willi  sli^lil  uddilioiis  oi'  my  own,  IVoiii  IJamcaii  -oiil, 
ol'  iil)oiit  {>,!'>()()  Acadians  \s  lio  had  I)een  dejioiteil  to 
th(>  Cniled  Slates,  there  icmaincd  a,  litth;  more  than 
one  Italf.  ()rten  liad  tliey  in  vain  iMH-^cd  the;  aiilmii- 
lic's  to  allow  them  ti)  leave  the  place  of  their  exile; 
but,  alter  th(^  jxiacis  their  homeward  iiish  was  resist- 
less. I  )ivers  jrroiips  made  for  Canada,  where  lliey  set- 
tle(|,  soiiu!  at.  I'Acadie,  near  St.  John,  i*.  (^.,  others  at 
Saiiit-(ire!4()ire,  Nieol(;t  and  IW'eaneoiir,  in  the  District  of 
Three!  iJivers,  and  otlieis  at  Saint-.Iaccpies-rAchioan,  in 
all  <»r  which  places  they  formed  lich  and  prosjx'ioiis 
pjiiishes. 

Those;  who  had  not  been  able  to  join  tills  exodus,  met 
toGfetlier  three  years  later  in  th(;spii!i[(  of  176'),  at  I'xtslon, 
with  the  intention  of  wending  their  way  back  to  their  lost 
and  lamented  Acadia.  Theie  then  remaiiu'd  in  i"oreit,Mi 
lands  only  a  small  minority,  riveted  to  the  spot  by  iiilirm- 
ity  or  extreme  want.  We  must,  liow(;V(-'r,  exeuipt  thosij 
who  liad  been  deported  to  Maryland,  where  Uw.  presence 
of  Englisli  Catholics  and  of  a  few  priests  had  made  their 

*  CasKraiii,  I'llrrinitiji'  <ni  I'ln/.i  iT Ki-tinqfUne. 
f  Uiie  Oiloiiif  l-'f'iiiliilt',  Vol.  ii.,  [1.  IHf)  ft  se'/ij. 
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lot  loss  intolerable,  and  wliere  some  of  their  descendants 
nia}'  still  1)0  found.* 

"  Tlio  heroic  caravan  "  which  formed  in  Boston  and 
deteiinined  to  cross  the  forest  wilderness  of  Maine  on 
its  return  to  Acadia,  was  mad«f  up  of  about  800  persons. 
"On  fo(,t,  and  ;\lmost  without  provisions,  those  pil- 
grims Inaved  the  perils  and  fatigues  of  a  return  by 
land,  marching  up  the  coast  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy  as  far 
as  the  isthmus  of  Shediac,  across  000  miles  of  forests 
and  uninhabited  mountains ;  some  ])rognant  women  of 
this  pitiful  band  were  confined  on  the  wa}- ;  I  have 
known  some  of  the  sons  of  those  children  of  sorrow, 
who  told  me  this  story  as  tlu;y  had  it  from  thoir  fathers 
born  in  the  course  of  this  jjainful  journey. 

"No  one  will  ever  know  all  that  those  ui^fortunate 
people,  forsaken  and  forgotten  by  everybody,  ;;uff(!ied 
as  they  hewed  thoir  waj-  through  the  wilderness ;  the 
many  years  gone  by  have  long  since  stilled  the  echoes 
of  thoir  sighs  in  the  forest,  which  itself  has  disapjieared  ; 
all  the  woes  of  these  hapless  beings  are  now  lost  in  the 
shadows  of  the  past ;  others  are  joyously  reaping 
harvests  on  their  obliterated  camping-grounds,  and  there 
baldly  remains  aught  but  a  few  dim  traditions  of  this 
sublime  and  sorrowful  exodus  scattered  among  the  fire- 
side tales  of  aged  Acadians  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy. 

*  (Toiioriil  Phil.  Sboridan  w.as  a  grandson  of  ono  of  those  Acadians, 
Abbo  Holiiu,  chaplain  to  tho  army  of  Oomto  do  llochambeau,  has  drawn 
a  touching  picture  of  the  little  Acadian  colony  at  Baltimore  in  1781: 
"  Tht*y  still  keep  up  the  French  language  and  remain  greatly  attached  to 
all  that  belongs  to  tho  nation  of  their  ancestors,  especially  to  their  re- 
ligion, which  they  follow  with  a  strictness  worthy  of  the  first  ages  of 
rhristianity.  The  simplicity  of  their  manners  is  a  remnant  of  what  ob- 
tained in  happy  Acadia.  .  .  .  The  sight  of  a  French  priest  seemed  to 
recall  to  them  their  former  pastors.  Th(>y  begged  me  to  offlciato  in  thoir 
church.  In  fulfilling  this  holy  function,  I  could  not  refrain  from  con- 
gratulating them  on  their  piety  and  from  depicting  to  them  the  virtues  of 
their  forefathers.  I  was  revivlDg  memories  that  were  too  dear;  they 
burst  into  tears." 
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"  In  lliu  wild  paths  that  wouikI  in  ami  out  through 
the  inteiininahle  forests  of  Maine,  tins  long  line  of 
emigrants  walked  painfully  on  ;  there  were  small  groups 
of  women  and  ehildren,  dragging  the  slender  baggage 
of  misery,  while  the  men,  s(;attering  hither  and  thitlier, 
sought  in  the  chase,  in  fishing  and  even  among  wild 
roots  something  wherewith  to  feed  them.  Tluji-e  were 
veiy  small  children,  who  were  hardly  al)U!  to  walk  and 
were  led  hy  the  hand,  the  hirger  ehildren  carrying  them 
fi'om  time  to  time ;  many  of  these  unfortunate  mothers 
lield  an  infant  in  tlieir  arms,  and  the  eri(;s  of  these  })Oor 
babes  w(;re  the  only  sf)und  that  broke  the  gloomy  and 
dismal  silence  of  the  woods. 

"  How  many  di(!d  on  the  way,  cliildi'cn,  women  and 
even  men  ?  1  low  many  l)reathed  their  last,  overpowered 
by  weariness,  suffering  from  hunger,  sitting  down  to  bo 
foigotten  forever  in  somt;  wild  path,  without  priest, 
without  Cijiisolation,  without  friends?  Tiie  last  agony 
of  death  was  embittered,  for  these  innocent  victims,  by 
all  the  anguish  of  regii.'t  and  neglect. 

"While  this  sonowfnl  caravan  advanced,  some  in- 
deed were  found  whose  failing  strength  i-efused  to  carry 
them  any  furtlier ;  iiowever  all  did  not  succundj,  and 
one  after  another  a  few  groups  remained  along  the  road 
to  form  the  nuclei  of  future  colonies.  It  was  thus  that, 
on  the  banks  of  the  River  St.  Jolni,  several  families 
fixed  their  abode  amid  the  ruins  of  the  settlements  for- 
merly occupied  by  the  French  in  this  district,"  where, 
in  tlie  ancient  fief  of  Jemsek  (of  which  La  Tour  had 
been  the  owner)  and  in  that  of  Ekoupag,  some  few 
Acadian  families  still  dwelt. 

"  When  the  column  of  exiles,  thinned  out  by  the 
fatigues  of  the  journey,  reached  the  banks  of  the  Petit- 
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codiiU!,  tlicy  luul  been  luui'  inmillis  on  tln^  load.  Tlirrc, 
at.  Ic'Mi'lli,  tlicv  could  taste  a  lew  luoiiuuits  ol"  rciio.sc  and 
CM)ijsolatioii ;  tlic  liist  to  conic!  out  at  the  loot  ol  tlic^ 
Avood('<l  niomitaiii-ian_n(' iiionn'  this  river  met  thei'e  some 
iiieti,  hiill'-hiinttM-s,  hair-hiishandmeii,  wlio  spoke  their 
Lui<4ua|,''e,  and  amoni;'  whom  they  weit;  not  sh>\v  to 
reeoLjni/,t!  reUow-eounlrvnu'n  and  relativtss.  'I'iiis  was 
ih(M'(Mnnant  (»r  the  I'ormei'  iidial)ila.nts  of  Mcfmiameook, 
Chipody  and  llio  isthmus  of  Shediae.  .  .  .  Uuild- 
ings  and  clearings  \V(!re  already  to  he  seen  alony-  the 
river  bank,  when  tlu^  hand  of  caj)lives  returnint;  from 
the  Unittid  States  joined  them  at  thi"  close  of  the 
suinmer  of  17('><'>."" 

How  touching  must  havi'  been  Ihi!  meeting,  after  a. 
separation  of  eleven  years,  of  these  beings  whose  hearts 
Avere  wrung  by  a  common  cahimity  I  Here,  at  h-ast, 
the  wayfarers  could  rest  for  a  moment  in  jteace  afttu' 
their  excessive  fatigues,  without  any  risk  of  rebutT  or 
ill-will  from  indilTerent  or  hostile  stiangers  ;  "the 
friends  they  had  just  found  again  wtu'e  themselvt'S  very 
poor,  but  their  welcome  was  cordial  and  symi)athelic. 

"  Unfortunately,  after  this  iirst  burst  of  joy,  they 
had  to  suffer  a  great  heaviness  of  heart.  They  had 
cherished  the  lio})e  that,  away  on  the  other  side  of  the 
liay  of  Fundy,  at  Heausejour,  lieaubassin,  (hand  Pre, 
Port  Royal,  they  would  lind  once  more  theii'  lands  and 
perhaps  their  houses,  that  they  might  be  allowed  to 
settle  on  the  farms  that  were  not  yet  occupied  ;  but 
they  soon  realized  that  all  this  was  a  dream  ;  every- 
thing bad  been  allotted  to  their  persecutors  or  to  new 
colonists.  The  great  and  painful  journey  they  had  just 
made  was  now  useless  ;  they  had  no  longer  either  home 
or  country  !     These  discouiaging  tidings  overwhelmed 
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iiiosl  dl'  tliciii  ;   limy  ui-if  iittcily  worn  nut,iiii(l,  witlumt 
scckiii;^'  to  adviiiicc,  tlicy  rciiiaiiied  on  the  vt'iy  spot  tO' 
wliiili  I'i'ovidcnccf  liiid  led  (licnj. 

"However  ii  ceiliiin  iiiinilu'i'  of  tlieiii  could  not  lie- 
liuv(!  lliiit  all  was  lost  and  that  th<'y  wei(!  hopelessly 
(h'spoiled  ol'  those  rich  lands,  formerly  wrested  fioni  llit; 
sea  by  the  Ld)orioUH  skill  of  their  forefathers.  I'ifly  or 
sixty  faniilies,  men,  women  and  children,  (»nc(!  moic  set 
out:  they  round<'d  llu;  innermost  sliori!  of  the;  old  l>ai<! 
I''i'an(,-aise,  which  liad  hecomi!  A'////'///  liiiij  ;  they  visited 
ill  tiu-u  IJeauhassin,  I'inignit,  (liand  Pre;  l)nt  I5eau- 
sejour  was  now  called  Cidnlwi'ldml ;  IJeanhassin,  Atn- 
htrxt  ;  Cobeipiid  liad  taken  the  name  of  Truro:  i'i<,d- 
guit,  tliat  of  Wivihin\  and  CJrand  I're  \\as  named  llor- 
toti  ;  everythinj^  was  chanj^cMl  I  l'JiiL;lish  names.  l''-ng- 
lish  viUagcs,  Knulish  inhahitants :  wherevei'  they  ap- 
l)eared,  they  looked  like  ghosts  come;  hack  fioni  a  past 
age;  iio1)ody  had  thought  of  tlieiu  for  a  long  tinu,'. 

"The  ehiUheu  were  friglitened  at  th(!m,  the  women 
and  tlie  men  were  annoyed  as  hy  a  thnsitening  s])eetre 
from  the  grave,  everybody  was  angry  with  them,  and  tlie 
j)()orwretehes dragged  themselves  from  village  to  village, 
worriiid  and  woin  out  by  fa.tigu(!,  hnnger  an(l  cold,  and 
a  despair  tliat  grew  at  eveiy  haltiug-plaei! ;  tht;  last  was 
I'ort  Royal  (Anna])olis),  where  tla;  sanu;  irritation  on 
the  one  liand  and  the  same  disappointment  on  the  other 
were  repeated. 

"  Vet,  wliat  was  t<>  Im;  done  with  this  caravan  of  poor 
people  in  rags,  vv  .  i  ■  unto  deatli,  crushed  by  want  and 
grief?  The  oflicers  of  the  gari'ison  adoj)ted  the  ])lan 
of  conducting  them  a  little  further  soutli,  on  St.  Alary 's 
Bay,  the  unoccupied  shores  of  wliich  were  lined  witli 
vast  forests.     The   wretch«,'d   Acadians,   driven   to  ex- 
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haustion  and  despair  by  so  many  misfortmies,  not 
knowing  whither  to  go,  aUovved  tlieniselves  to  Im;  led 
and  so  end(Ml  hy  stranding  on  this  deserted  shore,  wliere 
lands  were  granted  to  tl  r>u   Deeendnir  28d,  17G7. 

Thns,  withont  eounting  mc  long  tranijts  they  had  to 
undertake  to  meet  together  in  lioston,  they  had  traversed 
on  foot  a  distance  of  al)oiit  a  thousand  uiiles  before 
reaching  the  end  of  their  journey. 

"  Tlie  most  cruel  crosses  do  not  always  wholly  crush 
human  energy;  the  calm  after  the  tempest,  the  faintest 
glimmer  of  hope  reviving,  allow  our  cased  spirits  to 
cling  once  more  to  life,  to  resume  work  and  make  a 
fresh  start.  Undei-  pressure  of  necessity  these  lui fortu- 
nate outcasts  raised  log-lnits  ;  they  took  to  Hshing  and 
hunting;  they  began  to  clear  the  land,  and  soon  out 
of  the  felled  trees  some  ro'  -hly-built  houses  were  put 
uj)."  Such  was  the  origin  'u;  colony  that  now  covers 
{>    all  the  western  portion  of  ui>.  I'eninsula. 

During  many  subsequent  years  there  were  numeious 
migrations.  Acadians  arrived  from  France,  from  the 
West  Indies,  from  Louisiana,  Canada  aiul  the  United 
States,  going  from  one  settlement  to  another  in  search 
of  a  father,  a  mother,  a  brother,  a  relative  whose  where- 
abouts they  had  not  yet  found.  Often  death  had 
claimed  the  long-sought  one  ;  sometimes,  on  the  other 
hand,  he  that  was  supposed  to  be  dqad  was  unexpectedly 
discovered.  Slowly  the  scattered  members  of  one 
family  succeeded,  not  infrequently,  in  all  getting  to- 
gether once  more.  Those  who  were  in  better  circum- 
stances collected  their  poorer  brethren  around  them ; 
the  bereavements  of  the  past  wore  gradually  softened  by 
new  ties,  and  finally  each  group  took  on  the  aspect  of  a 
distinct  and  homogeneous  conununity. 
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TilK  fonist  WHS  still  (M-iioin^  tlu!  si<rhs  of  these  uii- 
fortmiiite  Acjidiaiis  lotmiiiiig  loin  I'xilf,  when  the  first 
imUtcriujjfs  weri;  hciird  of  the  storm  thiit  was,  in  a  few 
years,  (o  rhanj^e  the  face  of  this  continent.  Suhjccts 
havin<4  tiie  sanu-  oiit^in  and  lani;iiii_i,'(;,  and  professinjL; 
Chiisiianily  were  ahont  to  raise  the  standard  of  revolt 
atT'iinst  the  Home  (ioveinment.  Xohle  as  mav  have 
hecn  till!  lov(!  of  liheity  that  movi;d  them,  hlameless  as 
may  have  hi'cn  their  ai'lions  from  the  view-point  of 
eonseience,  it  is  nom;  tlu!  less  certain  that  their  griev- 
anees  hore  on  [)nrely  material  interests;  their  religious 
lil)erty  was  not  threatened,  nor  were  they  foreed  to  light 
their  own  llesh  and  hhxxl.  Here  a  strange  eontrast 
presents  itself.  While  the  Aeadians,  who  did  not  even 
lift  a  hand  in  defence  of  rights  tiiat  were  far  higher  and 
more  worthy  of  respect,  were  despoiled,  snatched  from 
their  homes,  se[)arated  from  each  other,  cast  on  far-ofT 
shores  and  there  reviled,  those  who  were  the  true  rehels 
kept  their  lands  and  homes,  and  their  chiefs  have  he- 
eome  heroes  whose  names,  emblazoned  on  sumptuous 
monuments,  are  ringing  in  our  ears  like  those  of  tho 
demigods  of  fable.  I  do  not  pretend  to  deny  that  the 
consequences  of  the  American  Revolution,  wiit  large 
on  the  achievements  of  more  then  a  century,  ha\e  on 
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the  wliolu  been  greatly  beneficial  to  mankind  ;  but  I 
cannot  help  noting  this  extiaoulinary  contradictioJi. 
Those  who  were  charged  with  the  guardianship  of  the 
so-ciilled  Acadian  rebels,  and  who  crushed  them  for 
supposed  misdeeds  of  which  they  were  guiltless,  were, 
when  tliey  themselves  becan;e  rebels  in  reality,  to  re- 
main in  [)eacefnl  possession  of  their  homes,  while  loj'al 
subjects  had  to  trudge  into  exile. 

Tliis  reference  to  tlic  warof  Independence  is  necessary, 
because  its  consequences  were  disastrous  to  a  certain 
number  of  Acadians.  Room  had  to  be  made  for  the 
Loyalists  who  cliose  voluntary  exile  ;  the  English 
autliorities  were  naturally  full  of  solicitude  for  their 
comfort,  and  wished  to  reward  them  for  tlieir  iidelity 
to  their  Sovereign  and  for  their  self-denial ;  in  some 
cases  this  was  done  at  the  expense  of  tlie  Acadians. 
True,  these  lattei'  had  suffered  for  twenty-live  yeai-s  ; 
but  justice  and  vested  rights  they  pleaded  in  vain. 
Thus  it  happened  that  a  group  of  Acadians,  who  had 
been  quietly  living  for  eighteen  years  on  lands  which 
they  w'M'e  laboriously  clearing  on  the  St.  John  Kivei\ 
had  to  give  up  these  lands  to  the  newly-arrived  Loyal- 
ists. Among  these  were  several  families  of  the  officei's 
who  liad  contributed  to  cai'iy  out  the  deportation,  in 
particular  Colonel  Winslow's  famil}'.  The  dislodged 
Acadians,  forced  to  begin  all  over  again  the  hard  work 
of  colonists,  plunged  once  more  into  the  forest  in  an 
almost  inaccessible  region.  This  last  migration  gave 
birth  to  the  now  populous  and  flourishing  settlement  of 
Madawaska. 

Tlirough  another  curious  reversal  of  situations,  emis- 
saries from  Washington  and  Lafayette  attempted,  though 
in  vain,  to  win  the  leinstated  Acadians  from  their  alle- 


STUONGER    REASONS   FOR   ACADIANS. 


o.>o 


giaiice  to  EiiglaiKl,  wliile  some  of  the  latter  offered  their 
seivice.s  to  the  liritisli  (Joveriuneiit.*  ami  other  Aeadiaiis 
who  liad  leniaiiied  on  the  Ainerieaii  side  offered  theirs 
to  Congress. f  We  have  seen  that  the  only  reason  why 
the  Aeadians  had  formerly  objected  to  an  unqualified 
oath  was  their  dread  of  having  to  (iglit  against  the 
FreiK'h  ;  a  similar  perplexity  was  to  occur  in  the  warot' 
Independence  ;  but  this  time  the  objection  was  to  come 
from  the  American  colonists  who  in  1700  liad  settled  on 
the  lands  of  tlie  Aeadians.  The  objection  was  the  same : 
what  had  rightly  made  the  gorge  of  the  Aeadians  rise 
was  to  excite  the  same  repugnance  in  those  wlio  had 
succeeded  to  their  property  ;  but  on  this  occasion  the 
authorities  readily  realized  the  force  of  the  sentiment 
that  actuated  these  men,  and  uidiesitatingly  exempted 
them  from  military  service:  "Those  of  us,"  said  the 
petition,  "  who  belong  to  New  England,  being  invited 
into  this  Province  by  (Tovernor  Lawrence's  Proclamn- 
tion,  it  must  be  the  (jreatest  piece  of  vrueltif  and  impo- 
sition for  us  to  be  subjected  to  march  into  different 
parts  in  arms  lujainst  oiir  friendx  and  relations.'''' 

But  the  most  curious  incident  of  all  was  that  the 
petitioners  requested  the  same  favor  for  the  Aeadians, 
alleging  the  same  reason :  "  The  Aeadians  among  us 
being  also  under  the  same  situation  ;  most,  if  not  all, 
liaving  friends  distributed  in  different  parts  of  America, 
and  that  done  by  order  of  His  Majesty's  Government." 

And  yet  these  Aeadians  were  not  at  all  in  the  same 
position  as  they  had  been  twenty  yeai-s  before  ;  at  the 
time  of  the  Revolutionary  War  there  were,  at  most,  in 

*  ••  As  tf)  militia  forces,  100  Aeadians  at  St.  Mary'8  Bay  liad  voluuteored." 
Munlorh,  Hist,  of  N.  S.,  vol.  il..  p.  568. 
t  .\fter  tho  war  these  volunteers  settled  at  Chasy  In  Vermont. 
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the  United  States,  250  Af^adians  able  to  bear  arms; 
thus,  the  chances  of  a  meeting  on  the  fiekl  of  battle 
were  extremely  slight ;  whereas,  before  the  deportation, 
the  only  white  men  they  could  have  met  in  battle  would 
have  been  relatives  and  fellow-countrymen.  What  a 
pity  it  is  tliat  jjcople  do  not  take  to  heart  the  great 
Christiiin  maxim,  "  As  ye  would  that  men  should  do  to 
you,  do  ye  also  t^^*  *^'em  likewise,"  that  they  do  not  cul- 
tivate the  facult}  i  entering  into  tlie  feelings  of  others 
before  proceeding  to  act  against  those  others  I  This 
would  save  the  most  elementar}'^  notions  of  equity  from 
travesty  and  violation ;  this  would  avert  unnumbered 
crimes. 

Although  it  had  been  decided,  at  Wilmot's  sugges- 
tion, that  the  Acadians  could  settle  only  by  small  iso- 
lated groups  in  certain  designated  places  in  the  interior, 
nevertheless  these  regulations  were  never  strictly  en- 
forced. Each  one  was  suffered  to  settle  pretty  much 
where  he  chose ;  and,  as  fishing  innnediatel}'  met  their 
most  pressing  wants  in  a  way  that  inferior  lands  far 
from  the  sea  would  have  failed  to  do,  most  of  the 
Acadians  became  fishermen.  Up  to  the  deportation 
agriculture  had  been  their  sole  occupation ;  by  force 
of  circumstances  fishing  and  navigation  were  hence- 
forth to  be  their  chief  resource. 


"  At  last,"  says  Brown,  "  the  scanty  remnant  of  the  511-fatetl  people 
was  permitted  to  remain.  The  Government  of  Nova  Scotia  perse- 
cuted them  with  rancour,  but  this  rage  was  at  last  restrained,  and  al- 
though the  instructions  were  that  they  should  be  located  by  small 
groups  in  the  interior,  y^t  the  orders  were  not  rigidly  enforced  or 
obeyed.  Some  of  fiu  Acadians  are  dispersed  along  the  shore  with 
proper  grants  of  the  lands  which  they  cultivate.  It  is  even  whispered 
that  in  some  cases  the  lands  belong  to  proprietors  who  have  tacitly 
seen  their  progress,  that  they  may  be  reclaimed  at  a  future  day.    A 
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flagrant  instance  of  this  very  kind  lias  happened  already;  the  same 
may  occur  again.  The  Government  may  find  it  necessary  to  favor  the 
persecutor.  The  Acadian  s«lferings  will  be  lost  in  the  '.voods.  Their 
voice  will  not  reach  the  throne;  mercy  dwells  there,  and  if  the  voice 
of  history  has  any  influence  tliore,  this  matter  should  he  at  an  end.'' 

And,  as  if  Brown  himself  had  had  the  intention  of 
drawing  up  a  petition  to  be  sent  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  we  find  this  note  following  the  above  remarks : 

"  Sir, — Your  Acadian  subjects  have  suffered  long  enough,  issue  an 
order  to  the  Government  to  confirm  all  their  possessions,  to{-iv(!  them 
full  right  to  their  estates,  become  their  patron,  announce  it  op»^nly, 
and  their  melodious  voices  will  pray  for  you  in  the  depths  of  tueir 
woods." 

This  was  written  in  1791,  thirty-six  years  after  the 
first  deportation. 

For  a  long  time  in  the  whole  extent  of  Nova  Scotia 
only  one  priest  was  tolerated;  but  in  1777,  as  the  In- 
dians of  the  River  St.  John,  solicited  by  emissaries  of 
Congress,  threatened  to  lise  in  support  of  the  rebellious 
provinces.  Governor  Arbuthnot  begged  the  Governor  of 
Canada  to  send  a  priest  who  should  keep  these  Indians 
faithful  to  the  British  Government.  This  was  done, 
and  Abbd  Bourg,  himself  an  Acadian,  addressed  him- 
self to  this  undertaking  with  success  in  concert  with 
ex-Governor  Franklin,  who  had  become  Indian  Com- 
missioner. However,  general  permission  to  enter  the 
Province  was  not  granted  to  the  Catholic  clergy  till 
about  1793,  when  many  priests  fled  from  the  Frencli 
Revolution  and  several  came  to  Nova  Scotia.  Hence- 
forth every  obstacle  to  their  ministry  was  removed. 

There  yet  remained  one  clog  to  the  freedom  of  the 
Acadians,  and  this  waf.  continued  until  1827. 
The    Test    Oath    excluded    them    from    all    public 
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offices.  Halibuiton,  seconded  by  Mr.  l^niacke,  un- 
dertook to  knock  off  this  last  fetter.  "The  speech 
he  pronounced  on  this  occasion,"  says  Murdoch,  "  was 
the  most  magnificent  piece  of  eloquence  I  have  ever 
been  privileged  to  hear."  The  Assembly,  electrified  by 
this  masterly  discourse,  unanimously  voted  the  law  that 
made  the  Acadians  a  free  people.  Omitting  Halibur- 
ton's  thrilling  recital  of  their  misfortunes  and  liis  re- 
markable eulogy  of  tlieir  morals,  I  will  quote  merely 
the  end  of  his  peroration,  which  is  an  index  to  the  lofti- 
ness of  his  character. 

"  Every  man  wlio  puts  his  hand  on  the  Xew  Testament  and  says 
that  is  the  book  of  Ills  faith — be  he  C'alhoHc  or  Protestant,  Anglican 
or  Presbyterian,  Baptist  or  Methodist — whatever  be  the  extent  of  the 
points  of  doctrine  that  separati'  ns,  lie  is  my  brother  and  I  embrace 
him.  We  are  marching  by  dilTerent  roads  toward  the  same  (Jod.  In 
the  path  which  I  am  treading,  if  I  meet  a  (Jatholic  I  greet  him,  f 
walk  on  with  him;  and  when  we  reach  unto  the  goal,  unto  those 
Jfantmantla  Ihn'mit  itinii<li,  when  the  time  shall  come,  as  come  it  must, 
when  this  tongtie,  which  now  is  sp<'aking,  shall  be  cold  and  stiff  in 
my  mouth,  when  this  breast,  which  now  breathes  the  pure  air  of 
heaven,  shall  refuse  me  its  service,  when  this  vesture  of  clay  shall  go 
back  to  the  bosom  of  the  earth  whence  it  came  and  mingle  with  the 
dust  of  tlie  valleys,  then,  with  this  (Catholic.  I  will  cast  a  long  and 
languishing  look  backwards.  I  will  kneel  with  him,  and  instead  of 
saying  with  the  presumptuous  Pharisee:  '  Thank  God,  I  am  not  like 
this  Papist!'  I  will  pray  that,  both  of  us  being  of  the  same  blood, 
being  bought  by  the  same  blood,  we  may  both  be  pardoned,  and  that, 
being  brothers,  we  may  both  be  received  into  heaven."* 


1  Tniiislated  from  u  French  Translation. 
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The  Acadians  in  Eugliiiul,  France,  (ruiuiia.  San  Domingo,  His- 
paniola.  Louisiana,  Canada — Their  many  transmigrations — 
Awful  rate  of  mortality — General  StatiHtit;s. 

SaI)  as  was  tlu^  Tate  of  tin;  AcacUaius  deported  to 
tlic  United  States,  and  ol'  those  who  escaped  the  de- 
jjortation  by  taking'  reliige  in  the  forests  of  the  Gulf, 
or  l>y  making'  tlieir  way  through  the  wiUlerness  to 
Canada,  it  cannot  he  com[)ai'cd  to  the  fate  t)t"  those  wfio 
were  deported  to  Enghind  oi'  France,  not  so  much 
because  they  weie  ill-ti'eated  oi'  more  wretched,  but 
T)ecause,  for  most  of  them,  the  uncertainty  of  theirsorrow- 
ful  existence  was  much  more  prolonged  tlian  in  the 
case  of  the  exiles  on  this  side  of  tlie  Atlantic. 

After  the  peace  of  17Bo  aV  t'*;    Acadians    then  in 

England  went  over  to  Fiance.     i\  gieat  immber  of  these 

belonged  t()  the  fifteen  hundred  who  had  been  deported 

to  Virginia,  and  whom  the  Virginians  would  not  receive. 

They  had  been  much  longei'  at  sea  than  the  others,  and, 

as  will    readily  be  understood,   the    mortality  in    these 

overlad(m  ships  must  have  been  proportionately  greater. 

'H\o,  memoir  of  M.  de  la   Kochette.  wlio  was  omphned 

in  takiiiff  a  census  of  the   A(tadians  in   England  and  in 

transferring  them  to   France,  gives  us   an   idea  of  the 

magnitude   of  th(Mr  trials  and   of  the  great  mortality. 

Decimated  duiing  the  voyages  from  Acadia  to  Virginia, 

and  from   Virginia   to   England,  they  were   again  deci- 
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iriiited  (luring  tlieir  sojonvn  at  l-.lveij)ool,  Soulliainpton. 
Pc'iyn  and  Bristol.  Consequently,  after  eiglit  years  of 
laptivity,  in  spite  of  tlie  births,  tlieii-  Jiumber  was 
reduced  by  more  than  one  thiid.  "  Dispersed,"  said 
M.  de  la  Roeliette,  "in  all  parts  of  tliis  kingdom,  a 
great  many  of  tliem  perished  of  want  and  grief.  Three 
hundred  had  landed  at  Bristol,  where  they  weie  not 
expected ;  they  spent  three  days  and  nights  on  the 
wharves  of  <^^e  city,  exposed  to  all  the  inclemency  of 
the  weather,  and  it  was  winter.  They  w(M'e  at  last  shut 
up  in  .some  dilapichited  houses,  where  small-pox  killed 
a  great  part  of  them.''  M.  <le  la  Roehette  afterwaids 
went  to  Tiiverpool,  where  he  visited  tliem  and  told  them 
his  errand.  "  Tears,"  he  says,  "  succeeded  the  first 
exclamations  of  joy.  Several  seemed  (piite  beside 
tliemselves  ;  they  dapped  their  hands,  raised  them  to 
heaven,  struck  themselves  against  the  walls  and  sobbed 
all  the  time.  It  would  be  impossible  to  descril)e  all 
the  transports  lo  which  these  good  people  gave  way: 
the}'  spent  the  night  blessing  the  King  and  his  ambas- 
sador and  congratulating  each  other  on  the  happiness 
they  were  about  to  enjoy.  When  they  arrived  at  Liver- 
pool they  numbered  336.  and  now  they  are  reduced  U\ 
224." 

At  Souihampton  they  had  dwindled  from  340  when 
they  landed  to  210;  the  proportion  of  deaths  was  sub- 
stantially the  same  in  the  other  ports. 

Countint;  those  who  were  alreadv  in  Fi'ance.  the  total 
number  of  Acadians  in  that  kingdom  after  the  peace, 
and  after  tlu?  ai'rival  of  those  who  had  been  in  England, 
was  about  4,r)00,  scattered  in  the  ports  of  Granville. 
Saint-Miilo.  Houh)giie,  Rochefort.  La  Rochelle  and 
Brc^f.     Their  fate  is  but  vaguely  known.     Framje  had 
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no  publii;  liiiids  to  offer  ihoui  uilliiii  lii-i-  bouiulrtiifs, 
and  tlie  few  colonies  she  slill  possessed  were  in  (^liiniites 
where  tlie  tropieal  lieatwas  nnsuiled  tit  iiiiii  aiM-nslonicd 
to  eold  countries;  yet  these  poor  jx'Ojtle  longed  I'or 
agricultural  holdings.  Four  hundred  ol"  them  were 
])laeed  at  Helle-Isle-en-Mer,  where  each  colonist  re- 
ceived a  lot,  a  house,  a  cow,  a  horse,  three  sheep  and 
the  necessary  tools,  besides  military  rations  during  some 
time.  .\ii  allowance  of  six  sous  a  day  for  five  years 
was  given  to  each  of  the  Acadian  children  born  in 
England,  and  the  same  sum  for  life  to  those  who  were 
born  in  Acadia.  This  colony  dates  from  ITGo,  and  it  is 
the  only  place  in  France  where  there  still  remains  a 
compact  group  of  A.  adians. 

"  Many  plans  and  projects  were  formed,"  says  llameau, 
"  in  order  to  procure  for  these  poor  people  a  liomc  and 
some  means  of  subsistence  which  they  might  make 
prolitable  ;  some  proposed  to  send  them  to  Corsica, 
others  to  the  Landes.  These  pro})ORals  were  not  carried 
out;  but  detachments  were  sent  off  lo  San  Domingo, 
Guiana,  the  Leeward  Islands  and  the  Falkland  Isles. 
They  (!Ould  not  stay  anywhere,  nor  (jreate  prosperous 
settlements ;  they  were  out  of  their  element  and  sorely 
tried  b}-  climates  so  different  from  their  own."  '  Out 
of  several  hundred  who  went  to  Guiana  in  1704,  oidy  a 
few  returned  to  France  ;  eighteen  months  later  the  rest 
were  all  dead. 

"Count  il'Estainjj,  when  Govornor  of  Hispaniola,"' says  Sniilli, 
"  coiiimiseraled  these  people  in  their  misfortune,  and  invited  tliein 
to  his  island,  setting  apart  a  particular  district  to  llieir  use.  A  con- 
siderable colony  availed  themselves  of  the  Count's  oflfei- ;  but  neither 
they  nor  their  kind  bencf.ncfor  had  takoii  into  crmsideration  tlie 
danjijer  attending  a  change  of  abodf  to  a  tropical  climate      J'lie  result 

1  Une  Ooloiiie  Feodale,  vol.  II.  p.  210. 
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was  thai  i>ostil»'n<'»'  broke  out  iiiiionj;  llii'iii  I'vni  before  I  bey  ccmld 
prepare  Minmselves  (UvellinfiH.  A  lar^e  imtnbcr  of  tliem  diecj  tbere, 
and  tlie  rest  were  foreed  to  eininrate  to  a  diflferent  cliiuale.  Tbeir 
kiiiil  benefactor,  on  loarninj^  of  tbeir  sboekiii^  inorlality,  wiiii  lo 
visit  tbeir  st'itlenient.  [T<!  fouml  lliein  in  llic  niosl  |>iii;ible  pli;^lil, 
crawlini.'  nnder  tin!  bushes,  tO  screen  tbemselves  from  tbe  torrid  sun, 
an<l  lyinfj;  (b)\vii  lo  die." 


U. 


"  Wo  miglit.*"  siivs  Hiiincini.  '•  rticonslnu'l  \\h'  lii.story  of 
a  coiisidei'ablo  nuniboi- of  fiimilics  InfuiLjIit  from  I'l-inco 
Kdwaid  Island  to  Loiiislnuo-,  transported  from  Loiiisl)uiij 
to  Fiii<,dand  in  1758,  from  Kncfland  to  Franc^e  in  17<»8,  and 
from  France  to  (iiiiana  in  17H4  ;  tluMi,  l)ron<j;'lit  back  lo 
Francu',  in  17^5  after  tlio  disaster  of  Kourou,  tlicy  Avcre 
qiiart(!red  in  the  island  of  Aix,  whence  they  were  takiMi 
to  Roohefort.  After  a  sojourn  of  some  yeais  in  (his 
pht(;e,  some  of  th(!se  AeadiaTis  \vei'«;  sent  to  Limousin, 
,to  M.  de  Saint-Victoiir's  estate ;  Init  they  reniained 
there  ohly  a  short  time  and  were  advised  to  qo,  iti  1772, 
to  Saint-Mah),  Avliere  they  were  met  byM.  de  Peyrusse, 
wlio  took  with  him  more  than  a  hundred  families."  ^ 
They  remained  a  few  years  on  tlie  hinds  lie  jrave  them 
to  till  in  Poitou  at  Archigny,  ('enan.  Honneuil-ma- 
Tour  and  Maillo ;  but  the  soil  was  poor  and  the  whole 
country  had  a  ijloomy  and  desolate  look  that  contrasted 
])ainfully  with  thi^  rich  valleys  and  the  smilino-  hiiid- 
scai)es  of  tlni  Hay  of  Fundy.  Tn  the  midst  of  this 
isolated  and  silent  Avilderness,  these  families  couhl  not 
make  up  their  minds  to  consider  this  their  lasting^  home  ; 
tlujy  mourned  inconsolably  for  their  dear  Acadia  and 
for  so  many  relatives  scattered  far  and  wide.  Accord- 
ingly when,  after  a  few  years,  the  Spanish  (Government 
made  them  advantatjeous  [)roposals  for  a  settlement  in 


1  fill'  Ciiltiiiif  F"'i)il(ili\  vol.  II.  ().  226. 
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l^ouisiiujii,  most  dl'  tln'so  I'iuiiilio.s,  to<>ethi!i'  with  a  tiifat 
iiuin})ur  (»f  ollieis,  dw clliiig  elsewliciv.  in  France,  eagerly 
ai'.ee])le(l  llieni.  From  17S4  to  17H7  a  slrong  ctiirerit  of 
A«!a(lian  emigration  set  in  from  France  to  Louisiana. 
Of  4,500  Aeadians  in  France?  in  ITC*-).  lliere  lemained 
scarcely  ciiglit  liundreil;  those  who  \\  imc  at  San  Domingo 
ami  oth(!]'  West  India  islands  liud  taken  tlie  same  direc- 
tion long  l)ef(jre.  Thus  it  was  not  till  thiiiy  years  after 
the  lirst  deportation,  and  after  suffeiing  all  the  ln-art- 
hui'nings  of  separation,  (!xile,  death,  miseiy  in  its  mul- 
litudinons  foiins,  in  fact,  all  imaginable  ills,  that  this 
sirieken  remnant  eoukl  at  length  find  a  lasting  asylum.' 

'  It  in  iini)OHsiblo  to  cstiiiiato  oxa<'.lly  wlmt  romiiiiKHl,  ten  ny  (Iftcfii  years 
iiftorthedeportiition,  of  tli(f  IH.OOOcxili's.  liaiiiciiii,  who  took  (,'r<'iit  j>aiiist<» 
<M)Uo(it  stjitistir-K,  thinks  tlicro  iinist  have  Ikmmi  11,500  in  ITfifi.  (lalfMilathif? 
I m  tile  basis  of  tiniiiaturaliiicrcaKi!  (luriugtho  (ll'ty  years  that  jtivct^ded  tho 
.l<^portation,  the  18,000  would  have  lieen  '27.(H)0  In  1700;  hut,  apart  from  a 
(•iiusid(M'at)lo  doerBas(3  in  the  uuuiber  of  l)irths,  we  must  suppose  euonuoiLH 
niorbility  ainons  the  ehildnMi. 

To  arrive  utau  approximate  flj^ure,  we  must  follow  the  exiles  IhrouKh 
llieir  suiHsesslve  niij^rations  to  Uie  plaee  of  theii-  final  settleineid.  Fi'w  or 
none  remained  in  En>j;land;  about  700  in  France,  and  at  most  800  in  the 
United  IStatos,  of  whom  more  than  two-thirds  were  at  Laltimore  and  about 
llfty  at  Ohasy  in  Vermont,  where,  after  serving  in  the  army  i'  •  nnff  the  war 
lit  ludepeudeucts  they  received  f^rants  of  land.  The  nuinbei  :  !  those  who 
definitely  settled  in  Oniana.  Sjin  DominRo  and  other  West  India,  islands  is 
insignilleaut.  About  1,500  joined  in  the  Maritime  Provinces  the  2,500  who 
wore  already  there  in  1705. 

Taking  into  acfoount  all  these  migrations,  we  find  the  following  result:    ; 

Franco 700 

United  Htates 800 

Maritime  Provinces,  Gaspe,  Magdalen  Islands,  Newfound- 
land coast,  St.  Pierre  ami  Miquclt  a 4,(J00 

Louisiana 2,500 

Province  of  Quebec :J,500 

Otht>r  places 500 

la.ooo 

Ramoau,  as  we  have  aeon,  counts  only  11,500;  but  I  think  ho  is  .500  short 
as  regards  the  Province  of  Quebec,  roiiversc'ly,  I  may  be  mistaken  in  !ny 
estimate}  for  other  places,  particularly  for  Louisiana,  where  statistics  are 
less  accurate  owing  to  the  constant  immigration  then^to  from  France  dur- 
ing 32  years.  What  seems  almost  certain  isthat  in  1700  the  Acadian  popu- 
lation of  Louisiana  was  4,000. 

Deducting  from  thc^  above  total  if  12,000  sfune  2.000  children  born  after 
the  de|H)rtatiou,  and  still  living  in  ITilt;.  \\i-  find  that  the  deported  popula- 
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L(;t  liiiii  whuse  luuirt  is  not  of  tliiil.  let  liiiu  whose 
mind  is  capiible  of  receiving  an  inii)iosH  from  without 
and  of  realizing  tlie  ft^olings  of  his  fellowman  put  down 
this  lK)ok  for  a  fovv  moments.  Lt't  liim  reconstrucit  in 
thought  tlu!  h>ng  and  doh)rous  pilgrimage  (»f  these 
wrutohe<l  exiles ;  let  him  view  them  prisoners  for 
weeks  at  Grand  l*r^.  Port  Royal  and  BeaubaHsin ; 
despoiled  of  ev«!rything,  their  very  houses  burnt ; 
liuddled  on  board  ship,  separated  fiom  their  relatives 
and  sometimes  from  their  wives  and  eliildren  :  let  him 
follow  them  down  to  the  hold  in  a  fetid  atmosphere, 
buffeted  by  the  waves,  driven  baek  by  the  authorities  of 
the  port  to  whieh  they  were  destined,  sent  off  to  England, 
held  captive  there  for  eight  long  years ;  decimated  ♦every- 
where by  death ;  transported  to  France,  dwelling  here; 
and  there  in  that  kingdom  during  several  years ;  rt-- 
embarking  for  Guiana  and  the  West  Indies  ;  decimatccl 
again  ;  returning  to  France  and  sojourning  there  some 
year's  longer ;  after  thirty  years  of  this  unremitting 
deluge  of  despair,  ciushed  by  the  burden  of  woe,  pre- 
maturely aged  by  care,  worn  out  by  grief  and  misery, 
going  at  last  to  end  their  wretched  lives  in  the  solitudes 
of  Louisiana.  When  the  reader  shall  have  given  a  mo- 
ments  meditation  to  these  scenes  and  calculated  the  sum 

tion  of  18,000  souls  was  reduced  to  10,000  in  1766,  wheM-eus  by  uorniiil  in- 
croast'.  Iiad  the  doijortutioii  not  tukeii  place,  it  would  litivo  ciisily  Ixviomti 
25.000. 

At  th(^  proseut  time  the  entire  Aeadian  race  is  represented  approxi- 
mately as  follows : 

Maritime  Provinces,  MaRdalen  Islands,  Gaspe,  Haiut-Pierrct  et 

Mlquelon,  Newi.-andiand  (unmixed) 180,00ft 

French  Canada  (somewhat  mixed  with  the  French  C-anadiaus) .    100,000 

Louisiana  (unmixed) 40,000 

France  (Belle-ile-on-mer— Poitou) | 

Other  parts  of  the  United  States \  A"-''"''"*"'- 

270,00«    . 
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of  anguish  wliich  they  represent,  let  him  iuik  himself  if 
ever  a  more  dramatic  aud  heart-rending  fate  iKsftdl  a 
wliole  nation  or  even  a  handful  of  persons,  and  this,  not 
by  the  chances  of  war,  hut  by  the  cold-blooded  greed  of 
lulei-s  robbing  unarmed  and  peaceful  subjeiits.  Willi 
all  this  in  fidl  view,  was  it  seemly  in  I'urkman  to  ri<li- 
cule  the  sentimentality  of  his  fellow-countrymen  and 
pui'posely  to  falsify  history  in  order  to  stam[)  u|)on  a 
down-tj'odden  people  ? 


f  i 


"When  a  single  houseliold,"  says  Smith,  "has  boon  strippt-d  of 
shelter  and  ofFt'cts  by  a  sudden  unavoidal)l<;  oalaniity,  the  (xscasion  is 
one  that  calls  forth  the  sympathy  of  the  whole  community.  Here  we 
have  thouBauds  of  Acadian  exiles,  who  had  lost  all,  by  a  common 
calamity,  in  obedience  to  the  cumniiind  of  (hose  in  authority. 

"  Many  a  mother  ha.s  clasped  her  babe  more  closely  to  her  breast  as 
she  has  recalled  the  circumstances,  yet  fresh  in  the  mind  of  ev«'ry 
reader,  of  those  ancient  parents,  who,  for  so  many  long  years  have 
been  wearily  searching  for  their  kidnapped  boy,  until  their  fortune  is 
spent,  and  their  foreheads  have  becfonie  wrinkled  with  the  living  sor- 
row: the  fate  of  those  parents  but  illustrates  the  experience  of  the 
FrcHi.h  Neutrals,  who  passed  their  lives  in  searching  for  members  of 
iheir  families  which  had  been  purposely  scalt,ered  to  pn^vent  their 
reunion." 


For  nearly  two  thousatid  years  legendaiy  history,  eni- 
lu'llislu'd  l)y  the  poets,  has  been  perpetuating  the  meni- 
ory  of  .Eiieivs  fleeing  from  his  home  with  his  father 
Anchises  on  bis  back.  Not  a  few  pulses  hiive  throblxnl 
more  (piickl}'  at  the  story  of  tlx;  Trojan  warrior's  rtigbt 
and  liliiil  love,  though,  even  were  it  true,  it  was  but  a 
transient  episode  in  the  lives  of  two  men.  And  yet 
here  we  liave  undoubted  facts  iibout  a  whole  people, 
with  whose  misfortinies  the  brief  woes  which  il'^nens 
calls  "  unsjieakable  "  can  in  no  wise  be  compared  ;  and 
these   inisfoi'tnncs   wcmc   iiiflictocl    ii[)(>ji   tbeni    nigbt,oon 
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I'diturios  sil'liT  ( 'liiisl  in  u  ('lirisliiiii  (ouiitry.  No.  Mi 
Piii'kinaii  ;  you  may  contiiiius  if  yf>ii  choose,  your  work 
oi'  I'aisi ligation  ;  l)iit  kindly  loavt^  [)octs  and  iiovclJKts  (o 
llu'ir  nohlf  lalMH*  of  lovr,  sufl'«'r  (liosc  wliosn  coninassion- 
alo  souls  \viiu'(;  at  a  lah;  of  siilTciiiig  and  tiini  with  hmth- 
ing  IVoin  tho  unjust,  <)i>j)iL'ssion  ol"  tht-  wnik  hy  the  strong, 
siifTt'r  siu'h,  I  say,  to  luvt-al  what  you  have  striven  to 
hidi!.  suHVi  thcui  to  unmask  llio  (cupidity  tliat  iH  the 
ni:rinsi>ring;  of  this  drama,  and  to  giv(^  to  the  IiapleHH 
victim  tht!  trihute  of  a  teai.  FiVery  Acadian  still  car- 
ries a  wound  in  his  heart;  ri[)  it  ojxmi  if  you  will,  but 
h't  sympathetii'  hearts,  hft  consoh^rs  come  to  us,  ff>r  we 
hunger  for  the  hread  of  consohition.  Ktit  the  halm  they 
|)oui'  t)n  our  w()un<ls  counteract  the  gall  you  have  in- 
jected there.  Ih^ir  with  the  poi'ts,  when  they  compas- 
sionate our  sufTei'in!L;'s  and  hold  out  to  us  the  right  hand 
of  friendshi)).  "  Ki'icMidship,"  as  llalihurton  so  elo- 
(juently  said  in  the  discourse  I  nientiouiMl  above,  "is 
natural  to  the  heart  of  man  ;  it  is  like  the  ivy  thai  seeks 
the  oak.  clings  to  its  trunk,  enibiiues  its  branches  and 
surrounds  tlnMu  with  superb  festoons;  it clindjs  to  the 
tree-top  and  there  waves  its  bannei'  of  foliag(!  above  the 
oak's  head,  as  if  glorying  in  having  con(piered  tl\e 
king  of  the  forests,"  Heli<!ve  me,  Mr.  I'arknian,  man- 
kind is  and  ever  will  be  amenabh^  to  noble  and  generous 
sentinuuits ;  you  have  not  acquired  such  ))restige  as 
would  enable  you  effectually  to  close  against  poets  and 
novelists  that  abundant  wellsj)ring  wdndi  inimorlali/ed 
I^ongfellow  and  will  yet,  I  trust,  immortalize  others  of 
your  countrymen.  If  I\ili  '  -n  [•^  due  to  tlu^  de- 
velopment ol"  the  ■  and  the  spread  of  knowledge, 
still  more  is  it  .icome  of  t'  e  culture  of  the  will. 

Now  the  seat  ot       r  w  ill  !<  in   (lie  heart.     Therefore,  if 


i;t<ii 


'I: 


<  i\  ii.i/iNi;  TiiK  iii;Ai;r.  ;i|.", 

><ni  ii.i;litl.v  inovc  llic  lu'iirt  of  iimii.  vdii  civilizo  liim, 
>(ni  iniik(!  Iiiin  a  iiiiiii  of  o(„„l  will.  TIk.  Iirail  is  l|i<> 
royivl  r<»ii(l  IJiiniijrJi  \\lii(;li  all  civili/atioii  imist  jtuss,' 

I  AI(li«(;iiHKriilii   tliinkN  111- nuMcoil,  III  lli..  A.'.i.jiaii  uoiri,.|i  ..I'  tli,.  ii„irl- 
tlmo  firovliicos.  an  o.x|iivsHi,,ii  of  K.-nll.'  ku.Im.'sh  iuhI   ivHiKnaiiun    \\|i|,.|t 

W'flli.-ij  In  hiiii  t „t,M-,|   viHll.jy  with  tll.'.s|,iinlillvi,llil  .li-.Tlill    flir.'r,    ..f 

Iht'lr  hi-otich  (IdiiiMliiiii  si.sliTs.  Siirli  K.'iicnill/jitiuns  nmy  1...  mtli.T  h.i/,- 
iiniuus;  liowcviT,  ill   vi.'w  i.r  tlir   fiict    tliiit    tlin   .■linra.-t.'T  ami  III.-  la.liil 

(-lmrimt(>rlrttl.-s  ..f  n    |h-<i|i|i>  an.    (lit I,|iii.||   lu-sult   of  a    iiiiiltitiKl.-   ..f 

milHOH,  Hoiiii-  ii|-|iaivii(ly  Mlinht    Itiil   .-i.htliiiKiiiH    till u'l   l"iit,'  )i.ii(„|-,  ,,r 

tiniM,  others  fiir-roai-hiiii;  Uioiik'Ii  Ht'i-inlnK'ly  transji-nl,  ii  would  not  |„. 
iiH^>nM(lii«,  aftt-r  all.  if  (Id-  iiiiHrortimiiH  that  ovi-rwli.-lmeilii  wlmlo  K'-ihtii- 
(ioii  htiil  llvi-tl  ii|M.ii  tho  i|i-Hi-.-iiiliiiilH  of  thill  gouuniLiou  im  ludt-lil»lo  mIiuiik 
of  i|iii(tt  m(-liiiii,-holy,  ' 
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rilAPTRR  XLY. 


c;oN<;Lin)[N<i  kkmakks. 


Whilst  in  other  countries  historical  jeeords  are  l)eing 
diligently  hunted  up  for  the  slightest  new  detail  of  ages 
long  since  gone  b}',  here,  on  the  contrary,  as  there  lias 
been  crime,  its  authois  have  tried  to  consign  all  monio- 
rials  to  oblivion  by  destroying  every  reminder  of  the 
2)ast.  IJeaus^jonr,  Gasperean,  Giand  Pid,  Beaubassin, 
Port  Royal,  sweet-sounding  names,  so  full  of  niemoiies, 
so  familiar  a  hundred  and  fiftyyearsago,  exist  no  longer 
except  for  lovers  of  history  and  antiquarians.  Patient 
lesearch  is  needed  to  find  the  spot  where  stood  the 
village  of  Grand  Pre  ;  soon  nothing  will  be  left,  and 
liistorians  of  the  future  will  dispute  about  the  location 
of  these  places  as  those  of  our  own  day  are  wraiigliug 
over  the  site  of  IJabylon,  L'roy  an<l  so  many  other  cities 
of  ancient  heathendom.  But  it  will  be  otherwise  with 
the  history  ot  the  Acadians.  This  lost  chapter,  de- 
stroyed by  guilty  hands,  will  revive;  the  history  of  it 
will  be  reconstructed  witli  fragments  that  have  escaped 
destruction.  The  murderer  does  i\ot  always  secure 
inuiuuiity  from  the  penalty  of  his  crime  by  not  writing 
a  description  thereof,  or  by  effacing  whatevtn-  he  may, 
in  an  unguarded  nuiment,  have  written  al)out  it,  or  by 
the  fact  that  the  deed  was  not  done  in  the  light  of  day. 
Justice,  though  sometimes  slow,  almost  always  ends  by 
detecting  the  best  laid  plots  and  by  visiting  them  with 
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etribution.  This  retiihution  in  the  present 
case,  in  spile  of  contrary  efforts,  is  under  way,  and  nie- 
thinlis,  is  alieady  at  hand.  Tlie  st>ai'ch  is  still  j^oinj^f 
on;  it"  ciivuinstances  allow,  I  will  endeavor  to  con- 
tribut(!  lluueto;  and  I  feel  conlident  thai  new  dis- 
eov«Mi»'s  will  soon  completely  rend  the  veil  that  still 
lii(U's  a  portion  of  tin*  li'uth. 

Were  we  to  indulge  in  nere  sentiment,  we  eouhl 
wish  to  see  this  little  Acitdian  nation,  dispersed  but  not 
unnihilated,  remain  what  it  was  of  yore,  with  its  simple 
t^ist(;s,  with  all  those  idiosynciasies  that  make  it  so  dear 
to  our  memories:  btit  the  law  of  progress  is  there, 
standing  befoie  it  in  its  inexorable  might,  saying  to  it: 
March  onward,  or  you  will  be  left  behind,  perhaps 
stamped  out.  This  command  must  be  obeyed,  the  pact; 
nmst  be  (puckened,  the  conflict  faced,  the  conquest  of 
j)rogress  achi<'V(Ml;  and  yet  it  is  a  painful  conquest, 
which  will  hasten  the  meiirinir  <»f  that  beloved  nation 
in  tlu;  gic^at  homogeneous  family  of  peoples  fore- 
shiuhtwcd  by  the  future.  To  die  of  its  own  victory, 
sikIi  is  tlio  fate,  nMuotc.  peichance,  but  inevitable,  that 
awaits  it  ! 

The  jiasl,  teaches  us  a  lesson  we  should  do  well  to 
letlect  upon  and  profit  by.  It  applies  not  only  to  the 
Acadian  people '))ut  also  to  the  clergy,  whose  mission  tt 
was  to  guide  them  in  the  spiritual  wa}',  and  wlio  had 
the  2)owei'  to  h'iid  them  likewise  along  the  paths  of 
intellectual  jn-ogress.  To  have  made  of  them,  oi'  at 
hiiist  lielped  to  make  them  the  sober,  hard-working, 
moial  peo[)le  wc  know,  was  certainly  to  desei've  high 
praise;  but  we  cannot  foiqct  that  education  is  essential 
to  the  future  of  a  j)eoph':  it  was  s(t  then  and  is  still 
more  so  now.     That  artless    simplicity  of    theirs,    dxir 
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in  a  measure  to  blissful  ignorance,  gave  a  handle  to  liie 
nefarious  projects  rormed  against  them  and  left  tliem 
an  easy  prey  to  men  as  full  of  ambitiojx  as  they  were 
devoid  of  conscience.  No  such  suc(!essful  trap  can 
l)e  laid  for  an  entire  people,  if  they  are  enlightened  and 
nerved  for  conflict  by  a  suitable  course  of  mental  train- 
ing, which  lets  them  discern  the  motives  of  their  ag- 
gressors and  enables  them  vigojously  to  uphold  their 
rights.  What  was  true  in  those  days  is  doubly  true 
to-day.  We  must  develop  more  ami  more  liiat  manly 
and  practical  education  which  gives  seir-ieliance,  in- 
itiative, conscious  power,  strong  individuality.  Thus, 
when  the  solemn  occasion  arrives,  when  the  hour  of 
danger  strikes,  we  shall  have  men  fashioned  for  the 
stern  struggle  of  life,  wlu>  know  liow  to  ujcet  difli- 
culties  and  batlU;  the  perverse  designs  of  their  foes. 
tSi  vis  paretu,  para  helhoit.  Finire  the  mind  to  ro-. 
bustness  as  you  would  the  body,  train  the  intellect 
in  every  kind  of  mental  tilt.  ac<-ust(un  it  to  find 
within  itself  the  leverage  it  mt'd;  ;  and  we  shall 
march  onward  and  upward.  \\v  siiall  grow  to  the  full 
stature  of  militant  manhood,  and  then  we  shall  be 
respected.  It  is  a  truism  to  say  ihat  modern  pro- 
gressive nations  owe  their  development,  their  great- 
ness, their  wealth,  their  influence  to  the  efforts  they 
have  made  to  promote  education,  Oms  is  it,  then, 
to  choose  whether  we  shall  enter  more  resolutely 
into  the  general  forward  movement  and  take  our 
share  of  the  riches,  consideiation  and  influence  it 
carries  with  it,  or  dancic  attendance  u[)oii  otheis,  (;tni- 
demning  ourselves  to  be  the  hand  that  toils  and 
drudges,  when  we  might  l)e  the  head  that  lommands. 
In  return  for  the  wasting  of  our  musculai-  energy  we 
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shall  i;ot  nothing  hut  the  cnimhs  that  fall  from  the 
tahlc.  whih.'  hraiii  work  will  scat  itself  at  tlu;  haii- 
([uet.  We  have  to  ehoose  hetweeii  heiiiy  masters  or 
h(!rvaiils  :  it  is  the  (juaiitity  and  more  t  jK'eially  tlu; 
([Ualitv  of  our  education  thai  will  make  thai  choice 
j)()ssihlc. 

Tiiis  is  not  the  time  to  lint^iT  ovci'  a  hootless  con- 
teui])latio)i  of  a  past  thai  is  o<)ii(>  lu-vci'  lo  leluiii.  Tiie 
manners  of  oni;  period  do  not  suit  another.  By  all 
means  let  us  J'cvere  the  ]iasl.  let  us  study  it.  hut  ratlitu- 
in  Older  the  hetter  to  understand  the  ])resent  and 
th(!  futur(!.  Whatever  helps  on  our  interests  to-day 
will  l)e  so  much  laid  up  for  to-moriow.  Between  p;ist 
and  present,  hetween  present  and  future  the  (;onnection 
is  not  always  easy  to  discern  ;  it  is  (piite  invisihle  to 
Jiim  that  loves  the  pa,st  alone  and  scorns  the  present. 
It  is  the  perception  of  this  connection  that  will  wean 
us  from  the  past  hy  teaeliing  us  that,  on  tlie  whole, 
the  human  race  does  not  go  ha(>kwards,  and,  ahove  all, 
that  no  retrograde  movement  can  he  universal  with 
education  and  a  proper  use  of  lihcrty.  At  all  events, 
whatever  be  our  view  of  what  lias  l»ecn  and  what  is, 
it  behooves  us  to  submit  to  icality  and  face  the  inevi- 
table. 

Liberty  and  knowledge  bear  us  ouAvard  with  ac- 
celerated speed  toward  a  future  that  is  evei'-ohanging ; 
the  absence  of  these  two  gifts  has  ever  held  nuinkind 
stationary  and  fixed  in  one  s[)ot.  Now,  as  oppression 
and  ignorance  cannot  he  good,  so  liberty  and  knowledge 
cainiot  be  in  themselves  evil,  'i'hese  latter  may,  of 
course,  like  all  blessings,  ho  abused,  and  must.  thci(  fore, 
be  directed  by  the  highei-  interests  of  morality  :  lint  he 
alone  can   thus  direc^t  them  who  understamls  and  loves 
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theui  and  iidmires  a  beneficent  Providence  giiidujilly 
lifting-  liiuuiinity  out  of  the  slouglis  of  miseiy  and 
abjectness.  All  the  works  of  (lod  are  linked  to^cllier. 
Natural  seience  is  a  synthesis  of  the  hiws  of  nature,  an<l 
the  application  of  this  kuowledjjfe  constitutes  material 
juojj^ress.  These  laws  being  from  (Jod,  (<»  i-epudiate 
progi'ess  would  be  to  repudiate  the  work  (»f  (iod.  Each 
geu«!rati()n  marks  a  stiige  in  the  jmigiess  of  the  laee; 
the  onward  thrust  is  irresistible,  ii  carries  with  it  the 
masses,  wliile  modifying  aiul  transforming  into  legenera- 
tive  lessons  the  erj-ors  of  a  (bsappearing  i)asl.  Science, 
belief,  legislation,  methods  of  action,  all  things  are 
linked  together  in  this  world.  With  the  dcvclo})ment 
of  knowledge  and  ideas,  ttvcrything,  save  a  small  num- 
ber of  uni-hangeable  truths  <lelinitely  grasped,  must 
progress  in  man's  environment.  This  movement  is 
becoming  more  marked  from  day  to  day:  it  is  resistless, 
l)ecause  it  is  a  law  of  our  being.  Whatever  stands  in 
the  way  of  this  transformation  is  flung  aside  lik(.'  the 
garments  we  have  outgrown,  and  is  carried  oif  liy  tlie 
rising  flood.  We  uuist  advance  or  )h'  crushe<l,  maich 
on  or  be  distanct'd,  move  with  the  tide  oi'  l)e  engulfed 
in    it. 

For  want  of  realizing  the  high  nu)ral  tendency  of  ma- 
terial progress,  certain  miiuls  see  naught  but  confusion 
and  decadence  in  what  is  going  ow  aiound  us;  in  tbeii- 
eyes  mankind  made  constant  progress  until  this  or  lluit 
epoch,  but  from  that  time  forili  it  entered  on  a  path 
that  is  everywhere  beset  with  threatening  peril.  I  b>w 
mu»'h  more  wise,  lational  and  harmonious  would  it  be 
to  recogni/e  a  constant  evolution,  lifting  up  the  barba- 
rian and  leading  him  gradually  on  towards  an  indelinite 
progress,  which  nevei'  halts   oi'  only  halts  long  enough 
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lo  let  liim,  lus   he  gropes   about,  .study  and  under.stan<l 
ilie  path  he  must  follow. 

The  gigantic  strides  of  uiatei'ial  progress  in  our  day, 
while  whetting  the  ap[)etite  for  pleasures  that  had  here- 
tofore fallen  to  the  lot  of  the  ])rivileged  few,  may  have 
made  peo])le  lose  sight,  for  a  moment,  of  the  moral  pro- 
gress that  ought  to  he  the  motive  and  object  of  all  ma- 
terial advancement.  The  suddenness  of  the  tmnsforma- 
tion  may  have  unhinged  men's  minds  and  thrown  theni 
off  their  balance  ;  they  forgot  that  unmixed  good  is 
i-arely  met  with,  and  that  evcMy  evil  has  its  antid(»(»'  at 
hand.  IJut  for  any  one  wlio  takes  the  trouble  to  dive 
l)eneath  the  surface  of  events  it  will  be  easy  to  sec  that, 
in  many  respects,  social  ami  Christian  piogress  has  U'cn 
already  little,  if  at  all,  inferior  to  the  triumphs  of  mat- 
ter. The  reign  of  persecnticm  and  cruelty  is  w(!ll-iiigh 
ended  ;  national  and  leligious  anim<jsitit;s  aie  on  the  eve 
of  extinction  :  the  gencirality  of  men,  instead  of  feast- 
ing on  the  suffering's  of  th«;ii'  fellows,  show  a  mai'ked 
tenden(;v  to  become  indubjfent  and  tender-hearted. 
Slaver}^  which  was  the  most  articulate  expression  of 
barbarism,  is  no  longer  tolcratiMl.  Thc>se  progressive 
steps  in  social  morality,  of  incjalculable  value  for  the 
manners  and  religious  dcvi!lo[»ment of  men.  ai'e,  without 
doubt,  corollaries  of  si;ientitic,  educational  and  material 
j)rogi('ss.  If  social  and  Christian  piogress  has  not  yet 
done  itself  full  justice,  itis,  nevertheless, a  mighty  rciilily  : 
it  is  ail  earnest  that  thai  liarniony  which  ought  to  ici^n 
thi'ougbout  the  univeise  really  exists  between  the  differ- 
ent kinds  of  progress  and  especially  between  science  and 
moralitv-  A  distinuuislied  ^\  liter  has  said:  "When 
the  grapes,  flung  by  the  basketful,  are  pressed,  what  is 
the  first  result '.'*     A  mess,  a  scum,  a  seething  ft'inicnt.   .   . 
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Wait  lor  the  necessary  period  and  you  will  have  vvitie." 
So  is  it  sometimes  with  material  progress. 

It  lias  taki'M  nearly  twenty  centuries  of  iiKinhation 
and  liiddeii  lalxir  for  the  eivili/AMl  w<»rhl  to  pciietratt' 
into  the  inner  mind  of  Christianit}"  and  view  the  iiigli 
social  results  thai  flow  tliei'cfrom.  These  results  have 
heen  not.  inih'cd,  [)i()dnced,  hut  greatly  favored  hy  scien- 
tillc  and  material  progress ;  so  true  is  it  that  all  sorts  of 
l>rogress  are  linked  togethei-.  And  may  we  not.  indulge 
the  consolatoiy  hope  that  thesi'  r«!sults  will  ultimately 
lead  us  to  the  reign  of  goodness,  of  tiutlu  of  justice,  of 
the  love  of  humanizing  ideas,  of  true  hrotherhood ;  so 
that  then  will  he  realized,  in  its  most  exalted  sense, 
that  prayer  we  utter  every  day:  Thy  Kingdom  come? 

These  strivings  after  high  ideals,  these  constant  aspira 
tious  towards  a  social  status  moic  in  k«!eping  with  jus- 
tice and  solidarity,  point  to  that  great  current  of  human- 
izing tendencies,  the  source  of  whic-h  is  on  the  top  of 
Calvary,  and  the  watei's  of  which  are  hearing  us  onwai'd 
to  a  future  age  when  the  making  ca[)ital  out  of  man, 
the  shiimeful  pau})erizing  of  the  masses,  culpahle  ignor- 
ance, and  the  hori'ors  of  war  shall  he  no  more,  'i^hc 
world  has  ht-eu  terrorized  l)y  threats  and  moital  dread, 
whereas  Jesus  wislicd  toi'citiii  ihrounh  love  and  chaiitv- 

In  tlie  conflict  of  Christian  civilization,  in  the  strug- 
gle l)etween  ignorance  and  error,  tlu;  army  that  is  fight- 
ing foi'  us  is  made  up  of  diverse  elements  which  often 
seem  to  hinder  and  pai'alyze  liach  other.  Let  us  not 
peevishly  complain  of  the  slowness  of  this,  oi'  the  i';ish- 
ncss  of  that  other  ally:  hoth  may  delay  and  hoth  may 
(Misiuc  the  victory.  In  France,  under  the  lii-st  Ilepuhlic 
and  tht;  Rmpii'c.  victories  were  won  rather  hy  impetu- 
osity.     If  was  this  /W;vVr/m»fe.<»c  that  (Minhled  I>on:i.[)art9 
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to  overnin  Ein<»[)e  with  his  coiKjueriiig;  armies  and  to 
huinbk'  the  eoiililioii  ul'  iviiij^s.  In  1870  it  was  the 
wisL*  slowness  of  hiMvy  iiilillery  that  brought  Franee  in 
her  turn  to  her  knees.  Catliolieisni  is  that  artillery, 
often  eunibersome,  which,  at  a  given  moment,  will  make 
amends  foi-  the  rash  haste  of  outpost  skirmishers  and 
make  vietory  sure.  The  life  of  soeieties,  like  that  of  in- 
dividuals, is  a  conflict :  to  quit  the  ranks  is  to  court 
death  and  oblivion.  Tiie  evolution  which  is  urging  so- 
cial fabiic's  toward  horizons  that  arc  either  unknown  or 
tlimly  outlined  through  the  thick  mist  of  our  ignorance, 
carries  alony'  with  it  the  most  conseivative  elements  of 
society.  'Phis  evolution,  ardently  desired  by  some,  un- 
observed by  the  majority  of  men,  combated  by  otheis, 
and  extending  its  sway  over  eveiy  one,  fuids  in  Cathol- 
icism th(!  most  determined  siq)])ort  of  establisluid  order 
as  well  as  the  element  that  most  successfully  with- 
stands the  onset  of  injudicious  innovation.  It  is  more 
friendly  to  order  and  stability  than  to  progress;  it 
dreads  the  ])reci})itate  courses,  the  sudden  enthusiasms, 
the  sliocks  and  riindom  jolts  of  the  latter.  It  may 
delay  progress  sometimes;  however,  at  an  oppoitun<; 
moment,  it  will  make  a  move  to  the  front  in  order 
to  decide,  by  its  o-uidance,  the  vii^tory  of  Christian 
j)rogr(>ss  and  civilization.  Foi'  instance,  in  our  time, 
Leo  XIII,  in  the  shape  of  an  explicit  recognition 
of  Republican  foiins  in  France,  has  done  more  for 
the  future  than  eould  have  been  aeeomplished  by 
the  most  skilful  combinations  of  diplomatists  and 
statesmen.  Each  progressive  step  taken  by  an  essen- 
tially conservative  body  is  a  nnich  more  valual)le  ami 
lasting  acquisition  than  would  be  a  similar  proceeding 

on  the  part  of  a  liberal   or  radical  element.     In  spite 
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of  its  slowness,  its  changeless  character,  the  apparent 
inflexibility  of  its  principles,  Catholicism  Avill  not  fail 
to  lend  itself  to  the  evolutions  germane  to  the  life  of 
mankind.  As  was  recently  said  by  an  eminent  Catholic 
oiator.  Count  Albert  de  Mun,  "  Pope  Leo  XIII  has 
taken  liis  stand  squarely  in  the  forefront  of  democracy." 

Each  element  contributes  its  quota  to  the  general 
advance.  A  few  years  more  or  less  cannot  affect  the 
issue,  and  they  count  for  little  in  the  long  lapse  of  ages. 
Provided  that,  on  the  whole,  mankind  is  not  too  vi(j- 
lently  hurled  ahead  oj-  thrust  backward,  we  i;au  acconuno- 
date  ourselves,  without  loud  complainings,  to  achieved 
results. 

History,  is  but  an  agglomeration  of  useful  teacliings; 
and  the  horrible  drama  wliicli  I  have  striven  truth- 
fully to  penetrate  and  expose  lias  its  own  special  in- 
structiveness.  To  touch  tlie  heart  of  man  is  to  make 
him  better ;  and  if  tliis  pitiable  and  unjust  fate  of  a 
people  had  no  otlier  effect  than  this,  it  would  yet  be  a 
lesson  laden  with  fruitful  germs.  Deeds  of  cruelty, 
such  as  have  been  chronicled  in  these  pages,  would  be 
impossible  to-day.  At  the  first  move  of  a  new  Law- 
rence, the  cry  of  indignation  wrung  from  the  witnesses 
of  his  crime  would  instantly  be  echoed  in  the  four  quar- 
ters of  the  civilized  globe. 

Taught  by  experience  in  the  school  of  misfortune,  let 
us,  the  sons  of  those  hapless  Acadians,  understand  that 
we  should  devote  ourselves  to  the  noble  cause  of  educa- 
tion ;  let  us  enter  manfully  on  the  path  of  that  progress 
which  will  win  for  us  an  honorable  place  among  the 
nationalities  with  whom  our  lot  is  cast.  Let  us  be 
friends  of  order,  lovers  of  our  country,  living  in  peace 
and  harmony  with  our  compatriots  of  a  different  origin ; 
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but,  above  nil,  let  us  preserve  that  liigli  n)onvlhy  which 
hias  secured  for  us  so  much  sympathy  iuour  mist'ovtuues 
from  the  very  men  who  might  have  been  iuteiested  in 
condemning  us.  Nor  should  we  forget  that  the  real 
motives  which  brought  on  our  misfortunes  were  un- 
known, that  those  who  espoused  our  cause — and  they 
were  the  majority — had,  in  order  to  do  so,  to  go  counter 
to  their  natural  feelings  and  to  condenni  acts  which 
they  believed  to  be  referable  to  the  Home  Govennnent. 
This  will  make  it  easier  for  us  to  forgive  and  forget. 
At  the  same  time  we  may  derive  comfort  from  the 
tliought  that,  sooner  or  later,  the  entiie  truth  will  issue 
in  all  its  splendor  from  the  well  in  which  our  persecu- 
tors thouglit  they  had  forever  di-owncd  it. 

Oh  !  if  we  could  only  blot  out  from  our  memory  these 
sad  recollections  I  Why  is  there  not,  as  the  old  fable 
tells  us,  a  ]"iver  whose  Abaters  make  one  forget  the  past? 
What  people  arc  [)leased  to  call  the  blessing  of  educa- 
tion is  precisely  what  increases  our  giief ;  by  feeding  our 
fancy  and  relining  our  feelings,  it  revives  and  (piickens 
in  us  the  sorrows  of  a  past  that  will  not  let  itself  be  for- 
gotten. The  pains  and  hardships  that  are  the  outcome 
of  our  own  misdeeds  or  of  evcry-day  misfortunes  are 
easily  forgotten  ;  not  so  the  pangs  produced  by  injustice 
and  especially  by  the  injustice  of  the  Government  on 
which  we  depend.  If  only  that  authority,  to  which  we 
owe  respect  and  obedience,  but  to  which,  in  the  present 
condition  of  things,  we  cannot  give  our  love,  had  the 
magnanimit}^  to  acknowledge  the  injustice  of  its  past 
and  to  seek  to  repair  that  injustice  in  any  degree,  such 
a  reparation  would  be  generous,  grand,  noble,  and — an 
important  consideration — it  would  be  highly  politic.  A 
measure  of  this  sort  would  a\  ipe  out  at  one  stroke  all 
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the  bitterness  of  our  recollections  ;  ail  would  l)e  eft'ectu- 
ally  forgotten  and  effaced ;  the  germ  of  hate  that  still 
j)erhaps  ferments  in  more  than  one  breast  would  be 
transformed  into  a  germ  of  gratitude  and  love  and  lind 
voi(!e  in  a  c'on(;ert  of  praise  that  would  echo  through  the 
whole  civili/ed  world,  the  beneficent  fruits  of  which 
England  would  reap  among  all  those  peoples  whom  she 
has  conquered  without  assimilating  them  by  winning 
their  love  and  gratitude.  There  is  much  boasting  about 
the  sun  never  setting  on  her  dominions.  This  pride  is 
based  on  merely  one  sentiment,  that  of  jjower.  Will 
the  day  ever  dawn  when  England  will  have  made 
enough  progress  in  civilization  to  take  more  pride  in 
saying  that  the  sun  never  sets  on  a  wrong  done  by  its 
(jovernment?  Will  the  time  ever  come  when  all  those 
emblems  of  wild  beasts :  teeth,  horns,  (daws,  etc.,  which 
are  proudly  flaunted  on  red,  white  and  blue  rags,  will 
disapi)ear  and  be  replaced  by  end)lems  more  in  keeping 
with  a  truly  Christian  (;ivili/.ation? 

Foi'  137  years  we  Acadians  have,  day  by  day,  seen 
the  sun  set  on  this  wrong,  the  ghost  of  Avhich  haunts  us 
unceasingly.  Often,  it  is  true,  have  sympathetic  writers 
applied  balm  to  our  wounds ;  but  how  much  sweeter 
would  be  the  thought  that  this  wrong  has  been  righted 
or  at  least  acknowledged  by  the  Government  itself ! 
(Ireat,  indeed,  would  be  our  joy  if  such  a  consolation 
were  offered  to  us.  Since  this  deportation  was  executed 
without  cause  and  against  the  orders  of  the  only  com- 
petent authority — the  Home  Government — the  confisca- 
tion of  our  property  by  the  local  authority,  by  the  de- 
spoiler,  was,  fronr  the  first,  ludl  and  void  ;  and  therefoie 
our  claim  to  reinstatement  or  to  compensation  cannot 
be  questioned.     As  this  solution  would  be  embarrassing 
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iiiul  onerous,  we  would  ask  notliing  nioi(^  than  that  a 
certain  sum  be  devoted  to  the  founding  ol"  a  college  for 
hi'dier  education  for  the  benelit  of  the  Acadians  ol"  the 
Maritime  Provinces,  or  that  the  two  existing  Acadian 
colleges  be  liberally  endowed.  The  struggle  for  exist- 
ence is  still  very  hard  for  these  Acadians;  robbed  of  the 
rich  farms  they  owned,  the  sons  of  the  exiles  had  to  be- 
come lisheiinen,  coasters,  mechanics;  those  who  took  to 
farmin<r  auain  were  forced  to  do  so  on  soil  of  a  very  in- 
ferior  (juality  ;  hence  it  is  (»nly  at  the  cost  of  heroic 
sacrifices  that  they  have  succecMh'd  in  founding  these 
two  colleges.  It  would  be  a  noble,  though  slight  re- 
{)aration  of  the  past  to  place  these  two  institutions  on  a 
footiup-  that  would  make  them  more  erticient;  tiiis 
would,  moreover,  win  the  gratitude  of  all  the  young  men 
who  should  piofit  by  tiiis  generous  deed  and  also  of  all 
the  educated  Acadians  who  mould  the  opinions  of  their 
countrymen.  And,  if  this  small  satisfaction  be  deemed  Y^-' 
excessive,  we  sliould  be  glad  of  any  declaration,  of  an}-- 
pronouncement  implying  acknowledgment,  regret  or 
amends  for  the  wrongs  we  have  suffcjred.  Ts  this  liop- 
ing  too  much  ?  Corix)rations  are  aud  to  havti  no  aoulsi ; 
is  this  true  of  governmeuts '( 
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EXPLANATORY   NOTK. 


The  appearance  of  this  work,  luuro  tluvn  a  year  after 
Mr.  I'arkinan's  dcatli.  <'alis  for  a  few  words  of  oxplanatiou. 
While  writing  it.  i  fully  expected  that  my  statements  would 
meet  his  eye,  and,  i)ossil»ly,  he  challenged  hy  him.  At  the 
time?  of  his  death  my  manuscript  was  almost  com[)l(>te. 
There  heing  then  no  reason  for  haste,  and  my  health  having 
HUttV'red  from  excessive  apjdication,  I  went  to  spend  five 
months  in  California.  Sint;o  my  return  from  Imh  Angeles, 
I  liavi'  hect'.  husy  making  ai-rangements  and  providing  ways 
and  means  Im  llic  puhlication  of  these  vohnnes,  throughout 
which  1  has  e  jji-i'served,  in  I'eferring  to  Mr.  Parkman,  the 
expressions  i  us( d  when  I  thought  they  might  he  read  by 
him. 

Mr.  Parkman"s  death,  depriving  me  of  part  of  the*  object 
I  had  in  view,  came  iiponme  with  the  suddenness  of  an  un- 
expected shock  and  thekeenness  of  a  great  disappointment. 

Much  praise  has  been  indulged  in  by  his  many  admirers 
since  his  death,  and  more  i)articularly  by  the  Rev.  Julius 
Ward  in  McClure's  Magazine  of  January,  1894.  Mr.  Park- 
man  had  the  wise  foresight  to  present  to  the  Massachusetts 
Historical  Society  an  oaken  cabinet  containing  his  manu- 
script volumes  and  the  documents  which  he  followed.  His 
object,  so  says  Mr.  Ward,  was  to  enable  critics  to  estimate 
the  correctness  of  his  writing,  and,  probably  also,  to  allow 
his  friends  to  defend  him. 

Mr.  Ward,  moreover,  informs  us  that  Mr.  Parkman  was 
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so  accurate,  so  trustwortliy,  so  iinitartial,  so  cavefnl  in  all 
(lct;>ils,  that  history  as  Avritten  by  him  is  final.  Sii<h  an 
assertion  is,  to  put  it  mildly,  rash.  All  this  praise,  some  of 
it  well  deserved,  can  have  no  effect  on  one  who,  lik*-  my- 
self, has  found  him  out;  it  is  the  obvious  i-esult  of  Pai-knian's 
plausibility  and  unparalleled  astuteness. 

Now  may  have  conn!  the  opportunity  for  Uw  ttaki'n  <ab- 
inet.  For  ri\v  part.  I  have  endeiivor(;vl  to  dispense*  witii 
any  such  collection,  by  giving  room  to  n.y  sources  of  infor- 
mation in  the  text  itself,  readily  sacriacing  the  attractive- 
ness of  tlie  narrat'V(^  to  the  higher  purpose  of  affording,  to 
the  earnest  mciuii'er  att<'i'  trulh,  the  best  available  data  for 
forming  an  independent  and  i-easonable  judgment. 

In  this  connection  it  may  b(»  well  to  ])oint  out  how  my 
r.,  arcl  «!S  have  biought  to  light  a  most  curious  instance  of 
the  progn'ssivo  distorti(ji)  which  history  may  be  made  to 
suffer  under  the  skilful  mani]ndation  of  miscrupulous  men. 
The  Compiler,  confronted,  on  the  one  hand,  with  a.  collection 
of  documents  already  mutilate<l  by  interested  jicrsoim,  and, 
on  the  other,  by  the  public  o])inioii  of  a  hundre<l  years  con- 
demning the  act  Avhich  it  was  his  business  to  thi-ow  into 
clearer  relief,  sets  to  .vork  to  garble  and  distort  the  scraps 
that  had  escaped  desti'uction.  Far  from  fulfillii'u:  the  mis- 
sion entrusted  to  him  by  the  Ltgislature,  far  fi'om  I'lirnish- 
ing  matter  for  real  liistory,  his  compilation,  l)y  the  very 
fact  of  its  issuing  under  su<'h  high  patronage,  of  its  conse- 
quent claim  to  impartiality,  and  of  its  facilitating  the  la- 
bor of  research,  wo. dd  inevitably  constitute,  foi- the  averagvj 
student  of  history,  a  barrier  to  further  incpiiry.  and  wo\dd 
thus  pave  the  way  for  I^awrence's  defenders.  Such  i.^  if  ■ 
have  been  the  Compiler's  purpose.  Sooner  or  later  some  bold 
writer  would  be  found  to  realize  ifi  and  stamp  it  with  vhe 
semblance  of  finality.  That  writer  is  Parkman.  Trench- 
ant assertions,  positive  .and  precise  c(jnclusions  and  all  th(.' 
other  resources  of  his  profound  craftiness  have  been  brought 
to  bear  upon  a  fi-esh  nmtilation  an<l  a  further  distortion  of 
the  Compilei"'s  dist( irted  and  tv.-ic(»  garbled  collection,     .\fter 
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Parkman.  as  might  have  been  expected,  other  writers  would 
aris(i  who,  witli  less  knowledge  of  the  subject,  would  im- 
prove on  his  system  of  suppression  or  at  least  of  unwarrant- 
able inferencf^  This  process  of  progressive  distortion  must 
have  pretty  nearly  reached  its  utmost  limit  in  the  follow- 
ing lines  : 

"The  Mxriiix^e  rrovlnces, — Xova  .Scotia,  Xew  Jirunswiek,  and 
Prince  Eil'vanl  Island,  covci-,  at  lca.->t  the  tir.st  two  of  tlicni  cover,  the 
area  of  the  old  Fren  di  Acadie,  whicli,  submerged  liy  iiie  til'  ui  con- 
Hiiest,  sl»o\vs  itself  only  in  the  mined  fort  ificii' ions  of  I.ouishnrg, 
once  tlie  Acadian  (xiliraltar.  in  remains  of  the  same  Icind  ;ii  Anna- 
^7  polis,  and  in  a  relic  of  the  French  population.  The  uiimr.  with  the 
lyin^  liia^lid  of  British  cruelty  rouiiccted  with  it,  has  heeneniliahned, 
not  in  ainb«;r  but  in  barley-sugar,  iiy  thf  wriier  of  "  I-'.vanycliiir." 

'■  Lientenant-Oovernor  Adam  Archibald.  .Mf.  Paikni  in.  and  Dr. 
Kingston  liave  eomplelely  disiiosed  of  this  fiction,  and  •  h()\\  ii  I  hat  the 
deportat'on  of  the  ,\cadians  was  a  measure  of  iicccssiu.  tn  winch 
recourse  was  liad  only  when  foriiearanei!  \va>  e.\hau  !'•  1.  'i'lic  blame 
ii'ally  rests  on  the  vile  and  murderous  inlritrncof  the  in'iist  Le 
Lotltn;.  The  conimandei'  uf  the  t!-oons.  Winslow.  was  an  Ann'ri- 
can,"'  * 

Tims  is  history  f.-ibricatcd.  The  ('ompil(>r  bcg.it  P.irk- 
man.  Parkmai;  Ijegat  Archil»al(l,  .\ichii)al()  begat  Goldvvin 
Smith.  By  dmt  of  npeated  nuitilalioiis.  step  by  step,  they 
have  succeeded  in  giving  the  lie  to  the  received  o))inions  of 
a  whole  century  and  in  proclaiiiiiug  to  the  world,  in  telling 
phrase,  that  the  cruelty  of  tliis  deportation  is  merely  a 
mirsery  fable.  There  remains  but  one  furtliei-  sl(>p  to  ;,ike: 
let  somi^  still  more  audacious  perverter  of  history  aihrm 
eitlier  tlmt  the  deport.ation  itself  is  a  myth,  or  tliat  the 
Acadians,  if  they  were  not  imgratefid.  ouglit  to  erect  moim- 
ments  to  Lawrence,  Belcher  iiud  Wilmot,  be(  ause  they  did 
not  e.Kterminato  them  on  the  spot. 

Of  the  writers  mentioned  above,  the  Compder  and  Pai'k- 

mjui  are  the  only  ones  against  whom  there  is  overwhelming 

evidenceof  Itadfaitli.     The  others  erred  throu^^b  rasliness  in 

thattliey  ventured  on  ground  that  was  imkn<nvn  to  them  ex- 

*  Goldwln  Smith  :  (.'anadn  nud  tlic  CauadUiu  l^uistinii,  \>.  56. 
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cept  through  the  descriptions  of  the  garbhiig  pair.     For  it  is 
hardly  necessary  to  emphasize  the  fact  that  Mr.  Goldwin 
Smith,  though  dahbhng  in  history  for  fifty  years,  has  prob- 
ably never  gone  in  for  original  research,  but  has  preferred 
to   write,    in   admirable  English,  brilliant  one-sided  sum- 
maries and  glittering,   though  seldoii     golden,   generaliza- 
tions.    However,  there  is  just  one  short  sentence,  in  the 
passage  I  have  quoted  from  him,  which  looks  very  umch 
like    bad    faith    "embalmed   in    barley-sugar''   puerility. 
"  The  commander  of  the  troops,  Winslow."  says  this  great 
word-monger,  "  was  an  American."'     Now,  as  these  events 
took  place  twenty  years  before  the   Revolutionary  War. 
there  were  at  that  time  no  Americans  as  distinguished  from 
Britishers,     Besides,  Winslow  was  merely  the  local  c(.)m- 
mander  at  Grand  Pre  ;  there  were  three  other  sxi-.-li  coiu- 
mandei's.    Handheld   at   Annapolis,   Murray    at    Pigiguit, 
Monckton  at  Beaubassin,  all  three  having  nothing  at  all  to 
do  with  the  Amcr-icau  ])rovinces  in  what  is  ^low  the  United 
States.     Yet.  in  the  U'v.th  of  these  well-1    m)^,      facts.   Mr. 
Goldwin  Smith  tries,  by  an  apparently  snupie  statement, 
to  shift  the  responsibility  for  the  deportation  on  shoulders 
that  OTight  not  to  bear  that  crushing  weight.     His  covert 
insinuation  means  tliis  :     The  cruelty  of  the  deportation  is 
a  lying  legend  ;  and  at  any  rate,  if  it  is  not.  British  honor 
is  safe,  since  he  who  commanded  the  troops  was  an  Amer- 
ican.    Before  Mr.   Smith,  no  one  ever  accused  Winslow  of 
being  the  author  of    the  depo.'tation  ;  he  merely  carried 
out  the  orders  of  his   superior,   Lawrence.     To  ignore  the 
Governor  who  concocted  the  whole  scheme,  and  to  throw  the 
blame  on  one  of  the  subordinate  oflficers  who  obeyed  his 
orders,  is  a  piece  of  childish  trifling  unworthy  of  an  intelli- 
gent school-girl.     As  for  Longfellow,  he  needs  no  defence. 
His  work  is  but  a  poem ;  yet  the  conscientious  historian  will 
find  more  truth  in  his  "  barley-sugar  "  than  in  all  the  lofty 
sneers  of  Mr.  Smith. 

The  following  letter  was  addressed  to  me  since  this  work 
has  been  put  in  the  publisher's  hands.     It  is  from  George 
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S.  Brown,  Es(i..  now  of  Boston,  Mass.,  ex-M.  P.  P.  for 
Yarmouth,  Nova  Scotia,  and  author  of  a  vahiable  History 
of  that  county. 

•  1  havt'  read  in  tlio  Montreal  *  IleraM  "  tht>  Intro(hiclion  to  your 
foitliooniing  Book  on  Acadian  History.  The  snl)j<'ct  is  of  much 
intiTi'st  to  nic,  for  1  liave  made  a  .special  ,stu<iy  of  it  as  well  as  of  I  lie 
Aeailians  themselv(>.s,  who  are  nnnierous  in  Yarmouth  (onnly.  where 
more  than  fifty  years  of  my  life  have  been  passed. 

"  I  see  that  you  ehari;e  Tarkinan  with  partiality,  if  not  with  dis- 
honesty, ill  dealing  with  your  subject.  You  are  right  ;  dishonesty 
seems  to  be  the  proper  word,  for  he  has  evidently  suppressed  the 
trtuh  wIhmi  treating  of  the  Acadian  Expatriation  of  1T"».").  He  has 
ignored.  1  am  sorry  to  say,  whatever  tencied  to  exliihit  the  deporta- 
tion in  its  true  light  :  he  has  garbled  historic  records  to  suit  his 
purpo-es  ;  he  has  explored  every  nook  and  corner  to  liunt  up  sonie- 
thiiiu'  disparaging  to  the  Acadians,  and  he  has  taken  no  account  of 
Halihurion.  .Vndrew  Urowu,  anil  otlit-r  trustworthy  writers. 

■■  The  Iff)nie  Government  not  oidy  did  not  aid  or  sanction  the 
deijoriaiirn.  but  they  opposed  it.  as  did  also  Ocneral  .\niherst, 
( ■oiniriaiiiler-iii-rhief  of  the  J]ritish  Forces  in  \orth  America.  I  have 
Ijecoiiie  e(jn\ersant  witli  the  main  facts  since  my  book  was  published, 
bui  I  had  glimpses  of  thi'm  all  along,  rasgrain  lets  in  some  liudit. 
bur  there  is  mu«di  more  to  be  said  in  the  same  direction.  F'orthe 
mere  sake  of  triiili  and  justice,  I  am  glail  that  you  lead  the  way.  and 
thai  you  exi>ose  J'arkmaii's  perversion  of  the  facts  of  history,  etc., 
etc." 

After  reading:  Mr.  i:>ro\vn's  hook  (who  by  the  way  is  a 
stra.n).'»'r  to  inc),  I  wrote  to  him.  saying,  in  substance,  that 
his  praise  of  Acadians  seemed  to  me  rathe)*  excessive.  I 
here  extraet  tlie  following  from  his  answer  : 

•'  It;  your  letter  you  iiuimai<  liat  J  might  be  held  chargeable  with 
undue  partiality  to  the  Acadians.  1  do  not,  and  I  staixl  ready  to 
justify  eveiything  I  have  said  of  the  .Vcadians  of  Y'armoiitli  (  oimiy 
with  whom  I  have  been  long  and  intimately  aciiuainted,  and  when  1 
say  that  since  the  year  ITdl,  when  Y'arinotuh  County  was  first  settled 
by  th  >  English,  there  is  not  a  case  on  record  of  an  .Acadian  being 
(  hargt'd  with  a  capital  crime. — that,  though  they  niunber  about 
8.(XM»,  nearly  one  third  of  the  population  of  the  Tounty,  the  occasions 
have  been  of  the  very  rarest  wliei\  the  prison  doors  have  been  opene<l 
forati  -Vcadian  charged  with  an  offence  of  even  the  most  trivial  natuffl, 
♦here  is  little  danger  of  one's  saying  too  much  in  their  praise," 
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(See  "Vol.  L,  page  044,  and  Vol.  II.,  page  135). 
Lawrence's  Character.* 

Sir. 

We  are  extremely  obliged  to  yoii  for  your  favor  of  the 
;3Uth  July  last  and  for  your  assiduity  in  our  affairs. 

We  can  assure  you,  sir,  that  we  wem  ahnf)st  without 
hopes  of  being  considered  as  English  subji'cts.  The  haughty 
and  disdainful  behavior  of  Governor  Lawrence  to  all  oiu* 
remonstrances,  though  tend(;red  with  the  utmost  submis- 
sion;, gave  us  much  reason  to  think  he  was  ('('imtenanced 
at  Home  by  those  we  had  all  the  reason  in  the  world  here- 
tofore to  think  were  th(^  patrons  and  principal  supporters 
of  this  infant  settlemeiL^  and  specially  when  it  was  pub- 
licly declared  by  Governor  Lawrence's  creatures,  that  those 
gentlemen  in  office  here,  who  had  ever  been  solicitous  to 
forward  and  promote  the  settlement  and  who  had  in  every 
])oint  behaved  with  honesty  and  integrity,  specialh*  the 
Judges  of  the  courts  of  justice  and  some  of  the  Council, 
would  soon  be  displaced.  They  are  the  only  men  Avhc^have 
been  the  means  of  keeping  the  settlers  from  deserting  in  a 
body  and  supported  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people. 

Your  letter  has  revived  the  hopes  of  the  inhabitants,  and 

*  firithh  Mnsi'itin. — Brown  MSS.— Papo**"  relating  to  Nova  Sor.tia,  1748- 
1T.')7.— Vild.  MSS,  Vol.  l',)i)"'2.     Ill  4  to  fol.  43,  No.  8:5. 

At  till'  top  (if  this  letter.  A.  B.  Orosart  of  London,  thi!  owner  of  Brown's 
Manuscript,  has  addt.'d  with  his  own  hand  : 

••  .\  long  letter  (sixteen  closely  written  pages)  addressed  to  some  uue  in 
England  by  the  Colonists  eoncerning  the  state  of  the  I'rovinee. 

"  This  is  a  higli-ton(>d  and  most  vigorous  letter :  and  lays  bare  with  most 
withering  s<-orri  the  character  of  Governor  liawrenee.  It  ri>minds  one  of 
th iinplaiiits  of  the  elder  Puritans  in  the  days  of  Charles.  .  . 

"  This  MS.  most  important. 
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it  has  been  great  comfort  to  thcin  to  find  an  Englishman  in 
England  who  has  theii-  unhappy  state  and  condition  at 
heart  and  commiserates  their  bondage  under  oppression  and 
tyranny. 

We  are  sensible  ot  tlio  difficulties  in  England  and  the 
unsettled  state  of  the  Board  of  Traile  which  may  retard  our. 
aft'airs;  but,  we  are  not  without  hopes,  through  your  care 
and  assiduity,  that  we  shall  mec^t  with  success  in  having  an 
Assembly  soon  ordered  to  be  established  here;  and  we  cannot 
help  expressing  our  extreme  satisfaction  to  find  that  it  was 
the  Lords  of  Trade's  most  earnest  intention  to  Ikivc  an 
Assembly  instantly  settled,  as  we  are  very  sure  it  is  of  all 
things  in  the  world  the  most  necessary  ste])  to  strengtluMi 
and  establish  this  settlement  and  invite  settlers  t<j  come  and 
settle  among  us. 

We  cann(jt  but  express  our  most  hearty  sorrow  that  our 
good  Lord  Halifax  has,  at  this  critical  Juncture,  i-esigniMl 
his  place  at  tlic  board.  We  are  all  to  a  man  perfectly 
assured  of  that  good  Lord's  sincere  attachment  to  the 
welfare  of  the  colonies,  and  look  ui)on  him  truly  as  the 
father  of  this  colony.  We  are  fully  persuaded  that  he  will 
use  his  utmost  endeavors  to  remove  from  us  our  oppressor 
and  the  oppressor  of  all  his  good  purposes;  a  person  un- 
known to  hin\  and  recommended  by  persons  on  whom  h» 
relied  and  whom  we  are  sure  were  not  acquainted  with  hiH 
bad  heart  and  mischievous  intentions,  one  of  wliom  is  Gen- 
eral Hopson,  wbo  has  had  sufficient  reason  to  alter  his  opin- 
ion. The  other  is  General  Cornwallis.  who  is  too  much  a 
friend  to  tliis  people  if  he  could  be  convinced  of  the  ill-treat- 
ment and  inijust  oi>pression  this  tyrant  (xovernor  has  been 
guilty  of  t>\  er  to  countenance  or  support  liim. 

These  are  all  the  friends  Governor  Lawrence  has  in 
England,  for,  on  this  side  of  the  water,  he  has  none,  either 
of  the  inhabitants  or  gentlemen  of  the  army  who  hold  him 
in  the  utmost  contemjit,  except  those  formerly  mentioned 
to  you,  his  agents  in  oppression.  Perhaps  you  will  be  more 
surprised  to  hear  how  this  governor  who  sometime  ago  wa.s 
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only  a  painter's  approntice  in  London  should  have  advanced 
himself  to  snch  heights.  We  are  ohliged  to  confess  that  he 
has  a.  good  adch'ess,  a  great  deal  of  low  cunning,  is  a  most 
consunnnate  Hatteror,  has  words  full  of  tlic  warmest  expres- 
sions of  an  upright  intention  to  pertorm  mucli  go(td.  though 
never  intended,  and  witli  mucli  art  solicitously  courts  all 
strangers  whom  he  thinks  can  he  of  any  service  to  him, 
]?y  these  and  such  arts  has  he  risen  to  he  what  he  is,  and, 
elated  with  his  success,  is  outrageously  bent  upon  tlie  de- 
struction of  every  one  that  does  not  concur  in  his  meas- 
ures. 

We  beg  leave  to  make  this  remai'k  which  we  desire  you 
Avill  read  at  the  end  of  twelve  months,  that  if  he  be  not 
I'cmoved  Noi'o  Scotia  will  he  h>f<t  to  flic  Cnnoi  of  (ireat 
Britain,  and  the  rest  of  the  colonies  be  endangered  of  shar- 
ing the  s((iiic  fate,  which  ought  to  be  the  utmost  concern  of 
every  Englishman  to  i)revent. 

And,  in  order  that  you  may  in  some  measure  understand 
the  im])ortance  of  this,  he  has  prevailed  with  Lord  Loudun 
to  represent  in  England  the  necessity  of  placing  this 
Colony  imder  a  military  government,  and  of  suspending 
the  charters  and  laws  of  the  other  colonies,  the  consequence 
of  which,  we  apprehend,  would  be  a  struggle  in  the  colo- 
nies for  liberty,  and  a  consequence  too  fatal  to  name.  And 
while  the  contentions  subsist  there,  the  French  will  jx'ne- 
trate  in  this  Province  :  indeed  they  have  no  feasible  con- 
quest left  them  but  this  colony,  and,  if  the  others  are 
deprived  of  tlieir  liberties,  it  is  difficult  to  say  wliat  the 
eflfect  will  be,  but  the  worst  is  to  be  feared. 

We  could  say  many  things  which  nearly  concern  us 
about  the  affairs  in  this  part  of  the  world,  but  we  are  con- 
fident you  will  hear  of  them  from  better  hands,  for  they 
must  become  public. 

We  cannot  but  express  our  most  sincere  acknowledg- 
ment of  gratitude  and  thanks  to  the  Right  Honorable  Mr. 
Pitt,  that  great  patron  of  liberty,  for  the  condescension  he 
has  shown  in  taking  notice  of  our  affairs  ;  and.  so  far  as 
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is  reasonable  and  just,  we  doubt  not  of  his  concurrence  and 
assistance  to  procure  lis  redress. 

In  answer  to  your  nmiarks,  that  the  quoriun  of  sixteen 
is  too  Iar};;e  for  the  proposed  lunnber  of  twenty-two  dejju- 
ties  for  the  w'hole.  Assembly,  it  is  also  our  opinion,  but  it 
was  the  resolve  of  Council. 

Our  desire  of  having  all  placemen  exchuhvl  from  the 
Assembly,  was  owing  to  the  circumstances  of  the  colony 
under  our  present  Governor.  The  voters  are  almost  depend- 
ants, the  officei's  are  wholly  so,  it  would  therefore  be  tin; 
Governor's  Assembly  and  not  the  people's.  Laws  woidd  be 
made  according  to  his  pleasure,  and  no  grievance  woidd  be 
redressed.  But  if  a  Governor  who  has  the  welfare  of  th(! 
colony  and  the  interest  of  the  people,  was  api)ointed,  this 
would  be  an  inmiaterial  i)oint. 

The  reason  why  triennial  Assemblies  was  proposed,  was 
intended  only  for  the  first  Assembly,  in  order  to  settle  the 
colony  imder  an  PZnglish  Assembly  ;  otherwise,  foreigners, 
being  the  most  numerous,  and  the  tim(^  when  they  will  be 
natin'alized  by  a  seven-years'  residence  near  apjiroacbing, 
th(^  future  Assemblies  might  b(^  mostly  com])osed  of  for- 
eigners, which  might  be  dangerous  to  this  frontier  settle- 
ment. 

As  to  the  article  of  Judges,  a  good  Governor  will  avail 
uiovQ  for  the  advancement  of  justice,  and  then  a  good  juilge 
would  be  under  no  concern  least  he  be  displaced. 

Another  of  the  Governor's  acts,  is  to  misrepresent  and 
abuse  all  below  liim.  He  has  publicly  called  his  Council  a 
pack  of  scoundrels,  the  merchants  a  parcel  of  villains  and 
bankrupts,  and  has  represented  in  England  the  whole  as  a 
people  discontented  and  rebellious.  We  have  authority  of 
his  saying  and  declaring  this  from  his  own  mouth  in  the 
presence  of  ULiny  officers  both  of  the  army  and  navy.  Is 
it  possible,  sir,  that  people  <;an  be  easy  under  such  a  Gov- 
ernor? We  dare  appeal  to  our  two  former  Governors  for 
our  behavior  under  their  administration,  whose  conduct  to 
us  was  the  very  reverse  of  Governor  Lawrence. 
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Bolievo  us.  sir,  we  two  not  captious.  We  arfvnot  that 
titrhnlcnf  jwopic  \v(>  have  been  rci)reseiited  ;  our  interest 
ol)hj;es  us  to  be  other\vis(.' ;  we  desire  nothing  ineonsistent 
with  tlie  prerogatives  of  the  Crown  ;  we  <l(>sire!  none  other 
than  the  liberties  enjoyed  by  the  other  eolonie.s,  wliieh  His 
IVbiJesty  has  graciously  been  pleased  to  promise  by  his 
Royal  proclamation. 

( )ur  distresses  have  arisen  from  tho  malevolent  disposi- 
tion of  Governor  I^awreneo  and  his  creatures.  Were  they 
removed  and  a  (xovernor  of  humanity  appointed,  one 
acijuainted  with  the  constitution  of  Englisluuen  and  an 
Assembly  settled,  you  would  soon  have  the  pleasure  of 
hearing  of  the  increase  and  success  of  this  settlement,  for 
■we  are  well  assured  that  500  families  would  remove^  from 
Massachusetts  and  settle  immediately  lusre,  as  we  know 
the  offer  lias  been  made  to(rovernor  Ijawrcncc  and  rejected 
upon  their  reciuiring  an  Assend)ly  to  be  fu-st  established,  in 
order  that  they  might  have  proper  laws  for  their  regula- 
tion and  security  of  their  property. 

As  for  evidence  of  people  leaving  the  colony  for  want  of 
an  Assembly  (those  that  are  already  gone),  it  would  take 
time  to  collect  them  as  they  are  dispersed  in  the  colonies  ; 
and  though  one  hundred  more  families  are  upon  the  point 
of  removing,  they  are  extremely  fearful  of  being  denied 
l)asscs  if  they  should  be  found  to  iiav(!  given  such  evidence, 
for  you  nuist  know  that  GovcJ'iior  Lawrence  obliges  ev(>vy 
master  of  a  vessel  to  enter  into  bond,  under  a  penaltj' of 
fifty  jiovrnds  forfeiture,  for  every  person  they  carry  away 
without  license  obtained  imder  his  hand  ;  and,  this  is  done 
without  the  least  shadow  of  law  or  order  of  Council ;  nor 
can  any  inhabitant  go  three  niiles  from  town  without  a 
certificate  from  a  justice  of  the  peace,  so  that  Halifax  is 
really  a  piison  to  all  intents  and  purposes. 

As  for  what  you  inention  of  the  depositions  not  coming 
under  the  seal  of  the  Province,  we  beg  leave  to  inform  you 
that  it  has  never  been  allowed  to  be  fixed  to  any  papers  but 
their   own.  instead   whereof  Governor  Lawrence  fixes  hi.^ 
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tlii-n'rofc,  titsiicli  Uiml  <p|  (■\i(|ciif('  it  uuiild  he  irnpossjidc  fo 
prociii't'  tliiit.  aiul.  for  want  of  the  I'lov  inccscal.  many  have 
suttcn-d  ill  tln'ir  lawsuits  in  tlic  ncijililMtriiij;-  colonif's.  or-  at 
the  expense  ol'  sending'  witnesses  where  their  suits  have 
iHien  d<'pendin^',  vvliieh  aif  some  ;ini(inj;tlie  many  rights  we 
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evidently  a; ipear.  if  it  is  not  already  mamlest.  tliat  whilst 
(lovfMMior  J^awrenee  has  the  [east  inthuMiec  in  Ameriean 
affairs,  so  loni/  irill  rin'n  (im/  cDiifnsina  <itfi'n<l  fhrm.  This 
t!'Uth.  (feneivd  Sliirl(\v  in  Kn^xland.  and  Lord  Churlos  Hay 
when  lu'  ^ofs  there,  will,  we  are  informed,  make  evident  to 
demonstration,  for  it  is  ^■cncrally  t)elieved.  that,  whatevi-r 
siteeious  crime  may  br  alleged  against  lj»rd  Charles  Hay, 
liis  couMnemrnt  was  solely  due  to  (Governor  La wi-encf's 
insinuations  to  I -lOrd  T/nidun.  ujioii  a.i)iM'vate(lisgnst  to  that 
Lord  for  examining  too  freely  into  tlie  exjienses  of  batt,<MMes. 
etc..  (>te..  and  sp<'aking  too  contemptibly  of  svliat  had  heen 
doni' for  the  mighty  sums  <'X])eni|cd  in  Nova  Scotia. 

W(!  had  not  touched  upon  those  matters,  hiii  as  we  think 
Providence  more  inunediately  seems  to  concern  itself  in  dis- 
covering the  villainous  arts  of  the  authors  of  our  calamities, 
and  hope  will  direct  its  nieasui'<'s  in  poui'ing  vengeance  on 
the  man  whose  sole  .lim  seems  to  h;ivc  heen  to  blast  tin* 
good  intentions  of  his  counti'y  and  to  niaki'  all  suboixlinates 
to  him  miserat»le. 

It  is  witli  pleasure  we  hear  that  th<'  accoimts  of  Nova 
Scotia,  will  l)e  strictly  eiKpiireil  into,  as  w<^  are  very  sure,  if 
they  were  sifted  to  the  ))ottom.  it  will  he  found  that  not  le.ss 
than  tea  thousand  pouutls,  of  rum.  molasses  (of  whith 
there  was  not  less  than  :5(),()()0  gallons,  which  alone  was 
worth  i;;},flO()),  beef,  ])ork.  etc.  etc.,  provisions  and  much 
merchandize  for  the  supjtly  of  the  Indians  and  French  in- 
habitants Avore  taken  ill  Kort  P>eause_ioui-.  neither  distributed 
as  a  reward  to  the  captors  nor  accounted  for.   ex<!ept  some 
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Hiiiall  i|Uiinlit,v  III'  lu'd  .-md  pui-k  s  ild  to  lln-  ( 'oininisisiii'y 
Mr.  Saul  on  Mr.  I-Jakcr's  su|»ply,  wliich  was  cxf ipriidy  had 
and  dt'caytMl.  anil  rcrtificd  ]>y  (iovpi-fior  l.awi-cnci'  as  pro- 
visions sent  l)y  (iov<>rnor  Shirii-y. 

That  th(f  Transports  vvci-c  kept  iK-artliree  nionl  lis  after  the 
H'n'uch  Ntmtrais  wen*  rt-ady  for  ('fnharwitiun  at  an  inini<>nKe 
(expense,  ami  the  .New  Knghiud  lroo|ts  kept  six  months  altci" 
thi'ir  yorvice  was  over,  and  this  toi"  two  special  iTasons  :  on«; 
to  ohligc  thoni  to  enlist  inti»  the  reyulars,  and  llie  other  tn 
defeat  General  Shirley  in  raisin;^  a  .snilicicnt  mimbei-  of 
troojis  iieee.ssary  for  the  summer's  eampai;^ri.  H\  which 
means  Oswep)  was  lost,  and  the  expedition  to  ('rown  Point 
renderei I  abortive.  We  appeal  todeneral  Shirley  fo«'  the 
truth  of  this. 

That  the  cattle,  etc..  etc..  uf  the  Acadiaiis  wore  (;onvert:ed 
to  privat((  uses,  of  which  we  know  ;{,(i{JO  lio;:;s  and  near  l.ono 
hea<l  t)f  cattle  wen^  killed  and  packed  at  Pigij;iiit  alone  and 
sent  by  water  toother  places;  and  whatat  other  foi-ts  is  yet  a 
seerot,  all  tmaccountefl  for  to  the  amount  ol  a  \ery  Inrpje 
sum  ;  and  he  ami  his  Commissary  are  noAv  under  jrreat 
])erplexity.  and  corili-iviiifz;  to  cover  this  ir)i<piitoiis  fi.nnl. 

That  li.'JO.OOO  has  been  laid  out  on  batteries  not  worth 
thirty  pence  for  the  defence  of  this  |)lace  in  the  judi^meul 
of  every  person  ac([uainted  therewith. 

It  is  possible  lie  may  produce  vouchers  to  covei'  all  liis 
frauds,  for.  if  the  true  ones  should  fall  short,  iie  has  tho.se 
under  him  who  have  been  used  to  such  kind  of  work  and 
can  readily  supply  the  deficiency.  But.  if  a  Gov(;rtior  wart 
sent  out  with  ord(>rs  to  erujuire  into  these,  or  at  least  to 
take  dei)ositious.  we  are  very  sure  the  whole  will  be  clearly 
made  to  appear. 
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fJo.    III. 

(Sw  Vol.  11.,  puKo  '2:\r^.) 

PKTITION  ok  the  At;ADlANS  1)KI'<)KTKI)T<J  PHILADKLI'HIA. 

To  lliK  Most  Excoll(>nt  MajcHtv,  KiiiK  of  Great  iiritain. 
etc.,  etc. 

Tlie  humblo  Petition  of  Iuh  stibjeetM.  the  late  Freiu;!)  in- 
habitaritH  of  Nova  Scotia,  formerly  Hcttled  on  the  Hay  of 
Minas,  and  riverw  thereunto  belon^iii)^:  now  resiilin^  in  the 
Province  ol  Pennsylvania,  on  behalf  uf  tlieniselvcs  and  the 
rest  of  the  late  inhabitants  of  tlit^  said  Itay,  and  also  of  tliose 
fonni'rly  settled  on  the  river  of  Ainu4>olis  Koyal,  whcreso- 
ev^er  dispersed. 

Mfiy  it  please  Your  Majesty. 

Tt  is  not  in  our  ]»o\ver  suHieiently  to  trace  back  thecuiidi- 
tions  U])on  which  our  ancestors  first  settled  in  Nova  Scotiii. 
under  the  i)rotecti(tn  of  Your  Majesty's  predecessors,  as  the 
great  jiart  of  our  elders  who  were  acipiainted  with  these 
transactions  ai'edead;  but  more  sj)ecially  because  on ]•  pa- 
pi'rs.  which  contained  our  <'oiilracts,  records,  etc.,  etc..  were. 
by  violence,  taken  from  us  some  tinu*  Ixjforo  the  unliappy 
catastrophe  which  has  bc^en  the  occasion  of  the  calannties 
we  are  now  under;  but  we  always  und(^rstood  the  foimda- 
tion  thereof  to  be  from  an  a}j;reement  made  lietween  Yotn* 
Majesty's  Commanders  in  Nova  Scotia  and  our  forefatheix 
about  the  year  i7i;i.  whereby  they  were  permitted  to  re- 
main in  the  possession  of  their  lands,  under  an  outh  of 
fid(4ity  to  the  Uritish  Government,  with  an  exemption  from 
bearing  arms,  and  the  allowance  of  the  free  exercise  of  our 
religion. 

Tt  is  a,  matter  of  certainty. — and  within  the  compass  of 
some    of   our  memories — liiat    in    thl^   year    17:!(i.    (ieneral 
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Philipps,  the  GovjTiior  of  Nova  Scotia,  did,  in  Your  Maj 
esty'H  iiam<\  <;(»nfirin  iintf)  us,  and  all  the  inli;il)itMnts  of 
tlio  wliolo  extent  of  the  Bsiy  of  Minas  and  rivi'vs  tliere'into 
IxdontrinK-  the  free  and  rntin?  ponsession  of  those  InndH  we 
were  then  possesHed  of:  whieh.  by  vcvantH  from  the  foi-nier 
Kr»Mn;h  (roverninent.  we  held  to  us  and  our  heir-s  forever, 
on  payin^jc  tluMMistouiary  quit-rents,  etc..  etc.  And  on  eondi- 
tion  that  we  isiiould  behave  witii  duesubnuKsion  nnd  fidelity 
to  Yoiu"  Mnjesty.  agi'et'able  to  the  oath  which  was  then 
administered  to  us.  whicli  is  as  f<»llow8,  viz.:  ''We  sin- 
cerely |)r<iniise  and  swear,  by  the  faith  of  a  Christian,  that 
we  shall  be  entirely  faithful,  and  will  tnily  submit  oiu'- 
selves  to  His  Majesty  King  Georjje.  whom  we  acknowledge 
as  sovereign  l^ord  of  New  Scotland,  or  Acadia;  so  G«Mi 
helj)  us." 

.Vnd  at  the  same  time,  the  said  General  ]*hilij>ps  did.  in 
like  matuier.  promise  the  sjiid  P>«;nch  iidiabitants.  in  Your 
Majesty  s  name,  that  they  should  hav<'  the  true  e.xercise 
of  their  religion,  and  be  exempted  from  bearing  arms,  and 
from  being  employ<Hl  in  war.  either  against  the  French  or 
Indians.  Under  the  winction  of  this  solenm  engagement 
we  held  our  lands,  made  further  purchases,  anuiially  pay- 
ing our  (piit-rentH,  etc..  etc. :  and  we  had  the  greatest  reason 
to  conclude  that  Your  Majesty  did  not  disaj»pr<»ve  of  the 
abov(.'  agreement,  and  that  our  conduct  continued,  during 
a  long  course  of  years,  to  be  such  as  recommended  us  to 
your  gracious  j)rotection.  and  to  the  regard  of  thcGovet-nor 
of  New  England,  appears  from  a  printed  <leclaration.  ma«le 
seventeen  years  after  this  time,  by  His  Excellency  William 
Shirley,  Governor  of  New  England,  which  was  publish(>d 
and  dispersed  in  our  country,  some  copies  of  which  liave 
escaped  from  the  general  destru(!tion  of  most  of  our  papt'rs, 
part  t>f  which  is  as  follows: 

•  •  iiy  His  Majesty's  comftiand, 

•  V  declaration  of  Williatn  Shirley.  Esq..  C'aptiin- 
General  and  Governor-in-Chief.  in  and  over  His  Majesty's 
Province  of  Mass:i(  liusetts"  Bay,  etc. 


MASCAIIKNK  S    l.KTTKi:. 


nf 
T 

ir. 


'•To  His  M.'ijosty's  subjects,  tlio  FrcrK-h  inhabitants  of 
liiH  ]m>vince  of  Novn  Scot  ia  :  Whoroas.  upon  bcinp:  informed 
that  n  rei>ort  had  been  |»rojiaKat4'<l  anionR  His  MajeHtys 
KubjoctH.  the  Kreuch  inliabitants  of  his  Province  of  Nova 
Scotia,  that  tlieru  wa«  an  intentiun  to  remove  them  from 
their  settleiuents  in  that  Proviuee,  J  did,  by  my  declaia- 
tioii,  dated  Kith  September.  1740,  signify  to  tiiem  tliat  the 
same  was  groundless,  and  that  J  was,  on  tiie  contrai-y,  per- 
suaded that  His  Majesty  would  be  graeioiisly  pleased  to  ex- 
tend his  royal  protection  to  all  such  of  them  ,i^  should  coti- 
tinue  in  their  fidelity  and  allegian<'e  to  him.  and  in  no  wise 
abet  or  hold  correspondence  with  tiie  enemies  of  his  crown : 
and  therein  assured  them,  tiiat  1  would  makti  a  favourable 
representation  of  their  stiite  and  circumstances  to  His  Maj- 
esty, and  did  ac<-ordingiy  transmit  a  represental  ion  tlK-reof 
to  be  lai«l  befon^bim,  and  hav('lhereui)()n  received  liis  royal 
pleasure,  touching  his  aforesaid  subjects  in  Nova  Scotia, 
ii'ifh  his  c.»7>/"<'.s'.s  i-fn}tiii(in(ls  to  signifi/  the  Niniif  fi>  fJifiii  in 
his  utiitii' :  iioir  hi/  virtue  thrreof,  nvd  in  nhrrficiiri'  to  Hin 
MaJeMif's  said  <>nt<'rs.  1  do  hereby  declare,  in  His  Majesty's 
name,  that  there  is  not  the  least  foundation  for  any  ap- 
])rehen8ions  of  His  Majesty's  intendingto  remove  tb(fm,  the 
sjiid  inhabitants  of  Nova  Scotia,  from  their  said  s(;tllemenls 
and  habitations  within  the  said  Province:  hut  tiiat.  on  the 
«!ontrary,  it  is  His  Majesty's  resolution  to  protect  and  main- 
tain all  such  of  them  as  have  adhered  to  and  shall  continue 
in  their  duty  and  allegiance  to  him,  in  the  (juict  anci  jieace- 
able  possession  of  their  respective  habitati<»ns  an«l  s«'ttle- 
ments.  awrf  in  the  enjniptu'vt  of  their  ric/hts  otid  ftrirHofU's 
lis  his  Hubjects,  etc.,  etr." 

Dated  at  Boston,  the  21st  of  October.  17»7. 

And  this  is  farther  confirmed  by  a  letter,  dattni  20th 
of  June,  in  the  same  year,  wrote  to  o\ir  de|»uties  by  Mr. 
Mascarene,  then  Your  Majesty's  cliief  «'onnnander  in  Nova 
Scotia,  which  refei"s  to  Governor  Shirley's  first  declaration, 
of  which  we  have  a  copy,  legally  aiithenticated.  jtart  of 
which  is  as  follows,  viz. : 
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AI'l'KAI.   TO    (JOVKKNOi:    <«U:N  \V  ALUS. 


"  A»  to  tli«'  h'sxr  y«»u  say  yon  labor  under,  on  account  of 
beinjjc  thrcHtcnc(i  to  evncuat*;  the  country,  you  have  in  i»oh- 
w^HHioii  iiis  Kx<'ellency  Willijun  Shirley's  printed  letter, 
whereby  you  may  b<*  made  eiwy  in  that  respec^t :  you  are 
HeuHibleof  the  prunuHes  1  have  made  to  you,  the  effectn  of 
whitth  you  have  already  felt.  that.  I  would  protect  you  s«» 
long  as.  by  your  conduct  and  fidelity  to  the  Crown  of 
Gn.'Mt  Britain,  you  would  enPibleme  to  do  so,  which  promist? 
1  do  again  repeat  to  you." 

Near  the  time  <  )l'  tlie  publication  of  the  before  mentiontMl 
declaration,  it  was  re(]uir(td  that  our  deputies  should,  on 
btshalf  of  all  the  people,  renew  the  oath  formerly  taken  to 
General  Philipps,  wliich  was  done  without  any  mention  of 
bearing  arms,  and  we  call  with  truth  say,  that  we  arc  not 
sensible*  of  alteration  in  uur  disposition  and  conduct  since 
that  time  ;  but  that  we  always  continued  to  retain  a  grate- 
ful regard  to  Your  Majesty  and  your  Government,  notwilli- 
standing  which,  we  have  found  ourselves  surrounde<l  wi:!i 
difficulties  rnknown  to  us  before.  Your  Majesty  dcti  r- 
min(!d  to  fortify  our  Province  and  settle  Halifax;  whicii 
the  F'rench  looking  upon  with  jealousy,  they  made  freijucnt 
iiu'ursions  through  our  country,  in  order  to  annoy  that  set- 
tlement, whereby  we  came  exposed  to  many  straits  an<l 
hardships  ;  yet,  from  the  obligations  we  were  under,  from 
the  oath  we  had  taken,  we  were  never  under  any  doubt, 
but  that  it  was  our  indispensable  duty  and  intei-est.  to  i»'- 
main  true  to  your  Government  an«l  our  oath  of  fidelit.N'. 
hoping  that  in  time  those  difficxilties  would  be  removed, 
and  we  should  see  peace  and  tranquillity  restored  ;  and  if, 
from  the  (;bange  of  affairs  in  Nova  Scotia,  Your  Majesty 
bad  titought  it  not  inconsistent  with  the  safety  of  your  said 
Provin(!e  to  let  us  remain  there  upon  the  tertns  promised 
us  by  your  Governors,  in  Y'our  Majesty's  name,  we  should 
doubtless  have  acquiesced  with  any  other  reasf)nable  pro- 
posal which  might  have  been  made  to  us,  consistent  with 
the  safety  of  our  aged  parents,  and  t«'nder  wives  and 
children  ;  and  we  Jire  persuaded,  if  that  had  been  the  case, 
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vhi'ivvcr  wp  had  ivtinHl.  \v<»  should  hav*'  hchi  niuNi'lvrs 
under  th«*  strongest  obligations  (»f  gratitude,  from  a  thank- 
ful remembrance  of  the  happiness  we  had  enjoyed  under 
Your  Majesty's  administration  and  gracious  protection. 
About  the  time  of  the  settlement  of  Halifax.  General  (>orn- 
wuUis.  Governor  of  Nova  Scotia,  did  re<|uirf'  that  we  should 
take  the  oath  of  allegiani;e  without  the  exemption  before 
allowed  us  of  not  bearing  arms  ;  but  this  we  absolutc^ly 
refus«Ml,  iis being  an  infringement  of  the  principal  condition 
upon  which  our  forefathers  agret'«l  t<»  settle  imder  the 
British  Government. 

And  we  acquainted  Governor  Cornwallis,  that  if  Your 
Majesty  was  not  willing  to  continue  that  exemption  to  us. 
we  desired  lilierty  to  evacuate  the  (M)untry,  proposing  to 
settle  on  the  Island  of  St.  John,  where  the  French  Govern- 
ment was  willing  to  let  us  have  land  ;  which  proposal  he 
at  that  time  rcifused  to  coii.sent  to.  but  told  us  he  would  a**- 
quaint  Your  Majesty  therewith  and  I'cttirn  us  an  answer. 
But  we  never  received  an  answer,  nor  was  any  proposal  <»f 
that  made  to  us  until  we  were  made  ])risoners. 

Aft^^r  the  settlement  of  Halifax  we  suffered  many 
abuses  and  insults  from  Your  Majesty's  enemies,  mon^ 
specially  from  the  Indians  in  tlic  iiilcrcst  of  the  French, 
by  whuni  our  cattle  was  killed,  our  houses  pillaged,  and 
many  of  us  personally  abused  and  put  in  fear  of  our  lives, 
and  suiiic  even  carried  away  pi'lsunrrs  towards  Cana<la, 
solfly  oil  account  of  our  resolution  st(\ulily  to  maintain 
oiu"  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  Knglisli  ( Joveniment  :  particularly 
Rene  LeBlaiu- — our  public  notary — was  taken  prisoner  by 
the  Indians  when  actually  trav(>lling  in  Your  Majesty's 
service*,  his  huusc  pillaged,  and  hiinseU  carried  to  the 
Freucii  fort,  from  whence  lie  did  uul  recover  his  liberty 
but  with  great  difficulty,  after  fc»ur  years,  captivity. 

\Vf  wci'c  likewise  obligj-d  to  comply  with  the  demand 
of  the  enemy,  made  for  provisitms.  cattle,  etc.,  etc.,  upon  pain 
of  military  execution,  which  wo  had  reason  to  believe  tlie 
Government  was  made  sensildc  was  not  an  act  of  (     >!' n 
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our  i>art,  but  of  necessity,  as  those  in  authority  apiM>;ir<'»l  to 
take  hi  good  part  the  representations  we  always  nia<U*  t<» 
them  after  anything  of  that  nature  had  happened. 

Notwithstanding  the  many  difticulties  we  thus  laboured 
under,  yet  we  dare  appeal  to  the  several  (Governors,  bf)th 
at  Halifax  and  Annapolis  Kuyal,  fur  testimonies  of  uur 
being  always  ready  and  willing  to  obey  tlicir  orders,  and 
give  all  the  assistance  in  uur  power,  either  in  funiishiiig 
|)rovisions  and  materials,  or  making  roads,  building  forts, 
etc.,  etc.  agreeable  to  Your  Majesty's  ordei's,  and  our  oath 
of  fidelity,  whensoever  called  upon,  or  reipiired  thereunto. 

It  was  also  our  constant  rare  to  give  notice  to  Your 
Majesty's  eonunanders.  of  the  danger  they  from  time  to 
time  have  b<H>n  exposed  to  by  the  enemy's  troops,  and  had 
the  intelligence  we  gave  been  always  attended  to.  many 
lives  might  have  been  .spared,  particularly  in  the  unhappy 
alTair  which  befell  Major  Noble  ainl  his  brolhiT  at  (Jrand 
Pre,  when  tlify.  with  great  numbers  of  their  lut'ii  were  c\it 
off  by  t)i«'  «'ncmv.  notwithstanding  tlie  Ireijuent  advices  we 
had  given  tbcui  of  the  ilanger  they  were  in  ;  and  yet  we  have 
been  very  unjustly  accused  as  parties  in  tliat  mjissac're. 

And  although  we  have  been  thus  anxiously  eon<!emed 
U>  manifest  our  fidelity  in  these  several  resj)ects,  yet  it  hjw 
been  falsely  insinuated,  that  it  bad  been  our  general  prac- 
tice to  abet  and  support  Your  Majesty's  enemies  :  but  we 
trust  that  Your  Majesty  will  not  suffer  suspicions  ami 
accusations  to  be  received  as  proof  sufficient  to  reduce 
thrmsands  of  innocent  people,  from  the  most  happy  situ- 
ation to  a  state  of  the  gi-eatest  distress  and  misery.  No, 
this  was  far  from  our  thoughts  ;  we  esteemed  our  situation 
so  happy  as  by  no  means  to  desire  a  change. 

We  have  always  desired,  and  again  desire  that  we  may 
Ik?  permitted  to  answer  our  accusers  in  a  judicial  way.  lu 
the  meantime  i)ermit  \is,  sir,  here  solemidj'  to  declare.  Iliut 
these  accusations  are  utterly  false  and  groundless,  so  far  as 
they  concern  us  as  a  collective  body  of  people.  It  hath  (>c<'i\ 
always  our  desire  to  live  as  our  fathers  have  done.  a«  faith- 
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fiil  siil)j«'ris  uihIit  Your  MaJcHty's  ruyal  )»rt>t«'rti«(ii.  witli  an 
liiiftMgiMMl  resolution  to  ni.iiiitaiii  our  oath  of  fi<l<'lity  to  tli*' 
utinoHt  of  our  power.  Yot  it  caiuiot  Iw  cxiuM-tc*!  but  that 
umongHt  UH.  as  well  as  amongst  otlicr  pcoplr.  th*M-*>  hav** 
been  som«  weak  and  false- boarted  persons,  susceptibli'  i»f 
being  bribed  by  the  enemy  soas  to  lireak  Iheoalh  ot  fidehty. 
Twelve  of  tbes«'  were  outlawinl  in  (Jovenior  Shirlcys  Prix-- 
lamation  bi'foro  mentioned  ;  but  it  will  l»e  Couiid  t!iat  tlie 
number  of  sucb  fals«'-hearted  men  amongst  us  were  very 
few,  considering  our  situation,  the  number  of  our  inhaliit- 
ants,  and  bow  we  stood  eireumstaneed  in  several  respects  ; 
and  it  may  easily  Iw  made  toappe.-irtliat  it  was  the  constant 
care  of  our  Deputies  to  prevent  and  put  a  stop  to  sueli 
wicked  conduct  when  it  came  to  their  knowledge. 

We  understiUHl  that  the  aid  granted  to  the  Kienrh  by 
the  inhabitants  of  Leaubassin  has  Imcu  used  ;is  an  argu- 
ment to  accelerate  our  ruin  ;  but  we  trust  that  Vouf  Maj- 
esty will  not  permit  the  innocent  to  be  involved  with  tli«' 
guilty  ;  no  consequence  «-;ui  be  Justly  di-awn.  that.  becaus«» 
those  people  yielded  to  the  threats  and  pei-suasiotis  of  the 
enemy  we  should  do  the  same.  They  wer<'  situated  so  far 
from  Halifax  as  to  be  in  a  great  measun'  out  of  the  pro- 
tection of  the  English  (iovernment.  which  was  notour  ca.se  ; 
we  were  separated  from  them  by  sixty  miles  of  uncultiv.itcd 
land,  and  bad  no  other  conni.'ction  with  them  than  what  is 
usual  with  neighliorf  at  such  a  distance  :  and  we  c:in 
truly  say,  we  looked  on  th<'ir  defection  from  Yotir  Majesty's 
interest  with  great  pain  and  anxiety.  Nevertheh'ss.  not 
long  before  our  being  made  prisoners,  the  house  in  which 
we  kept  our  contracts,  records,  deeds,  etc..  was  invested  with 
an  armed  force,  and  all  our  papers  violently  carried  away, 
none  of  which  have  to  this  day  been  returned  us,  when-bv 
we  are  in  a  great  measure  deprived  of  means  of  making  our 
innocence  and  the  justness  of  our  complaints  appear  in  their 
true  light. 

TTpon  our  sending  a  remonstrance  to  the  TJovernor  and 
Council,  of  the  violence  that  had  Ih'cii  offered   us  by  the 
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H«'i/-urt'  of  our  papers,  and  thr  ^roiiiKllcss  fears  th«'  (Jovcn 
iiH'tit  api)eared  to  h<*  iiiuler  on  our  afcoiuit.  by  tlieir  takin., 
away  our  arniH,  no  answer  was  returm-d  tons;  tait  tlioH- 
who  had  signed  the  remonstrance,  and  some  time  after  six  I  \ 
more,  in  all  about  eighty  of  our  eldoix.  were  sununoned  t<» 
appear  before  the  (Governor  in  C?ounoil,  whieh  they  inune- 
diately  complied  with  :  and  it  waH  recpiired  of  them  that 
they  should  take  the  oath  (»f  allegiance  without  the  ex<?nip- 
ti<in  which,  during  a  course  of  nearly  fifty  years,  iias  bi'cn 
granted  t«>  us  and  to  our  fathers,  of  nf>t  luMng  (tbligod  to 
bear  arms,  and  which  wjis  the  principal  condition  upon 
which  our  ancestors  agreed  to  remain  in  Nova  Scotia,  when 
the  rest  of  the  inhabitants  evacuated  the  coimtry  :  wliich. 
OH  it  was  (contrary  to  our  inclination  and  .judgment,  we 
thotight  oui-seives  engaged  in  «luty  absolutely  to  refus*:. 
Nevertheless,  we  freely  offered,  anil  would  gladly  have  re- 
n«'W«'d  our  oath  of  fidi'lity.  but  this  was  not  accepted,  ami 
Ave  were  all  ininiediately  made  prisoners,  and  were  told  by 
the  fiovernof.  that  our  estates,  both  real  and  personal,  were 
forfeited  for  Y(»ur  Majesty's  use.  Astotho8<'  whoreniain('«l 
at  home,  they  were  summoned  to  appear  before  the  com- 
manders in  th(*  forts,  which,  we  showing  some  fear  to  com- 
ply witli.  on  accoimt  of  the  seizure  of  our  papers,  and  im- 
prisonment of  so  many  of  our  eldei*s.  we  had  the  greatest 
assurance  given  us,  that  there  was  no  other  design  but 
to  make  us  renew  our  former  oath  of  fidelity  ;  yet,  as  soon 
as  we  were  within  the  fort,  the  sam(«  Judgment  was  passed 
on  us  as  had  Ix'en  passed  on  our  brethren  at  Halifax,  and 
Ave  were  also  made  prisoners. 

Thus,  notwithstanding  t\w  solemn  grants  made  to  our 
fathei-s  by  Cxeneral  Philipps.  and  the  declaration  made  by 
G<»vernt)r  Shii'ley  and  M.  Mascarene  in  Your  Majesty's 
name,  that  it  was  Your  Majesty's  resolution  to  prote(;t  and 
maintain  all  such  of  us  as  should  continue  in  their  duty  and 
allegiance  to  Your  Majesty,  in  the  quiet  and  peaceable  pos- 
session of  their  settlements,  and  the  enjoyment  of  all  their 
rights  an<l  ]trivileg(>s  ns  Your  Majesty's  subjects  ;  we  found 
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ourwivos  at  niii'«'  HcprivcMl  of  our  litM'rti<-H.  nithoiit  Jiny 
judicial  |»rm'ess.  nr  even  withnut  miy  ••ircnwi's  iip|»oariiiK 
afcaiimt  iis,  and  tluN  Holely  Kroiiiidcd  (in  iiiistai\<>ii  .j(>alonsi<>H 
and  fals«>  HiiHpioioiis  that  wh  an*  iii<')iiial>lc  to  tal«>  part  witii 
Your  Ma.i«'HtyK  ••iM'init'S.  But  \\v  aKaiii  drclai'p  tiiat  that 
accuHntioii  in  j^roundicHs  :  it  was  our  fixed  ri'H«>lutioii  t<» 
uiuintaiit.  to  tiic  iitiMost  of  «iur  power,  th*- oath  of  tidelily 
which  we  had  tatceii.  not  only  from  a  s«'iise  of  iiidispciisahle 
diity.  hut  alHo  1)ecau8<>  we  were  vvell  satisfied  with  our  sit- 
uation un<h»r  Your  Mn.jesty's  (Toveriimeid  and  protection. 
and  did  not  think  it  could  l»e  iM'ttered  hy  any  chanp;e  which 
eoidd  Ik*  propomed  to  us.  It  has  mIso  heen  fnlsely  insinuated 
thiat  we  held  the  opinion  that  we  nii^ht  he  ahsolved  fruin 
our  oath  so  an  to  hreak  it  with  intpiuiity.  hut  this  we  like- 
wistf  Kt>leniidy  tieclare  to  he  a  false  accusation,  and  which 
we  plainly  evinced  hy  our  exposing  ourselves  to  ho  great 
losses  and  sutTerinp;s  rather  than  take  the  oiith  proposed  to 
the  (rovernor  and  Council,  heejuise  we  apjtrehended  wo 
coidd  not  in  conscience  eoniply  therewith. 

ThuH  we.  our  ancient  parents  and  j;i'andparents — men  (^ 
of  f^reat  intef^rity  and  approv«Ml  fidelity  to  Your  Majesty — 
and  our  inno<'ent  wiNcsand  children,  hecame  the  unhai>py 
victims  to  those  groundless  fears  :  w»'  wer«'ti'ansp(M*ted  into 
the  Knglish  rolonies,  and  this  was  done  in  so  much  haste, 
and  with  so  little  regard  to  our  tu'cessities  and  the  tenderest 
ties  of  nature,  that  from  the  most  social  enjoyments,  and 
aflluent  cijvMunstances.  many  foimd  theniselves  «1estittite  of 
tlie  necessaries  <»f  life.  Parents  were  separated  from  chil- 
dren, hushands  from  wives,  some  of  whom  have  not  to  this 
day  met  again  :  and  we  were  so  crowded  mjthe_ transport 
vt'SBelw,  that  we  had  not  niom  even  for  all  our  bodies  to  lay 
<lo\vn  at^oiice.  and  <-onse(piently  wi-re  prevented  from  carry 
ing  with  us  jiroper  necessaries.  es|)e<'ially  for  the  support 
and  comfort  of  the  aged  and  weak,  many  of  whom  quickly 
ended  their  misery  with  their  livr's.  .\nd  even  tliose 
amongst  us  who  had  suffered  deeply  from  Your  Majesty  V 
enemies,  on  account  of  their  attachment  to  Yom-  Majesty's 
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Oovominont.  wfrv  (Mpially  involved  in  th(M*nmmon  calamity, 
of  whif'h  Ili'rip  I>'BIuii<-.  th<»  NoUiry  Pnbli<'  beforo  mnntionod, 
m  a  nMimrkubU'  iiiHiniicH.  He  was  H(>iKo<l.  conflntHl,  and 
brought  away  anions  tbe  rtwt  of  tb«^  {NMjplo.  and  hit)  family, 
(•onHiHting  of  twi^uty  children,  and  about  one  hundred  and 
lifty  Krandcliildren.  were  Hcatterud  in  different  colonieH,  hu 
lliut  lie  wjiH  put  on  sliore  at  New  York,  with  only  his  wife 
and  twt»  youiij;est  childn-n,  in  an  intirni  state  of  health, 
frtun  whence  he  joined  three  more  of  his  <'hil(h'en  at  Phila- 
delphia, where  he  died  without  any  more  notice  beinj? 
tak<n)  of  him  than  any  of  us.  notwithstandinK  bin  many 
years'  labor  and  <lee])  suffering  for  Yf»ur  Majesty's  service. 

The  miserieB  we  have  Hin(;e  endured  are  scar<^e  sufti- 
<Mently  to  Imj  ex|)resse<l.  being  reduced  for  Ji  liv(;lihood  to  toil 
and  hard  labor  in  a  bouthern  clime,  so  disagnn.'able  lo  uwr 
constitutions  that  nuist  (»f  us  havt'  been  prevented  by  sick- 
ness from  procuring  the  necessary  suljsisU'Uce  for  our 
faMulies;  and  therefore  are  threatened  with  that  wln'ch  we 
esteem  the  greatest  aggravation  of  all  om*  sufTerings.  even 
of  having  our  children  forced  from  us.  an<l  bound  out  to 
strangers  and  exposed  to  «.>ontagious  (listemj)ers  imknown 
in  our  native  country. 

Tiiis,  compared  with  the  alllueuce  and  ease  we  en.joy(^l. 
shows  our  condition  to  be  extremely  \vretch<'d.  We  have 
already  seen  in  tiiis  Province  of  I'enusylvania  two  hiuidrcd 
and  fifty  of  our  jjeople,  which  is  n»ore  than  half  tiic  num- 
ber that  were  landed  here,  perish  through  misei-v  and  vari- 
«M IS  diseases.  In  this  great  distress  and  misery,  we  have, 
under  God,  none  but  Your  Majesty  to  look  to  with  hopes 
of  relief  and  redress  : 

We  therefore  hereby  implore  your  gracious  protection, 
iuid  request  you  may  be  plejised  to  let  the  justice  of  our 
complaints  be  tiiily  and  nupartially  enquired  into,  and  that 
Your  Majesty  would  please  to  grant  us  stich  relief,  sis  in 
your  justice  and  clemency  you  will  think  our  case  requires, 
and  we  shall  hold  ourselves  bound  to  pray.  etc. 
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(Sfc  \'m|  II.,  piiv'.'  •.'::;.) 

A  ichitidii  i>f  tilt'  niis|(»iiiiiii'.-»  i>l  ilii>  l-'n  mli  .\i  ntnils,  a.s  laid  bcfon* 
lilt'  ,V'->i'iiihl.v  of  lilt-  I'tiiv  iiiri' III  j'l-Miinylvania  h>  .Iriiii  Ituiilinli* 
♦  JiihTiif.  "iif  of  I  lie  oaiil  |nuiili  . 

Amn'T  tlio  y«'iir  171:5.  wIh-m  AniiupoliK  Koyjil  waw  taknn 
from  tli»'  Kn'iicli.  o)ir  IhIIuth  Iwinj^  thi'ii  settlctl  on  the  May 
i)i  Kiiruly.  upon  tin- siirirnd^r  t>t!  that  foiintry  t^j  th«'  Kn^- 
HhIi,  luul.  I»y  virtiK.'ol  tlu' treaty  of  Utrcclit.  a  year  granU'*! 
tlicni  to  iciuovc  willi  tht'ir  ert'ectM  ;  but  aKKi"i«'V»Hl  at  tliu 
idea  of  losing  tlic  fruits  of  so  many  years"  laltur,  thry  cliust* 
ratlior  to  remain  there  and  become  the  snl»jeets  of  (!r<-at 
Mritain.  on  tlie  eondition  that  they  mi^^lil  hee.veinpted  from 
beariiij?  arms  a>;ainst  Frnneo,  most  of  thent  liavinj;  near 
relations  amongst  the  Freneh,  whieh  they  might  have 
destroyed  with  their  own  han<ls.  had  they  eonsented  to 
bear  arms  against  tiu^m. 

This  request  they  always  understond  lobe  granted,  on 
tlieir  taking  the  Oath  of  Fidelity  to  Ihr  Majesty  (.^ueen 
Aiuie;  whieh  Oatli  of  Fidelity  was  hy  us.  about  27  years 
ago,  renewed  to  His  Ma.jesty  King  (reorge  by  (Jeiieral 
Pliilipj»s,  who  then  allowed  us  an  e.xemptioii  from  bearing 
arms  against  Franee  :  whieh  exem|»tion.  till  lately  (that 
we  were  tohl  to  the  (tontrarvi.  we  always  thought  was 
approved  l)y  the  king. 

Our  Oath  of  Fidelity,  we  that  are  now  brought  into  this 
Proviuee,  as  those  of  our  people  that  have'  been  eurried  into 
neighboring  Provinces,  hav(^  always  invariably  observed, 
and  have,  on  all  occasions,  been  willing  t(»  afford  every 
assist ane(^  in  our  power  to  His  Majesty's  Governors,  in 
ei-eeting  forts,  making  roads,  bridges,  etc.,  etc.,  and  provid- 
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itiK  for  Mm  Mnjeflty's  service,  as  can  be  tefltifioil  by  t  h«'  Hovcnil 
(^ovnniorH  and  officers  that  have  commandod  in  IIih  Mn.j 
••Hty'H  Provinoe  in  Nova  Scotia  ;  and  thiB,  notwithHt4iii(lin>r 
th«<  ropeated  solicitations,  thnnttH,  and  abuscH  wlii<;ii  wf 
havtM-ontinually,  more  or  lesH,  Huffercd  from  the  Fr«*n(rh  and 
IndiniiH  of  Canada  on  that  account,  particularly  ten  yearn 
:);;(>.  uiien  500  French  an<l  IndiauH  came  to  uur  Kettleuients, 
inteinling  to  attack  Annapolis  Hoyal.  which,  had  their 
intention  succeeded,  would  h.ive  made  them  masters  of  all 
Nova  Scotia,  it  being  the  only  place  of  streiiKth  then  in 
that  Province,  they  e.-irnestly  solicited  us  to  Join  with,  and 
aid  them  therein  :  but  we.  (tersisting  in  our  resolution  t<» 
abide  true  to  our  Oath  of  Fidelity,  and  absolutely  re- 
fusing  to  give  them  any  assistance,  they  gave  over  their 
intention,  and  returned  toC'anada. 

And,  about  .seven  yeai's  past,  at  the  settling  of  Halifax,  a 
bod^  of  l.'tO  Indians  (.-ame  amongst  us,  fon-iMl  some  <>r  ns 
from  our  habitat  ions,  and  by  threats  and  blows  woidd  liave 
compelled  us  to  assist  them  in  waylaying  and  destroying 
the  F.nglisb.  then  «'mployod  in  erecting  forts  in  ditTerent 
parts  of  thecountry  ;  but.  positively  n^fusing.  tiiey  left  us. 
aft«M"  having  altused  us  and  niadi?  great  havoc  of  our  cattle, 
etc.,  etc.  I  myself  w.is  nix  weeks  before^  1  wholly  recovered 
of  the  blows  received  at  I  hat  tim(^ 

Almost  luunbc^rless  are  the  instances  whicii  unght  be 
given  of  the  .ibiises  and  losses  we  have  imdtM-gone  from  t)ie 
French  Indians,  on  account  of  our  steady  adherence  to  our 
Oath  of  Fidelity;  and  yet.  notwithstanding  our  strict 
observniice  thereof,  we  have  not  been  able  to  prevent  the 
grievous  calamity  which  is  now  come  u]»on  us.  and  wliich 
we  ap]>rehend  to  be  in  gi'eat  measure  owing  to  the  unhappy 
situation  and  cuuduct  of  S(»me  of  our  ])eoi>le  at  Beausejour. 
at  llie  l»ott(»iu  of  the  IJay  of  Fundy.  where  the  Fniuch 
ert'ftt'd  ,1  Fort.  Those  of  our  people  who  were  settled  near 
it.  after  having  had  many  of  their  settleuHMits  burnt  by  the 
French,  being  too  far  from  Halifa.v  and  .\nnapolis  Royal  to 
expect  needed  assistance  fn)m  the  English,  were  obliged,  as 
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w(>  In*Iu'v«>.  tiKirf  through  coinpulHinn  mui  fnir  than  iiK-lini- 
tioii,  to  join  with  uiul  iUMiHt  tlir*  French,  iik  it  ii[>|K><irH  fniiu 
th«*  jirti«*I«'H  of  capitulntion  of  F'ort  H<'iuiw»jour.  iijfnH'd  on 
b('tw«><>n  I'oloncl  Monnkton  rnii  th(>  Knmch  <'(»nimiin<l<T,  nt 
the  th'hvery  ol  thcMiid  Kurt  tu  the  KngliMh,  which  iHi^xnctly 
HI  th<i  following  woniN: 

"  With  r«tK<i>'<i  tu  the  A(uidiaiM,  uh  th«>y  havu  hccii  for(-c<| 
to  take  up  arntH  on  pani  of  death,  tlioy  shall  he  p:ir)loiii><i 
for  tlie  part  they  have  In-en  taking." 

Notwithstanihti^  thia,  uh  tint  (^oiuliiet  of  these  people  hati 
given  jiiHt  nn)l)rag(  t«»  the  (lovernment,  and  ereated  niispi- 
eion  to  the  preJudiiN  '  our  wh«>le  eomtnnnity.  we  were 
Hinnmoited  to  appear  !)■  .  .re  tlu'  Governor  and  (Joiiii<*il  at 
Hahfax,  where  we  were  recpiired  to  take  the  oath  of  alle- 
gianee  with«»(it  oii  ornu  r  ex<nnr'<  i.i,  which  v/<M;<iiild  not 
conijily  wit!),  L  'cau.se.  as  t,he  ' '  jvernnient  wjis  thenhiUialed. 
w«'  .•>[ipT(«hende<l  we  sli<.  ild  liave  he^'n  ol)li^^ed  to  take  U|t 
aniiK.  hilt  wi!  otfer"«i  (u  lake  (lie  Oiitli  of  Kidelif y ,  andK'i^'' 
the  strongest  assurances  of  continuing  iM'acealile  and  faitli- 
ful  to  His  Britannic  Majesty  with  that  exception.  This,  in 
tlu'  situation  of  afT^iirs,  not  hein;;  sjitisfactorv.  we  win 
made  prisoners;  and  oui-  estates.  Iioth  real  iiul  personal, 
forfeiU'd  to  the  king.  Vessels  Ix'ing  provided,  we  were 
Huinetiuie  after  sent  olf  with  must  of  our  fainilit^s,  and  dis- 
persed aiitong  the  EuKliish  «*«)lonies.  The  hurry  and  eonlii- 
siuii  in  which  we  were  einh.uked  was  an  agKravalirig  cir- 
cunist.incc  attending  our  misfortunes;  for.  therel)y.  many 
who  have  lived  in  affluence,  found  themselves  dcjjrived  of 
every  ne<'('ssu"y-  ni.iny  families  were  separated,  jiarents 
from  children  and  eliildren  from  parents.  ^ 

Yet.  hiessed  he  (rod  that  it  wasour  lot  to  bo  sent  to  IVmui- 
sylvania,  where  our  wants  have  been  relieved,  and  where 
we  have  in  every  respect  been  received  with  (Jhiistian 
benevolence  and  ch;n'ity.  Let  ine  a(hl.  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  susjiicions  ami  fears  which  many  secMii  to  he  pos- 
sessed of  on  our  account,  as  thoujjh  we  werea  dangerous  peo- 
ple,  who  make  little    scruple  of  breaking  our  oaths,  time 
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will  niuke  it  manifest  that  wc  aro  not  sueh  a  people.  No; 
tlu>  uiiliappy  situation  wliicli  we  are  now  in  is  a  plain 
f'videnee  that  this  has  no  foundation  and  tends  to  a^j^ravate 
tlie  niisfoiMuues  of  an  already  too  unhappy  i")eople:  for.  iiad 
w(!  entei-tained  such  pernicious  sentiments,  we  might  easily 
have  prevented  our  tailing  into  the  melancholy  cireuni- 
stances  \v<>  are  ii(»\v  in,  viz..  deprived  of  our  substance', 
banished  from  our  native  country.  an«l  reduced  to  live  from 
charity  iu  a  strange  huid;  and  this,  for  refusing  to  take  an 
(»ath  which  Christianity  absolutely  forbids  us  to  violate, 
had  we  once  tjvken  it.  an«l  yet  Jin  oath  which  we  could  not 
comply  with  without  iK'ing  exposed  to  plunge  our  swords 
in  the  breasts  of  our  relations  and  friends. 

We  shall,  however,  fis  we  have  hitherto  done,  submit  to 
what,  in  the  present  situation  of  affairs,  may  seem  neces* 
wary,  and  with  patience  and  resignation  bear  whatever 
(iod,  in  the  course  of  His  Providence,  shall  sulfei*  to  come 
upon  us.  We  shall  also  think  it  our  tluty  to  seek  and  ])ro- 
mote  the  peace  of  the  country  into  which  we  arc  trans- 
}K)rted.  and  inviolably  keep  the  Oath  of  Fidelity  that  we 
have  taken  to  His  rrracious  Majesty  KingCreorge.  whom  we 
firmly  believe,  when  fully  ac<iuainted  with  our  faithfulness 
and  HUfTerings.  will  commiserate  our  unhappy  condition 
and  order  some  compensation  for  our  losses.  And  may  the 
Almighty  abundantly  bless  His  Honour  the  Governor,  the 
lb>nourable  Assembly  of  this  Province  and  the  good  people 
ot  Philadelphia,  whose  sympathy,  benevolence  and  Christian 
charity,  have  been,  and  still  are.  greatly  manifested  and 
extended  toward  us.  a  poor,  distressed  and  afflicted  people, 
is  the  sincere  and  earnest  prayer  of 

Jean  Baptistb  Galernis. 
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